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NEWSLETTER

God'’s story is a big one, and we’re part of it. None of us are incidental, unnamed
characters. We are, instead, vital to the plot, and known to the author of salvation.

Dear Friends,
I've been living on the eastern seaboard now for
about thirty years. And one of the blessings of
living here is to be so close to the ocean. Grow-
ing up outside Chicago, we didn’t do much
“ocean time.”

At the beach | like to sit and read some,
and maybe do a little swimming. But the best
parts are the walks..sometimes alone; some-
times with Bernadette; and sometimes—though
they’re older now—still, with a boy or two or
three walking alongside. And while walking, it-
self, is good, it's the rumble of the surf, and the
spectacle of the endless water, and the wonder
of it all that makes the journey something differ-
ent than a walk around the block.

Because it’s so big; it’s just so big and
mighty; big not in a distressing way, but in an
enveloping way. The water stretches so far, and
makes the infinite so intimate...like on one of
those nights when it seems you can see every
star, and if you pause for a moment remember
that the light you’re seeing was born millions of
years ago, but it's the same kind of light that
comes from our own sun; or if we are “river peo-
ple,” and what it’s like to ride the current and
realize it is an elemental force taking you down
the way...

Those are moments we are reminded
that it is a big canvas upon which God has cho-
sen to paint.

The scriptures are the story of the ever-
expanding revelation of God’s self. First, there is
Abraham. And last, in Revelation, the restora-
tion of all that is. Moment by moment, through-
out the world, in every place and every way, God
reveals and brings forward the Kingdom he
promises...sometimes in ways obvious, some-
times in ways more hidden. But it’s a big story
God creates and tells; and we are each a charac-
ter in that story.

| write this having just bid farewell to the
students and adults going to Student Life Camp.
Eighty-five people from Christ Church will join
with a few hundred from other congregations

along the eastern seaboard, and together they
will worship and play and share meals and be
reminded that they are part of God’s plan for the
world’s restoration, and part of God'’s bigger
story. And they will be enlivened by their time
there, because we all want to know we are part
of something bigger than ourselves.

We all have our concerns of the day; all
have things that need to get done. Emails need
to be responded to, phone calls returned, food
put on the table, and children put to bed. These
are places of beauty, in and of themselves;
places where God’s hand touches our lives.

May we remember that these daily ac-
tions of faithfulness are part of the bigger story
beyond ourselves that God always writes; a story
higher than the stars, broader than the desert,
and deeper than the sea; a story without end; a
story of restoration, and peace, and justice, and
mercy for Short Pump, for Richmond, for our
commonwealth, for our nation, and for the
world.

God’s story is a big one, and we’re part
of it. None of us are incidental, unnamed char-
acters. We are, instead, vital to the plot, and
known to the author of salvation. In those daily
things we do...those daily places of generosity,
and service, and love, and caring...we help God
move forward this story of salvation and whole-
ness and rightness; this story of “the peace of
God which passeth all understand-
ing,” (Philippians 4:7) as we say at the end of
every worship service.

Look around...at the beach, on the river,
in the mountains; in the hand of a friend, or the
eyes of a stranger, or the squealing laughter of a
child; in a holy meal shared, and a song of praise
sung with vigor, and the stillness of our own
prayer...and we’ll see it and know it; the grand
canvas upon which God paints, the bigger story
God creates...the story we are part of, and the

story we tell.
Faal




Growing for the Generations

Last month we again hosted our friends from
CARITAS. Our thanks to one another for making this
ministry and these relationships possible.

Through your generosity, our CARITAS friends
are able to have a comfortable home in the GCC when
they are with us. The space is open and welcoming.
When it comes time to sleep, the curtain partitions can
be drawn creating smaller spaces. The café provides a
warm space to sit and visit and relax...a family room, if
you will. Because there are showers in the building, no
longer do our guests have to wait for a trip to the YMCA
to freshen up after a hot day. And the washer and
dryer make it possible to wash towels and take care of
emergency laundering on site.

The GCC is home to our youth ministry. Butin

April we held our Easter morning breakfast there. In
June we used that space in hosting both a diocesan
ordination and the national conference for AFRECS.

And in July, and earlier in the year in April, some friends

who needed a place to stay slept there, and were com-
fortable.

Thank you for your support in the creation of
the GCC. It has made a huge difference in our life, and
the lives of others; made it possible to do some things
and serve in ways that were difficult, if not impossible,

before.
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We’'re reading:

Speaking Christian, by Marcus J. Borg Bible scholar, Marcus Borg claims that “the lan-

guage of Christianity is in a state of crisis”. These “code words” we hear and read: re-
demption, savior, sacrifice, to name a few, have been stripped of their true meaning

through the history and tradition of the church. Borg teaches us how to digest these
words from a biblical perspective that illuminates and transforms our world.

"' = Parenting Beyond Your Capacity, by Reggie Joiner and Carey Nieuwhof. Parenting Be-

EX

o yond Your Capacity emphasizes the importance of faith and community, the power of rela-
o ~ tionship and the message of encouragement in the family. Joiner, creator of “Orange” a

thinking that two combined influences, Church and Family, make a greater impact than just
two separate influences, and Nieuwhof, a full time pastor, provide five family values in par-
enting that equip us for success: widen the circle, imagine the end, fight for the heart, cre-
ate a rhythm, and make it personal. God gives us all we need for successful, effective,

1 “ rewarding parenting.

The next discussion will be August 19, 7:30 am at Panera
(across from the Short Pump Mall)
2


mailto:k.nunn@christchurchrichmond.com
http://www.amazon.com/Speaking-Christian-Words-Meaning-Restored/dp/0061976555/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310044234&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Parenting-Beyond-Your-Capacity-Community/dp/1434764818/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310043399&sr=1-1

Missions & Qutireach

Volunteers needed for Backpack Project

Through The Micah Initiative , Christ Church
has a partnership with George Mason Ele-
mentary School . We'd like to help these chil-
dren get ready for the school year. We'd like
to collect 75 backpacks, filled with the neces-
sary school supplies they will need to start
the year.

So...we need your help: We are looking for
two volunteers to coordinate the backpack
collection. We would like to start the collec-
tion as soon as possible since the school year
is around the corner. If you are interested,
please contact Rick Steenrod (804.747.9636)
for more information.

CARITAS: Can You Help?

Summer is a challenging time for CARITAS. It
is often difficult to find churches who can
host during the summer.

A nearby church has recently agreed to host
CARITAS the week of August 13-19. They are
managing volunteers for many of the ser-
vices needed...but they are asking for help in
providing meals (breakfast, lunch or dinner)
on one of the days during that week.

If you (or a group you belong to) would like
to help, please contact Jenni Pandak ASAP
( pandakjs@aol.com 357-2174).

Roman Family update

Summertime has been good to the family and they are certainly making strides toward independence.
Roman started a job on June 27 and Shimendi started work July 15. Yordonas and Alay have been at-
tending summer school and with the help of many volunteers we have been able to get them to and
from school each day. In addition Alay has been going to an extra tutoring session 2 days a week after
summer school, thanks to the help of volunteers who are providing the additional help with transpor-
tation. Shimendi, Efrem, Fakadu and Robel attended VBS and all had a great time. Again special
thanks to the volunteers who provided transportation. Tutors have been taking the middle children to
the library once a week and they love being able to do that. Several fun field trips to the pool have
been organized with the children, thanks to generous volunteers.

Thank you to the many people who have given their time, support and love to
help this wonderful family. Your efforts are making a huge difference.

We continue to need help with transportation. We’ll be collecting school supplies soon so watch for
information in the bulletin. We will also be in need of tutors during the school year. Five of the chil-
dren will be attending Johnson Elementary. We hope to have 2 tutors each day.

You can check the volunteer calendar and sign up to help here:
www.mysignup.com/roman

Thanks
Betsy Gallagher

pfgmiami@aol.com 708-0645
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lce Cream Social at George Mason Elementary




Music Ministry

Baptism

Pick Up Choir
As the summer moves along, we invite anyone

who is interested to be a part of our weekly “Pick
Up Choir”. This group sings at the 10:45 worship
each Sunday. If you would like to “try out” the
chair, just come to the Church around 10:15. We
will provide the music, a brief practice, and all the
encouragement you need.

Adult Choir Workshop

The Music Ministry is planning our end of summer
Adult Choir Workshop. It will be held on Saturday
August 27 from 9am - 2 pm at the church.

We will discuss how God speaks through music
and how the music we sing reflects the teachings
in scripture. And, of course, we will be learning
new music and getting ready for the “Fall Season”.
It will be a day of food, fellowship and fun. Break-
fast and lunch will be provided.

This workshop is not just for those already partici-
pating in the Choir. It is also for anyone who wants
to learn more about the Christ Church Music Minis-
try and how it is a part of our weekly worship. Feel
free to attend and participate.

Know copyright law?

The Music Ministry is looking for someone with ex-
pertise in copyright law to help keep our copyrights/
royalties organized. If you are interested in assist-
ing, contact either Keith Tan or Missy Jennings at
the church.

We hope everyone is having a great summer.
Thanks for your encouragement and support of the
Music Ministry.

Steve /@/@/‘&’

Baptisms are scheduled for September 10/11.
If you have a family member to be baptized,
please contact Jan in the church office.
364-0394
j-modlinski@christchurchrichmond.com

Got picturese

We’'re working on a picture montage to be

used in worship this Fall...depicting our church
life over the past 12 months. Do you have
photos of church activities...children/youth/
adult/missions/worship etc.

If you have pictures to share, please put them
on a disk and bring them to the church office.
Thanks!

Kids Quest

Kids’ Quest is our program for preschool and ele-
mentary-aged kids (3 - 5th grade). It includes an
engaging large group gathering for worship and
education, alongside a peer small group time with
adult leaders. Kids’ Quest is held during each wor-
ship service from September 17/18 through May
21/22 (with some exceptions).

You can register at:
christchurchrichmond.com

Find us on

facebook.

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchrichmond




New Playground Equipment
is arriving August 20!
Volunteers are needed to help
with installation.

We are looking for 20-30 volunteers to help with
the installation on Saturday, August 20.
(We'll work from @ 7:30 am—>5:30 pm)

By wsing voluntesrs to help with the installation we were abls fo save monsy and add
more equipment to our playground!
The plaveround comparny will send 2 supervisors to guide us through the equipment

All volunteers will be well fed throughout the day!

If you are able to help for all or any part of the day: we need YOUI

Please contact one of the following people if you are able fo volunteer:

Cheri Erk, Executive Director — cherifiichristchurchpreschool.com
David Frei, CCEP Project Manager —Davefreifpamail.com
Shelley Putney, CCEF Volunteer Coordinator — gepuinevipearthlink.net

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOI

Sinnere{y,:

*Team Playground®
Cheri Erk, David Frei, and Shelley Putney L
|



Pre-School

Welcome to Christ Church Episcopal Preschool! We are an active ministry of Christ Church
Episcopal, and our mission is to provide a developmentally appropriate Christian environment
for the children in our community. Our preschool will offer a safe, loving and nurturing envi-
ronment with low student to teacher ratios. Additionally, we will endeavor to instill in your

childalife-l ong | ove of |l earning while assisting you
Christian values. In addition to classroom instruction the children will attend chapel and mu-
sic weekly.

All children must be potty trained except for children in two year old class.
Hours of operation: 9:00 am i 12:00 noon.

Classes available for 2012012. Limited space remaining.

Two Day/Two Year Old Class:
Meets Tuesday, Wednesday. Must be 2 years old by 9/30/11 to attend 2011-12.
Three Day/Three Year Old Class
Meets Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. Must be 3 years old by 12/31/11 to attend 2011-2012 school year.
Four Day/Four Year Old Class
Meets Monday - Thursday. Must be 4 years old by 12/31/11 to attend 2011-2012 school year.
Four Day/PreK Class
Meets Monday - Thursday. Must be 4 years old by 9/30/11 to attend 2011-2012 school year.
Five Day/PreK Class
Meets Monday T Friday. Must be 4 years old by 9/30/11 to attend for 2011-2012 school year.

Enrichment Programs:
12:00 - 1:30 available after school on select days.

How do | register?

Stop by the preschool office or visit our website at www.christchurchpreschool.com for an application and more
information.
Please contact Cheri Erk , Executive Director at 3645905with any questions.

** It is recommended that all prospective families schedule a tour of the preschool program before registering.

20122013 School year Registration dates

January 4, 2012 Returning families
January 11, 2012  Christ Church Episcopal families
January 18, 2012 General Public

Email Cheri Erk: cheri@christchurchpreschool.com
CCEP website: www.christchurchpreschool.com

Preschool Office - 804-364-5905


http://www.christchurchpreschool.com
mailto:cheri@christchurchpreschool.com
http://www.christchurchpreschool.com

Education for Ministry (EfM)

If you want to learn more about Scripture, religious traditions and church history
...then EfM might be for you.
If you are seeking to better understand your role in ministering to your family, your
church and your community
...then EfM might be for you.

E/M

EDUCATION F OR MEEN"] STRY

A group begins at Christ Church in September.

EfM groups discuss texts developed specifically for adult learners by the School of
Theology at Sewanee. Study of these texts is completed over the course of 4 years
(participants commit to one year at a time).

The course covers

e Old Testament (Hebrew Scripture)
e New Testament

e Church History

e Theological Choices.

A group may have members from each of the four years, which adds richness to the
discussion. In addition to weekly text discussion, the seminars offer another discussion
format unique to EfM called theological reflection (TR) in which materials or situations
are viewed through multiple lenses, connecting faith and experience, with the goal of
providing insights. Throughout EFM, participants have a wonderful opportunity to de-
velop deep relationships with other group members.

No tests, no quizzes, no papers, no prerequisites (but Sewanee will grant continuing
education credits to those who complete all 4 years ). Tuition charged by Sewanee
covers the materials, administrative costs and small honoria for the mentors.

Co-mentors for EfM are Jean Watkins and Pam Board. We hope you will seriously
consider EfM. Education, a chance to develop deep relationships, a framework for

asking theological questions and a certificate suitable for framing...who could ask for
anything more! Check the website for more info.

www.christchurchrichmond.com

8
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Financial Report

Year To Date Financial Results As Of 6-30-11
P & L Summary

Budgeted

Actual Results Through Full Year

Through June June Difference 2011 Budget
Pledge Income $504 663 $526.431 -$21,768 $1.040.024
Non-Pledge Income $121822 367,316 $54 500 $173,500
Total Income $626.485 $503.747 $32,738 $1.222524
Total Expenses $579,578 $624 753 -$45,175 $1.274 428
Surplus/Deficit $46.007 -$31,008 $77,013 -$51,004

Total Cash on Hand $1.187.655

Construction Loan Balance $412.355

Total income through June 30th is $32,738 more than the budget. This positive performance is due to non-pledge
income being consistently higher than the budgeted amount all year (Non pledge income is all gifts received not
associated with a pledge). Expenses are under budget by $45,175 primarily because some ministry teams will
spend their allocations later in the year than anticipated in the budget.

Total cash on hand includes proceeds from the sale of the land to the County of Henrico, temporarily restricted
cash and unrestricted cash. Unrestricted cash available for operations is $336,316. Temporarily restricted cash is
gifts received where the donor has specified a specific purpose for the gift.

The construction loan is related to the Growing for the Generations Campaign. Gifts received to fulfill Growing for
the Generations pledges are being used to make payments on this loan.

On June 19" at the 10:45AM service the loose plate collection of $2410 was designated for American Friends of
the Episcopal Church in Sudan. Food bank collection on June 2™ and 3™ was $521

Thank you for your support of Christ Church and our ministries which allows all of us to be the hands and feet of

Christ in the World.

David Latham, Treasurer

david.latham(@comcast.net


mailto:david.latham@comcast.net
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