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Dear Friends,

Over seven months ago, we began a project. It
was to read and study the Gospel According to
[dz] S (23SUKSNW 2SS Ol
on the weekend of May 7,8, the Big Read comes to
a close.

Since we began, we have preached and
taught on the Gospel According to Luke, from be-
ginning to end. We have not touched on every
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in the Gospel of Jesus, and the ones that most
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ies have been studying Luke, along with our chil-
dren and youth.

There have been a few purposes to this
project. One was simply to learn the story better;
to walk with Jesus from the beginningt in Luke,
that means from before the birtht to the end;
which, of course, is not an end at all. We are fol-
lowers of Jesus. To do that, we learn the story of
Jesus.

Another purpose was to do something
together; to be gathered around a common study.
LYRAGARdzZ £ aiddzRe 27F
portant. But the scriptures were written for a peo-

those who once were thought to be left outside;

the power of forgiveness; that the Kingdom is

something we seek, we pray for, we receive, and

that is already among us; that we are called to
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But enough of my words. What about

your words?

e What has it been like for you to walk through

Luke these seven months?
v What has been your experience of the Big Read?

order, from beginning to end?
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again?
e Were we to enter into a project such as this
again, what would you continue and what
would you change?

| encourage you to give some feedback.
One way would be to share your thoughts with a
member of the staff. You could also send an email
to: Thebigread@christchurchrichmond.com. Your
feedback is important and would be greatly appre-
ciated. A A
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the Big Read. On behalf of everybody, thank you
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member that universal literacy is a modern phe- Christ Church by the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston,
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So the scriptures had to be read, and heard, and through the end of Luke. Fittingly, we finished
responded to together. Which, of course, fits into with baptisms, confirmations, receptions, and re-
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ple. make, and renew, our covenantal commitment to
Another purpose was to listen; to dwell in the Good News. And fittingly, we finish by moving
the scriptures deeply, and listen to what they have into Missions Month. Hillary is writing more ex-
to say to us. Not to listen disinterestedly, but with tensively on Missions Month elsewhere in this edi-
intent and openness and expectation that God has tion of The Grateful Heaytbut note our theme:
something to say to us here and now. Canweun- & , 2dz F NB sAlGySaasSaxe
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ing about the barriers we erect around ourselves
after reading how Jesus reaches out to,chchaeusj
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...from Hillary

May 1, 2011
Dear Friends,

Join me i cel ebrati
the month of May.

Jesus, on that glorious Easter morning, risen
from the tomb, appears first to his friends as they are
walking along to Emmaus. Their eyes are prevented
from recognizing him. So, he opens their minds to un-
derstand the scriptures, that it is written that Christ
would suffer and on the third day rise. Together, they
share a meal, and the eyes of the apostles are opened.
They recognize Jesus. Grounded in scripture, fed with
spiritual food, Jesus i
witnesses, 0 Jesus says.
the Way, the Truth and the Life, and to go out and bear
fruit. Today, we contii
witnesses.

Christ Church is a people, inviting, growing,
living. If we were to add a label to the third leg of our
stool , Alivingo we woul
serve as faithful witnesses near and far. Over these next
weeks, Christ Church will celebrate its service through-

out worship. Let me share with you how these weeks
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testimonies from those who serve with The Micah Initia-
tive, a partnership program between churches, syna-
gogues, mosques and other communities of faith in met-
ropolitan Richmond and the Richmond Public Schools
for the purpose of supporting the education and the nur-
ture of the children of Richmond. You will hear stories
of Habitat for Humanity and Rebuilding Together bring-
ing volunteers and communities together to build and
improve the homes and lives of low-income homeown-
ers. A volunteer youth will share her story of The Peter
Paul Development Camp, a camp that transports under
resourced youth to our campus June 27-July 1 to build
relationships with our youth, and teach basic life skills.
This past week we hosted The Rev. Pierre Henry Fritz
Valdema and his lovely wife, Carmel, building our part-
nership with Haiti, wh e
quake destroyed church and school of St. Marc, Lilavois
in mission July 11-18.

“7¢aa¢ arne Witnesses

I n addition, youol | Wi tnes:¢
of our Sudan Mission team departing for Southern Su-
dan May 22 to serve with Hope and Resurrection Secon-

dary School, the hope for the future of Southern Sudan.
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8, we remember those who are hungry and bring non
perishable canned foods for the Central Virginia Food
Bank, and our dollars to feed families in need ($20.00
feeds a family for a week). Soon opportunities will be
available to serve with CARITAS (Congregations
Around Richmond Involved to Assure Shelter), single
male guests scheduled for Jul 16-23. The team support-
ing our friend, Roman, from Ethiopia and her children,
are always happy to have help in tutoring, teaching,
drévingt and fhélpgng outha isisgle fncanl witho sk éndppsy :
childdre Ricknmd Hopel Boundation tieddsu sseddy i
runners to jog along side children practicing at losing
theur@ning wheelss €onl PiteLearnimy Cedter is gragefdl
for help in providing quality preschool to at risk chil-
dren. Boaz and Ruth restores lives and communities
through relationships, training, transitional jobs and eco-
domic @itdlizationy all svehl youe belp. Ser@er witla n t
Comfort Zone Camp in helping grieving kids to heal and
grow.
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As Christ Church, we are active, busy people,
caring deeply about those in need in our very neighbor-
kiood fand it the wArld.e We Wivd witle gsnsr@ish@arts.
hler omagyhso utto tsheer iveo.nt hYo w &lalr n h ena |
Witnesses. 0 I n the Milling
the many ministries are available for you to discover
more. Ask questions. Contact Rick Steenrod, (804-405
-9187; RODNSUE@comcast.net) head of Mission Out-
reach/ Faith in Action Mi
with others who can help you serve as a witness.
Jesus tells us, MnAs
sending you. o0 Al t hat
comes from God. May we go, returning to God what is
Godobs, as the hands and
we do, using our resources rightly. Have fun. Be chal-
|l enged by Goddés calll to
to serve with you. Enjoy
are Witnesses. o0

ni stry

t he
we

Fat
ar

feet o

serve.
t he

we 01 | be rebuil di he ear |

Blessings
Hillary

re ng t

’

Luke




Growing for the Generations

Dear Friends,

Letds Bring the Growing for the Generat.i

Three years ago, this congregation took a bold step of faith. During the worst eco-
nomic conditions since the Great Depression, many of us made a promise to finan-
cially support the expansion of the worship space and the creation of new spaces
for our youth and music ministries.

Thank you to everyone who took part in the campaign, volunteering your time, tal-
ents and money. And thank you to everyone who has faithfully fulfilled their
pledges, or is in the process of doing so. Due to your generosity, we were able to
expand the worship space; we have a music ministry wing in the worship space
that is used by all of our choirs, as well as other church groups; and our youth en-
joy a magnificent new space that allows them to spread out, sing, play games and
worship God, while also allowing Christ Church to

We are excited to bring the campaign to a successful close this December, and are
looking forward to charging across the finish line!

We will be bringing you updates about the campaign over the coming months.
Anyone who has joined our church community since the initial campaign three
years ago, please consider joining us on this spiritual journey; you can call Kathy
Nunn in the church office (364-0394) to have a confidential conversation about
pledging to support the campaign. Or, if you made a pledge to the campaign and
wish to adjust the amount of your commitment (up or down), please contact Kathy
so the church can plan accordingly.

Fulfilling our pledges is about keeping our promises to God and each other, and
enabling the church to avoid long-term debt. Thanks for your faithfulness.

Gratefully,
Pete Gallaghennd Lilly Andrews
Growing for the Generations Co-chairs
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Parents with Special Needs

Parents With Special Needs

The next Parents With Special Needs is scheduled to meet
Tuesday May 24 at 7:00 p.m. in The Garage At Christ Church.

Who comes to Parents With Special Needs?
Parents who spend their days and nights caring for a child or children who re-
quire special attention because of a learning disability, or a physical or emo-
tional challenge. The parents attending spread the gamut, parenting young
preschoolers to adult children with challenges. Either way, all parents have
special needs, and these parents, in particular have a unique set of challenges.
They find support and comfort in this caring community and as is typical of lov-
ing parents, they first think how they can offer support to more parents with spe-
cial needs.
Sometimes it is that parents are so thorough in meeting the needs of their chil-
dren who require special needs and attention, they find it difficult to carve out
time for themselves. Over the past several months, a group of parents with spe-
cial needs have been meeting. When asked what they need, parents ex-
pressed they needée

*to know theydre not al one

*to have a oO0safed6 place, a community t
*to be with people who dondt judge

*to laugh

*to ask how God understands special needs

*to explore what i's onor mal o

It may be that you are a Parent With Special Needs.
Please accept this invitation, extended to you by Parents With Spe-
cial Needs and plan to gather Tuesday May 24 at 7:00 p.m. in The
Garage At Christ Church.  May you find this time healing, and help-
ful. Questions? Ask Hillary West a

364-0394 ext. 23; h.west@christchurchrichmond.com
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Caritas Furniture POD

The CARITAS Furniture Bank has located a permanent furniture POD on the
Christ Church campus. This drop off site will be available to anyone in the area
with items to donate.

The POD will be unlocked Monday through Friday from 8:30AM to 4:30PM, Sat-
urday 10:00 to 5:00PM and Sunday 8:00AM to 2:00PM.

To drop off at other times, please contact Christopher Pandak (357-9216) to get
the combination for the lock.

Furniture and household goods that you donate will be provided free through
CARITAS to individuals and families who are exiting homeless shelters and crisis-
intervention programs.

Essentials we collect and distribute:

(if you have questions about what is accepted please contact
Christopher Pandak)

Mattresses
Sofas/Loveseats
Bed frames (all sizes)
Dining tables and chairs
Dressers
Pots and Pans
Bed Linens
Bath Towels
Dishes/Flatware
Chairs
Lamps
Rugs
Small Appliances
Heaters
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Help! My child is going to 6th grade !

Nervous about your child going into middle school? You are not alone. Fortunately, we have some helpful information to share
with you about easing the transition from childrends ministr
parents like you.

Why is this transition important?

There are a few times in the course of a faith journey when people commonly stop being actively involved in building their

relationship with Christ. The transition between 5th and 6th grade is one of those times. In 6th grade, youth begin to find their

niche and decide what their extracurricular pri opyoith es wi | |
group than to realize itbés important in 8th grade.

How is youth ministry different than childrends ministry?
One of the major surface differences is our meeting times. Middle school youth meet from 3:30 to 5:30 on Sundays and have

small groups that meet at various times during the week. This means that you will have to make an extra effort to make sure

your child is involved. Another major difference is the content. A typical Sunday youth group looks like this: active games, a

worship band, a message given by Joe or Jenna, and occasionally discussion group time. Finally, youth have more events and

trips than children.

What are some important dates and times for me to know?
A Moving on up picnic: May 15th at 12:30

A First youth group that rising 6th graders can attend: June
A Volunteer or participatl® at Vacation Bible School (July 11
How can | help my child get acclimated to the youth ministry?

A Come to youth group. Talk you your youth about coming to vy
€ven come.

A Join a small group. Small groups will start inanthe fall. T
have the opportunity to make friends in a more intimate (and possibly less intimidating) way.

A Meet with Joe and Jenna. You can come by yourself or bring
and/or your youth to feel more comfortable. You can also share with us any concerns and alert us to things that might be helpful

to know about your youth.

A Plan to send your youth on the Fall Retreat. Thins is a gre
their leaders, and God. Although many parents are nervous and unsure about whether their child is ready to be away from

home, itoémsi omd yewentwoand your child will not be fatdaway. Ad
How can | get connected for information?

A Joi n tnmiklistpCantaetdoe ordenna to get signed up.

A Visit our website: www.ccgarage.org.

A Check the church bulletin and email blast for announcement
A Talk to Joe or Jenna. Jenna works most closely with the mi

How can | help with youth ministry?

A Be a greeter and check students in. This only requires tha
A Participate with Service Saturday monthly.

A Come with us on retreats and other trips.

A Be a part of our Youth Ministry Team.

A Look out for easy ways to help in the email bl ast .
Hopefully, these things will be helpful as you begi

youth ministry. Please feel free to contact either of us with any questions or concerns that you might have,
and remember to come to the picnic at 12:30 on May 15th!

Grace and Peace,

Jenna Vinci Rebecca Guzman

Associate Youth Minister Childrendés Minister
(804)364-0394 x16 (church) (804)364-0394 x13 (church)

(843)685-9832 (cell) (843)727-5900 (cell)
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35 Christ Church members worked with Reburldgng Together on Saturday
April 30 to assist 2 homeowners. One of the homeowners said "These are
things we can't do because of our age and income. You are the answer to

our prayers."




Mens Breakfast

Saturday, May 21 at 8:00 am.
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Please contact Will Watkins if you plan to attend
so we may plan for food and seating. (WWatkins@mindspring.com)

Altar Flower Dedications

If you would like to make a dedication for Altar Flowers
on a particular weekend, please sign up
on the bulletin board in the hallway off the Milling Area
(near the restrooms...on the way to the parlor).

Suggested donation for a dedication is $40.

(The church office will call you to get the wording for your dedication.)

Haiti Mission Trip

A mission trip is scheduled for July 1B

May 12 is the deadline for anyone who wishes to sign up for this trip.
Preparation meetings begin May 15.
Interested? Need more info?
Contact Frank Blake (Francis_S_Blake@homedepot.com)(1-910-398-7150)

e
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May is Missions Month




Youth Ministry

Middle SchoolSummer Missions Trigrhere is
ONE middle school spot open for our trip to Youth-
works in Raliegh,NC (June 26-July 1). If you need
more info or want to sign up contact Jenna. (364-
0394)

High School Retreat

May 13-15 We will be talking about what it looks
like to live out love. We will also have a great time
experiencing God in the great out of doors. Come
joinus! The cost is $125 / person and includes
food and lodging. Questions? Talk to Joe (364
0394) You can register online(Make checks pay-
able to Christ Church) There are scholarships
available.

Moving on Up Picnic

Sunday, May 15 at 12:30 pm

This is a celebration and welcome for our current
5th grade (upcoming 6th grade students). We are
so excited to be welcoming our upcoming stu-
dents! If you are a family with a middle school stu-
dent we would love to have you come out and
welcome these families and offer support. We are
also looking to have some middle school youth
come out and get to know and play games with
our new students while we have a question and
answer time with parents. Contact Jenna to RSVP.
(364-0394) The first youth group for current 5th
grade students is Sunday, June 12th at 3:30pm.

Youth Ministers want to know:

If your son or daughter has a sports schedule, a
recital, concert, performance coming up we want
to know about it! We would love to come out and
support him or her. The sooner we know the bet-
ter. Please e-mail the details to Jenna:
(j.vinci@christchurchrichmond.com) Thanks!

Youth Group Schedyle

May 15
Regular Youth Group Schedule
Mid Highs 3:30 pm
Sen Highs 6:30 pm
May 21
Regular Youth Group Schedule
Mid Highs 3:30 pm
Sen Highs 6:30 pm
™ May 29
emorial Day Wee
Combined Youth Grg/up 6:3k(? n(;)30 pm
June 5
Regular Youth Group Schedule
Mid Highs 3:30 pm
Sen Highs 6:30 pm

Like Christ Church on facebook:;

www.facebook.com/christchurchrichmond
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Childrens Ministry

Kids Quest End of Year Partylay 22 at 5:00 pm.  Moving on Up Picnhic

come eat pizza, play a little kickball and hang out  Sunday, May 15 at 12:30 pm

on the playground. Please letus know if youare  Thijs is a celebration and welcome for our cur-

coming so we can order enough pizza. RSVP HERE: rent 5th grade (upcoming 6th grade students).

?;:g}.{/lvg\évzvhimlstchurchnchmond.com/ We are so excited to be welcoming our up-
' coming students! If you are a family with a

Kids Quest is undergoing some changes in 2011mlddle school student we would Iove.t.o have
2012 you come out and welcome these families and

Come be a part of the conversation ...choose any ~ Offer support. We are also looking to have
one of these sessions: Sunday May 15t/6:00 Par- Some middle school youth come out and get
lor (childcare provided) Wednesday May 18th ~ to know and play games with our new stu-
9:30 GCC Conference Room (childcare provided)  dents while we have a question and answer
Wednesday May 18116:30 Room 202 time with parents. Contact Jenna to RSVP.

(364-0394) The first youth group for current

YARS8Q {dZYYSNJ . 2271 /{ dz& grade students is Sunday, June 12th at
Save the dates: June 22, July 6, July 22, August 3 3:30pm.

(9:30 am). Thisis for rising kindergarten through
5th graders.

Vacation Bible School

July 11-15

9:00 amod Noon

uihere Jesus makes 2 (ifference every day!

‘es,
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Register online at:

http://www.christchurchrichmond.com/vbs
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AFRECS

A\~ d

American Friends
of the Episcopal Church of Sudan
(AFRECS)

The American Friends of the Episcopal Church of Sudan, founded in 2005, is a network of indi-
viduals, churches, dioceses, and other organizations that seeks to focus attention on the needs and
priorities of the Episcopal Church of Sudan (ECS) and enable American friends to assist the ECS
in meeting the needs of the Sudanese people.

Christ Church is pleased to host the National Conference of AFRECS
June 17-19, 2011

Some people attending the conference may wish to stay at a home rather than a ho-
tel. Would you be willing to open your home to welcome an out of town guest?

Most guests wil arrive on Friday, June 17 or Saturday, June 18 (a few may arrive a
day earlier: Thursday, June 16).

Host responsibilities would be to provide a room and transportation between your
home and Christ Church.

If you would be willing to host a guest or two, or if you have questions, please con-
tact Jennifer Ernst.(784-3830)
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10:45 am Service

If you would prefer to receive the monthly newsletter electronically,
please send an email to Josie, at j.sicheri@christchurchrichmond.com
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