St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
Southport, North Carolina 28461
Customary for The Burial of the Dead

“In the midst of life we are in death.”  So reads an ancient antiphon used for centuries in Christian rites of burial.  Because death is indeed a part of life, consideration should be given to the ways the community of Faith marks death as a passage in life.  The triumph of Our Lord Jesus Christ over death and the grave enables us to speak of death, even our own death, without fear or resignation.  And since advance thought is sometimes easier than the demands of the moment, a great grace can be given all who stop to consider death and its impact on the Christian community.  That is the purpose of this customary.

Thoughts on Christian Burial


When a person is born he/she begins to die.  Death may come to some after many years of leading a full and happy life.  To others it seems to come prematurely.  Some may find in dying a blessed relief from months, or even years, of agonizing suffering.  Other lives are snuffed out in an instant.  Yet, whatever the circumstances, or however death is accomplished, it is a process of life.  It is a part of the human condition.  Death is inevitable, severe, and simple.  And it is always a shock to those who survive, forever an imponderable mystery.  


Death is also a challenge - not to those who die, but to those who live - or more succinctly, those who are left behind.  Death’s mystery and the innate fear of the unknown makes some people fearful as they move toward life’s inevitable consummation.  Death often leaves behind broken ties, remorseful hearts and unfathomable questionings.  Death is also a challenge to those who try to solve its meaning by human reasoning.  For all who place their trust in Jesus Christ who has overcome death through his dying and Resurrection, our God resolves that challenge to understand.  We are assured that NOTHING in heaven or on earth “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
The Church’s Funeral Practices


Funeral practices at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church may seem strange to some who come from other traditions or cultural backgrounds.  In that regard the following explanations should be helpful.


When someone dies our natural impulse is to want to “do something” for the family and friends of the departed, and to soften the pain and anguish of the grieving process for them.  Sometimes we can “do something” for those who grieve, or the departed, but many times that something is only a token of the sorrow or sympathy we feel.  Like the words we struggle to find that will be meaningful, we know that whatever we might do, will feel inadequate.  Yet, the one thing we can always do is to offer our prayers and presence.

When you arrive for the funeral service one of the things you might notice is that, with the exception of the flowers offered to God on the Altar, there are no other flower arrangements in the sanctuary.  The casket or urn (if one is present), instead of being covered with a blanket of flowers, is covered with a pall.  The pall is the vestment of the Church and is used to cover every casket/urn placed in the sanctuary for the Burial service.  The principle behind this practice is illustrated by an experience related by the former Bishop of Alaska, Bishop Gordon.  On the day that the Archbishop of Canterbury conducted the funeral of King George VI of England, Bishop Gordon arrived at a remote village within the Arctic Circle and found that his first duty would be to officiate at the funeral of an Indian woman.  The two services, separated by thousands of miles and cultural differences, were identical.  The King and the Indian woman were both children of God and equal in God’s sight and love.  Elaborate funeral decorations popular in many settings, however lovingly provided, tend to obscure this point and are therefore not a part of the Episcopal Church’s burial service.


It is also common, either before, or during the funeral service, to celebrate the Holy Eucharist (Communion).  This is the highest form of corporate worship that Christians participate in, and it is offered as an act of thanksgiving for all of God’s blessings.


In the Episcopal Church funeral services are not lengthy.  We also try to make the funeral service as joyful as possible.  White hangings (or vestments) and Easter music should reassure those present that as Christians we rejoice at the “Birthday in Eternity” of the departed.  Black hangings and mournful music convey the hopelessness of the pagan, not the hopefulness of the Christian.  A Christian’s funeral is indeed a great festival.  


To a Christian, death is not the ultimate evil.  Death is the beginning of a new life, a step closer to union with God, which is the purpose of all religion in the first place.  The relative or friend from whom you are now physically separated lives on in God.  The physical body is to be committed to Burial or Cremation with dignity and respect, and the casket is closed lest the body itself become an object of veneration or an undue stimulus to grief.


Finally, we the living would really rather not think about death at all.  Yet death is a fact of life we must all face and is best faced squarely, without camouflage or evasive language.  We may never reach the stage at which we are willing to die, but with God’s grace we may prepare ourselves to die bravely and with truly Christian dignity and hope.


If you would like something further to read and pray about, turn to page 253, or pages 503-505 in The Book of Common Prayer.  Psalms 46 (p649), 121 (p779), 130 (p784) and 147 (p804) are also suggested.
Arrangements


The death of a member of the Church should be reported as soon as possible to, and arrangements made in consultation with, the Rector.  No final plans can be determined without this consultation.  


Baptized Christians are properly buried from the church.  The service should be held after public notice is given, to allow the community of the faithful to gather in support.  In some circumstances, all of the service can be read at the graveside.  Only in the most unusual of circumstances should any part of the service be held in a funeral home.

The Worship Service


As previously stated, the tone of the burial service is one of Easter confidence and joy.  Episcopal burials are also generally characterized by their simplicity and reverence, in which we all share in the promise of the Resurrection.  The prayers and readings used in the service underscore this faith.


Flowers should be provided for and displayed in the altar vases.  No other floral arrangements are to be used in the sanctuary.  Arrangements that are sent to the church will be displayed in the narthex areas.  The flowers that are used in the service should be arranged through St. Philip’s Flower Guild.  There is a $100.00 fee, payable to St. Philip’s Church, for the services of the Flower Guild.  This fee is over and above the actual cost of the flowers.  It is also desirable for families to request that, instead of flowers, memorials be made in the form of contributions to a favorite charity or church ministry.

When the coffin is brought to the church, it is closed, and remains closed from that point forward.  It is covered by a funeral pall until it is removed from the church.


Pallbearers, if they are requested, are selected by the family in consultation with the Rector.  The traditional number is either six or eight, and they would be seated in the front pew on the left side of the nave.


It is appropriate that hymns and other music reflect the Easter theme of the service.  The hymns chosen must be approved by the Rector.  Solo vocal music is generally not appropriate.  St. Philip’s organist is the principal musician for funerals at St. Philip’s and is always available for consultation on appropriate music/hymns.  The Organist’s honorarium is $150.00 and paid directly to them.  To contact the Organist for their services please call the church office at (910) 457-5643.

The Holy Eucharist


Families are encouraged to incorporate the central act of Christian worship, the Holy Eucharist, in the burial service and are asked to discuss this with the Rector.  It is always appropriate to do so, but in no way is the service “more” or “less” complete by the addition of the Holy Eucharist.

Cremation


There is nothing unchristian about cremation.  While cremation is a departure from some of the past teachings of the Church, it takes into account a new understanding of burial customs.  Ashes are treated with the same respect as a body, and in the case of cremation, plans are made for the proper committal of the ashes according to the form specified in The Book of Common Prayer.  Should you be interested in St. Philip’s Memorial Garden as a final resting place for you, or your loved one, information is provided in Addendum #1 of this customary.  Please contact the church office for further details.
A Note

There is nothing morbid about thinking of one’s own burial plans.  It is prudent, and an act of Christian responsibility and stewardship, to make plans for our funeral in advance.  To leave such decisions to our family is to place an unnecessary burden on their grief.  Those who have special requests are urged to discuss them with the Rector.  It is also wise to put such plans in writing, and to leave a copy in a confidential file with the Rector/Church.  St. Philip’s Episcopal Church has a Burial Customary available in the church office for those who would like to make appropriate funeral/burial arrangements.  In addition, the Rector is always available to assist you, with the understanding that any discussion would be confidential.

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church

Southport, North Carolina 28461
Funeral Plans

NAME:  _____________________________________________________




(Last)

(First) 

(Middle)

Social Security Number #____________________________________

Birthplace _________________     Birth Date____________________


When a person is near death, the Minister of the congregation should be notified, in order that the ministrations of the Church may be provided.  (BCP 462)


So often when one dies the planning of the funeral service and other matters become a burden to the family.  There are many things to be done and a myriad of decisions to be made, all in the space of a few days’, and under the emotional strain of grief and loss.  This form is designed to alleviate many of those problems and to give your family a clear, precise knowledge of your wishes concerning your death and funeral plans.


The rector of St. Philip’s will be happy to assist you in any way as you complete this customary.  If, at any time, you wish to make a change or to update your plans we will be happy to return your old form and supply you with new ones.

I.
Those to be notified:

Church 

______________________________________

Funeral Home
_______________________________________

Family Members 
_______________________________________

Others

_______________________________________


My Executor is
______________________________________
II. Funeral Service:
Where

_______________________________________

When


_______________________________________

Preferred Time
_______________________________________

Type of Service -
Rite I ___ 
Rite II ___

Communion
Yes ___ No ___

Music/Hymns –


Music can play an important part in the affirmation of our faith during a funeral.  The music chosen should be triumphant, with the stress on the eternal nature of God and the Resurrection promised by God’s Son, Our Savior Jesus Christ.  All music is subject to the approval of the Rector.  The organist at St. Philip’s is available for consultation on appropriate music.  Should you request music during the service the organist at St. Philip’s is paid an honorarium for their services.


Yes ___ I would like to have the following music/hymns played at the service:

           ______________________________________________________

Flowers – 
It is requested that flowers, except for those used on the altar, not be sent to the church.  It is, however, appropriate for flowers to be displayed at the funeral home and the grave.  

(  )  I have no objection to flowers being sent to the funeral home or cemetery.

(  )  I do not want flowers to be sent and in lieu of flowers I would like any contribution to be made to:


_____________________


_____________________

Flowers for the altar can be arranged through the Flower Guild of St. Philip’s.

What is your burial preference? 


Earth burial at (cemetery) ____________________________


Entombment at (Lot #/Crypt #) ________________________


Cremation and interment at __________________________

The following offer cremation services:


Peacock, Newnam & White Funeral Home


Southport, N.C.


(910) 457-6944


National Cremation Service


Wilmington, N.C.


(910) 575-6687

Have you already made funeral arrangements?  Yes ___ No ___

If yes, with who?  _________________________________________

Is the deceased a veteran?  Yes ___ No ___


What arrangements for a headstone/marker have you made?


________________________________________________________

Will there be a visitation at the Funeral Home for family and friend to pay their respects?  Yes ___ No ___

III. 
Readings

Please consult page 469 (Rite I) or 491 (Rite II) in The Book of Common Prayer to choose the readings you would like to have read.  

Old Testament __________
Psalm __________

New Testament __________
IV.  
Reception


Will there be a reception following the service?  Yes ___  No ___


Where will the reception be?  _______________________________

V.  
Other Requests

Are there any family members or church members who you would like to have participate in the service as readers, ushers, or in other ways?


________________________________________________________

Revised February 2009
ADDENDUM #1


St. Philip’s Memorial Garden was established along the west side of the Chapel of the Cross in 1982.  The garden was created to provide an appropriate consecrated place for the interment of cremated remains of St. Philip’s members, their families, and Episcopalians in the community.


The design of the Memorial Garden allows for the beauty and harmony of a uniform landscape.  To preserve the unified design, no individual grave plantings, floral arrangements or other grave decorations are allowed.  A small bench within the garden provides a quiet spot for prayer and reflection.


The name and dates of birth and death of the individual interred are inscribed on a bronze plate and attached in order or their interment to a permanent plaque.  This is the only monument within the garden.  A small, numbered plate, corresponding to the order of interment, identifies each grave.


Usually, only the cremains/ashes are placed into the ground.  Urns are not used.  Any container buried with the ashes must be biodegradable and of a size that fits the burial plot.  A space may also be reused after all the garden spaces have been used. 


The basic design, planning and arrangement of the cemetery falls under the direction of the Junior Warden, subject to final approval of St. Philip’s Vestry.  The members of St. Philip’s who have devoted themselves to the care of the cemetery are dedicated to keeping the Memorial Garden attractive and inviting, in accordance with the intention of its founders.


Applications for interment may be made during a person’s lifetime.  The current fee for interment is $250.00, payable at the time of application.  An application form is provided as a part of this customary.
Memorial Garden Application Form
I wish to reserve interment space in St. Philip’s Episcopal Church Memorial Garden Cemetery.  I understand the conditions set forth by the Vestry and have explained them to those who will see to the details of my interment.

Full name of person for whom the space is to be reserved.

Address, City, State, Zip Code

Date of Birth

_______________ I have enclosed the total payment of $250.00 with this application.

_______________ I wish to make five equal payments of $50.00, payable quarterly.  The first payment is enclosed with this application.

Signature of Applicant 





Date

Please complete a separate application for each space reserved.

Mail to:  St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 10476, Southport, North Carolina, 28461.
