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St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
Southport, NC


WELCOME AND OVERVIEW

Welcome to the St. Philip’s Church family.  We are a dynamic and growing parish serving Brunswick Country communities in the Diocese of East Carolina.  We define ourselves, in part, by the following mission statement:
St. Philip’s Church is a family called by Christ to love God, to love each other as God loves us, to share our talents and resources with the community and the world, to be a growing and inclusive parish through prayer, education, worship and service.
Our parish family comprises people young and old, with roots in North Carolina and many other states. In recent years our membership has undergone tremendous growth which is, in part, attributable to the recognition of the many work and recreation opportunities available in the local area.  But more than anything, St. Philip’s is a magnet for people who seek involvement in community, ministry, and individual spiritual growth.  Despite our growth we have been able to maintain the sense of closeness with each other that continually strengthens our mission. 
The St. Philip’s family continually strives to be a leader in community and ecumenical outreach. We offer myriad opportunities for members to come together, to help each other, and to serve the greater community.  As our membership expands, we have maintained a stronger focus on Youth activities and seek to ensure that young members are spiritually enriched as they experience the rewards of love for one another and dedication to their community.
Thanks for joining us!  We have prepared this packet to help you “learn the ropes” and we challenge you to discover the rewards you can derive as a member of our church family, the greatest of which will be your growing, enduring spiritual enrichment.
CLERGY/STAFF AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Rector:   The Reverend Barry P. Kubler
Deacon:	   The Reverend Henrietta Williams
Parish Secretary:   Natasha Tatum
Christian Education Director:   Millie Hart
Musical Director:  Deborah Skillman, organist and director of the adult choir.
Sexton:	  George Ball
Church Contact Information
Office Address:  	108 North Dry Street
			Southport, NC  28461
Mailing Address:	P. O. Box 10476
			Southport, NC  28461
Telephone:		(910) 457-5643
E-mail:			info@stphilipschurch.org
Website:			www.stphilipschurch.org
Newsletter:   Our monthly newsletter, The Philippian, features information pertaining to the life and work in the parish and is available online in the communications section of the website.

Cover photo and sketches provided courtesy of Ricky Evans

OUR HISTORY
The earliest records of southeast North Carolina indicate that the original St. Philip’s Parish was established in 1741 at Port Brunswick one of the earliest British colonial sites in the New World.  In 1748, Spanish privateers attacked and captured Port Brunswick and during their very brief occupation the Spanish flag flew over the original parish gathering place.  Construction of the first church structure, known as St. Philip’s Church, began in 1754, and in the spring of 1760 Royal Governor Arthur Dobbs announced his intention of designating St. Philip’s Church as His Majesty’s Chapel in North Carolina . St. Philip’s was completed and dedicated in 1768, and served the town of Brunswick until the structure was burned by the British during the American Revolution in 1776. The remains of the original church building still stand at Brunswick Town, a state historical site on Highway 133, approximately ten miles north of Southport. Supposedly, the altar rail in the Chapel of the Cross at St. Philip’s came from the original structure.
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Ruins of the original St. Philip’s Church at Brunswick Town
Continued growth and development along the Cape Fear River eventually led to the growth of a seaport originally named Smithville (now Southport) and a fort – Fort Johnson -- was constructed to defend the approaches to the Cape Fear.  Around 1843, the commander of Fort Johnston, Colonel Thomas Childs, is said to have thought that a church was needed to serve the fort’s soldiers and ordinary citizens in the area and there is some indication that soldiers were actually involved in its construction.  That church, the Chapel of the Cross of St. Philip’s Church, stands to this day on Moore Street, adjacent to the present church.  The earliest record of a full-time rector identifies the Rev. Peyton Gallagher as the spiritual leader of the congregation at St. Philip’s from June, 1852 to March, 1853.  The first vestry was elected in 1850 and, in 1851, the parish was admitted into the diocese as “Old St. Philip’s.”  It was the intention of its members at that time to perpetuate the memory of the original church of Brunswick Town through the existence of the new parish. The church continued to flourish and, in an address to the diocesan convention in 1860, Bishop Atkinson reported that he had consecrated St. Philip’s Church in “Smithville.”  Records of activities at the church throughout most of the War Between the States have been lost but it is known that Confederate forces evacuated Fort Johnson in February, 1865, and that the town and church were immediately seized and occupied by Union forces.  It was used as a hospital for the wounded and later as a school for African-American children.  Beginning in March, 1876, the church entered a new period of prosperity and a small addition was made to the vestry room and church was enclosed with a “proper fence.”  During this same period the military stationed at Fort Johnston are thought to be responsible for acquiring a new communion table, alms basin, and lectern. A new organ was also obtained during this period.



Since its creation in 1741, the parish and churches of St. Philip’s have withstood many changes and challenges.  It has served as a place of worship under seven different political flags, all displayed in the Chapel of the Cross today.  Entering the chapel and looking overhead, starting on the right forward position and ending on the left forward position the flags are as follows:
	England 
	Spain 
	Grand Union 
	North Carolina 
	Betsy Ross 
	Confederate States of America 
	United States of America 
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The Chapel of the Cross of St. Philips’s Church
In recent years, a Planning Team and Vestry led a careful process of research, parish meetings and surveys to build consensus on plans and directions. One of the leading church architectural firms in the country, Heimsath Architects, was retained and eventually developed a Three-Phase Master Plan for expansion.  Phase one was devoted to a new worship center, a gathering and support space that seats 250-300; the magnificent bell tower draws the new church and the Chapel together into a campus-like setting.  Phases II and III of the Master Plan include a large parish hall, additional office and education space.  In March, 2003, ground was broken for Phase One, and, on Easter Sunday 2004, we began worshiping in our new church.  At this time the old church was renamed “Chapel of the Cross at St. Philip’s” in honor of its original name.
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St. Philip’s Church

WORSHIP SCHEDULES
Our regular schedule is followed from the first Sunday after Labor Day through Memorial Day
	Day
	Time
	Program/Event
	Location

	Sunday
	8:00 AM
	Holy Eucharist, Rite I and Rite II on alternate Sundays, no music
	St. Philip’s Church

	
	9:15 AM
	Nursery (through noon)
	Carr-Jorgensen House

	
	9:15 AM
	Adult & Youth Christian Education
	Carr-Jorgensen House

	
	10:30 AM
	Holy Eucharist Rite II, organ and choir, fellowship following service
	St. Philip’s Church

	Wednesday
	10:00 AM
	Bible Study
	Parish Hall

	
	6:00 PM
	Healing Service and Potluck dinner
	Chapel of the Cross



Our summer schedule is followed from Memorial Day through Labor Day
	Day
	Time
	Program/Event
	Location

	Sunday
	8:00 AM
	Holy Eucharist, Rite I and Rite II on alternate Sundays, no music
	Chapel of the Cross

	
	9:00 AM
	Holy Eucharist Rite II
	Register Park, 
Oak Island

	
	9:45 AM
	Nursery (through 11:45 AM)
	Carr-Jorgensen House

	
	10:00 AM
	Holy Eucharist, Rite II, fellowship following service
	St. Philip’s Church

	Wednesday
	10:00 AM
	Bible Study
	Parish Hall

	
	6:00 PM
	Healing Service and Potluck dinner
	Chapel of the Cross






FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE 
The St. Philip’s family offers many opportunities for our members to meet their peers in a variety of settings for fellowship or service to the church or community.  A list of some of these opportunities is provided below and new opportunities will be publicized as they arise.  All are encouraged to share their gifts through these groups.  Please feel free to get in touch with the contact person(s) listed on the Contact Information page to learn more about particular organizations.
Acolytes – Our Acolytes are an integral part of our worship services.  Ranging in age from third graders to adults, acolytes train monthly for various duties from torch bearer to Book carrier.  The group shares a meal during training nights.  Parishioners are welcome and encouraged to provide a meal for our acolytes.
Altar Guild – Our wonderful Altar Guild prepares and cares for our Lord’s Table before and after all worship services.  We have six dedicated teams that each serve two months.  Don’t know what to do?  Have no fear!  There is lots of “on the job training” and twice a year instructional meetings with the Rector and/or Deacon.  We welcome new members.
Bridge Group - Love to play bridge?   This fun small group is for you!!  The group gathers at noon on the first and third Wednesday of each month in the Parish Hall.  Prizes are always awarded to the lowest and two highest scores.  This fun-loving group normally ends up with three or four tables and singles or couples are certainly welcome.  Don’t be afraid, they have players of all levels and they never try to trump a partner’s ace!  
Christian Education – St. Philips’s Church offers opportunities for spiritual growth through education opportunities for all ages!  Members serve as Sunday school teachers and assistants for the children as well as providing classes and discussion groups for adults. 
Choir – The church choir performs a variety of music most Sundays from September through May. In addition, they offer special selections throughout the year through Evensong services, expanded Christmas music and, a Tenebrae service during Holy Week. If you would like to sing 2 to 4 part music in a variety of genres, please check out the church choir.
Daughters of the King - The Daughters of the King is a religious order of women who undertake a personal rule of life incorporating prayer and service.  Each member pledges herself to a lifelong program of prayer, service and personal evangelism.  Our chapter meets monthly in the Parish Hall.  They are always happy to welcome new members. If you are interested please contact any Daughter of the King, all are recognizable by a distinctive silver cross worn as a necklace.
Flower Guild – The Flower Guild consists of dedicated volunteers who arrange floral displays for Sunday services, Church holidays and other special events. Creation of the displays is normally completed before the requirement and, following the service or event; members disassemble the displays for delivery to our members with special needs.  Regular meetings are not held but they do conduct flower arranging classes when requested or required; present members work with new members to familiarize them with our processes.
Historical Committee - The St. Philip's Historical Committee has the mission of documenting and preserving our long history by analyzing records, correspondence and other documents relating to the parish as well as by interacting with outside agencies and interested parties.  By doing so, they also serve as a historical resource to our parish and larger community.  Our own Chuck Pollock published a book in 2010 compiling the history of St. Philip’s Church.  This book is for sale with the proceeds benefiting the Chapel of the Cross.  Contact the Church office for information on purchasing a book.

Knitting Group -They are an informal group of people who knit by hand and love to share our expertise with anyone who wants to learn how to knit.  Several of our members create prayer shawls, which are presented with love and prayer to people with special concerns or who are celebrating a special event.  Remember, you do not need to know how to knit to join this group, they are only too happy to teach you.  Join us on the first and third Tuesday of each month in the Parish Hall.  
Men's Club – They provide a fellowship opportunity for the men of St. Philip’s Church.  Their monthly meetings take place on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall and normally include a presentation on a topic of interest from a member or local expert.  Activities include social events, fund raising via lobster, pancake supper, and hot dog sales as well as a buffet style breakfast for all members of the parish on the first Sunday of each month.  
Neighborhood Team Leaders – The congregation is divided into18 geographical areas, each of which has a volunteer neighborhood leader.  The leaders serve as a relay point for communications to/from members of their neighborhood area essential to keeping parishioners informed on a variety of issues and subjects in the life of the church.  Team leaders also provide fellowship opportunities to the members of their groups on a schedule which is unique to each neighborhood area.
The Odd Jobbers – The “odd jobbers” was formed by the Men’s Club to perform minor “around the house” repairs and to provide other assistance to members of our church facing difficult times.
Pastoral Care – The Rector provides the pastoral care leadership for the congregation.  He is available to meet one-on-one with those going through a difficult time in life or faith.  Our rector will determine those who would benefit from the services of a Stephen Minister or other resources and provide referrals as needed. *Confidential ministries whose primary oversight belongs to the Rector.
Prayer Shawl Ministry – This is a ministry of loving prayer and comfort in which members knit cozy shawls for recipients, known or unknown, confronting challenging time in their lives.  Whether they are knitting together or independently this ministry always includes prayers for those in need as we create these beautiful shawls.  This ministry meets the second and fourth Thursday of each month.
Property Maintenance – With help from the Sexton and Groundskeepers, the Junior Warden maintains oversight of the church property – buildings and grounds – including the Chapel of the Cross, St. Philip’s Church, Carr-Jorgensen and Parkhill Houses.  Groundskeepers are volunteers organized as teams that work on Saturday mornings once every six weeks. To get involved, contact our Junior Warden.
The Seekers – Seekers is a monthly discussion group for adults who want to ask questions and talk about contemporary Christian faith. The approach is largely but not exclusively progressive. Its purpose is to provide “a safe environment where people have permission to ask the questions they’ve always wanted to ask but have been afraid to voice for fear of being thought a heretic.” The Seekers exists to help us explore the future of Christianity and what a meaningful faith can look like in today’s post-enlightenment world. Talk is wide-ranging and free-wheeling. They meet the second and fourth Mondays, both on the same material, from 10 am to noon in the Parish Hall. 
Stephen Ministers – The Rector will always be on the front lines of care for our parish family, especially during times of crisis.  But, there are always many more needs for ongoing, one-to-one care that our Rector can effectively meet by himself.  Stephen Ministry provides a biblical solution – equipping God’s people for ministry.  Gifted lay people are trained to support and extend the care that the Rector continues to provide.  Stephen Ministers reach out with God’s love to people who are hurting – both congregation members and non-members alike. (Excerpt taken from the Stephen Ministry: God’s Love in Action brochure) The Rector will refer those whose needs would best be met by a Stephen Minister.
*Confidential ministries whose primary oversight belongs to the Rector.

Supper Clubs – Participants in our Supper Club choose a “dining in” or “dining out” option and are then assigned to groups.  During this time, the members choosing the “dining in” option take turns hosting the other members of their group in their homes; those choosing the “dining out” option meet a mutually agreeable restaurant.  Look for the announcement of a new sign up period in the church bulletin and The Philippian. 
Vestry – St. Philip’s Church, in accordance with the Canons of the Episcopal Church, has a Vestry which provides assistance and leadership in temporal matters of the congregation.  Our Vestry consists of twelve members, each of whom is elected by the congregation to a three year term of service.  Elections for four new vestry members each year are normally conducted at the annual meeting of the congregation.  Our Vestry provides guidance in six focal areas referred to as commissions – Service, Worship, Evangelism, Education, Pastoral Care and Stewardship.  The Senior Warden provides leadership and guidance in all Vestry matters.
Wednesdays With Women - The Wednesdays with Women group invites you to join them as they make connections between faith and simplicity to encourage actions and lifestyles more deeply reflecting core Christian values and resulting in more meaningful, joyful living.  They meet once a month.  
Women's Group – The St. Philip's Women's Group strives to foster a closer sense of community in general, and to promote fellowship and involvement among the women of St. Philip's Church.  They welcome all Episcopal Church women to join them at two luncheons per year, a Christmas party, fund-raising and other special events, and workshops.  They raise funds to support church programs and community outreach, including bake sales, and a Fall Bazaar.  
Youth Groups – There are several youth groups at St. Philips providing fellowship and spiritual growth in an age appropriate setting.  The youth group for third through fifth grades meets once a month while the middle school and high school youth groups meet twice monthly.  In each case, our youth members share a meal together. Please contact the Christian Education Director if you would like to provide a meal for our youth groups. In addition, several special events like a Holy Week Lock-in are planned annually.  These events will be communicated in various places like the service bulletin and our newsletter.  

St. Philip’s Church also supports local community service groups by providing space for meetings and helping with additional requirements as we are able via outreach programs.  Among these groups are:
AA – St. Philip's provides meeting space for a local AA group whose members meet on Thursday evenings at 8:00 PM in the Parish Hall.  For more information please call (910) 794-1840.
Al Anon – St. Philip's provides a meeting room for a local Al Anon group meeting on Mondays at 8:00 PM and on the first and third Wednesday of each month at 10:30 AM in the Carr-Jorgensen.  For more information please call (910) 794-1840.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Last Updated 1/8/12
Acolytes			Ricky Evans, Acolyte Master			(910) 232-0336
Altar Guild			Harriet Powell, Altar Guild Director		(910) 620-7714
Bridge Group			Yvonne Moody					(910) 454-9051
Christian Education		Millie Hart, Christian Education Director		(910) 457-5643
Church Choir			Debbie Skillman, Organist and Choir Director	(910) 457-5643
Daughters of the King		Priscilla Wheeler, President			(910) 253-6408
Episcopal Relief & Development Rep.	Jacob Pfohl					(910) 363-4225
Flower Guild			Meezie Childs					(910) 457-5362
Historical Committee		Chuck Pollock					(910) 457-1211	
Knitting Group			Evelyn King					(910) 278-3220
Men’s Group			Dana Richardson				(910) 754-8138
				Doug Stone					(910) 454-8469
Neighborhood Team Leaders	Bobbie Fuchs					(910) 755-6567
				Lorraine Richardson				(910) 754-8138
The Odd Jobbers		Marv Adkins					(910) 457-9779
				Ross Irwin					(910) 363-4201
Pastoral Care			Fr. Barry Kubler					(910) 457-5643
Philippian Editors		Mike & Cathy Burke				(910) 457-7115
Prayer Shawl Ministers	Parish Office					(910) 457-5643
Property Maintenance		Tom Trivett, Junior Warden			(910) 457-5881
Publicity Ministry		Lyn Sutton					(910) 933-9113
The Seekers			Nan Bush					(910) 201-1484
				Mike Burke					(910) 457-7115
Stephen Ministers		Gene and Martha Myers				(910) 842-5160
Supper Clubs			Natasha Tatum					(910) 457-5643
Wednesdays with Women	Bryden Manning				(910) 457-9497
Women’s Group		Lorraine Beamer, President			 (910) 845-8705
Youth Groups			Millie Hart, Christian Education Director		(910) 457-5643


CONTACT INFORMATION (continued)
Last Updated 1/8/12
	Bill Bittenbender, Senior Warden (2012) 					(910) 253-9846
	Tom Trivett, Junior Warden (2012)					(910) 457-5881
	Peter del Sol, Stewardship (2014)					(910) 854-0054
Mandy Tomz, Stewardship (2013)					(910) 363-4148
Debbie Evans, Worship (2013)						(910) 457-1129
	Frank Vacirca, Education (2014)						(910) 269-4299
	Tina Powers, Evangelism & Outreach (2012)				(910) 448-1972
	Jacob Pfohl, Evangelism & Outreach (2013)				(910) 363-4225
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Lorraine Richardson, Pastoral Care (2012)				(910) 754-8138
	Bobbie Fuchs, Pastoral Care (2014)					(910) 755-6567
	Tommy Harrelson, Service (2013)					(910) 457-5558
	Ruth Smith, Service (2014)						(910) 253-9254

	 Dana Richardson, Clerk						(910).754-8138
	 Buck Kitchin, Chancellor						(910) 454-0758
Wayne John, Finance Officer						(910) 457-0786

COMMUNITY SERVICE GROUPS
AA										(910) 794-1840
Al Anon									(910) 794-1840

Annual Events
	We are an active and growing congregation with a variety of activities planned annually.  These are not the only activities throughout the year, so please read the service bulletins and The Philippian for other opportunities.
	January
	

	February
	

	March	
	Evensong service (the first Sunday evening in Lent)

	April
	Holy Week Services
Easter Services 
(may occur in March depending on the year)

	May
	Summer Concert Series
Brunswick Town Service

	June
	Lobster Sale and Bake Sale
Summer Concert Series

	July
	4th of July Hot Dog and Bake Sale
Summer Concert Series

	August
	Summer Concert Series
Annual Acolyte Back to School Activity

	September
	Come together Covered Dish Luncheon
Pig Pickin’ Vestry sponsored Picnic

	October
	Bazaar With Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Stop Hunger Now! Activity

	November
	Evensong Service (First Sunday in Advent)

	December
	Annual Parish Meeting
Christmas Play and Party
Christmas Eve Services
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