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"I went very unwilling" 
  
As many of you are aware, last week Bishop and Mrs. Coyner took the Cabinet (the District Superintendents) and the 
Directors which together comprise the Extended Cabinet on a mission trip to Guatemala.  As that trip approached, I did 
not want to go! 
  
As a veteran of nearly twenty mission trips, I was not sure why! For many years, I had led mission trips and I always 
eagerly anticipated them.  But for the some unknown reason, I really, really did NOT want to go!  
  
As I led devotions one day, I learned that I was not the only one who did not want to go. In fact, nearly all my colleagues 
said they too did not want to go! And Gary Schaar, the newest DS member of the Cabinet, mentioned that he knew none 
of us really wanted to go, as there was no excitement about the trip.  He said we did not discuss it at all! Said Gary, "I 
knew all of you did NOT want to go!" 
  
In my devotion, I said I felt like my hero John Wesley who did not want to go to Aldersgate Street the night of his 
conversion.  Nor did he want to go to Bristol in 1739 when the movement began with his fiery preaching to the crowds of 
miners and extremely poor people.  Nor did he want to go when his mother, Susannah Wesley, told him they were going 
to hear a woman preach, and then on another occasion to hear a lay man preach.  On each occasion, God showed up 
and suprised Mr. Wesley!...How wrong he was. 
  
And, in the same way, how wrong we were! As we travelled in the beautiful country of Guatemala, filled with gorgeous 
lakes and breathtaking mountains, God showed up and surprised us! 
  
It was a WONDERFUL experience!  We worked building toilets for a school with 250+ students; we represented 13 other 
teams who had constructed a complete kitchen for a school with 500+ students; we evidenced Mission Guatemala's 
Medical Clinic, complete with an MD, a dentist, and we met a brand new optometrist who is dedicating two years of her 
young life to working in the second-poorest nation in the world. 
  
In the midst of this, we met these beautiful, proud yet humble Guatemalans who work hard and many of whom still wear 
their native dress.  We worked next to Guatemalan construction managers who gently showed us "white collar types" how 
to lay concrete blocks, how to mix cement, and many other tasks. 
  
And, we met some beautiful children, as you see in this picture. 
  

   
Meanwhile, we listened daily for God's word, and we saw it incarnated in the faces of one another and others who cooked 
our food, drove us to the work sites, and gently smiled and led us. 
  
Yes, it was a great experience! And a reminder again that God shows up often when we do not want to go, and when we 
least expect it!  This is a great reminder for a church which must continually be outward-focused, to remind us that God is 
already out there, waiting for us to love and serve, even as our Loving Lord Jesus leads the way! 
  
For the only cause that matters, 

   
M. Bert Kite, Superintendent  


