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November 30th - 8:30am & 11:00am
 The First Sunday of Advent 

Dr. Al Cadenhead 
“Toward Spiritual Health: 

Good News About the Future”
Mark 13: 24-37 

December 7th - 8:30am & 11:00am
The Second Sunday of Advent 

Dr. Al Cadenhead 
“Toward Spiritual Health: 

Good News from the Wilderness”
Mark 1: 1-18

 Christian Education 
(includes outside groups/events) 
Division Enrollment  Attendance
Preschool    102    80
Children    113    84
Students    146   86
Adults     825    356
Total   1,186   606

Worship Total 678

Christian Stewardship
Average Weekly Requirement  *$46,009.55
Year-To-Date Budget Requirements  $2,162,449.21
Year-To-Date Budget Received  $2,063,034.65
Campaign To-Date Receipts   $5,621,392.01
Year-To-Date Campaign Receipts  $40,573.26
Year-To-Date Bank Note Balance  $845,325.68
Year-To-Date Self-Financed 
Debt Balance     $155,088.07
*The average weekly requirement is the annual bud-
get divided by 52-weeks. 

It Matters (Believe!) as of 11/24/14:
Commitment Cards Received: 371 
Amount Pledged: $1,715,849 

ON RECORD - November 23, 2014 Sunday in Worship

This Month:
Deacon of the week (704-366-4030 x147):
November 26- December 2: Garo Aghjayan 
December 3-9: Michael Aycock
Minister on call:
November 28-30: Andy Smith (704-763-9475) 
December 5-7: Richard Landers (704-608-3371)

 

 
I cannot believe that we are looking at the first Sunday of Advent. Seems like we 
just recently stored the decorations from last year. Nevertheless, it is upon us. 
The season usually means a stepped up pace of activity and lots of demands on 
our time and energy. 
My hope is that you and I can sort through the demands and prioritize what 
matters most. During the season there will be special events that are designed 
to add meaning to our celebration. The key is make sure our frantic activity 
does not displace those moments that give depth and joy to the season. 

I will not go into detail about all of them but they start this Sunday. In addition to Sunday 
worship, there is Hanging Of The Green service on Sunday night. A number of changes have been 
made from the previous services that should make it a special moment. This Connections issue 
and the weekly worship bulletin will list so many other opportunities for joy and meaning.
Also, each year we provide an Advent Devotional Guide. Some years we write them ourselves. 
But, this year I found one that I really liked and purchased it. There is a piece for every day of the 
month. They are taken from writings of the well known author, Henri Nouwen. Copies will be in 
the Rotunda beginning Sunday, November 30th, and they are free to you. Please take one and 
let it assist you in your Advent devotional journey. The writings begin this Sunday. 
Let me be very transparent and say that for some very obvious reasons I look forward to sharing 
this Advent season with you. Each year is special. This one takes on a whole new look for me. 
See you Sunday as we begin our season of expectation!
 
Grace and peace,

Connecting
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The following is excerpted from 
“Pass the Peace, Not the Germs” 
by Timothy Hill. The full article is 
available in the Rotunda.
As we approach another flu 
season, perhaps it’s time to 
consider the ramifications of 
Passing the Peace – both as 
liturgical practice and health 
awareness.
First, let us consider what 
this means from a liturgical 
standpoint.  Theologian James 
White says, “we cannot touch 
God, but each of us can touch 
others in God’s name … the 
passing of the peace has again 
become a prominent sign 
of reconciliation and love as 
Christians embrace one another 
or shake hands during worship.”  
It is a specific act of worship 
meant to encourage one another 
in the comforting thought that 
Christ is present and among us 

– bringing peace.  Sharing signs 
of peace and love in worship 
should compel us to do the same 
outside the church.  In worship 
we rehearse and reenact God’s 
story of salvation.  A story filled 
with love and peace, hope and 
joy.  As the body of Christ we are 
to boldly share these signs with 
the world.
Equipped with this knowledge, 
how, then, are we to share signs 
of peace without sharing each 
other’s germs?  Remember, 
Jesus could heal the sick, and 
I’ll assume that included the 
common cold and the flu!  
Perhaps we can look past the 
gesture alone to the words we 
use during this act of worship.  
There can be such wonderful 
compassion and love by speaking 
kind words of peace to someone 
while looking them in the eyes.  
It signifies that you are present 

with them in that moment and 
that all other things (at least for 
this brief time) can wait.  While 
there is great importance in the 
combination of sign and spoken 
word, it seems obvious during 
this time of year that we place 
our emphasis on the latter.  Just 
as the Apostle Paul encouraged 
the Christians in Rome to not 
be stumbling blocks for one 
another, so, too, can we seek 
to proactively “pursue what 
makes for peace and for mutual 
upbuilding” (Romans 14:19).  
During this season, our prompts 
during worship will be for you 
to “speak the peace of Christ 
to one another.”  It is my hope 
that you will find renewal and 
reconciliation as you share these 
loving words.  
 

One of the most beautiful images 
in our Sanctuary during the 
Advent Season are the array of 
red poinsettias displayed.  
Would you like to honor or 
remember a loved one with a 
poinsettia this Advent season? 
Order your poinsettia now 
through Sunday, November 
30th by filling out the form below 

and attaching a check for $35 
payable to PBC (with poinsettia in 
the memo line). Additional forms 
are available at the Church Office. 
Drop off your order form and 
payment at the Church Office. 
Your name and your honoree’s 
name will be listed in our 
December 7th worship guides. 
You can take your poinsettias 

home after our Lessons and 
Carols Service on December 
21st. Contact 
Summer Sneed at 
704.366.4030 x122 
with questions.
 

Advent Poinsettias

#
Name of Purchaser:________________________

In honor or memory (please circle one) of:___________________________________________ 
 
Your order must be accompanied by an order form. No orders will be accepted after November 30th.

“Pass the Peace, Not the Germs”
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MISSIONS      

Christmas is the time for giving! 
Listed below are this year’s PBC 
projects. 
 
Toys for Tots
We are collecting new, 
unwrapped toys for children 
in need in our community. A 
collection area is located in the 
hallway leading to the Crouch 
Fellowship Hall. Collection will 
continue until December 17th, to 
insure the toys will be delivered in 
time for Christmas. 

Friendship Trays “Snow Packs”
We are collecting canned food 
items for Friendship Trays to 
distribute to their meal recipients. 
These “snow packs” are provided 
as backup food supplies for 
inclement weather days when 

Friendship Trays cannot deliver 
their meals. There are flyers 
located at the collection table 
(near the Fellowship Hall) that 
detail specific food needs.  
 
The Christmas Project
Along with celebrating 60 years 
as a church in 2014, this year was 
also marked as our 40th year 
providing hams to the Christmas 
Police Project.  We recently 
learned that the CMPD Chief and 
Assistant Chief decided not to 
include food in their collection 
drive this year. While we are 
saddened by this change, we are 
thankful for almost 4 decades of 
being allowed to provide food to 
the hungry. 
We have renamed our Christmas 
food drive, “The Christmas 
Project.” Through the tireless 

work of project coordinator, 
Penny Hewett and the PBC 
Missions Committee, we will 
partner with three local agencies 
that focus on hunger relief. 
The Christmas Project funds will 
be distributed as follows: 
50% - Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Metrolina 
25% - Friendship Trays 
25% - Loaves and Fishes 
If you wish to contribute to this 
new effort, designate “The 
Christmas Project” on your check 
payable to PBC.

Christmas Giving

There are many who struggle 
with food insecurity which means 
that they may now know where 
or when they will get their next 
meal.   
Donations to soup kitchens and 
food pantries often increase 
during this time of year (increased 
number of food drives.) When 
donating food, consider items 
that are high in nutrition and low 
in sodium, sugar and fat. 
According to a CDC survey done 
in 2001, the following health 
conditions are found in most food 
pantry clients/customers: 
 Diabetes: 21% 

 High Blood Pressure: 46% 
 High Cholesterol: 45% 
 BMI (Body Mass Index) in Obesity   
 Range: 52% 
 
The following items are 
suggestions for food donations 
that are healthier choices 
especially for those with diabetes 
or heart disease: 
 
• Brown rice, whole grain pasta, 
oats & cereal 
• Dried beans or lentils 
• No salt added green beans, 
tomatoes, and corn 
• Canned peaches or pineapple in 

100% juice 
• Canned chicken or tuna in water 
• Peanut butter (natural, no 
trans-fat) 
• Olive oil 
• Salt-free seasonings and spices 
 
Consider these options when 
donating and make this season 
healthier for everyone. 
*Information adapted from 
Carolinas Healthcare 
Faith Community Ministry.
 
- Anita Bishop, RN, PBC Faith 
Community Nurse

Holiday Food Donating - Make it Healthy
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ADVENT

First Sunday of Advent, November 30th: 8:30 & 11:00am worship
“Toward Spiritual Health: Good News About the Future” Mark 13:24-37, Dr. Al Cadenhead 
 
Hanging of the Green Service – Sunday, November 30th, 6:00pm, Sanctuary
Our children’s choirs, student choirs, handbells, Sanctuary Choir and the PBC string ensemble will 
participate as we decorate the Sanctuary for the Advent season. 
 
Family Advent Dinner – Friday, December 5th, 6:00pm, Crouch Fellowship Hall
Families will enjoy a delicious meal together and then make an Advent wreath  to use at home.  Please 
make reservations in the Children’s Ministry Office. 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 7th: 8:30 & 11:00am worship
“Toward Spiritual Health: Good News from the Wilderness” Mark 1:1-18, Dr. Al Cadenhead 
 
Preschool Angel Breakfast – Sunday, December 7th, 9:30am, Crouch Fellowship Hall
Join us for our annual tradition that is a highlight for our preschoolers and their families! 
 
Third Sunday of Advent, December 14th: 8:30 & 11:00am worship 
“Toward Spiritual Health: Good News from a Stranger” John 1:6-8, 19-28, Dr. Al Cadenhead 
 
Baby’s 1st Christmas Party– Sunday, December 14th, 9:45am
All babies born in 2014 and their parents are invited!  We have a special gift for our babies! 
 
Children’s Christmas Parties – Wednesday, December 17th, 6:00–7:15pm
Festive fun for preschoolers and children.  Please make reservations with the Children’s Ministry Office. 
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21st: 8:00am-Breakfast; 9:00am-Sunday School; 10:30am-Worship
Lessons and Carols Service – Sunday, December 21st, 10:30am, Sanctuary
Special Christmas music and readings, led by our Sanctuary Choir and  a string ensemble. 
 
Christmas Eve – Wednesday, December 24th 
 • 10:00am - Children, Candles and Carols Service (family-friendly service) 
 •   6:00pm - Candlelight and Communion Service 
   “Seemingly Low Profile People” Luke 2:1-14, Dr. Al Cadenhead, preaching 
 • 11:30pm - Candlelight and Communion Service 
 
First Sunday after Christmastide, December 28th:
8:00am-Breakfast; 9:00am-Sunday School; 10:30am-Worship 
“Toward Spiritual Health: The Freedom of a Slave” Luke 4:16-21, Dr. Al Cadenhead

Advent at Providence



COMMUNITY

www.providencebc.org6

December 3rd
Pulled Pork 
Red Beans 
Southwestern Rice 
Tortillas 
Nacho Cheese and Chips 
Nutella Pie

December 10th
Lemon Pepper Baked Chicken 
Breast 
Gnocchi with Basil Alfredo Sauce 
Broccoli and Cauliflower 
Rolls 
Pumpkin Pie

December 17th
Beef Pot Roast with 
Potatoes and Carrots 
Baby Lima Beans 
Yeast Rolls 
Chocolate Bread with 
Crème Anglaise

Please note: These menus are subject to change depending on food availability and church schedules.

The fourth Quarterly Church 
Conference (Q4) was held on 
Wednesday, November 12th. The 
Church Clerk, Sharon Dotson 
prepared the minutes.  Standing 
committee and organization 
reports and actions are 
summarized below: 
· In Q3, we had 17 new members 
and 1 death bringing our total 
membership to 2,106.
· Anne Tunstall reported that 
the WMU November collection 
project is canned food items for 
Friendship Trays. Their December 
meeting will be held at Billie Jean 
Simpson’s home - all women are  
invited to attend.
· Tim Dukes (for the Finance 
Committee) presented the 2015 
budget of $2,479,551.26. It was 
unanimously approved.  

· John Hall (for the Personnel 
Committee) reported that the 
interim/transition planning is 
in progress to prepare for Dr. 
Al Cadenhead’s retirement and 
bringing an interim preacher 
for worship. Dr. David Jordan 
will provide staff oversight and 
pastoral care just as he does now 
when Al is away from the church.
· Rick Farrell for the Stewardship 
Committee) reported 315 cards 
turned in. 273 with amount.  42 
no amount.
· David Price, Sunday School 
Director, reported on Sunday 
School and voiced a tribute to 
Wilson Goolsby.
· Richard Landers reported that 
the Nominating Committee has 
been busy recruiting committee 
and organization members for 

the class of 2015-2017.  Members 
presented were unanimously 
approved.
· Les Miller reported that the 
efforts of the Special Nominating 
Committee to fill vacancies on 
the Nominating Committee is 
in progress.
* Alvin Schmidt (for the Missions 
Committee) thanked all who 
participated in this year’s CROP 
Walk (50 members participated 
and raised over $9,900). He also 
thanked all who participated in 
Operation Inasmuch (275 PBC 
members, 20 Oakhurst Baptist 
members, 26 projects).
The first Quarterly Church 
Conference for 2015, is scheduled 
for Wednesday, February 11th, 
6:00pm, Crouch Fellowship Hall.

Church Conference Recap

December Wednesday Dinner Menus

December 7
“Toward Spiritual Health: Good 
News From The Wilderness” 
Mark 1: 1-18

December 14
“Toward Spiritual Health: Good 
News From A Stranger” 
John 1: 6-8, 19-28

December 21
Worship – 10:30am 
Sanctuary Choir Presentation

December 24-Christmas Eve
“Seemingly Low Profile People” 
Luke 2: 1-14

December 28
Worship – 10:30am 
“Toward Spiritual Health: The 
Freedom Of A Slave” 
Luke 4: 16-21

Sermon Schedule for December, 2014
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- Michael Christian & family in the death of his uncle, Robert Grant.

- The family of Eleanor “Tacky” Vosburgh (former PBC member) in her death.

In Sympathy

Dear PBC Family: How do you begin to say thank you for all the cards, calls, visits and ongoing support through 
Betty Jean’s illness and continuing now that she has gone to be with God.  Every deed and word has meant 
the world to us and defines perfectly what it means to be family.  We are a living testimony that it truly does 
matter. With love and gratitude, The Bruch Family

In Appreciation

Welcome New Members

All Providence women are 
invited to attend our December 
gathering at the home of 
Billie Jean Simpson, Tuesday, 

December 2nd at 10:30am. 
Participants in the recent New 
York/Metro Baptist Mission Trip 
will present a program. Lunch will 

be provided. Please bring canned 
food items for our “Snow Packs” 
Food Drive for Friendship Trays.

December 3
“Christianity 101, Part II: 
The World Waits for a Savior” 

December 10
“Christianity 101, Part III: 
Wisdom Consultants & Herod” 

December 17
“Christianity 101, Part IV: 
The Light, in the Darkness, Shines”

Wednesday Bible Studies are at 6:15pm, Crouch Fellowship Hall, and led by Dr. David Jordan.

Lauren Dees 
Joined November 16, 2014 by confession of Christian faith & baptism. 
Lauren is the daughter of Mary Catherine & David Dees.

Women on Mission December Gathering

Wednesday Bible Study



Telephone contact: Media Ministry 704.366.4030  X144
E-mail contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is December 8th

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, announcements, etc, is Noon, 
Monday, December 1st. Articles 
should be 250 words or less. Please 
email your submissions to: 
dgrosch@providencebc.org. 
Thank you!

Be sure to mark your calendars for these upcoming events on 
our church calendar. Don’t miss them!

Upcoming Events

“LIKE US” on FACEBOOK! 
Providence Baptist Church
Charlotte, NC

“FOLLOW US” ON TWITTER
@pbccommunity

Check Out Our Website!
www.providencebc.org

Periodicals
Postage

PAID
Charlotte, NC
USPS 979-940

Postmaster, Send 
Address Corrections to:

CONNECTIONS
4921 Randolph Road

Charlotte, NC 28211-4002
•

CONNECTIONS
USPS 979-940 

Published semi-monthly
plus two special editions 
in March and September

•
Providence Baptist 

Church
4921 Randolph Road

Charlotte, NC 28211-4002 
www.providencebc.org

(704) 366-2784
•

Periodicals Postage Paid 
Charlotte, NC

Thanksgiving Holiday Schedule 
The Activities Center, Church Offices and Weekday Education 
Ministry will be closed on Thursday & Friday, November 27th 
& 28th for Thanksgiving. 

Hanging of the Green Service 
Sunday, November 30th, 6:00pm, Sanctuary 
Children’s, Student and Sanctuary Choirs and the PBC string 
ensemble participating.

It Matters - 60 Years of Commitment 
Have you returned a commitment card? Cards are available 
at the Church Office if you need one.


