
Vision 
    For the Future 



Moving into a new 

future... 

First Church has a rich heritage of service, social justice, progressive the-

ology, rich music and art, and active engagement in mission locally and 

world-wide. This 158 year-long heritage guides, undergirds, and strength-

ens us in this move. As the Israelite carried the bones of their ancestors 

with them out of Egypt, we carry our heritage and its symbols, the win-

dows, art, and artifacts with us. All that past propels us into the future. This 

effort is our passage into the future in that sustains our spiritual DNA, en-

ables us to thrive and extend the gift of FUMC to more and more people, 

who are in need of the spirit of God in our fellowship. This new location 

and buildingðremoving the limitations we now faceðwill indeed enable 

us to make our ministry even more excellent.  



ñFor everything there is a season, and a 

time for every matter under heaven,ò is 

how Ecclesiastes put it. We are indeed, at a 

point where it is timeé time to gather 

stones together and build: it is time because of our careful discernment of Godôs 

will for us; it is time because we are running out of space with our expanding 

ministry; it is time because our present building is groaning with age and frail sys-

tems like the boiler; it is time because the Minnesota Annual Conference has in-

vested in us by providing such a wonderful new location; it is time because the 

economy is improving, interest rates and con-

struction costs are at record lows; it is time be-

cause we have vision, passion, and energy to 

make our ministry even more excellent at this piv-

otal time in our history.  

 

ñA Time To Buildò accurately describes our situa-

tion. We do this while preserving our heritage, our 

identity, and making way into the future. All thiséthat our min-

istry may find itself even more excellent and available to all. Iôm 

looking forward to the spiritual growth that we all will witness in 

our midst.  


