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The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage

Prelude

“The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord.  Therefore marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.”  The Book of Common Prayer – pg 423


At St. Philip’s we welcome the opportunity to talk with you about your proposed marriage and offer you the following guidelines and expectations as a way of assisting you in planning this joyous event in your lives.

Who May Be Married at St. Philip’s


As stated in the prelude above, we believe Christian marriage to be a sign of Christ’s love to a sinful and broken world, intended by God for the mutual joy of the couple, the help given one another in prosperity and adversity and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation of children and their nuture in the knowledge and love of our Lord.  It is expected, therefore, that at least one of the couple be a baptized Christian.  It is further expected that the couple intends to live out their faith by being active in a Christian community, either at St. Philip’s or elsewhere.  Normally, anyone being married at St. Philip’s will be a member, related to a member, or have some prior membership connection to the parish.
When May We Be Married at St. Philip’s?


In general, you may be married at any time, with the following exceptions:  The season of Lent, or any time within one week of major holidays and the Principal Feast days of Christmas and Easter.  In addition, and without exception, at least 30 days notice of your desire to be married is required.  At least three months prior notice is preferred.  This notice is accomplished by signing the required Declaration of Intention.  Under no circumstance will the clergy of St. Philip’s officiate at a wedding of divorced persons without three months notice.  This is necessary in order to complete and process the required petition for approval from the bishop of the Diocese of East Carolina.  Under normal circumstances weddings may be scheduled in St. Philip’s Church, or Chapel of the Cross, anytime up to 6PM.  Exceptions must be discussed at the first meeting.  Rehearsals are generally held sometime prior to 6PM on the previous day.

What About Pre-Marital Instruction?

The canons of the Church require that the clergy counsel with the couple concerning the nature, purpose and meaning of Holy Matrimony.

It is expected that the couple will meet a number of times with the clergyperson who will be officiating at your wedding.  This will not usually be less than three one-hour sessions in addition to a session devoted to planning the liturgy.  The purpose of these sessions is to help you reflect on your transition from a single person to that of a married person.  Specifically, they are designed to discuss your individual and communal expectations of married life – and the changes that are occurring, have occurred, and will occur in your new life together.  The scheduled sessions will also assist you in understanding the importance of your continued reliance on the Holy Spirit and your relationship with Jesus Christ as you experience a new way of relating with each other and those around you.  

Occasionally, it will not be possible for the couple to engage in pre-marital instruction here at St. Philip’s.  In such cases you may be prepared by some other person mutually agreeable to you and the officiating clergy.  However, at least one session with the officiating clergy at St. Philip’s is required prior to the marriage ceremony.  In addition, no public announcement of the wedding should be made until after your initial meeting with the proposed officiating clergy.

What About Wedding Consultants/Coordinators?

The principal wedding coordinator/consultant for services at St. Philip’s will be the officiating clergy.  It is important to remember that The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage is a worship service.  Please do not appoint/hire a wedding consultant with the expectation that they will have any influence or authority within the confines of the church or marriage liturgy.   St. Philip’s clergy are assisted by St. Philip’s Wedding Coordinator’s Guild in the conduct of weddings at St. Philip’s and The Chapel of the Cross.  The fee for their service, paid by the bride and groom, is $150.00.  

A member of the Wedding Coordinator’s Guild will be assigned to you at your first meeting with the officiating clergy.  During the preparation time leading up to the actual wedding date your Wedding Coordinator will be available to answer (or obtain answers to) questions concerning the service and available resources for the wedding ceremony.
Does it Make a Difference if One or Both of Us Have Been Divorced?

Yes, it does.  The policies of the Diocese of East Carolina for the solemnization of a marriage following divorce are consistent with the Canons of the Episcopal Church.


Christian marriage is intended to be a lifelong union of a man and woman, instituted by God, signifying the union between Christ and His Church.  The Church maintains its belief in the will of God for lifelong marriages that are signs of His steadfast love, and at the same time, with no dilution of that belief, the Church may bless the unions of those whose prior marriages have died, and who, in faith, while accepting the consequences of their prior commitments, desire to covenant with one another in a mature Christian marriage.  It is the policy of St. Philip’s clergy to assist persons in building strong marriages after the death of their prior marriages.  The Church’s experience has taught us that time is necessary for healing, for learning and for forgiveness.  It is, therefore, our policy that at least two years must have elapsed between the final decree of divorce and the date of a petition for marriage.  In such cases counseling with the clergy is essential.  Our goal is to assist in insuring that issues which might remain unresolved from a previous marriage have been dealt with and that individuals are aware of, and have properly accepted responsibility for commitments, such as child support, and other financial obligations that continue from the prior marriage.  As a pastoral issue we deliberately discourage unions that are formed in reaction to the stresses of a prior union.  The emphasis should be placed on time to heal and to settle issues from a prior union.  

In a situation where a person may approach the Church seeking marriage for a third, or more times, we assume that additional professional consultation is appropriate and will require such counseling with appropriate professionals.

We also expect that at least one of the couple be a member of St. Philip’s, and that any children from the former marriage be properly cared for and that other matters of property and custody be resolved.  
Who May Officiate at Weddings at St. Philip’s?

How much do you charge?

Weddings at St. Philip’s will be officiated by St. Philip’s clergy.  If you would like another duly ordained clergyperson, in good standing in this church, or some other denomination, to officiate, or assist, they may be invited to do so by the rector of St. Philip’s.  Such an invitation is not automatic, and a request for another clergyperson to officiate or participate must be made at the time of your first meeting.

There is no requirement for members of St. Philip’s to remunerate St. Philip’s full time clergy in the performance of their canonical duties as officiants.  Remuneration to retired clergy who have been asked to officiate should be discussed directly with them.  If you wish to make a contribution to the parish, we ask that you make your check payable to St. Philip’s Episcopal Church and indicate in the notation that it is for the church’s Discretionary Fund.  Such contributions are tax deductible.  The church Discretionary Fund is used to meet the needs of the poor and others in our community in need of assistance.

There is a fee, however, for the services of the church organist and sexton.  Unless agreed to by the rector for exceptional reasons, St. Philip’s organist will play for all services and approve all music to be used.  They are also available for consultation and suggestions about appropriate, and inappropriate, service music.  Their fee is $200.00 for services at St. Philip’s, which includes a rehearsal the day prior to the wedding.  The fee for a wedding at a site other than St. Philip’s needs to be discussed directly with St. Philip’s organist.  Other arrangements, including rehearsals with vocalists or instrumentalists, will be negotiated on a $50.00 an hour basis.  
The sexton’s fee is $125.00.   The check for the organist should be made payable directly to them, and should be paid two weeks prior to the rehearsal.  The check for the sexton’s services should be made payable to the church and also paid two weeks prior to the rehearsal.  
What Do I need to Know About Flowers?
 Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and are a sign of life, therefore, they should be cut flowers and provided by St. Philip’s Flower Guild or a florist/floral arranger agreed to by the St. Philip’s clergy who will be officiating at the wedding.  If the couple desires that St. Philip’s Flower Guild provide the arrangement they are to discuss their request with the Flower Guild Director.  In any event, the flowers are a gift to the church and usually designated as a memorial and distributed to the sick and homebound following Sunday services.  If the wedding couple desire to take the flowers with them following the wedding ceremony this is to be discussed at the first meeting with the officiant.  The altar flowers are the only major arrangements permitted in the church, although a small arrangement, to mark the family pews, is permitted.  
What Do I Need to Know About Photography and Video Equipment?
We ask that no photographs be taken during the worship service.  Your photographer may take one picture as you leave the church, and any silent photographs, without flash, during the service from the balcony or the rear of the church.  Stationary video equipment may be used from the balcony although no extra lighting may be added to the church.  We have found that a good quality professional camera is more than adequate for the job.  It is strongly suggested and recommended that most of the wedding photos be taken before the service.  What has been a traditional understanding of the groom not viewing the bride in her wedding dress prior to the service is more reasonably replaced by our need to respect the some times lengthy wait of the congregation for the wedding party to appear at the reception following the service.   
What Else Do I Need to Know?

Our Altar Guild stands ready to assist you in any way and will be on hand on the day of the wedding to assist in the preparation of the church.  Once a wedding date has been set the Altar Guild Director should be notified.

St. Philip’s seats about 300 people comfortably.  The Chapel of the Cross holds about 80.  The church parish hall, which holds 30-40, is available for small receptions, but is not suited for extensive decoration and set-up.  If a reception is planned at the church please ask for our policy on the use of alcohol. 

The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage is a worship service.  As such the focus is on the new relationship being established by God with the couple being married.  The ceremonial use of “Unity Candles,” common in other traditions, is not a theology consistent with the marriage liturgy of this church.  It is suggested that some other venue, such as the reception following the marriage service, would be a more appropriate place for such a ceremony to occur.  
The clergy of St. Philip’s do not expect to be invited to social functions in connection with the wedding.  If you would like them to attend, however, please issue a written invitation and they will attend if possible.

Parking outside the church is limited.  Street parking, and public parking lots, is the norm.  
You must have a license to marry in North Carolina.  Information about obtaining a marriage license for those planning to marry in Southport, or Brunswick County, can be obtained from the Register of Deeds in Bolivia.  The telephone number is (910) 253-2690.

Please do not invite small children (under the age of 12) to participate in your wedding before discussing it with the officiating clergy.

The practice of throwing rice on church property, as part of the recessional procession, is discouraged.  Bird seed is an acceptable alternative outside the church.

We hope this customary has been helpful.  If you have special requests and questions, please do not hesitate to call the officiating clergy or the parish office.
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