SIESTA YOUTH CHORALE
≈

MUSIC ENRICHMENT FOR CHILDREN IN PRESCHOOL THROUGH 5TH GRADE
2018-2019 PROGRAM YEAR
The Siesta Youth Chorale is open to children in preschool
through those entering the 5th grade for the 2018-2019 school
year. We aim to develop a love of music in children and bring
those who hear us closer to Jesus Christ through the music
we perform.

Siesta Youth Chorale: a ministry of
St. Boniface Episcopal Church
Siesta Key, Sarasota, FL

Who We Are
The Siesta Youth Chorale is a ministry of St. Boniface Episcopal Church and an
affiliate member of the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) in America (more
information can be found at www.rscmamerica.org). Our director is Dr. James W.
Guyer, organist/choirmaster of St. Boniface Episcopal Church, who holds a
Doctor of Music in organ and literature from the Indiana University, Jacobs
School of Music. His degree also included an emphasis in choral conducting and
vocal pedagogy. Dr. Guyer has over 10 years of experience working with
children’s choirs, both within and out of the church.

What We Do
The Siesta Youth Chorale will glorify God through song during various events
throughout the season, including concerts and special services (mostly on Sunday
evenings) at St. Boniface and outreach events in the local community. In doing so, we
will bring those who hear us closer to Jesus Christ through the wonderful gift of music.
 Learn musicianship skills using the RSCM “Voice for Life” curriculum. Students will
learn through group classes, rehearsals, and individual music lessons.
 Share music in our local community by singing at large group events
 Sing for special services and concerts, including those offered as part of the Music
at St. Boniface series
 Participate in the Sarasota RSCM festival

Our story
St. Boniface Episcopal Church has served Sarasota and the
Siesta Key community since 1954. The church has
maintained an excellent tradition of choral music since its
founding. This fall, we launch the Siesta Youth Chorale,
which will continue in the same fashion, developing a love for
music in those children who join. We hope this will complete
the scope of our music ministry by eventually having
enrichment opportunities for all ages. By 2019-2020, we plan
to include a program for grades 6-8, in addition to adding high
school choral scholars to the adult choir.

Membership Information
Audition: Students aged preschool through 1st grade do not
require an audition. The 2-5 grade choir is open by placement
audition. This simple process allows for the director to know which
part your child can sing by evaluating his or her range, tone &
ability to read music. In almost every case, children are readily
accepted into the choir. Only in vary rare circumstances would the
director suggest private vocal coaching before joining the choir.
Audition Requirements: Children should prepare one verse of
America (“My country ‘tis of thee”), America the Beautiful (“Oh
beautiful, for spacious skies”), or “Happy Birthday” without
accompaniment (a capella). Children will also be asked to sing
vocal exercises and pitch patterns.
Audition Dates
 Tuesday, July 17, 4-7 pm
 Thursday, August 9, 4-7 pm
 Wednesday, August 15, 4-7 pm
 Monday, August 27, 3-5 pm

Rehearsals/Classes
 PK3-PK4: Tuesdays, 1-1:30 PM (for preschoolers who attend a half-day
school)



PK4-K: Tuesdays, 3:45-4:15 PM (for full-day PK4 and K students)
K-1st grade: Tuesdays, 4:20-4:50 PM (beginning reading ability is
encouraged for this class; kindergarteners may attend both this and the 3:454:15 class if so desired)




2nd-5th grade: Wednesdays, 4:15-5:30 PM
Individual music lessons for 2nd-5th grade (required & included in tuition)
scheduled twice monthly by appointment.




Rehearsals begin the week of August 27
Location: St. Boniface Episcopal Church

Upcoming Performance Dates
 Sunday, November 4: Evensong
 Sunday, December 9: Lessons & Carols
 Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve

Tuition







Annual rate: $350
Per semester: $200
Tuition is non-refundable, with the exception of those who
move away from the area or students who become chronically ill (with a letter from the doctor).
Family discounts: 1st child, full price; 2nd child, 50% discount; subsequent children, no charge.
Scholarships are also available.

To sign up for an audition
or for more information:
Dr. James W. Guyer, organist/choirmaster
St. Boniface Episcopal Church
(941) 349-5616 x326
music@bonifacechurch.org
Visit us on the web: www.bonifacechurch.org
Tap worship, then music and choirs.

