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Worship 

Service Times 
Sunday Morning 

8:30 am 
11:00 am 

 
 

Sunday School 
Preschool - Adult 

9:45 am 

 
 

Church Office 
Hours 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Phone 828-264-2206 

 

Web Page 

www.graceboone.org 

 

 

 

Staff Scheduled 
Days Off 

 

 

 

Friday 

Jennifer Bryan 
Pastor Sarah Bolick-Lang 

Vicar Lisa Beery 

 

 

Grace Cares for 
Creation 

 
This newsletter was 
produced with 100% 

recycled paper, except 
the cover (30% post 
consumer content). 

 

So, What’s Next? 
 
In the life of a seminary student, one question seems to appear over and over 
again: Whatôs next?  Sure, the context changes over time, but the idea stays 
the same.  Whatôs next?  Where will you attend seminary? What courses will 
you take? Where will you be placed for Field Education? Where are you going 
to do your unit of Clinical Pastoral Education? Where will you go on Internship? 
What will you do after Internship?   
 
In Godôs time, I, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, have been able to discern 
each of these ñWhatôs Nextò questions. In the upcoming month, I will be in the 
midst of experiencing the most current ñWhatôs Nextò stage.  What will you do 
after Internship? 
 
Hereôs what I know: After August 8th, I will pack up (for the 5th time since 
beginning seminary) and move back to Columbia, South Carolina for one more 
academic year at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. And the one thing 
that is on every studentôs calendar: Graduation is May 13. 
 
Here are some ñknownsò that bring ñunknownsò along with them: In addition to 
coursework, I will be in the midst of the ñApprovalò portion of my continuing 
discernment. I will be working on and submitting an ñApproval Essay,ò meeting 
with representatives from the seminary and my home synod to discuss the 
essay, and also filling out and submitting paperwork to the ELCA.  
 
In my time here at Grace, we have experienced ñWhatôs Nextò moments 
together. You have and continue to be faithful in trusting in Godôs timing for the 
ñknownsò and the ñunknowns.ò   
 
As I prepare for my upcoming ñWhatôs Nextò time é that is, saying goodbye to 
all of you and transitioning to the unknowns of my final year of seminary é I 
keep with me a verse from Jeremiah that has been dear to me since my high 
school graduation. ñFor surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hopeò (29:11). 
As my season at Grace passes to a new season, a new season both for you 
and for me, I pray that each of you trust in the Lordôs plan for your future 
through every ñWhatôs Nextò moment in both your life and in the life of this 
congregation. 
 
Godôs Peace Be With You, 
Vicar Lisa   

 

July 2010 

Volume 9, Issue 7 

Grace Happenings Newsletter 
Grace Lutheran Church  

115 E King Street, Boone, NC  28607 
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   Grace Lutheran Church Treasurer’s Report  
 

  
Council Report of Budget & Actuals 

Fiscal Year-to-date Through June 21, 2010 

  Annual Budget YTD Budget MTD Actual YTD Actual 

Revenues      

Tithes and Offerings  $569,350.00 $429,700.73 $47,461.90 $372,512.01 

Miscellaneous Incomes  $0.00 $0.00 $1,132.29 $4,676.23 

Rental Incomes  $33,000.00 $24,750.00 $3,645.00 $29,532.10 

Synod Grants  $31,500.00 $23,625.00 $236.67 $23,022.09 

Total Revenues    $633,850.00 $478,075.73 $52,475.86 $429,742.43 

Total Expenses  $670,220.00 $502,664.76 $38,359.73 $393,137.01 

Net Total  ($36,370.00) ($24,589.03) $14,116.13 $36,605.42 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Highlights 
June 14, 2010 Council Meeting 

 

 We should expect further cuts from the Synod for Campus Ministries. 

 Council members listed how they would like to serve in the Capital Campaign. 

 Approved a minister from Food for the Poor to preach, hold a Sunday School class, and 
ask for donations on June 27th. 

 The Property Team needs a team chair. 

 We have $180,000 towards our $200,000 no-interest loan. 

 George managed to get our property tax value on the Wilkes County property down some 
more. 

 The Capital Campaign contract with Gronlund-Sayther-Brunkow was signed. 

 A member of the pastor call committee had to step down.  The subcommitteeôs pre-
selected backup, Kevin Patterson, was confirmed to serve in the vacant position.  Training 
will start soon. 

 Approved to re-sign tenants for another yearôs contract in both Grace Place and the 
Carriage House. 

 Approved Matt and Jessie Roberts membership transfer to Mountain View United 
Methodist Church. 

 Approved two fund-raising requests of college students. 

 Congregational Meeting will be held on August 15th at 4 p.m.  Meal to follow. 
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Grace Notes 
July 2010 

Vicar Lisa and Vicar Michael Beery will be 
happening on Sunday, August 8. See page 4 for 
more information. 
 
Healing Prayers: July 18 
Healing Prayers are always the third Sunday of the 
month at both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services. 
You are most welcome to join us in the chapel after 
communion for personal healing prayer for yourself 
or on behalf of someone else. 
 
Grace’s Annual Report 
The congregational Annual Report is being put 
together by council president George Sox. Reports 
are due in his council mailbox, to his e-mail 
(soxgl@charter.net), or in the church office no later 
than Sunday, July 18. All ministry teams and 
groups are encouraged to submit a report.   
 
August Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline to submit announcements and 
articles for the August newsletter is Monday, July 
19, at 4 p.m.   Submissions may be  
e-mailed to Sandy at graceboone@gmail.com. The 
Newsletter Team will be preparing the August 
newsletter for mailing on Thursday, July 29, 2010 
at 12:00 p.m.  
 
Young Adults in Global Mission: Isaac Smith & 
Sarah Bolick 
Donôt forget about your opportunity to support two 
of Graceôs young adults as they answer Godôs call 
to serve in global missions next year (donations 
are being accepted through July 25). Isaac Smith, 
recent graduate of Lenoir-Rhyne, and Sarah 
Bolick, recent graduate of ASU, will both be 
serving in the ELCAôs program Young Adults in 
Global Mission. Isaac will be serving in either 
Argentina or Uruguay and Sarah will be serving in 
Israel. Both young adults need to raise $4000 
towards their year of mission service. To make a 
donation for Isaac: make checks payable to Grace 
Lutheran church, write ñIsaac Smith YAGMò in the 
memo line and return the check to the church. To 
make a donation for Sarah: see instructions on 
page 8 ï of this newsletter. 
 

 
Christmas in July 
The Community Action Committee will be placing  
our little ñChristmas In Julyò tree in the Narthex 
beginning next Sunday July 4

th
.  Grace has been 

so kind in offering support to a variety of 
benevolences.  We will have tags representing 
those needs along with the addition of school 
supplies for Grandfather Home for Children and 
monetary donations to Grace Lutheran in New 
Orleans.  Please check the tree and pluck a tag 
to help out these worthy causes.  Monetary 
donations can be sent to Grace or placed in the 
offering plate with a note designating which 
benevolence you are supporting.  Please 
respond by July 25

th
. Thank you all for helping. 

 
Church Office Closed 
In recognition of the fourth of July holiday; the 
church office will be closed on Monday, July 5. 
As always, if there is a pastoral emergency, 
please contact 828-262-0218. 
 
VIDEOS TO STIR YOUR SOUL   
The Fellowship Class is using the Nooma series 
of videos by Rob Bell to invite the Holy Spirit to 
come into our lives and stir things up. Bell has 
been described as ñthe next Billy Grahamò and 
ñthe hipper-than-thou Pastor.ò You can sample 
his presentations on YouTube and judging from 
the response of 11,000 folks who come to his 
church every Sunday, he has something to say. 
You are invited to the Parlor from 9:45-10:45 
a.m. (video starts at 10:08) to share your 
thoughts on this provocative Christian thinker and 
authorðand bring a friend! 
 
Vicar’s Gift 
Each year we collect a cash gift for our departing 
vicar, and since the last Sunday at Grace for 
Vicar Lisa will be Sunday, August 8, you are 
invited to begin donating gifts in July. Please 
mark your check ñvicar giftò and place it in the 
offering plate or drop it by the church office no 
later than noon on July 30

th
. A farewell picnic for 

mailto:soxgl@charter.net
mailto:graceboone@gmail.com
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Parents of Youth Who serve as Acolytes, 
Crucifers, and Children’s Church Helpers 
In the past several months, weôve had difficulty 
finding youth to serve as acolytes and crucifers 
during our Sunday services. You might have 
noticed on several Sundays we had either one 
youth or none serving.  We need your help!  Ellen 
Cowan is now coordinating this ministry, and she 
plans to send out an email each month to inquire 
about who will be able to serve when. Please 
respond! We need your help and the gifts and 
leadership of our youth to help make worship 
meaningful for the community of Grace. Thanks 
for your partnership in this ministry. 

 
First Coalition Vicar Sending Picnic ... Join 
the party!  
Be part of showing our appreciation for their 
time with us at our Farewell Picnic for Vicar Lisa 
and Vicar Michael Beery on August 8th at 5 
p.m. at Grandfather Community Park in Foscoe. 
This will be the first picnic/cookout which will 
include all the members of the High Country 
Coalition: Bethany, Church of Our Savior, St. 
Mark's, Holy Communion, and Grace.  Hot 
dogs, hamburgers, pork and fixings are 
provided.  Please bring a covered dish/ 
salad/dessert to share and don't forget folding 
chairs and/or blankets.  Donations for a parting 
gift can be turned in by noon on July 30th at the 
office or in offering envelopes marked "Vicar 
Gift."  The rain option is in Fellowship Hall at 
Grace and there will be a phone message at 
either (828) 355-9710 or (828) 264-2206 (if that 
is to be implemented). 
 
Directions to Grandfather Community Park in 
Foscoe:  take Highway 105 (across from Seven 
Devils Road) and the entrance is on your left 
(2nd driveway after the Trout Farm) coming 
from Boone and on your right coming from 
Linville. 
 
Looking Ahead: 

 August 8: Vicar Lisaôs last Sunday and 
sending picnic 

 August 11: Watauga Co. Schools First Day  
 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting Set for 
August 15, 2010 
Graceôs annual congregational meeting is set 
for August 15, 2010 at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
The meeting will be followed by a potluck meal; 
Grace will provide the main dish and members 
are invited to bring a side dish or dessert to 
share. All members in good standing are invited 
to vote that evening. Weôll be electing new 
council members, voting on a budget for 2010-
2011, as well as conducting other business. 
Mark your calendars now for that date! 
 
Summer Service for Homebound Members – 
August 29, 2010 

As we enjoy this warmer weather of summer, 
we plan to gather with our homebound on 
Sunday, August 29, at 3:00 p.m. This service is 
a marvelous way to re-connect with those we 
donôt often see at our regular Sunday morning 
services. Every 3-4 months we have a special 
Communion/worship service which they can 
also attend.  We invite the entire Grace 
community to participate and support our 
homebound.  The service will be in the 
Sanctuary and usually lasts about 45 minutes.  
There will be special handbell and violin music 
so please join us on August 29 at 3:00 p.m. to 
share in worship and fellowship with our 
homebound friends.  Please contact Sandy 
Trexler (264-2206) or Cinda Williamson (297-
5242) if you would like to participate in the 
planning or assist with transportation needs. 
 
Children’s Church returns in August! 
We will be having Childrenôs Church at both 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services beginning 
with the new school year in August. We still 
need one person to agree to lead Childrenôs 
Church on 5th Sundays at the 11:00 a.m. 
service. A background check is involved and we 
pay $15 each week. Please contact Pastor 
Sarah this month if you might be interested in 
being a leader. 
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To Our Friends at Grace, 
 

    My family and I would like to thank the loving 

people of Grace Lutheran Church for their out-

pouring of support, concern, sympathy and love at the 

passing of my wife Betty. 

    May our Lord bless you all. 
 

    ~Thankfully,  

Kurt Fengler 
 

*****  

My Dear Brothers and Sisters at Grace, 
 

    Thank you all for your prayers for me and love. My 
hip is doing well..only wish I had it replaced a couple 
years ago.  
    Iõm still having to take it easy with my heart. Keep 
praying for me. 
    My love to everyone. 
 

Godõs Blessing, 
 Lessie White 
 

*****  

My family wishes to thank our church family for the 

cards, prayers, words of support, and HUGS 

following my mother's death in June.  It is such a 

comfort to know we have such as support base!! 

~Janice & Jeff Voss 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
There’s a Place at the Table – For YOU 

Hospitality House Meals/Menus for 2010 
 

If you are able to help prepare food for one of 
these dates, you may get more information or 
sign up to provide an item by contacting our 
coordinator. 
Susan King, meals coordinator 
silvaney07@bellsouth.net 
262-6643 or 264-5786 
 
 

July 14 

 Tacos with ground beef (3/16)  

 Lettuce, tomato, cheese (2/24);  

 Black bean salad (Helen & Denis Larkin; 
2/16)  

 Spanish rice (Susan King; 2/16)  

 Chips and homemade salsa (1/48);  

 Chocolate or blonde brownies (Pam Nenow; 
Elaine Besalski);  

 Iced tea (Kevin Patterson; 1/24) 
 

August 11 

 Sloppy Joes with buns (Debbie Berry; 2/16)  

 Homemade baked beans (Helen & Denis 
Larkin; Elaine Besalski; 1/16)  

 Homemade cole slaw with Granny Smith 
apples, walnuts and raisins (Susan King; 
2/16)  

 Deviled eggs (Cinda & Allan Williamson; 
2/16) 

 German chocolate cake (Pam Nenow; 1/16)  

 Iced tea (Kevin Patterson; 1/24) 
  

September 8 

 Fried chicken - take out or from home 
(Susan King; 2/16) 

 Homemade potato salad (3/16)  

 Three (or more!) bean salad (3/16) 

 Squash casserole (Helen & Denis Larkin; 
Elaine Besalski; 1/16) 

 Strawberry shortcake (Pam Nenow; 1/16)  

 Iced tea (Kevin Patterson; 1/24) 
  

October 13 

 Meat loaf (Helen & Denis Larkin; Cinda  & 
Allan Williamson; 1/16) 

 Pinto beans with sweet onion on the side 
(3/16)  

 Potatoes au gratin (3/16) 

 Steamed cabbage (3/16)  

 Pound cake (Pam Nenow; Debbie Berry)  

 Iced tea (Kevin Patterson; 1/24) 
  

November 10 

 Chili ï chicken, traditional beef, etc; (Helen & 
Denis Larkin, chicken; Susan King, beef; 
1/16)  

 Vegetarian chili (1/12) 

 Pasta salad (3/16)  

 Fresh fruit salad (3/16) 

 Hot cornbread (2/24);  

 Banana pudding (Pat Weaver)  

 Iced tea (Kevin Patterson; 1/24) 
 
 

December 8 

 Turkey Crescent casserole (Susan King; 
2/16) 

 Fresh green beans (Pam Nenow; 1/16) 

 Scalloped tomatoes (Helen & Denis Larkin;  

mailto:silvaney07@bellsouth.net
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An Introduction to your Call Committee 
 

Last month, council reported that a Call Committee has been selected that will work on 
behalf of Grace to interview and select a candidate to serve as Graceôs next pastor. The 
next step in the process is for the Call Committee to undergo 9-12 hours of training. In 
August, a member of the NC Synod bishopôs staff will guide Grace through a congrega-
tional study during a congregational meeting. Every member of the congregation is 
urged to attend this meeting and express his/her views and opinions about the needs of 
Grace and the gifts we need in a pastor. 
   
More information will be made available about this process in August, but for now, we 
encourage you to get to know your call committee through the bios below. 

  Allison Moser 

Iôve been a member of Grace for twenty years, and prior to that I was 
affiliated with Grace as an LSA student. My husband is Deck, and he 
owned a sign shop in Boone for 15 years. Deck is an artist and now has 
a web-based business. Carly and Taylor are our children. Carly is a 
rising sophomore at Watauga High School, and Taylor a rising 8th 
grader at Hardin Park.  

I spend most of my time working on a history book about the Lutheran Churches in 
Watauga. I also volunteer at the Childrenôs Playhouse teaching music. At Grace, Iôm 
involved in middle school ministry, the Internship Committee, and church history. 

Kevin Patterson 

Kevin works for the University Bookstore as their system 
administrator.  He enjoys bicycling, fishing, camping and most 
outdoor or sport activities.  He has been living in Boone for most of 
the past nine years.  He loves snow, but is very much enjoying this 
warm Spring. 

       Phyllis Humphrey 

I have been a member at Grace since 1976.  I have served on the 
Council several times over the years and at the present time I am 
serving on Council.  I have been a coordinator for the Grace Calling 
Team, I have been on the Stewardship Team and was on the Call 
Committee for Pastor Tim.  I am currently on Altar Guild and a Council 
liaison for the Arts and Faith Team Ministry.  I was secretary of Grace 

when Pastor Bob Young was here.     (continuedé) 
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My father was in the Air Force so we travelled all over the US and outside the US.  My 
parents are from Nebraska so our family is big Husker football fans through and 
through.  I am the Administrative Manager with Allen Wealth Management and have 
worked there for the past 29 years. 

Stacie Walker 
 

Stacie Walker has been a member of Grace Lutheran Church 
since 1989.  She was active in the youth and LSA while a 
student at Appalachian.  She has served as a greeter, usher, 
lector, and Lenten Mentor.  She has also served on the 
Evangelism and Internship Committees and is currently on the Campus Ministry 
Committee and Altar Guild. 
 
Stacie is a Vice President for State Employeesô Credit Union, currently managing the 
West Jefferson office.  Stacie also serves as the Investment Representative and Trust 
Representative for the West Jefferson office.  Stacie lives in Boone with her two dogs, 
Sam and Sydney.  

  
   John Smyre 

 
I have lived in N.C. all my life.  I was born in Greensboro and moved to 
Charlotte at age 11.  I was confirmed at Ascension Lutheran in 
Charlotte;  married Lucy in 1968 and lived in Charlotte until 1977 when 
we moved to Matthews with our two children, Chad and Ashley. 
We were charter members of Messiah Lutheran in Matthews and were 
active there until we moved in 1983 to Fayetteville.  There, we joined 

Christus Victor Lutheran where I served on Church Council for 16 years, including three 
terms as President.  I also served on two Call Committees during that period. 
I retired from Piedmont Natural Gas and moved in August 2008 to West Jefferson.  We 
were happy to find such a wonderful new church family here at Grace and joined in 
February 2009.  I am currently serving as lector and usher at the 8:30 service. 
 

    Bob Hrozencik 
 

I grew up just outside of Pittsburgh, Pa. My family were members of 
Christ Lutheran Church in Duquesne. As a young man, I moved to 
N.C. I met my wife Marjorie while we were in school. We have been 
married 27 years and live in Vilas. We have two adult children, 
Candace and Aaron. I work at Watauga Medical Center as an RN in 
the Emergency Department. Our family have been members of Grace 
Lutheran for over 20 years. I also volunteer with the Cove Creek Fire Department as a 
First Responder. In my spare time, I enjoy being active by hiking, gardening and 
working on the family farm. 
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Sarah Bolick to Serve in 
Global Mission Program 

  
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Thank you so much for the love and compassion that you have shown me throughout 
my four years at Appalachian. Grace Lutheran Church has provided me with an outlet to 
build lasting relationships and grow personally and spiritually during my collegiate years. 
Boone has become my home away from home, and I will always cherish my 
experiences at Grace. 
 
During my four years at Appalachian, I participated in several mission trips with the 
Lutheran Students of Appalachian. These trips changed the way I understood the world 
around me, and ultimately influenced my decision to pursue a volunteer position with 
the Young Adults in Global Mission Program. The program is affiliated with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and gives young adults the opportunity to 
participate in international service. This August I will be traveling to Jerusalem and the 
West Bank for a year to work in fellowship with the local community. I will most likely be 
teaching English in a school or working with youth in a local church. I would also like to 
be involved with a social justice organization while in Jerusalem. I am excited to be 
immersed in a completely new culture and share my faith with others in the way that 
Grace has done for me! 
 
I know that I will face many challenges, and I would greatly appreciate your support 
through prayer and financial assistance. The cost for each volunteer to participate in the 
program is $10,000. The ELCA covers $6,000, and each volunteer is required to raise 
the remaining $4,000. If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make the 
check payable to Rita Bolick and send it to the address listed below. 

While in Jerusalem I will also be writing monthly electronic newsletters to keep in 
touch with friends and family. I hope that you can follow me as I live out my calling in 
Jerusalem as a Global Mission volunteer. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support and encouragement. I have been 
tremendously blessed by the generosity of this congregation, and you will remain in 
my heart as I pursue this new journey in faith! 
 
Grace and peace,  

Sarah  Bolick  

To make a contribution: Make checks payable to Rita Bolick and in the 
memo line, please write: Sarah Bolick YAGM. Checks can be mailed c/o 
Rita Bolick, 270 Partridge Run, Salisbury, NC 28147 no later than Sunday, 
July 25, 2010. 
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Grace Women of the ELCA  
All women are invited to become a part of WELCA here at Grace.  You need not be 

a member of the church to participate in any of the following activities.  We hope 

you will find one or more groups or activities in which you would like to participate.                
 

Grace Quilters 
The Quilters will meet each Wednesday in 
July at 1:00 p.m. in the Lower Level 
Fellowship Hall.  Join us if you can!  Weôll be 
pinning, tying and stitching quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief.  
If you are unable to attend, but would like to 
help in making quilts, you can find directions 
for constructing quilt tops online: 
http://lwr.org/parish/quilts.asp . 

 

Mary-Martha Circle 
Mary-Martha Circle met Saturday, June 5th, at 
the home of Judy Wellborn. 
 
During the business portion of the meeting, 
the circle agreed to purchase items for Oasis 
and school bag supplies for Lutheran Family 
Services.  
 
The program/Bible study was taken from 
Matthew 11:19 and Luke 10:37.  How often 
we become intolerant of others and have 
preconceived ideas that cause us to turn 
away and criticize instead of loving and 
addressing their needs. Jesus was well aware 
that he associated with many of questionable 
character: rich, poor, thieves and prostitutes. 
He reached out to them with compassion and 
mercy and asked us to do as he did, to live 
simply, love generously, care deeply, speak 
kindly, and leave the rest to God. 
 
Mary-Martha Circle will not meet in July. 
 

 

 
LWR School Bag Help Needed 
We will once again be assembling school kits 
for Lutheran World Relief this fall.  We need 
help sewing together the fabric bags to be 
used.  The bags are pre-cut and can be found 
on top of the mailboxes at church outside the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please take home as many 
as you can to stitch according to the 
directions, and then return them to the church 
before August 1.  Thanks in advance for your 
help! 

 
 
Lizzie-Estelle Circle 
Can it be?  Summer is really here!  Just 3 
months ago, I had snow 2-5 feet in my yard, 
depending on just where the measurement 
was taken.  And now, it is hot and I am 
already looking forward to September.  The L-
E circle had a great meeting in June at the 
home of Faye Castor.  Hospitality should 
have been the name of the Bible study that 
day.  J Thankfully, our Florida sisters have 
returned and we are enjoying their able 
leadership and friendship.   Thanks to Miriam 
for leading the Bible study in June.  
Our meeting in July will be held on 
Wednesday, July 14, and will be a joint 
WELCA meeting. We will have the salad 
luncheon at noon that day to honor our 
pastoral and support staff.  The meeting will 
be held in the Fellowship Hall at 11:00 a.m.   

 

 
 

http://lwr.org/parish/quilts.asp
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Children, Youth , and Family News  
July  2010  

 

 

Childrenôs Church in July 
Our Childrenôs Church workers are still taking  a break for the month of July and will resume having 

your special worship time again in August when school starts back.  All  those who normally attend 

Childrenôs Church are welcome to remain in worship with their parents during the summer. See you in 

worship!  

 ~Your Pastors 

 

Summer Film Festival Continues for Children !  

This summer, our children (grades K-5) have the opportunity to meet Davey Hansen 

and his talking dog Goliath as they learn the love of God through everyday experiences. 

Along with other resources such as ñVeggie Tales,ò our children will have an exciting time through  

August 8th during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) in the Lower Level Fellowship Hall. 

PARENTS TAKE NOTE!!  The children need you to bring them, so plan to have them here and then 

you can stay for one of our adult Sunday School classesðthey are fun too! 

 

Middle School Hike & Lunch & Devotion  
On Sunday, July 18th é PACK YOUR LUNCH when you come to worship! After the 11 
a.m. service, we will meet in the back two pews of the Sanctuary.  We will travel to a 
good hiking spot, eat our lunches together and then enjoy community and Godôs 
creation as we hike Craborchard Falls together. Please wear SHOES and clothing that are appropriate 
for hiking and for the weather. In the case of hard rain or a storm, Lunch & Devotion will still be ON 
and will meet in the Norris House after worship. Please RSVP to Vicar Lisa at gracevicar@gmail.com by 
Thursday, July 15th, so that she knows whom to look for.  Pickup at the church will be at 3:45 p.m.   

  
BIG Agapé Day Camp THANK YOU!  
     A big THANK YOU to everyone who sent their children, grandchildren, or 
friends to Agapé Day Camp! As this newsletter is being sent out, about 17 children 
are participating in this faithful, age -appropriate, and fun ministry.  
     A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of you who prayed for and asked about this 

ministry experience and its impact on Godôs children. 
     A special THANK YOU to all of you who: FED the counselors breakfast, lunch, and dinner; donated 
SNACKS for the entire camp; brought in CRAFT supplies; and, volunteered your TIME to spend the day 
with the camp. 
     And, THANK YOU to the Edwin F. Troutman and Family Foundation for its financial support! 
Agapé Day Camp costs $125 per camper, but thanks to the Troutman Foundation, we were able to offer 
day camp at Grace for a reduced rate for every participating camper! 
     If you would like to see Agapé Day Camp happen again next summer at Grace, speak with Vicar Lisa 
about ways to make it possible! 
 

 

mailto:gracevicar@gmail.com
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2010 North Carolina Synod Assembly: June 3-5 
Reflections by Rev. Andrew Miller (yes, Graceôs former vicar!) on Bishop 
Bolickôs report 

 

With a focus on the light and hope we find in the cross, Bishop Bolick took the opportunity of his 
bishop's reflections to share his honest and humble assessment of the North Carolina Synod and the 
ELCA. This last year has been one of joy and sorrow for the NC Synod. Our church has experienced 
financial struggles due to a difficult economy and decisions made at the 2009 Churchwide Assembly. 
Fractures to our unity have caused division and pain. 
 
Bishop Bolick first reminded us not to lose sight of the positive results of the 2009 Churchwide 
Assembly. As voting members from the North Carolina Synod and from synods across the ELCA 
gathered, they approved a full communion relationship between the United Methodist Church and the 
ELCA. The assembly also provided a new HIV/AIDs strategy for our church, began a Malaria Initiative 
and affirmed the need for quality health care access by all.  
 
These positive actions of the churchwide assembly were, however, quickly drowned out by the focus on 
the social statement on human sexuality and the ministry policy changes approved by the gathered 
assembly. Bishop Bolick was frank in sharing that the fallout from the 2009 Churchwide Assembly has 
resulted in many different responses from the congregations in the North Carolina Synod. Some 
members approve and rejoice in the changes, while there are others within our synod that disagree and 
are pained by the decisions and the changes. The bishop reported that within our synod, there have 
been 20 churches that have adopted declarations against the churchwide actions regarding human 
sexuality. There are 15 congregations in our synod withholding mission support from the synod, and 15 
more designating their mission support. Many congregations have lost families, and four North Carolina 
congregations have disaffiliated from the ELCA. 
 
Bishop Bolick asked the assembly to continue to pray for the congregations that have left the synod, 
but also asked that we not lose our focus and remember that there are well over 200 congregations still 
affiliated with our synod and the ELCA.  
 
"The unity of our synod is challenged," he said. "And we disagree, but yet, we still gather at the table in 
the presence of Christ." Where we are at times fractured, in Christ we are yet bonded together as one 
body.  
 
In the midst of his frank assessment of the NC Synod, Bishop Bolick reiterated his focus in calling to 
serve our synod in love and to walk with our churches through these challenging times. He took the 
opportunity to reflect on the gifts of ministry he so dearly appreciates from our synod staff, and also to 
thank our synod's many ministries and churches for their support over the last year. He, too, offered 
special thanks to his wife Rita for the strength and support she has so graciously given him as he 
continues to serve us in Christ.         (Continuedé) 



- 12 -                                                                                                                 July 2010 Grace Happenings Newsletter 

 
 

 
Choosing to conclude his remarks with a focus on the many positives within our synod, Bishop Bolick 
turned the assembly toward the joy we find together in the light and hope of Christ. Five ministry goals 
have been adopted to guide the synod, including continued focus in prayer and worship, the Book of 
Faith Initiative (born out of the NC Synod), the raising up of new leaders within the church and the 
many strong congregational ministries of our synod. These goals, led by the work of the Holy Spirit, 
serve as God's guide for the continued proclamation of God's love through and by the NC Synod, and 
invigorate us daily to remember our own baptism and serve Christ as one synod and one body united in 
Christ.  
 

 
 

 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Affirmation of Welcome 
 

In the name of Jesus, who invites us with reconciling love and grace to join in the kingdom of God, 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes all who profess, or seek to profess, Jesus Christ as their 

Savior. Believing that the Gospel is Godôs gift to all, we rejoice in the diversity of Godôs people and 

welcome all, regardless of age, cultural and economic background, ethnic and linguistic heritage, 

gender, marital status,  physical and mental ability, race, sexual orientation, or any other distinction.  

We are all one in Godôs eyes, sharing in the free gifts of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we 

encourage all to take part in the life of this congregation as we worship, witness, and openly share the 

love of God through Christ our Lord. 
 

 

******************************************* 

 

 

Marriage Encounter Weekend Coming in September 
 

Marriage is a journey! A Marriage Encounter Weekend can help you enrich your marriage and add 
some pizzazz to your journey. Whether youôve been married 1 year or 50, a Marriage Encounter 
Weekend may be just the thing you need to put a breath of fresh air into your relationship.  Visit our 
website at www.godlovesmarriage.org or you can contact Ed & Judy Raney, by phone at 843-707-7085 
or by e-mail - raneyjl@gmail.com. The next Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend is September 3 ï 5, 
2010 in Black Mountain, NC. Space is limited and the registration deadline is August 13, 2010. Donôt 
wait too long to register! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Charles%20and%20Billie/My%20Documents/Marriage%20Encounter%20documents/Bulletin%20Announcements/raneyjl@gmail.com
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Altar Guild: Joy Wachs, Coordinator 

July: (8:30)    Beth Smoot  
         (11:00) Kelly Rucker and Stacie Walker 
 

Greeters: Cinda Williamson, Coordinator 

(8:30)    Sandy Spach  
 (11:00) Elaine Besalski 
             July 11 only, Dick & Pat Tucker 
 

Ushers 8:30 & 11:00 Linda Robinson, Coordinator 

July 4:   Team D 
July 11: Team E 
July 18: Team F 
July 25: Team A 
 

Acolyte/Crucifer: Ellen Cowan, Coordinator 

(8:30)    TBD 
    TBD 
(11:00) TBD 
    TBD 
 

Lector: Allan Williamson, Coordinator 

July 4:   8:30   John Smyre 
   11:00  Kate Griewisch 
July 11: 8:30   Stacie Walker 
   11:00  Judy Sink 
July 18: 8:30   Scott Evans 
   11:00  Suzanne Wise 
July 25: 8:30   Jean Meyer 
   11:00  Lynn Caldwell 
 
 

Assisting Minister: Allan Williamson, Coordinator 

July 4:   8:30   Maribeth Yoder-White 
   11:00  Jill Venable 
July 11: 8:30   Roger Bodo 
   11:00  Allan Williamson 
July 18: 8:30   Matthew Smith 
   11:00  Matthew Smith 
July 25: 8:30   Jan Burgess 
   11:00  Jordan Rucker 
 
 

Healing Prayers: Allan Williamson, Coordinator 

July 18: (8:30) Vicar Lisa Beery                        
     Greg McGinnis 
 (11:00)  Vicar Lisa Beery, Jill Venable, and 
     Allan Williamson 
 

 
 

Nursery: Connie Bishop-Cook, Coordinator 

July 4:   8:30   Kristie Evans 
   9:30   TBD 11:00 Rachel Foutz 
July 11: 8:30 Kaitlyn Saunders 
   9:30 Jill Watson 11:00 Alison Seramur 
July 18: 8:30  Jill Watson 
   9:30 TBD 11:00 Brandi Warren 
July 25: 8:30  Aidan Berry 
   9:30 Jeanne Kaudelka 11:00 Lauren Kaudelka 
 

Children’s Church: Ellen Cowan, Coordinator 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Childrenôs Church will not be 
held for the month of July. It will resume in 
August. 
 

Chancel Flowers: Betty Weant, Coordinator 

July 4:   Pat Weaver, Tommy Moretz, and   
    Howard Young  
July 11: Barbara & Harwood Smith 
July 18: Norm & Barb Grooms 
July 25: Alan & Gail Hauser 
 

Fellowship Hosts: Sharon Kelley, Coordinator 

 July 4:  Beth Smoot 
July 11: Al & Cinda Williamson 
July 18: Sam & Judy Sink 
July 25: Harwood & Barbara Smith 
 

Pew Helper: Norma Paul, Coordinator 

Martha Moretz 
 

Card Ministry: Jennie Hallsey, Coordinator 

Sue Wells 
Bethany Richards 
Jean Meyer 
 

Minister of Grace: Jennie Hallsey, Coordinator 

Jim Hallsey 
 

Newsletter Sponsors: Norma Paul, Coordinator 

Mark & Pam Nenow 
Denise Martz 
 

Grace Helpers                                                     July 2010 
If you are unable to fill the spot you have volunteered for or been assigned to, please find a replacement as soon as possible and call the Administrative 
Secretary in the church office with the name of your replacement.  If you are unable to find a replacement, contact the Coordinator. 
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Joys and Cares 
 

 
 

Sympathy 
     With sure and certain hope in the promise of 
the resurrection, we offer our condolences to 
Chris Watson and family at the death of his 
father, Ben, on May 14 (our sincere apology for the 
delay  listing this announcement in our newsletter); 
     To Denise Foutz and her family as they 
grieve the death of her mother, Margaret Norman, 
on June 3;  
     To Jonathan Proctor and family at the death 
of his mother, Sabrina Proctor, on June 4;  
     And to Janice Voss and her family upon the 
death of her mother, Eleanor Frazer, on June 10.  
 

May God comfort all who grieve. 
 
Congratulations! 
     Congratulations to both Michael Ray, son of 
Robin and Tony Ray, and Daniel Combs, son of 
Randy and Lisa Combs, who graduated from 
Watauga High School on June 5. 
 

     Congratulations to Aaron Hrozencik who 
graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill this spring and 
who has received a Fulbright Scholarship through 
the US State Department. The scholarship will pay 
for Aaron to live in Morocco for a year while 
working part-time in a University English 
Department, learning Arabic, and pursuing 
research.  
     Congratulation to former Grace vicar Jonathan 
Schnibben, as he has taken a call to be pastor of 
Faith United Lutheran Church in Houtzdale, PA. 
 

New Life! 
     Congratulations to Melissa and Chris Riley, at 
the birth of their son, Cooper Michael LeRoy 
Riley, on June 24.  

 
May he grow in wisdom, in stature,  

and in Godôs grace. 
 
Welcome to Our New Members 
Lisa and Anderson Profitt and Catherine and 
Isabella Templeton,  joined Grace on June 20. 
We look forward to sharing Godôs mission together 
with you!     
 

 
July Birthdays 
(1) Coburn Mahoney; (2) Pearle Bishop, Ann 
Wuebbens, (3) Patrick Green, Alex Martinez, 
Pamela Pitts, Allie Woods; (4) Paul Caldwell, 
Norma Cook, Wilma Moretz; (5) Janie 
Frederick; (6) Robert Seagle, Jeff Trexler; (7) 
Josh Bryan, Karen Reece; (8) Walter 
Kaudelka; (9) Becky Vasgaard; (10) Carrie 
Richards, Jake Smit; (13) Steve Seagle; (16) 
Jim Caldwell, Jori Vasgaard; (17) Scott 
Moretz, Alan Rominger; (18) Maxine Hughes; 
(19) Angela Massey, Simon Reece; (20) 
Sandy Trexler; (21) Marie Broyhill, Lori 
Jackson; (22) Eileen Geiger, Amy Hiatt; (23) 
Ellen Cowan, Carolyn Witt; (24) Andy 
Burgess, Hadley Woods, Peter Wuebbens; 
(25) Rebecca Dowdy; (26) Cora Moretz, 
Steve Smoot; (28) Will Voss; (29) Linda 
Lielbriedis 
 
July Anniversaries 
(1) Alan & Gail Hauser, Bob & Carol Neill; (2) 
Tony & Robin Ray; (4) Bill & Janet Moretz; (9) 
Harwood & Barbara Smith; (14) Bill & Becky 
Hutchins, Bill & Connie Hutchins; (17) Randy 
& Lisa Combs; (21) Norm & Barb Grooms; 
(22) Carl & Kathy Griewisch; (23) David & 
Janice Koppenhaver, Don & Monna Snyder; 
(25) Neil & Rachel Matthies; (27) Jeff & Cindy 
Douglas, Valdis & Linda Lielbriedis; (29) 
Jason & Chrissy Tillery 
 
July Baptisms 
(2) Eli Evans; (7) Ann Kelly; (17) Peyton 
Bodo; (18) Thomas Miller; (30) Avery Pitts, 
Elizabeth Pitts; (31) Sara Isaacs 
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GRACE EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
115 East King Street 

Boone, North Carolina 28607 

Phone: 828-264-2206 

Fax: 828-265-4679 

After Hours Emergency Pastoral Care: 828-262-0218 

Web Page: www.graceboone.org 
 

E-mail Addresses: 

Administrative Secretary: graceboone@gmail.com 

Interim Pastor: JohnCPropst@gmail.com 

Assoc. Pastor: pastorsarahlang@gmail.com 

Visitation Pastor:  visitationpastor@gmail.com 

Intern: gracevicar@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary: kristigrace@gmail.com 

Custodian/Sexton:jenniferbryan52@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

115 EAST KING STREET 

BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA 28607  

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
NON-PROFIT ORG 

U.S POSTAGE 
PAID 

BOONE, NC 
PERMIT 30 

Church Staff  Council Memb ers 

Pastor John Propst 
     Interim Pastor 
Pastor Sarah Bolick -Lang 
     Associate  Pastor 
Pastor John Bollinger  
     Visitation Pastor 
Sandy Trexler 
 Administrative Secretary 
 Newsletter Development 
TBD 
     Youth & Family Minister  
Vicar Lisa Beery 
     Intern  
Kristi Gragg  
    Transitioning Financial Secretary 
Jennifer Bryan 
    Church Sexton 
Lisa Combs 

Music Director & 11:00 Choir 
Director 

TBD 
     Children/Youth Music Director 
Vera Eckert 
     Handbell Choir Director 
Mark Tomasik  
     Organist & 8:30 Choir Director 
Connie Bishop-Cook 
     Nursery Director 

George Sox, President, '10 

Scott Evans, Vice President, '11 

Brad Kelley, Treasurer, '11 

Kevin Patterson,  Secretary, '10 

Roger Bodo, Member, '10 

Lynn Caldwell, Member, '12  

Bradley Dowdy, Member, '12 

Flint Gray, Member, '12 

Phyllis Humphrey, Member, '10  

Greg McGinnis, Member, '12 

Susan Roggenkamp, Member, '11 

Judy Sink, Member, '11 

Our Mission Statement 
 
ñGrace Lutheran Church welcomes 
all people to a journey of faith and 
service in God, empowers us to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and sends 
us through the Holy Spirit to make a 
loving difference in the world.ò 

 

mailto:JohnCPropst@gmail.com

