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Prelude                                              Nimm von uns, Herr, du treuer Gott (BuxWV 207) Dieterich Buxtehude 

          (Take from us, Lord, you true God)  
 

Welcome and Announcements  (see notes page 7) 

 

10:00 a.m.  Hymn 401 vs. 1,3,5  The God of Abraham praise 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above; Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love; 
the Lord, the great I AM, by earth and heaven confessed: we bow and bless the sacred Name for ever blest. 

 

There dwells the Lord, our King, the Lord, our Righteousness, triumphant o’er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace; 
on Zion’s sacred height his kingdom he maintains, and, glorious with his saints in light, for ever reigns. 

 

The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high; “Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” they ever cry; 
hail, Abraham’s Lord divine! With heaven our songs we raise; all might and majesty are thine, and endless praise. 

 

A Penitential Order 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be the God of  our salvation.  
People  Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 
 
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins to God. 
 All kneel, a moment of  silence 

Minister and People  God of  all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in 
our lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 
created.   We repent of  the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of  Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Kyrie S-98  8:00 a.m.  all say    10:00 a.m. only choir sings 

Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.     
People       And also with you.       
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
Celebrant  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons   
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  be seated                                                                                                         

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will 
make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is 
my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”  
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I 
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.”   The Word of  the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 22:22-30  8:00 a.m. In responsive recitation: leader alternating with the congregation   10:00 a.m. only choir sings   
22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * 

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 
23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face from them; 

but when they cry to him he hears them. 
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 

he rules over the nations. 
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 
 

Romans 4:13-25                                                                                                          

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
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For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he 
is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence 
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to 
what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered 
his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it 
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
and was raised for our justification. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
10:00  Hymn 675 (omit v. 4)  Take up your cross, the Savior said   only choir sings 

Take up your cross, the Savior said, if  you would my disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me. 

 

Take up your cross, let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
his strength shall bear your spirit up, and brace your heart, and nerve your arm. 

 

Take up your cross, heed not the shame, and let your foolish heart be still; 
the Lord for you accepted death upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill. 

 

Take up your cross, and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 
All stand for the Gospel 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of  our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

Mark 8:31-38 
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of  Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief  priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If  any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of  the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
Those who are ashamed of  me and of  my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of  them the Son 
of  Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of  his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of  the Lord.  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon                                                                                                        The Very Rev. Wayne Farrell                     
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The Nicene Creed   all stand 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of  the People            Form I 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

For the peace of  the world, for the welfare of  the holy Church of  God, and for the unity of  all peoples, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For our President, for the leaders of  the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the 
Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for 
all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the hope of  the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
In the communion of  saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our 
God.  To thee, O Lord our God. 
 

Silence  
 

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of  all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of  
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace   
Celebrant The peace of  the Lord be always with you.    
People      And also with you.        Greet one another with a nod, or a bow, in the name of  the Lord. 
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The Holy Communion           
Celebrant  Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his Name.  But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. 

 
 

10:00 a.m. Offertory Anthem                                                              Magnificat in B minor  T. Tertius Noble 
My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his 
handmaiden: For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and 
holy is his Name. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  remain standing           Eucharistic Prayer A                                                                 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People       We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.   
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we 
are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us 
and rose again. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
 

Sanctus S-122  8:00 a.m. all say   10:00 a.m  only choir sings                                                                    
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  
all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself  in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith, 
Celebrant and People  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for 
your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

8:00 a.m.  Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

10:00 a.m. Celebrant:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of  trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of  the Bread 
 

8:00 a.m.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

10:00 a.m. Fraction Anthem S-165  only choir sings 
Jesus, Lamb of  God:  Have mercy on us.  Jesus, bearer of  our sins:  Have mercy on us.  

 Jesus, redeemer of  the world: Give us your peace. 
 
Celebrant  These are the gifts of God for the People of God. To those who, due to this pandemic, are unable 
to eat and drink the Bread and Wine; I assure you that all of the benefits of this Holy Communion are 
received spiritually, even though the Sacrament is not received physically.  
 
People may pray  A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I offer my praise and thanksgiving in 
communion with those who are receiving the blessed bread and cup at this Holy Eucharist. As I embrace 
you with all of my affections, send your body and blood to dwell spiritually in my life. Amen. 
 

Communion will be brought to those worshipping in church by the clergy. To receive the bread please stand, keep your face 
covered, move down the pew to the nearest aisle (not crossing in front of others), and fully extend your arms and hands. After 
the priest moves on, remove your mask and consume the bread. 
 
10:00 a.m. Communion Music 
Choir Motet                                                         Will you come and follow me: The Summons  Tom Trenney 
Come. 
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known? 
Will you let my life be grown in you in me? 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
Come. 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,  
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
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Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  Come. 
 
Hymn 148  Creator of the earth and skies   only choir sings 

Creator of the earth and skies, to whom the words of life belong, 
grant us your truth to make us wise; grant us your power to make us strong. 

 

We have not known you: to the skies our monuments of folly soar, 
and all our self-wrought miseries have made us trust ourselves the more. 

 

We have not loved you: far and wide the wreckage of our hatred spreads, 
and evils wrought by human pride recoil on unrepentant heads. 

 

For this, our foolish confidence, our pride of knowledge and our sin, 
we come to you in penitence; in us the work of grace begin. 

 

Teach us to know and love you, Lord, and humbly follow in your way. 
Speak to our souls the quickening word, and turn our darkness into day. 

 
After Communion, the people stand as the Celebrant says Let us pray.   
Celebrant and People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Solemn Prayer over the People  
Celebrant  Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the help of your heavenly 
grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
Minister  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
10:00 a.m.   Hymn 347  Go forth for God  remain standing, only choir sings  

Go forth for God; go to the world in peace; be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace, 
in God’s good Spirit daily to increase, till in his kingdom we behold his face. 

 

Go forth for God; go to the world in love; strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; 
help the afflicted; richly from above his love supplies the grace and power we seek. 

 

Go forth for God; go to the world in strength; hold fast the good, be urgent for the right; 
render to no one evil; Christ at length shall overcome all darkness with his light. 

 

Go forth for God; go to the world in joy, to serve God’s people every day and hour, 
and serving Christ, our every gift employ, rejoicing in the Holy Spirit’s power. 

 
Postlude                                                     Prelude & Fugue in d minor (BWV 554)  formerly attrib. J. S. Bach 

                                        
Please use caution and follow healthy guidelines when exiting the church.  Thank you. 
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Announcements 
 

❖ Best wishes to those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries this week: Paula Ball, Jean Brown, 
Peg Davant, Bonnie Doell, Trish Farrell, Barbara Ford-Coates, Lisa Garcia, Karalina Guyer, Tancred 
McCarthy, Craig Moran, Diane Moran, Cynnie Smyth, Randy Thomas, Paul White, Susan Zapatha, 
Dana Hummel and Clyde Hill, Joyce and Bruce Lynch 
  

❖ Sunday morning Adult Ed at 9:00 a.m. continues by Zoom, for Bible Study contact Fr. Jeff 
Hamblin, jlh@jeffreyhamblin-md.com, and for the Book Discussion group contact Vince Brennan, 
vhbrennan43@gmail.com. 

 

❖ Sunday Seminar - This evening we will have a conversation with parishioner Donna Wilson 

Conyers on Cultivating Growth Mindsets.  Dr. Conyers is a psychologist, author, and internationally 

recognized presenter in the domain of human development and learning how to flourish across the 

lifespan through the application of motivation, cognitive, and learning sciences. Sunday, February 

28, 7:00 p.m., please register for this Zoom event at jevans@bonifacechurch.org. Learn more at 

www.donnawilsonphd.org. 

 

❖ COVID-19 safe protocols are still in place.  If attending in-person for worship, please remember 
to: make a reservation each week, wear a mask, and refrain from singing, and socially distance.   
Thank you. 
 

❖ Reporting exposures of COVID 19 at church services. St Boniface Church is a community of 
Christian love where we all care for each other.  If one of us receives a positive COVID 19 test within 
a few days of worshipping live in church, notifying the church office and transparency are essential. 
Going forward, we will ask informants to allow us to share their name by email or phone call with 
those also present at church. This allows folks to pray for the sick, and to better assess their risks of 
exposure. Should permission be withheld, we will report proximity to where they were seated. 
Your reservation each week is essential to the success of contact tracing.  Thank you, The Vestry. 
 

❖ A heart-filled thank you to all who’ve joyfully pledged for what can be in 2021!  Your Faith-Filled 
Generosity ensures our worship, good works and vital parish life carry on.  We are within 4% of our 
goal, with only $31,000 remaining.  Not yet had a chance to pledge?  Materials are available in the church entry 
area, on our website (www.bonifacechurch.org/stewardship) or by contacting the church office. 

 
 

This week’s meeting and worship opportunities: 
 

❖ Join us weekdays at 9:30 a.m. for Morning Prayer, and at 5:00 p.m. for Evening Prayer via our St. 
Boniface Church Facebook page.  Go to www.facebook.com to open your account. 
 

❖ Prayer Shawl Ministry continues on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. by Zoom to knit prayers together into 
shawls for those needing to be wrapped in God's healing love.  Contact Meg Larrabee by email 
meglarrabee@hotmail.com. 

 

❖ Contemplative Prayer meets via Zoom bi-monthly at 10:30 am on the first and third Wednesdays 
of the month (March 3 & 17 ID: 886 9678 4674  Passcode: 077733), and first Mondays (March 1  
ID: 860 34285 784 Passcode: 097079). 

mailto:vhbrennan43@gmail.com
http://www.donnawilsonphd.org/
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:meglarrabee@hotmail.com
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❖ Quarantina concerts continue Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., the program will be broadcasted on 
Boxcast, Facebook Live, and our Youtube channel. 
 

❖ Join us for virtual coffee hour at 10:00 a.m. every Thursday via this Zoom link (password 207747) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83690988158?pwd=UC9ZSmtiWWtuSGNJcUJKbG9lTnpDUT09 
 

❖ Men of Boniface gather each Friday at 8:00 a.m. by Zoom, contact Reg Irvine for the invite 
information, reg.irvine@verizon.net. 
 

❖ On-line giving is easy through the donate button at the bottom of the video, or at 
bonifacechurch.org/stewardship. 
 

❖ Circulo español  Conversational Spanish Group meets by Zoom on Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m.  

Contact Mary Gordon for more information, 941-923-2302 or jmkpl@aol.com. 

 

❖ Social Justice at St. Boniface happens in partnership with S.U.R.E. (Sarasota United for Equity & 

Responsibility).  A Rally will be held by Zoom at 6:00 pm on March 8th, and is open to all. We will 

hear updates and get motivated to take powerful action at the Zoom Nehemiah Assembly meeting 

at 6:30 on March 29th.  We have a goal of over 100 attendees from St. Boniface.  Expect a call 

personally inviting you to attend and learn more.  Do good work without leaving the house! 

 

❖ Women's Book Group meeting Monday, March 1, 3:30 p.m. via Zoom to discuss The Dutch House 

by Ann Patchett. (Zoom ID 819 8685 7349 / PW 659489).  For more information, contact Cynthia 

Smyth 908-568-9210.  

 

❖ Evensong Sunday, March 7, 5:00 p.m.  with compositions of Sumsion, Paulus, Howells, and 

Vaughan Williams.  The church will be open for limited seating – reservations (online or call 941-

349-5616), distancing, and face coverings required. Livestreaming is also available through Boxcast 

on our website (search “evensong”), St. Boniface or Music at St. Boniface Facebook pages, or our 

St. Boniface You Tube channel. 

 

❖ Literary Ladies next meet via Zoom March 11 at 10:30 a.m. to discuss the book Dear Edward by 

Ann Napolitano.  Contact Marilyn Hill for more info and the Zoom invite, 941-374-1990. 

 

❖ Episcopal Relief & Development  The February 2021 winter storm, which devastated 

communities in Texas, Oklahoma and beyond, continues to wreak havoc. The ice and snow are 

melting and power has been restored to many, but the region continues to deal with burst pipes, 

lack of safe water supply and uninhabitable housing. The US Disaster Team at Episcopal Relief & 

Development is supporting affected dioceses as they respond. Please donate today. Your gift will 

help provide emergency shelter, groceries and other supplies in affected areas. 

 

 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83690988158?pwd=UC9ZSmtiWWtuSGNJcUJKbG9lTnpDUT09
mailto:reg.irvine@verizon.net
mailto:jmkpl@aol.com


10 
 

St. Boniface’s Sacred Ground Dialogue Circle Celebrates Black History Month 
 
The Sacred Ground Dialogue Circle honors A. Phillip Randolph, the founder and president of the Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters (BSCP), which represented the all-African American Pullman train porters. Founded in 
1925, the BSCP was first African American labor union to sign a collective bargaining agreement with a major 
US Corporation. It took 12 years of struggle to force the company to the bargaining table and thus improve the 
working conditions of the porters, whose tips usually exceeded their salaries. Eventually the position of porter 
became one of prestige and stability in the African American community. Members of the Sacred Ground 
Dialogue Circle meet monthly to share our insights on racism, inequality, and privilege. We hold the vision of 
beloved community as a guiding star—to a place where all people are honored, protected, and nurtured as 
beloved children of God.  
A Plea for Divine Presence 
Older than the morning stars that twinkled in the blackness of night’s first birth, the rotation of the axis of 
time, bring us into the freshness of your mercy and the newness of your presence. We come to you today with 
heartfelt gratitude, not with mixing Judas paint with Judas praise in order to cover our hypocrisy. Some of us 
come to you with triumph over tragedy. Others of us come with enduring pain suffered from shameful defeat 
in an inescapable battle of life. Some of us feel like going on and others of us feel like giving up. But to you we 
come just as we are. Whether we are winners or losers, we know that you love us one and all. Greatest of the 
Greatest, you know just how much we can bear. We all come to commune with you:  
 

The tireless champion;  
The tired loser;  
The retired forgotten ones;  
We all come to be consistently corrected and comforted by you.  
We come counting our lost.  
We come confronting our crises.  
We come as citizens of cities controlled by crime.  
We come chilled by the cold of cowardice.  
Great God Almighty:  
Commune with us conscience clean.  
Caress us with the cradle of compassion.  
Consecrate us with outrageous convictions.  
Control us with Christlike concerns.  
Great Physician Powerful:  
Pardon us with the conscience of peace.  
Place us in paths of productivity. 
Practice the perfection of healing upon those who are physically, emotionally, or spiritually sick. 
This is our humble plea, we present in the precious Name of the prince of peace, Jesus Christ, our priceless 
priest. Amen. 
 

by Rev. Dr. J. Alfred Smith, Sr., Pastor Emeritus, Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oakland, California 
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