
St. Boniface Vestry Class of 2019 Nominees 

The St. Boniface Vestry and the Vestry Nominating Committee are placing 
this slate of the following parishioners into nomination for the vestry class of 
2019, to be elected at the Annual Meeting on January 22, 2017. 

This year, the Vestry charged the Nominating Committee to present a slate of 
four candidates for the election.  The Nominating Committee worked 
faithfully to assure that our Vestry continues to have a comprehensive view of 
our church and the skills it needs to lead our parish. Those skills include an 
understanding of the various needs of our parishioners and our community, 
and of the governance and traditions of the Episcopal Church, as well as 
experience in board service, financial management, and personnel 
management. Please take the time to read about these very capable and 
willing candidates and be ready to vote at the Annual Meeting. 

Jon Gordon was born in Point Pleasant, New Jersey, 

but has called Florida home since he was eight weeks old.  

As an “army brat,” he lived in many different places but 

returned to Florida in 1962 to attend the University of 

Florida, where he earned his BA and JD degrees.  He 

entered active duty in the Army Judge Advocate General’s 

Corps in 1969.  He served almost 29 years, including 

assignments in Vietnam, Germany, Korea, and various 

posts in the United States.  His final assignment was Senior 

Judge, US Army Court of Criminal Appeals.  Jon retired as a 

colonel in 1998 and returned to Sarasota, where he entered the private 

practice of law with his father.  Jon and his wife, Mary, made St. Boniface their 

church home in 1999, after trying several Episcopal churches in Sarasota.  Jon 

has been a member of the vestry of other churches and has served on the St. 

Boniface Vestry since 2013, becoming Treasurer in 2014.  At St. Boniface 

Church he has served as a lay reader, chalice bearer, greeter and usher and has 

enjoyed getting to know fellow parishioners through Foyers.  Jon is active in 

the Military Officers Association of Sarasota, serving twice as its president.  He 

is currently secretary of the Florida Council of Chapters of the Military Officers 

Association of America. Jon and Mary’s family includes a son with family in 

Nashville, son and family in London, and a daughter in Alexandria, VA. 

Rooney Mereness spent 25 years with NCR Corporation in 

human resource management and information technology 

management, then 18 years as a computer consultant in 

“retirement.”  He was very active at St. Paul’s Episcopal parish 

in Dayton, Ohio, which included being a Vestry member, 

senior warden, junior warden, 18 years as budget chairman 

and serving on the Search Committee. Rooney and his wife, 

Connie, are happily involved here at St. Boniface Church, too, 

by being co-chairs of the Sunday Morning Greeters, Foyer committee 

members and part of prior pledge campaigns.   



Charlie Pettengill was born and raised in Amsterdam, NY, 

and attended Hope College in Holland, MI.  After college, he 

was employed by Mohawk Carpet Co. in its offices as an 

order expediter, then later employed with the Niagara 

Mohawk Power Corp. Before retiring, Charlie has worked for 

Liberty Enterprises Inc. in a supervisory capacity, working with 

disabled young and older men.  Charlie was a member of a 

Masonic Lodge, serving for 16 years as an officer including 

two terms as master of the lodge.  Continuing his interest in 

serving the community, Charlie was involved in youth programs for 10 years, 

and also served on a city cemetery board of directors for 10 years as president.  

Charlie’s home church in Amsterdam, NY, was, and is still, close to his heart.  He 

was eight years old when he joined the Boys Choir at St. Ann's Episcopal 

Church, and in total, his years as a choir member numbered almost 40.  Also at 

St. Ann's, he was senior warden for three priests and one retired interim bishop. 

He trained and supervised acolytes and served on many vestry and church 

committees. Charlie and his wife, Jane, have been attending St. Boniface Church 

for almost 15 years.  He is involved as a lay reader, chalice bearer, greeter, 

member of the Library Committee, volunteer at the Food Bank and, in the past, 

a volunteer at the annual Fair Trade Christmas Fair.   

Judy Stickler was born in Massachusetts, and until moving 

to Sarasota in 2009, lived in PA, NY, VT, NH, and CT.  She 

attended Middlebury College in VT majoring in mathematics, 

and received an MBA from Harvard Business School.   Judy 

worked on Wall Street as an investment banker, and then in 

the financial guaranty insurance industry for 20 years as an 

analyst, market research manager, reinsurance executive, and 

as head of investor relations for a NYSE listed Fortune 500 

company.  After taking early retirement from the corporate 

sector, she served as administrator at Christ Church Cathedral 

in Hartford, CT.  Judy has served on a variety of non-profit boards, to include 

the local League of Women Voters in Hingham, MA, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

NYC and Nutmeg, CT, the Riverside Shakespeare Company in NYC and Warner 

Theatre in Torrington, CT, and Bird Conservation Research.  Although not a 

cradle Episcopalian, she’s been active in the Episcopal Church for many years, 

attending Saint John the Evangelist Episcopal Church in Hingham, MA ,and 

Saint James Episcopal Church in NYC.  At Saint Michael’s in Litchfield, CT, she 

was a regular participant in adult education, vestry member, treasurer, junior 

and senior Warden, and founder of the Legacy Society; Judy served as a 

member of the finance committee and then board of the Society for the 

Increase of the Ministry.  Since moving to Sarasota in 2009, she has 

participated in and received a certificate from the EFM (Education for Ministry) 

program at St. Boniface Church, and is currently a member of the Dream Group 

and a regular participant in adult education programs.  Judy and husband, Dan, 

live in Palm Aire, and spend 3-4 months in the summer in Litchfield, CT. 


