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                                               Rector’s Letter – Annual Report 2011                          
 In a form of wonderful redundancy, once again I have nothing but good news to share regarding the state 

of St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church.  In fact, our parish closes 2011 in a rock solid position on every front.   
Advancements in our educational offerings, children and youth ministries and choir opportunities have 

mixed with a gifted staff and long-standing foundational programs to yield a programmatic effort that is as broad as 
it is exceptional.   

Our new Mid-Week Manna program combines a community meal, adult and young adult Christian 
Education with the introduction of a new children’s choir.  PreYC, a bridge program for children in grades 3 – 6 was 
developed by our Youth Pastor, Vanessa Riutta, to better help our youth who will soon be transitioning into their 
teenage years.  The Incarnation Project, launched in 2011 by St. Christopher’s and three other Episcopal 
congregations, is a partnership with the people of Haiti aimed at eventually building the Episcopal School of the 
Incarnation in the mountain town of Le Pretre.  January 2012 will mark the third mission trip we have made to Haiti 
in the past year and our successes include a well, (soon to be built) latrines, two medical missions and budding 
partnerships.  Our 2011 Women’s Retreat at Camp Beckwith was a tremendous blessing to the over 75 women 
who attended as was our fall camping trip to Ft. Pickens where we enjoyed a weekend of fellowship, worship, 
bonfires and fun.  Both will unquestionably continue in the years ahead.   

Additionally, our existing ministries thrived this past year.  For example, our 2011 Christmas Caravan 
raised over $30,000 (a record!) for local charities.  While I cannot begin to enumerate the countless ministries that 
continue to be offered through our parish, and I hate to discover I have left something off my lists, it is astonishing 
to reflect on the difference our church makes.  Without question, it is the strength and continuance of the 
countless, long standing ministries of St. Christopher’s that have once again allowed us to pivot to new endeavors 
with the comfort of knowing that those ministries we have done well for so long, will be continued.   

Worship continues at the heart of our community and through the good work of our worship committee and 
dedication of our music leaders, God is glorified powerfully in our parish.  One must pay close attention to our 
worship schedule, as there is perpetually something new just around the bend.  Our Epiphany Taize Service, 
Veteran’s Day celebration, Jazz and Beach Eucharists, Chrismon Tree Decoration, Children’s Musical, Lessons 
and Carols, and the myriad other offerings in 2011, made each week special and breathtakingly different from the 
week proceeding. 

Through every step, lay leadership once again proved key.  Our Vestry and Wardens have offered sound 
discernment and steady, vision-based decision making.  Newly recruited leaders oversaw our walkway project with 
its fundraising components while others transformed our parish interiors and made them even more beautiful.  
Joining Caravan workers, children’s ministry leaders, EYC volunteers, choir members, Green Thumbers, worship 
assistants and acolytes, prayer intercessors, Christopher’s coordinators, Serenade planners, party throwers, 
Wednesday night dinner makers and countless others, each leader has guaranteed that the diverse calls of God 
on our church are being heeded.  What a blessing it is to serve in a church of servant leaders! 

Financially, our church is strengthening at a substantial pace; once again adding new pledges in the 
double digits (26) with new pledged giving exceeding $55,000.  While every dollar quickly finds a ministry use and 
an active church always seeks to fight above its weight class, it remains nonetheless a wonder that in these hard 
economic times, our 2012 budget is once again strong, sound and mission-driven. 

Numerically, our church continues to grow, with ever more individuals and families finding that God can be 
met in the worship and community that thrives within our doors.  New growth is perhaps the most readily apparent 
indicator that God is active in our midst.  As a simple rule, I believe that churches intentionally living into God’s call 
to service, inevitably grow.  Faithful churches are contagious churches.  St. Christopher’s continues to prove this 
true. 
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All said, we find ourselves in a very blessed season. 
In closing, let me recount a conversation I shared almost three years ago with (the soon to be) Senior 

Warden extraordinaire, Jim Johnson.  Speaking in his car the week I accepted the call to be your Rector, Jim and I 
reflected on the good things beginning to take form at St. Christopher’s. Within the conversation, Jim asked what I 
thought was key to my happiness as Rector.  I told him my heart’s deepest desire is to serve a church where it is 
unmistakable that God is alive and active; a place where the Spirit of Christ resonates throughout the community and 
where I know that I am being used by Jesus within that body.  In other words, my primary vocational aspiration was 
(and is) to serve a church flourishing in its vocation as the Body of Christ.  More than anything else, I said this would 
give me joy in my work. 

As you undoubtedly notice, that desire has not only been met, but so far exceeded that there really is only 
one response that can be given: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow!” 

St. Christopher’s, always thank God for the joy of being the people of God. 
                                                                     Blessings,

                    The Reverend Eric Christopher Long, Rector 
 

THE 31st MEN’S CONFERENCE & RETREAT  
The 31st Men’s Conference and Retreat will be held at Beckwith on March 2-4, 2012.   The theme is “Remembrance 
Is More Than A Greeting Card” , presented by the Rev. Neal Goldsborough of Christ Church, Pensacola and the 
Rev. Don Smith of St. James, Fairhope.  The Sunday Eucharist will be celebrated by the Most Reverend Katherine 
Jefferts Schori, presiding Bishop.  Registration forms are available in the church office. 

 
St. Christopher’s Co-Ed Softball Team  

Join the team!  St. Christopher’s is starting a softball team to play this spring.  Games will be one night a week (day 
to be announced) and the season will include 10 games from April through May.  For more information and to sign 
up, please contact Shane Hawkins (850.554.9703, shawkins@progressive.com). 
 

Weekly Centering Prayer Gathering  
Each Monday at 11:00am, a group is starting to meet for Centering Prayer  (Chapel).  Centering Prayer is a form of 
contemplation; of intentionally coming into God’s presence in an environment of silence.  Generally we will have some 
introductory training of what CP entails and ways it may function in our lives.  The prayer time is 20 minutes long.  This 
might be just what you’ve been looking for.  Location: Chapel. 
 

Camping Trip  
It is time for another fun-filled family weekend at Fort Pickens, so mark your calendars!  The weekend is scheduled 
for March 16-18.  Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  The cost of the campsite is $40.00.  Checks 
can be sent to the church office – please note “camping trip” in the memo line .  There will be a great time had by 
all so you don’t want to miss out!  Additional information regarding the weekend will be communicated at a later date.  
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Haskew, 377-4179. 
 

Women’s Retreat 2012  
Mark your calendars ladies – the Women’s Retreat is April 20-22  at Beckwith.  Sign-up for this weekend of Sister Soul 
Bonding with Christ and One Another!   Registration forms available on the table near the Library. Turn in form and $50 
deposit to the front office. 

 
Souper Bowl Sunday  

It’s time for “Souper Bowl Sunday ” for Manna Food Bank. Please bring your items to the church on Sunday, 
February 5.   Manna is in particular need of canned soups and canned fruits; however, they are grateful for anything 
you can donate.  Thanks for all you do! 

 
Christophers Outing In February  

Our next luncheon is to be held at Cactus Flower located on 12th Avenue across from St. Christopher’s.  It is planned 



  

for Thursday, February 9 at 11:30am .  Please advise me if you can or cannot attend. My email address is 
jamesrus@cox.net, phone, 476-5608.  Our January lunch was held at Hall’s Restaurant. We had a great time! 
Looking forward to seeing you on February 9.                                                               Barbara James-Williamson 
 

Singles Group  
The singles will have a Valentine dinner at Geno’s Restaurant, 9271 N. Davis Highway (past West Florida Hospital), 
phone, 477-2365.  We will meet at 6:00 PM on Friday, February 10.  Please email mellolee2@att.net or call 
Melanie Lee, 438-3971 if you plan to attend.  You may also call the church office, 433-0074.  Hope to see you there!! 
Bring a friend!!! 

 
St. Christopher’s Children Center Pancake Supper (S hrove Tuesday)  

Tuesday, February 21 – 5:00pm-7:00pm in the Parish Hall.  All you can eat Pancakes and sausage. Price: 
Donation for the Children’s Center 
 

Shut-In Ministry Revived  
You are cordially invited to share in an important ministry at St. Christopher’s.  We have a substantial number of our 
formerly active members who are no longer able to join us on Sunday mornings.  Fr. Mike and Jo Moore have been 
visiting these folks, but now you have an opportunity to join them.  Mac Parker and Paul Wallis have instituted a 
revival of the LEM ministry that was very active in the 1990’s with a list of some 20 people who called on a list of 14 
shut-ins.  Now we have about 25 who would love to have someone come to visit them.  We will be holding a training 
session to help you “learn the ropes” or refresh your skills if you are a former member of this sort of ministry.  We 
think you will find this an extremely rewarding activity as our seniors have a lot of wisdom to share with those 
younger than they.  If you feel called to join this new group, please call Mac at 529-8522 (cell) or 434-2824 (H), or 
Paul at 529-6447 (cell) or 479-1660 (H), or Jo Moore at 529-6871. 
 

Your Invited!  
Connie Wendleton, one of several iconographers at St. Christopher’s would like to invite her fellow parishioners to 
the opening reception for new artists at the Blue Morning Gallery, 21 Palafox Street.  Her icons are featured, along 
with works by five other artists new to the Gallery.  Refreshments!  Blues music! Art! The date is Friday, February 
17 fro 5:00pm to 8:00pm . Please come! 
 

Christ Church Antique Show  
Christ Church, Pensacola will hold its 55th Antiques Show on Friday, February 3 through Sunday, February 5, 
2012.  The show will be held in the Currin Center at Christ Church, 14 W. Wright Street, downtown Pensacola. 
Times are: 10:00am to 5:00pm on Friday and Saturday and 12:00pm to 4:00pm on Sunday.  A modest admission to 
the show will be charged: $5 for one day or $7 for three days.  All proceeds benefit local charities.  Tickets for all 
events may be purchased in advance at the church office or at the door of the event.  For further information, please 
call Christ Episcopal Church, 850-432-5115.  
 

                                                    From The Parish Register– January  
Baptism  

Ethan James Vaughan  1/8/12 
Marriage  

Krystin Dunn & Brian Johnson 1/6/12 
Burial  

Nancy Miller   1/6/12 
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 Regularly Scheduled Services at Saint Christopher’s 
 

 Saturdays    Holy Eucharist, Chapel      5:30 p.m. 
 
 Sundays    Holy Eucharist, Rite I       8:00 a.m. 
     Lectionary/Bible Study/Christian Ed     9:00 a.m. 
     Holy Eucharist, Rite II     10:30 a.m. 
    
 Weekdays    Morning Prayer, Chapel      8:30 a.m. 
                 (except on Fridays & days the office is closed) 
   
 Wednesday    Bible Study, Conference Room 1     9:00 a.m. 
     Holy Unction and Eucharist, Chapel   10:30 a.m. 
    
    
                                  Office Hours: Monday—Thursday  8am—4pm 
                                 Friday               8am—12 



  

Kids' Corner 
Children’s Chapel worship service every Sunday, 10: 15 in the Chapel. Bring your kids to an age 
appropriate worship experience featuring music, sing-a-longs, prayer and lots of fun.  Parents are invited to 
drop off children at the chapel. 
 
Three Children’s Sunday School Classes immediately follow the Chapel program at 10:30am . Little 
Lambs  meets in the classroom next door to the nursery and is for children ages 2-4. Beulah Land meets in 
Conference Room 1 and will be aimed at children age 5–7. Kingdom Kids meet in Room 5 in the Child Care 
Center and is for ages 8 and above. Art, music, drama and storytelling are used in each class to teach our 
kids about our faith.  
  
Our nursery is available throughout the morning. All children will join their families for communion. Please 
contact Shelley Henderson-Long (308.5817 or fourlongs@att.net) or Sandee Houston (471.2513 or 
sj_houston@bellsouth.net) with questions or to be a part of the fun.  
  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  
February 5, 2012       February 12, 2012  
Toddler – Dodi Gampher (L), Sally MacDonald (A) Toddler – Cameron Northup (L), Larry Northup (A) 
Primary – Clara Ann Wilhoit (L), Brenda Elebash (A) Primary – Bill Chavis (L), Barbara White (A) 
Intermediate – Carmen Smith (L), Alea Juul (A) Intermediate – Van Holt (L), Jane McCormack (A) 
Worship leader – Clara Ann Wilhoit   Worship leader – Bill Chavis 
February 19, 2012      February 26, 2012  
Toddler—Kathryn Quillen (L), Angela Marchetti (A) Toddler – Cara Snyder (L), Nina Walsh (A) 
Primary – Far Parker (L), Ashley Self (A)  Primary – Shelley Long (L), Allison Douglas (A) 
Intermediate – Craig and Allison Sanchez (L & A) Intermediate – Pam Endacott (L), Michelle Haskew (A) 
Worship leader – Allison Sanchez   Worship leader – Shelley Long 
        
*If you are unable to serve on your assigned day, please contact a sub: Mary Anne Mitchem 932-612 
Laura Grimm 432-9612 or Barbara Shilling 435-0522 
*Also remember that “L” and “A” stands for Lead and Assistant teachers.   

  
EYC 

Happy February, everyone! EYC is back in the swing of things and looking forward to a busy and fun Spring. 
Thank you all who joined us this past Sunday for our Children and Youth Service. It was a huge success and is 
always a joy to see our young people active in our worship experience. We also had a very successful parent 
meeting following the service and EYC is looking forward to sharing with you our plans for mission work this 
summer. EYC continues to meet regularly on Wednesday evenings from 5:30pm-7:30pm. We share a meal, 
play games, have program, and fellowship with one another. All 6th-12th grade students are welcome. For more 
information, please contact Vanessa Riutta at vanessa@scpen.org.  
EYC Trash Night:  We have not set a date for our February TRASH night yet but that information will be out 
soon. TRASH stands for Teens Relax At Someone’s House. We do this once a month where we get together 
for pizza, games, and “chill”-time. Thank you Shawn and Cara Snyder for hosting us this past January! If you 
are interested in hosting a TRASH night, please contact Vanessa Riutta. 
Confirmation Classes ! Mark your calendars. We will begin youth confirmation classes on Sunday, March 25th 
at 9am. The schedule will be up on the EYC bulletin board later this month. The bishop joins us on July 1st and 
that is when all our confirmands will be confirmed. This year, we are using a program called “I will with God’s 
help” which helps to solidify our baptismal covenant and teaches young people how to have their own faith. If 
you have youth in 6th-12th grade who feel they are ready to be confirmed, please contact Vanessa Riutta for 
more information. Please stay tuned for more exciting EYC Events coming up!!! 
 



  

PrEYC 
PrEYC meetings have started back up! PrEYC is a ministry for 3rd-5th grade students that meets bi-weekly 
in the youth house, following the 10:30am service. We have pizza, games, and a program with EYC 
members as volunteers. This is a wonderful opportunity for our younger children to experience a program 
similar to the structure of EYC and be better prepared for joining the program once they start 6th grade. 
Our schedule is as follows: 2/5/2012, 12:00-1:30pm, Youth House and 2/19/2012, 12:00-1:30pm, youth 
house. Questions: vanessa@scpen.org 
 

To The Entire St. Christopher’s Congregation  
 On Friday, November 18th, at the election of Vestry meeting, I used the occasion to thank 
everyone present for giving me the opportunity to serve on the Vestry of our church. I am not writing this 
note to be redundant, but only to let all those who were not in attendance what my feelings are.  
 I was given the chance to serve as your Junior Warden and your Senior Warden and to work with 
many very impressive people. People who have great leadership qualities and that have and will continue 
to have a wonderful vision for the future of our church.  
 For all of you that I have had the pleasure of working with---Thank you!! 
 For all of you who gave me this opportunity---Thank you!!! 
 I genuinely believe that I am a better man for the experience. 
Sincerely, Jim Johnson 

 
Order of the Green Thumbs  

Many thanks to Ernie Beach, Brenda Elebash, Sandy Fairchild, Nancy Kulb, Mick Northup, Anne Price, 
and Clara Ann and Merrill Wilhoit, who planted almost 1,200 tulip bulbs in the mulched areas in front of the 
parish hall on December 10th!  Special thanks to Jan smith, who ordered all our bulbs and donated over 
100 daffodil and hyacinth bulbs, which we planted in the Memorial Garden during the following week.  
Thanks also to Nancy and Clara Ann, who took some 25 leftover bulbs and planted them in a secret place 
on the north side of the church.  (They didn’t say where - but we’ve recently seen where they bloomed)!!! 
 
We started 2012 off right with a workday on January 14, setting out about three dozen plants to color up 
the Memorial Garden and chapel flower beds and weeding/mulching several other beds.  We plan to meet 
again on Saturday, February 11 at 8:00 a.m.  for breakfast on the office porch, followed by 2-3 hours 
of planting and weeding.  Hope you can join us!                                        - Jim Williams 
                                    

 FINANCIAL NEWS 
  As of the end of  December  

                                                      MTD                      YTD                
 Revenue     $62,848.74 $607,506.23    

    Expenses    $51,490.25 $634,427.88     
                                                    $11,358.49        $(26,921.65) 
  
                 YTD Pledges  
         Received            Budgeted        Over/Under 
       $521,350.51     $550,000.00     $(28,649.49) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

National Episcopal Church – Annual Commission on th e Status of Women  
I am happy to announce that during the week of 02/24-03/02 I will be representing St. Christopher’s and 
the National Episcopal Church at the 56th annual commission on the Status of Women. The commission 
meeting will be held at the United Nations office in New York City.  As 1 of the 12 young adult delegates 
selected to attend the event, I have made a commitment to dedicate myself emotionally, physically and 
spiritually to ensure that the event be most meaningful.  
 
There are many exciting things I’d like to share with you all regarding the event. Please join me on 
Wednesday, February 15 th from 6-6:15pm in the Parish Hall for a brief prese ntation (in conjunction 
with Mid-Week Manna) . Further, I would like to ask for your support-both spiritually and financially. I will 
need lots of prayers, to get me through the busy week! I look forward to seeing you all on the 15th!                                                                                           
Jane McCormack, 850.723.3723 
 
 
 
    
 
 
             
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Ministers  –  Eve of the 5th Sunday after the Epiphany: February 4, 2012  
Lector/Eucharistic Minister 5:30 p.m.— Guy & Mari Abbate 
  
Sunday Ministers  –  The 5th Sunday after the Epiphany: February 5, 2012  
           8:00 a.m.                                        10:30 a.m. 
Lectors/EMs  EJ Sacks & Anne Price John Endacott, Glen Berry & Robin Shuman 
        
Acolytes n/a Brady Johnson, Addison Haskew, Madison Douglas, 
  Olivia & Gabrielle Encacott, Simon Marchetti, 
  Joseph McCormack & Claudia Sims 
Greeters  Audrey & Skip Snow Ashton Hayward & Lu Davis    
Sunday Driver Clara Ann Wilhoit  
Flower Guild Jerry Cotsonis 
Ushers Scott Remington, Jon Hernandez, Ron Quillen & Joe Trammell  
Cookie Cookers Mary Kay Menefee & Jenny Thomas 

Scripture appointed for the 5th Sunday after the Ep iphany  
Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-12, 21c; 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

   
Saturday Ministers  - Eve of the 6th Sunday after the Epiphany: February 11, 2012  
Lector/Eucharistic Minister 5:30 p.m.– DeAnne Amacker & Cary Koontz 
  
Sunday Ministers  – The 6th Sunday after the Epiphany: February 12, 2012  
               8:00 a.m.                           10:30 a.m. 
Lectors/EMs  Peter Delevett Frances Marie Jacobi, Sandee Houston, 
 Mollye Delevett Ann & Bill Delavan 
Acolytes  n/a Will Hahn, Emily & Mollye Thomas, Tim Boucher, 
  Branch, Ian & Spencer Robinson & Katie Voiles  
Greeters Carolyn & Scott Fetner Kathryn & Ron Quillen 
Sunday Driver Merrill Wilhoit 
Flower Guild Jan Hopkins 
Ushers Scott Remington, Jon Hernandez, Ron Quillen & Joe Trammell  
Cookie Cookers Linda Turner & Karen Sims      

Scripture appointed for the 6th Sunday after the Ep iphany  
2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45  
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Ministers  –  Eve of the Last Sunday after the Epiphany: February 18, 2012  
Lector/Eucharistic Minister 5:30 p.m.— Gary & Sharon Erichsen 
  
Sunday Ministers  –  The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: February 19, 2012  
           8:00 a.m.                                        10:30 a.m. 
Lectors/EMs  Betty Vickers Anne Lowery, Cara Snyder & Melanie Lee 
 Cynthia Tappan       
Acolytes n/a Adam Sanchez, Gabrille & Olivia Endacott, Zack Dukes, 
  Madison Douglas, Virginia Remington, Addison 
  Haskew & Sarah Grace Lowrey 
Greeters  Holly & Stella Hopkins Martha & John Young    
Sunday Driver Van Holt  
Flower Guild Stella Hopkins 
Ushers Scott Remington, Jon Hernandez, Ron Quillen & Joe Trammell 
Cookie Cookers Jo Moore & Sandee Houston 

Scripture appointed for the Last Sunday after the E piphany  
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
  
 Saturday Ministers  - Eve of the 1st Sunday in Lent: February 25, 2012  
Lector/Eucharistic Minister 5:30 p.m.– Anne Price & Barbara Robinson 
  
Sunday Ministers  – The 1st Sunday in Lent: February 26, 2012  
               8:00 a.m.           10:30 a.m. 
Lectors/EMs  Mike Finney David Williams, Sam Shilling, Gloria Nix 
 Erica Floyd & Mac Parker 
Acolytes  n/a Ian, Branch & Spencer Robinson, Mollye & Emily 
  Thomas, Simon Marchetti, Katie Voiles & 
  Adam Sanchez 
Greeters Claire & Charlie Bockwith Betty Smith & Barbara White  
Sunday Driver Jack Lowrey 
Flower Guild LENT  
Ushers Scott Remington, Jon Hernandez, Ron Quillen & Joe Trammell 
Cookie Cookers  Charlotte Northup, Gerri Marsch & Martha Young 
                                   Scripture appoin ted for the 1st Sunday in Lent  
                                                  Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-9; 
                                                    1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

 
St. Christopher’s Member Directory  

St. Christopher's will be updating it’s Member Directory and we need your help! Someone will 
be taking individual and family photos in the Parish Hall after the 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
services on Feb 12th & 26th and Mar 4th & 11th . You will also have an opportunity to 
update your contact information. Please take the time to stop by for a quick photo as it is 
always great to put faces with names when looking through the directory! If you would like to 
donate your photography skills please contact Jenn Johnson at (850) 516-3424 or 
jenniferj76@cox.net. 

 



  

 

 


