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December 14th - 8:30am & 11:00am
 The Third Sunday of Advent 

Dr. Al Cadenhead 
“Toward Spiritual Health: 

Good News From A Stranger”
John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

December 21st - 10:30am
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

“A Service of Lessons and Carols”
PBC Sanctuary Choir & String Ensemble

 Christian Education 
(includes outside groups/events) 
Division Enrollment  Attendance
Preschool    102    73
Children    116    79
Students    146   74
Adults     821    395
Total   1,185   621

Worship Total 622

Christian Stewardship
Average Weekly Requirement  *$46,009.55
YTD Budget Requirements             $2,254,468.33
YTD Budget Received             $2,165,501.40
Campaign To-Date Receipts             $5,623,338.87
YTD Campaign Receipts                  $42,520.12
YTD Bank Note Balance                $834,868.76
YTD Self-Financed Debt Balance  $153,421.44
 
*The average weekly requirement is the annual
budget divided by 52-weeks. 

It Matters (Believe!) as of 12/08/14

Commitment Cards Received: 385 

Amount Pledged: $1,769,951

ON RECORD - December 7, 2014 Sunday in Worship

This Month:
Deacon of the week (704-366-4030 x147):
December 10 - 16: Sarah Blackwell 
December 17-23:  Mary Bonheimer
Minister on call:
December 12-14: Randy Ballard (704-650-9449) 
December 19-21: Al Cadenhead (704-608-7943)

 

Even though there is so much else I could say at this time of year in my 
space this issue, let me use it to make sure we are all on the same page 
with the schedule for the coming weeks. I always get a bit nervous when we 
change our Sunday routine.  First of all, the schedule for this coming Sunday 
(December 14th) is our normal routine, including breakfast and two worship 
services. 
The schedule, however, for the following two Sundays is different from the 
norm but the same for both Sundays:
 

     December 21st and 28th
	 	 	 	 	 						8:00am	Breakfast
	 	 	 	 	 	9:00am	Sunday	School
	 	 	 	 	 						10:30am	Worship
 
We return to our normal schedule on January 4th.
Thanks for making these adjustments and my hope is that you will take advantage of every 
opportunity to worship during this season. Worship is so important at any time but there is 
just something very special about this time of year. I hope to see you many times in the coming 
weeks.
 
Grace and peace, 

Connecting
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Just take a look in one of the 
back three rows.  That’s where 
you’ll find Wilna Lorene Eury. 
She’s been sitting there since 
1960 when her family joined the 
church. They had just moved 
here from Concord, NC and she 
was 15 years old. Back then, 
Gordon Weekley was the pastor 
and our congregation worshiped 
in the original sanctuary, which 
is now Randolph Hall – home to 
many a classroom. Her father, 
Millard Eury, served as an usher. 
The family always sat in the 
back rows during worship so her 
father could join them after he 
completed his duties.
Wilna was a GA for many years, 
achieving Queen Regent-In-
Service, the highest honor a 
young woman can receive. 
She studied scripture and 
memorized verses. And it was 
during these years that Wilna 
says her faith foundation was 
formed. “Jean Nelms, Inez Arant 
and other ladies in the church 
really solidified my beliefs and 
strengthened my faith. Those 
who came before me gave me an 

enduring foundation. As an adult 
today, I treasure my friends in 
the Esther Sunday School Class 
who are there as I continue my 
journey.”
Dr. Henry Crouch was another 
person who helped her faith 
grow, along with Dr. Alton 
Cadenhead and his staff who 
have played a significant role in 
her journey. It’s the people that 
matter most. “You never stop 
growing,” said Wilna. “When one 
door closes, another opens. Life is 
a journey and you are always on a 
spiritual journey.”
Over the past 45 years, Wilna 
has continued to grow. She’s 
served in several capacities at 
Providence, and this coming year 
she will be the Chair of the Senior 
Adult Committee, attending 
to our older adults’ needs and 
social activities. She will be 
busy planning special events 
and ensuring PBC’s greatest 
generation is well cared for.
One of Wilna’s fondest memories 
is of the many Christmases 
she spent with her family. 
Her father was a Mason and 
a Shriner in the 1980s and he 
introduced the Santa Booth at 
the Southern Christmas Show. 
The booth raised money for the 
Shriners Hospital for Children in 
Greenville, S.C.  And every year, 
the whole Eury family – and all 
their friends – got involved raising 
money and furthering the work of 
the Shriners. She and her family 
continued that tradition until her 
sister passed away in 1995.
Surely you’ve noticed the 
breathtaking tree in our Rotunda. 
You have Wilna to thank for that! 

Notice the golden crowns and 
shimmering crosses. See the 
trumpeting angels and other 
sparkling Chrismons. When asked 
why she donated the tree, she 
said, “Christmas is such a special 
time for me and this tree is my 
way of remembering my family’s 
giving spirit. My hope is this tree 
and all its ornaments will give my 
Providence family pleasure for 
years to come.” 
A precious gift from a precious 
family member. Thank you, Wilna. 
 
	-	Summer	Sneed	
			Music	&	Worship	Associate
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“Those	who	came	before	
me	gave	me	an	enduring	

foundation.”

Wilna	(center,	back	row)

Giving A Legacy
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During the week of Thanksgiving,   
our community garden surpassed 
a big milestone. Over a TON of 
vegetables have been donated 
to Friendship Trays out of our 
garden since our beginning in 
2011! We have donated a total 
of 2,010 pounds total, with 840 

pounds just this year!  
This garden has grown from a 
small project of 3-4 beds in 2011 
to over 20 beds this year! 
These fresh vegetables allow 
Friendship Trays to provide 
nutritious meals to their 
recipients year-round. 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated funds, time, sweat 
& even a shoulder (our	super	
cultivator	& harvester	Bill	Pangle	
is	on	injured	reserve) to help 
make this happen this year! 
The Garden Crew needs your 
help in 2015! If you would like to 
volunteer in any way with our 
garden, please contact Leslie 
Jones (lescsu@yahoo.com or 
704-562-9710). One of the current 
garden volunteers, Bill Brown 

compared the efforts of our 
community garden to the Parable 
of the Mustard Seed. From little, 
much comes. Thank you so much 
for your generosity this year!

MISSIONS      

“The Little Garden That Could”

Children, Candles, and Carols
Christmas is all about a child.  It’s 
about a child sent from Heaven 
long ago to be born to a young 
girl named Mary and young man 
named Joseph.  This little child 
would change the world.  Each 
year at Providence, we offer 
an opportunity for children to 
celebrate this precious child that 
came to us at Christmas.  
Our worship service for children 
on Christmas Eve is a unique 
experience. It’s full of fun, 
laughter, joy, and a bit of chaos!  
We allow each child who attends 
to choose a part in our nativity 
play.  Children can choose to 
be a shepherd, an angel, a wise 
man, an animal or even a star!  

We provide the costumes and 
presto, it’s time for the curtain 
call!  The children participate in 
the nativity story as it is read.  
This version of the gospel story 
is a sight to behold.  You always 
have a reluctant shepherd or an 
uncooperative animal.  And you 
never know what Baby Jesus – a 
real baby – will do!  Throughout 
the entire service, families enjoy 
singing familiar Christmas carols, 
and at the end of the service, we 
share the light of Christ with one 
another.  Each year, children go 
home with a nativity ornament to 
hang on their tree.  It is our hope 
that they will always remember 
this magical morning at church.

So plan to step away from the 
Christmas cookies and the last 
minute gift wrapping and share 
the joy of Christmas with us.  
Our children’s service starts at 
10:00am on Christmas Eve in the 
Sanctuary.  You will leave with a 
heart full of joy – guaranteed!
   	-	Julia	Wright

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY     



  COMMUNITY
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All are cordially invited to attend 
our holiday celebration on 
Thursday, December 18th 
at 12noon in the Crouch 
Fellowship Hall.   
The PBC Encore Singers will 
present a musical program of 
your holiday favorites.  
Cost:$7.00. Reservation deadline 
is noon, Monday, December 15th. 
Call either the Church Office or 
704.366.4030 x211 to make your 
reservations. Dress in “holiday 
style” and join us on the 18th! 
 

Primetimers for December

ADVENT

 
Third	Sunday	of	Advent,	December	14th:	8:30	&	11:00am	worship	
“Toward Spiritual Health: Good News from a Stranger” John 1:6-8, 19-28, Dr. Al Cadenhead 
 
Baby’s	1st	Christmas	Party–	Sunday,	December	14th,	9:45am
All babies born in 2014 and their parents are invited!  We have a special gift for our babies! 
 
Children’s	Christmas	Parties	–	Wednesday,	December	17th,	6:00–7:15pm
Festive fun for preschoolers and children.  Please make reservations with the Children’s Ministry Office. 
 
Fourth	Sunday	of	Advent,	December	21st:	8:00am-Breakfast;	9:00am-Sunday	School;	10:30am-Worship
Lessons	and	Carols	Service	–	Sunday,	December	21st,	10:30am,	Sanctuary
Special Christmas music and readings, led by our Sanctuary Choir and  a string ensemble. 
 
Christmas	Eve	–	Wednesday,	December	24th	
 • 10:00am - Children, Candles and Carols Service (family-friendly service) 
 •   6:00pm - Candlelight and Communion Service 
   “Seemingly Low Profile People” Luke 2:1-14, Dr. Al Cadenhead, preaching 
 • 11:30pm - Candlelight and Communion Service 
 
First	Sunday	after	Christmastide,	December	28th:
8:00am-Breakfast;	9:00am-Sunday	School;	10:30am-Worship	
“Toward Spiritual Health: The Freedom of a Slave” Luke 4:16-21, Dr. Al Cadenhead
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December 10th
Lemon Pepper Baked Chicken 
Breast 
Gnocchi with Basil Alfredo Sauce 
Broccoli and Cauliflower 
Rolls 
Pumpkin Pie

December 17th
Beef Pot Roast with 
Potatoes and Carrots 
Baby Lima Beans 
Yeast Rolls 
Chocolate Bread with 
Crème Anglaise 

December 24th
No Dinner

December 31st
No Dinner

Please	note:	These	menus	are	subject	to	change	depending	on	food	availability	and	church	schedules.

The church office closes at NOON on Wednesday, December 31st.
In compliance with the Internal Revenue Service, the following requirements allow contributions to be 
counted for your 2014 tax purposes:
• All contributions received during Sunday services of December 28th.
• All contributions hand-delivered to the church office by Noon on December 31, 2014.
• All contributions received with a December 31, 2014 validated USPS postmark.
• All contributions received into our brokerage account by December 31, 2014.
• All contributions received electronically to our church bank account by December 31, 2014.
Any	contribution	received	after	December	31,	2014	will	be	treated	as	a	gift	to	2015.				

Year End Giving Reminder for 2014

December Wednesday Dinner Menus

December 14
“Toward	Spiritual	Health:	Good	
News	From	A	Stranger”	
John 1: 6-8, 19-28

December 21
Worship – 10:30am 
Sanctuary	Choir	Presentation

December 24-Christmas Eve
“Seemingly	Low	Profile	People”	
Luke 2: 1-14

December 28
Worship – 10:30am 
“Toward	Spiritual	Health:	The	
Freedom	Of	A	Slave”	
Luke 4: 16-21

Sermon Schedule for December, 2014

December	24th-Christmas	Eve	
Activities Center & Weekday 
Education Ministry CLOSED

December	25th-Christmas	Day	
Activities Center, Church Office & 
Weekday Education Ministry CLOSED 
 

December	26th	
Activities Center, Church Office & 
Weekday Education Ministry CLOSED

December	31st-New	Year’s	Eve	
Activities Center &	Church Office 
closing at 12noon.  
Weekday Education Ministry CLOSED 

January	1st-New	Year’s	Day
Activities Center, Church Office & 
Weekday Education Ministry CLOSED 
 

 

Church Holiday Schedule
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- The family of Linda Archer in her death.

- Duane Bruch & family in the death of his sister, Hilda Bruch Harding.

- George Crouch & family in the death of his brother, Jack Sanford Crouch.

- Sam Grubbs & family in the death of his grandmother, Marjorie Payne.

- The family of Mary D. Owens in her death.

- Tim Rogers & family in the death of his mother, Evelyn Raybon Rogers.

In Sympathy

Words cannot express the appreciation and gratitude our family has for the wonderful love and support that 
was shown to Jack by the ministers, staff, and church family of Providence during his illnesses and recent 
passing. The church meant so much to him and every visit, meal, card, e-mail, phone call...plus thoughts and 
prayers were so uplifting to all of us. Ashley, Greg and I have been so blessed by your constant faithfulness 
throughout this journey.  Love	in	Christ,	Nancy	Coppage
	
Thank	you!!	Our hearts are still so full from the sea of purple on November 16th.  There are so many people 
who are affected by Epilepsy, so many in our own church family and a show of support like that means more 
than you will likely ever know.  For us, there will never be words to adequately thank you for the unwavering 
love and support you all continue to show our family. Purple Sunday was beautifully overwhelming and 
unbelievably touching.  We are so thankful every day, for each and every one of you.	
With	love	-	Fred,	Ellen,	Freddie	and	Logan	Wingate	
	
To our Providence family,  Dutch  & I are so touched by all the wonderful meals, cards, calls and expressions of 
concern during my surgery and ongoing recovery. Most of all, I appreciate your prayers and have felt a mantle 
of love around me. What a blessing it is to be a part of such a caring church. Sally	Klintworth

In Appreciation

-	Darcy	Lyn	Conrad,	daughter of Danielle & Adam Conrad and sister of Annelise Conrad, on November 30, 2014.

Celebrating Births

Did	you	know	that	there	are	over	50	exterior	doors	
at	Providence?	
Beginning this Sunday, the following exterior 
doors are designated as entrance doors: Rotunda, 
Fellowship Hall, Children’s Ministry Building 

(portico), Activities Center (portico), Randolph 
Hall side door, Chapel door, and breezeway doors 
between buildings. All other doors are exit only. 
 
-	Richard	Landers

Safe & Secure



Telephone contact: Media Ministry 704.366.4030  X144
E-mail contact: Connections@providencebc.org 

Mailing Address:
4921 Randolph Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211-4002

Next Connections
is December 22nd

Deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, announcements, etc, is Noon, 
Monday, December 15th. Articles 
should be 250 words or less. Please 
email your submissions to: 
dgrosch@providencebc.org. 
Thank	you!

Be sure to mark your calendars for these upcoming events on 
our church calendar. Don’t miss them!

Upcoming Events

“LIKE US” on FACEBOOK! 
Providence Baptist Church
Charlotte, NC

“FOLLOW US” ON TWITTER
@pbccommunity

Check Out Our Website!
www.providencebc.org

Periodicals
Postage

PAID
Charlotte, NC
USPS 979-940

Postmaster, Send 
Address Corrections to:

CONNECTIONS
4921 Randolph Road

Charlotte, NC 28211-4002
•

CONNECTIONS
USPS 979-940 

Published semi-monthly
plus two special editions 
in March and September

•
Providence Baptist 

Church
4921 Randolph Road

Charlotte, NC 28211-4002 
www.providencebc.org

(704) 366-2784
•

Periodicals Postage Paid 
Charlotte, NC

Lessons & Carols Service 
Sunday, December 21, 10:30am, Sanctuary  
A service of Christmas songs and readings led by the 
Sanctuary Choir and a string ensemble.

It Matters - 60 Years of Commitment 
Have you returned a commitment card? Cards are available 
at the Church Office if you need one.

Sunday December Schedule 
December	21st	&	December	28th
Breakfast - 8:00am; Sunday School - 9:00am 
Worship - 10:30am


