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From the Rector

‘Remembering Our Roots — Seeding the Future’

‘The present parish of St. Philip’s was intended at the time of its organization to take (the) place of the
original parish of that name organized under the colonial government about the year 1740, with a
church building at Brunswick, a little town on the southwest side of the Cape Fear and about fifteen
miles from which the church is at present located (it being now at Smithville).

Quoted from Windley History of Saint Philip’s, Appendix A, A History of St. Philip’s Church

Did you know that more than half of our members here at St. Philip’s have been mem-
bers for less than 10 years? Built in 1843 and officially admitted into the Diocese of North
Carolina as a church in 1851, St. Philip’s was then known as The Chapel of Old St. Philip’s.

And, we have had more than just an interesting history. You can read more about our ‘Epi-
scopal’ mission and ministry in member Chuck Pollock’s recently published A History of St. Phi-
lip’s Church. Copies are available in the church office for $20.00.

| raise the above question because it has become increasingly obvious to me, and |
hope to you, that knowing who we are — where we come from — and what the experiences
and values are that have formed us and shape our reputation in this corner of God’s mission
field — are important foundational principals for us to remember in charting our future mission
and ministry efforts.

So, at the vestry’s February meeting we decided to designate May as ‘Remember Our
Roots — Seeding Our Future’ month at St. Philip’s. On the Remember Our Roots side, plans are
underway to invite former members to join us in worship and at events designed to resurrect
our history. All will be invited to our annual first Sunday in May gathering at Old Brunswick
Town. We’re hoping to arrange for a former rector and interim rector to be with us and
preach on separate Sunday’s. Guest speakers will share interesting stories of St. Philip’s in
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times long past. A dinner celebration will be held for the sole purpose of getting reacquainted
with our history and deepening our relationship with one another.

On the Seeding Our Future side it is our hope that this celebration and reminder of who
we are, and how far we’ve come, will prompt you to consider making a gift to St. Philip’s En-
dowment Fund, as we turn our attention to the recently revised priorities of our Long Range
Plan.

The emphasis, however, will be on celebrating our past. We will not pass out pledge
cards, or have ushers standing at the door of the church with baskets seeking donations. The
focus, as we say in The Great Thanksgiving each week, is on the remembrance of what God,
and Christ, have done for God’s people through our many ministries.

Look for more details in the Philippian, in our weekly bulletins, in your mail box, and on
St. Philip’s web site.

God bless you and remember you are loved!

Fr. Barry+

ANNUAL BRUNSWICK TOWN CELEBRATION
MAY 1st AT 10:30 AM (Music Begins at 10:00 AM)

Mark your calendars! Sunday, May 1st is our annual worship and picnic celebration
on the grounds of St. Philip’s in Brunswick Town.

We will have our regular 8AM worship in the Chapel of the Cross and then gather
for a 10:30 service on the grounds of Old St. Philip’s.

Remember. . .Wear casual clothes, bring a covered dish to share and a comfortable
chair!

CORRECTION: The list of signatories to the vestry letter
regarding the Anglican Covenant printed in the March
Philippian inadvertently omitted the names of Tina
Berne and Bill Meiners. The editor regrets this error.
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2011 Lent, Holy Week & Easter Worship Schedule

April 17th — Palm Sunday
8AM — Holy Communion with Liturgy of the Palms
10:30AM — Holy Communion with Liturgy of the Palms

April 18th and 19th — Monday and Tuesday
7AM - Chapel of the Cross - Morning Prayer
6PM — Chapel of the Cross — Evening Prayer

April 20th - Wednesday — Choral Tenebrae Service
7PM — St. Philip’s Church

April 21st — Maundy Thursday
7PM — St. Philip’s Church
Footwashing & Stripping of the Altar
8PM — 8AM Friday — Overnight Vigil in Chapel of the Cross

April 22nd - Good Friday
7PM - St. Philip’s Church

April 24th — Easter Day
6AM — Holy Eucharist Rite II - St. Philip’s Church
9AM — Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir - St. Philip’s Church
11AM — Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir - St. Philip's Church

A nursery will be provided during Holy Week on Wednesday,

Thursday, Friday evening. The nursery will be available on Easter

Day for the 9AM and 11AM services.
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LENTEN FORUMS
“A Loving God in a World of Evil and Suffering”

This year the Lenten Forum will be held at 5:00 PM in the parish hall prior to the Healing
Service in the Chapel of the Cross at 6:00 PM. A simple soup supper will follow the Heal-
Ing Service.

March 30: Near-death experience and the gift of Lent: Lead by our own Nan Bush,
President Emerita of the International Association for Near-Death Studies. Nan brings thir-
ty years of work as counselor and researcher of people who have had near-death expe-
riences.

April 6th: Christian Responses in a world of Evil, Suffering, and a Loving God: Martha
and Gene Myers will explain the role of Stephen’s Ministers and the referral process to be
placed with one.

April 13th: Practicing Resurrection: Facilitated by Bonnie Shurman, this session takes
discussion of suffering to a broader context as we consider resurrection as a blessing from
God. A DVD from Living the Question will provide expertise on the topic.

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES OF THE SOUTHPORT-OAK ISLAND INTER-
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP, 2011

DATE HOST CHURCH PREACHER

March 30th St. Philip's Episcopal Church, Southport The Rev. Philip Blair
Mt. Carmel A.M.E.

April 6th Ocean View United Methodist Church, Ol The Rev. Walter Taylor

Oak Island Presbyterian

April 13th Oak Island Presbyterian Church The Rev. Jim Shaver
Ocean View UMC

All Lenten Services begin at noon and conclude by 12:30 followed by a luncheon.
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Holy Week Vigils

Maundy Thursday Vigil: Daughters of the King invite the

congregation to sit vigil with us from Maundy Thursday evening through Good Fri-
day morning, as we keep watch before the Blessed Sacrament at the altar in The Chapel
of the Cross. This commemorates for us the disciples being asked to watch and pray
with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before He was crucified. And Jesus
said to Peter, “So you could not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” Mt. 26: 40-41. So that
we can make certain there are at least two people keeping watch for each hour of the
Vigil, please print your name on the sheet posted in the narthex hallway.

Watch Night. Youth 6th — 12th grade are invited to a Watch Night party at St. Phi-
lip’s Episcopal Church Friday the 22" of April, 2011 following the Good Friday worship
service. The festivities will be inside the church and will include watching seasonally ap-
propriate movies, popcorn and other snacks and will include reflective time on the signi-
ficance of Good Friday. All youth must be picked up from the church at 8:00 AM Satur-
day, April 23rd. You are welcome to bring friends; extra copies of necessary forms are
available from Millie. RSVP to Millie at 457-5643 or email millie@stphilipschurch.org by
Monday April 4th.

Adults who are willing to help chaperone this group do not have to spend the entire night
and can volunteer by contacting Millie. In the event enough chaperones are not available
we will have to cancel the event.

Beach Ministry Planning

Meeting

Wednesday, April 13th at 7:00PM
(after Healing Service)
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Traces of the Trade: A Film and Conversation
Tuesday, May 3, 9:30AM & 5:30 PM

Traces of the Trade is a powerful story of self-discovery that engages the
viewer in one of the ugliest moments of America’s past. A young Episcopal se-
minarian, Katrina Browne, comes to realize her family’s wealth and status is
rooted in the profits of the slave trade. The film is the story of her journey to
“trace the trade” in an effort toward reconciliation with the crimes of the past—
crimes of her family, her church, her community, her nation. The film invites us
to engage in conversation about the nature of reconciliation and how we address
our collective past, about the legacy of racism, about our routine collaboration
with evil by sharing in its profits and products. For more information see
http://tracesofthetrade.org.

Traces of the Trade was the highlight of the Diocese of East Carolina 2010
convention. St. Philip’s Church is sponsoring two showings on Tuesday, May 3,
at 9:30AM and 5:30PM, to be followed by a moderated discussion. Everyone is
encouraged to come and participate in this important experience.

Please call 457-5643 to reserve your place. Seating is limited.
Lunch/dinner is included.

INTERCHURCH FELLOWSHIP

In the rotation of churches who provide worship services at the nursing homes, St. Phi-
lip's will be at Dosher Nursing Center the first three Sundays in April. We need to be at
Dosher at 10:00 AM and our services should be about 30 minutes long. We need pianists,
readers and anyone who would be willing to provide a homily. Please let Pat Prather
(278-7665) know if you will be able to help with this outreach opportunity.
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SI—-—H N St. Philip’s Stephen Minister

Commissioning

On Sunday, April 10™ at both worship services we will commission our newly trained
Stephen Ministers.

Throughout history, when God has called people to special ministry, members of their
community have commissioned them for the important work they will be taking on. We now
invite you to help carry on that biblical tradition by being a part of the commissioning of those
who have responded to God’s call to be part of St. Philip’s Stephen Ministry.

Our Stephen Ministers have already completed substantial training, equipping them for
their important work. We now lay hands on them, pray for them, and send them out to minis-
ter, asking for God’s blessing on them under the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit.

The commissioning of our Stephen Ministers offers us an opportunity to show our sup-
port for this ministry. Our Stephen Ministers will be depending on that support as they as-
sume the duties of their ministry. So, how can we help?

First of all, we can pray for our Stephen Leaders, our Stephen Ministers, and for their
care receivers. This ministry calls for the use of both time and effort. At times our Stephen
Ministers may feel tired, discouraged, or be convinced that they are not accomplishing any-
thing. The assurance of our prayers and appreciation will help them stay the course.

We can also affirm and show our appreciation for this valuable ministry by becoming
involved in this ministry in many ways. Some of us may recognize a call to use our special gifts
in this ministry and may apply to be a Stephen Leader or Stephen Minister. Some among us
may accept the care of a Stephen Minister. We can be ministers of referral, suggesting to
those among us who are hurting that a Stephen Minister might be helpful. And, we can keep
our Stephen Ministry in our prayers and affirm those who have answered God’s call to serve in
this way.

As we commission our newly trained Stephen Ministers, let us thank God for all they
will bring to the life of our congregation in providing care to others, and let us promise them
our daily prayers and support as we send them out to minister among us.

We look forward to seeing you on April 10",
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SEEKERS

A new adult group will explore questions in contemporary theology, using the discussion series
Living the Questions. The series features thirty theologians known for their work in Progressive
Theology—people like John Dominic Crossan, Marcus Borg, Matthew Fox, Walter Brueggemann,
Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza, Hans Kung, John Spong.

Representing a broad range of Christian denominations, they share the common experience of
finding themselves questioning literal interpretations of the tradition and searching for new
ways of understanding and expressing their faith. The program description explains the purpose
of the series:

People know that at its core, Christianity has something good to offer humanity. [A pro-
gram for] seekers and "church alumni/ae" convinced that Christianity still has relevance in the
21st Century. Living the Questions can help people explore the future of Christianity and what a
meaningful faith can look like in today's world.

The new group, called Seekers, will meet in the parish hall the first Monday morning of the
month. The next session is Monday, April 4 at 10AM - Noon. Seekers now offers an optional
second meeting on the second Monday of each month for further discussion.

Rector’s Forum Topics

Our Sunday morning forum will consist of a shopping cart of topics. Among them will be ref-
lections on current events, church history, Holy Scripture and other subjects. All classes will
meet in the Parish Hall at 9:15AM unless otherwise indicated.

Sunday, April 3" Sunday, May 8"
“James Lloyd Breck” “Dame Julian of Norwich”
Sunday, April 10" Sunday, May 15"
“Venial Sins & Mortal Sins” “What’s new in the Washington Post?”
Sunday, April 17" Sunday, May 22™
“Palm Sunday” “Marcion, heretic”
Sunday, April 24" Sunday, May 29"
Easter Sunday — No Class Memorial Day Service — No Class
May 1%

Service at Old Brunswick Town
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Lenten Message from The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori,
Our Presiding Bishop

The Episcopal Church observes Lent in
solidarity with Christians throughout the
ages. Lent has anciently been understood
as a time of solidarity with those who are
to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. It’s a
time to focus on prayer and study and
fasting, and in some traditions, almsgiv-
ing. Each of those, when done in solidari-
ty with those preparing to be baptized, is
an invitation for us to deepen our own
Christian spiritual practice.

I would encourage you this year to ex-
pand the realm of that practice; to think
about your solidarity with those who
walk the way of Christ, with those who
walk the way of Jesus, in particular con-
cern for those beyond your local com-
munity.

We have a remarkable calling in this era
to think about our relationships not only
with other Christians, but with other
human beings across this planet, and in-
deed, with the rest of creation. Perhaps
you might focus your Lenten discipline
this year in attention to how you live on
this earth.

Do you live like the Son of Man, who tra-
vels continuously with never a place to
lay his head? Who doesn’t carry two bags
or an extra lunch or an extra pair of san-
dals? That is what he encouraged his dis-
ciples to do, to travel light.

Are you traveling light on this earth?

Consider as you live through each day,
how you use water, how you use fuel,
how you use electricity, and how you use
the food that is a gift.

If each of us is able to thoughtfully enter
into a more compassionate concern for
the blessings of creation, it will change
the way in which human beings as a spe-
cies impact this earth.

I heard at the Primates Meeting recently
from the Primate of Polynesia a very
agonized conversation about the plight of
his people on low-lying islands in the
South Pacific, which are rapidly disap-
pearing beneath the rising sea level. That
rising sea level is the result of the way in
which wealthier parts of this human
population use energy.

We hear about the concerns of people in
Africa who find corn too expensive to buy
for food because we are using it here to
produce ethanol so we can drive our cars.

The way in which we use our resources is
a spiritual matter. The way in which we
live on this earth is a matter of faithful-
ness. Can we act in solidarity with those
who are preparing to enter this commu-
nity and do so more thoughtfully and in a
more compassionate way that considers
all of God’s creation?

“I invite you to a blessed and holy Lent,
to a Lent of prayer and study and com-
passion through almsgiving and fasting.”
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EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT

Stabilization, Reconstruction and Development

In recent years with the world facing increasing conflicts, development initiatives have often had to
wait until a situation stabilizes, or is helped to transition to a more peaceful or stable state through ac-
tivities such as security, demobilization and disarmament, humanitarian assistance, and conflict reso-
lution and peace negotiations. Reconstruction is also a discipline of building back local institutions, go-
vernance, and other kinds of local capacity, paving the way for what's called bid "D" Development, or
more traditional economic and social development. While these "phases" of work are often overlap-
ping, they represent a transition that foreign aid-workers are consciously working towards. The ERD
story below is a good example of the Church and its local NGO partner SUDRA being involved in
all these kinds of activities in Sudan in the wake of the recent referendum and transition towards inde-
pendence. People involved in this kind of work are often quiet heroes engaging in risky work. Let us
remember these peacemakers in our prayers. It is heartening to see the work of ERD and local
Church in these efforts.

Jake

Church of Sudan Builds Peace, Serves Returning Refugees During Coun-
try's Transition

During the week of January 9, Southern Sudanese living throughout the country and even overseas cast
their ballots in a historic referendum to decide whether the South would secede. This referendum was
the culmination of the five-year Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), which marked the official end
of the country's decades-long civil war. Early results indicate that, with over 85% of registered voters
casting ballots, nearly 99% of voters living in the South voted for partition. The referendum is expected
to pass overwhelmingly when the final result is officially announced on February 14.

While voting in the South was generally hailed as free, fair and credible by election observers, voters in
the border region between North and South were prevented from casting their ballots by violent clashes.
According to The Most Rev. Daniel Deng Bul, Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of Sudan (ECS),
"Civil unrest in this area rages on and is certainly one of the biggest threats to national security, which
has inevitably hampered referendum preparation to the extent that talks have reached a stalemate."

In response to this unrest, the Archbishop has commissioned a team that will travel to seven border lo-
calities, talking with community leaders and beginning the process of peace-making. Episcopal Relief &
Development is supporting these initial assessment visits, which will generate information, build rela-
tionships, and identify humanitarian needs that will be key to the reconciliation process.

"There is uncertainty in the border region now," said Janette O'Neill, Program Officer for Episcopal Re-
lief & Development. "Elsewhere in southern Sudan, where the referendum voting passed peacefully,
there is jubilation and relief. But in Abyei and other communities along the border, things are much
more tense. It is crucial that we continue to support the Church's work during this transitional phase in
the country's history."

Episcopal Relief & Development works with the ECS and its relief and development arm, SUDRA (the
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Sudanese Development and Relief Agency). Recently, this partnership has been helping returning refu-
gees meet their basic needs as they seek to re-establish homes and a new life in their former homeland.

Since 2009, Episcopal Relief & Development has been supporting farming initiatives for refugees who
have returned to their home regions but no longer possess the agricultural expertise or tools needed to
grow food for their families. A model farm managed by SUDRA helps local residents learn new plant-
ing techniques and grow produce to improve their families' diets.

Episcopal Relief & Development is also helping SUDRA provide relief to the flood of refugees who
traveled south in the days and weeks before the referendum took place. In one such response to this
great need, the Rt. Rev. Alapayo Manyang has headed up an effort in the Diocese of Rumbek to provide
people with shelter, food, water cans and sleeping mats. He was also able to secure a few acres of land
from the government where returning families have set up camp. Returnees also receive tools and seeds,
which will help them begin to work the land and grow grains and vegetables.

Aside from providing assistance to refugees and supporting development projects, the ECS is actively
engaged in civic education and conflict resolution. Dioceses conducted civic education workshops be-
fore the referendum to explain the importance of voting, how the referendum would take place, and the
effects of both possible outcomes. The ECS is also doing tremendous work to support peace-building
between rival groups, especially in the volatile border regions between the North and South. In the week
before voting began on the referendum, Archbishop Deng Bul helped broker a cease-fire agreement be-
tween militia leader Lt. Gen. George Athor and the Sudan People's Liberation Army in the southern
state of Jonglei. Episcopal Relief & Development will continue supporting the Church's efforts to bring
lasting peace to the border areas, beginning with the upcoming series of assessment visits and continu-
ing with longer-term response.

To support Episcopal Relief & Development's work, please visit <http://www.er-d.org/> or call
1.800.334.7626, ext. 5129. Gifts can be mailed to Episcopal Relief & Development, PO Box 7058, Mer-
rifield, VA 22116-7058.
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Senior Warden’s April Column

My hip replacement recovery is progressing at a great pace. | have mostly returned to my
regular schedule with the addition of physical therapy three times each week. In fact, an addi-
tional committee has been added to my calendar and that looks to be an exciting assignment.
The committee is one to organize the events and celebration surrounding the activities during
the month of May entitled “Remembering Our Roots — Seeding the Future.” See the Rector’s
Column for more details.

Our committee met for the first time on Tuesday, March 8" and discussed many exciting ideas
for the month of May. As is our tradition, we will begin our month of looking at the history of
St. Philip’s with the 10:30 AM Eucharist at Old Brunswick Town, followed by a picnic.

But that is only the “kick off.” There will be many more activities planned for the month. Most
of these will take place on Sundays, either between services or after the late service. All of
these sessions will focus on looking at the history of St. Philip’s, so that we can better look at a
plan for our future.

Keep looking at the bulletins, the Philippian, and the St. Philip’s website for more information
regarding the plans for the month of May.

As a relative newcomer, | look forward to these activities with a great deal of excitement and
anticipation!

Yours in Christ,

Mo Beers

SPRING WORK DAY - APRIL 30TH

Please mark your calendars for a St. Philip’s Spring Work Day Saturday, April
30th for pruning, window cleaning, picking up and mulching. For more infor-
mation contact our Junior Warden, Tom Trivett at 457-5881.
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Vestry Commissions

Pastoral Care

Each commission of the vestry has the specific responsibility of organizing and leading
the committees under their commission in pursuit of their defined goals. As the name implies,
the Pastoral Care Commissions primary responsibility is to the members of the congregation.
Programs coming under its oversight are:

e Neighborhood Teams/Team Leaders
o The congregation is divided into 19 geographical areas, each of which has a volun-
teer neighborhood team leader(s). The primary functions performed by the lead-
ers are the welcoming of new members into their neighborhoods, the relay of pas-
toral care messages originated by the Rector or Deacon, and the provision of assis-
tance in whatever form appropriate. Team leaders also provide fellowship oppor-
tunities to the members of their teams that are unique to each neighborhood area.
e New Members Planning Ministry
o This ministry was established in December 2008 to pursue a comprehensive plan
to welcome and involve new members.
e New Members Socials
o A fellowship opportunity held semi-annually in the Spring and Fall to welcome
new members to St. Philip’s. All parishioners are invited to attend.
e Parish Pictorial Directory
o A committee has been recently formed to plan for the updating of the 2008 church
directory.
e Odd Jobbers
o A ministry formed by the Men’s Group to assist those in need and who require as-
sistance in handling most types of odd jobs.
e Prayer Shawl Ministry
o A ministry of loving prayer and comfort in which members knit cozy shawls for
recipients, known or unknown, confronting challenging times in their lives.
e Stephen Ministry
o A one-to-one, confidential ministry in which lay persons are trained to become
careful and loving listeners who bring Christ’s healing power to those who are
going through a major and often painful transition in their personal lives.

e Daughters of the King
o Areligious order of women within the Episcopal church whose members pledge
themselves to a lifelong program of prayer, service and personal evangelism, and
are dedicated to serving our Lord and building up His church.
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If you have questions or would like additional information about any of the ministries within
the Pastoral Care Commission, please contact Lorraine Richardson (754-8138 or
larig5o0@atmc.net) or Joan Hayes (457-0864 or hayesbjhayes@aol.com).

Stewardship Corner

We have established a committee that has been charged with developing a plan to help us
meet the most important needs of the congregation as defined in our 2010 Strategic Planning
report. These needs are to hire an assistant priest, eliminate our mortgage and begin prelimi-
nary planning for options regarding a new parish hall.

The three needs identified are certainly a challenge but the Vestry feels that we must start look-
ing now at how we might be able to meet these needs over the next several years. If we don’t
start somewhere then nothing will get done.

Bill Bittenbender
Bill Meiners

Report Month: February, 2011

Month Month Month YTD YTD YTD
Actual Budget Difference Actual Budget Difference

Revenues $27,249 $36,167 $(8,917) $63,168 $72,334 $(9,166)

Expenses $40,164 $37,846 $(2,318) $76,959 $70,658 $(6,301)

Net

Revenye S(12.915) $(1,679) $11,236 $(13,791) $1675  $(15467)

Wayne John, Finance Officer
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The Heart of a Child

When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child; when | became an adult, |
put an end to childish ways. (1 Corinthians 13:11)

But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” (Mark 10:14-15)

A recent conversation with my daughter about Ash Wednesday brought these two seemingly
contradictory verses to mind. As | was explaining the imposition of ashes, it raised questions with her
about Adam and Eve. After talking with her about her questions concerning the creation of Adam and
Eve she then had questions about the forbidden fruit (which, thanks to Pom Wonderful commercials
she knows was most likely a pomegranate instead of an apple) and where Adam and Eve lived after-
wards.

While talking with Hope Marie, | was reminded about many such conversations | had with Beth
when she was around the same age. | probably had the same types of questions for my own mother. |
can still hear Corkey Melcher’s advice to me one Sunday after he talked with Beth about her under-
standing of communion. He simply looked at me and said “and they shall be led by the children.”

So how does one “put an end to childish ways” while still remaining child-like enough to enter
the kingdom of God? As children we learn the stories as very concrete lessons; God created the world
in six days, Noah loaded two of every animal onto an arc then God flooded the world, Moses was res-
cued from a basket floating in a river, etc. It is only later that we start to understand that there is more
to the story than the concrete images. As we mature we start to question the “hows and whys” of the
stories. We no longer accept them with simple certainty.

As we start to question the Bible stories we learned as children, we enter into Biblical study. The
most basic step in studying Biblical stories is the same way as children; what does it literally say to us.
But when we question meaning beyond the literal — what is the point of the story other than a good
story - we learn to understand the depth of the stories. Adam and Eve being created by God and living
in a perfect garden is a literal understanding of the story. Hope Marie asking about where they lived
after their exile from the garden is an indication that she now knows that there must be more to the
story.

Once we have an understanding that there is more to the story, then we can start to see how
the story plays out in our own life. The story is no longer a literal story from the Bible but it has impli-
cations in our own life. As you may know my other daughter, Beth, is graduating from college next
month. As | talked with Hope Marie about God (the parent figure) sending Adam and Eve (the child
figure) out of the garden, | was able to use her sister Beth as an example. While Beth will always be my
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child, she has reached a point where she requires less and less direct care from her mother. Our rela-
tionship has been in transition for years and soon it will be marked by yet another mile stone in our
lives. Just like God never stopped caring for and loving Adam and Eve, | would never stop caring for or
loving Beth. Children have to grow up and go out into the world for them to continue to grow and de-
velop.

So how do we reconcile the idea of maturing with that idea that we must be child-like to enter
the kingdom of God? | know | don’t have an answer for this question. The best | can do is to look at
what makes a child; they are dependent on those around them, they love people freely, they have
faith that their needs will be met. A child believes they can do anything; no challenge is too great for
them to tackle. They don’t let defeat keep them down. Children want to please their parents. As adults
we need to remember these childhood lessons. We need to continue to love abundantly. The chal-
lenges of life need to be tackled and we can’t let fear of defeat keep us from doing what is right. We
need to recognize our never-ending dependence on the God who created us.

Millie

Daughters of the King Diocesan Assembly.

The Sara Smith chapter of Daughters of the King and St. Phi-
lips hosted the annual diocesan meeting of DOK on Saturday,
March 5th. We were pleased to welcome daughters from six-
teen other chapters across the diocese totaling seventy four in
tendance. The meeting was under the leadership of President
Connie Widney from Greenville and the guest speaker was
Peggy Denny from Aiken, South Carolina who serves on the National Council of DOK as
Spiritual Formation Chair. As we are almost in the farthest most corner of the diocese
we were very pleased and fortunate to have this gathering here. Many of our daughters
worked diligently on this meeting and represented St. Philips and the surrounding areas
well.
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Music Reflections

While casting about for inspiration for this article | kept coming back to an anthem the choir is prepar-
ing for Easter. The anthem is entitled He is Alive and has a beautiful violin obbligato. The B section of
the anthem quotes a familiar hymn, In the Garden. This was one of my maternal grandmother’s favo-
rites and it was on an album recorded by the venerable gospel group, the Chuck Wagon Gang. The al-
bum received much play time in my home when | was growing up. My mother and | would sing this to-
gether at granny’s request, mom with her strong alto and me on the soprano part. The words to this
particular hymn have always struck me as intimate and personal. The following article from the book
Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan confirms my long held feelings about this hymn. For those of
you who may be unfamiliar with the hymn you can find it in LEVAS, p. 69. This article will have greater
meaning if you know the lyrics. Enjoy.

The art of meditating on Scripture involves using one’s imagination. Instead of simply reading a
passage, we must read it, close our eyes, and visualize the scene, perhaps even putting ourselves
in the picture. That’s what the author of this hymn did.

C. Austin Miles was a pharmacist who began writing gospel songs and eventually became an
editor of hymnals and songbooks, as well as a popular music director at camp meetings, conven-
tions, and churches. His hobby was photography, and he found his darkroom perfect for devel-
oping, not just his photographs, but his devotional life. In its privacy and strange blue glow,
Miles could read his Bible in total privacy.

One day in March 1912, while waiting for some film to develop, he opened the Bible to his favo-
rite chapter, John 20, the story of the first Easter. Miles later said, “As | read it that day, |
seemed to be a part of the scene....My hands were resting on the Bible while | stared at the light
blue wall. As the light faded, | seemed to be standing at the entrance of a garden, looking down
a gently winding path, shaded by olive branches. A woman in white, with head bowed, hand
clasping her throat, as if to choke back her sobs, walked slowly into the shadows. It was Mary.
As she came to the tomb, upon which she placed her hand, she bent over to look in and hurried
away. John, in flowing robe, appeared, looking at the tomb; then came Peter, who entered the
tomb, followed slowly by John.

As they departed, Mary reappeared, leaning her head upon her arm at the tomb. She wept.
Turning herself, she saw Jesus standing; so did I. | knew it was He. She knelt before him, with
arms outstretched and looking into his face, cried ‘Rabboni!’

I awakened in full light, gripping my Bible, with muscles tense and nerves vibrating. Under the
inspiration of this vision | wrote quickly as the words would be formed the poem exactly as it has
since appeared. That same evening | wrote the music.”

Debbie
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The SILVER and the GOLD

This month we begin a “column” which will feature a newer church member (Silver) together
with a veteran parishioner (Gold). The name stems from an old Girl Scout song about making
new friends and keeping the old “....one is silver and the other gold.”

GOLD: Mr. John Carr Davis, a true native of Southport, was
born at home on what is now Brunswick Street, back from the

~ old yacht basin. Only there was no yacht basin, nor even a street
sign. He was baptized in the Chapel of the Cross on August 27,
1928, not to be outdone by his aunt who was baptized there in
1914! St. Philip’s was barely considered a mission church back

i then. Even in the ‘50s, when Mr. Davis was on the male-only
vestry, there were mostly lay readers and occasional visiting mi-
nisters from Wilmington — usually fresh from seminary. Only
the Catholic Church was smaller than St. Philip’s. His mother was a Carr, the same name as
our Carr-Jorgensen House at St. Philip’s.

At present Mr. Davis lives out on Midway Road, "between the Baptists and the Buddhists”, a
home he shared for many years with his recently deceased wife, Dorothy. His career after high
school in Louisiana included the navy, shrimping like his father, a menhaden boat captain, and
three time sheriff of Brunswick County — when the price of running for office was a (loan for)
$5,000.

Mr. Davis also enjoys a relationship with the pastor and members of the Antioch Baptist
church, located near his home. He commented that in the Baptist Church, apart from the sing-
ing, the congregation sits and listens and listens to the bible presented from the pulpit. In the
Episcopal Church, on the other hand, the congregation participates more and Father Barry
stands down from the altar and preaches in a style which brings in practical thoughts along
with the gospel teachings.

In May when St. Philip’s highlights its history, we look forward to hearing more stories from
Mr. Davis!
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SILVER: Jennifer and Paul Mitchell have been at St. Philip’s
about a year, having lived in Northern Virginia for 30 years and
in Suffolk, England. Jennifer speaks with a warm English accent
and worked with two successful British companies, including a
new Burberry store on Washington’s wonderful Connecticut Ave-
nue. Paul, an American, had a very busy career with his own ap-
praisal & real estate business. They loved (and miss) the cultural
stimulation of the area. However, with Washington area retirees
choosing to leave the area and Britain so expensive, friends suggested St. James. The weather,
the gardening and the golf (for Paul!) became the draw. Speaking of gardening, their yard is
shaping up to look like a charming English country garden — and by no coincidence their gar-
den in England was open to the public to make money for the Village of Suffolk!

Asked to compare the Anglican and Episcopal churches, they said that in spite of beautiful
churches all over England, few people attend. By contrast they love St. Philip’s with its expan-
sive interior and volunteer opportunities. Jennifer is already active with the Carillon minis-
try. Both of them have been exploring the area, hiking with their dogs, learning bridge and
taking a breather from what has been the somewhat overwhelming period of transition. I have
a feeling that many of us can relate.

Lyn Sutton, Publicity Minister

INTERCHURCH FELLOWSHIP HUMAN
NEEDS FUND

The Human Needs Fund provides emergency financial aid for families by pay-
ing toward overdue electric or other utility bills and toward rent when the fami-
ly gets behind. The primary causes for need are illness or job loss. Most fami-
lies that are helped are below the poverty level. Occasionally lodging is pro-
vided for homeless persons. Thank you for your support.
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April Lectionaries

April 3rd April 17th
1 Samuel 16:1-13 Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 23 Psalm 31:9-16
Ephesians 5:8-14 Philippians 2:5-11
John 9:1-41 Matthew 26:14-27:66
April 10th April 24th
Ezekiel 37:1-14 Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 130 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Romans 8:6-11 Colossians 3:1-4
John 11:1-45 John 20:1-18

The Prayer Shawl Ministry at St. Philip’s is alive
and well. We would like to thank all of those people
who work diligently at home crocheting, knitting, or

otherwise constructing prayer shawls to be blessed and

then distributed to those in need of a little extra comfort.

Many times we receive cards of gratitude from the reci-
pients of our shawls. There is never a lack of need so

please continue to create these loving gifts. Also, please

consider joining the group that meets in the parish hall
on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from
10:00- 12:00. You don’t need to be an expert knitter (or crochet) to enjoy the
strength that comes from the fellowship shared by those working towards a common
goal. This group is open to all; we hope to see you at our next meeting.
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St. Philip’s Prayer Shawl ministry
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Sunday, April 3" - YOUTH SUNDAY
9:15 AM — Christian Education for ages 3 — adults

A*Drﬂ

o e e, 10:00 AM — Seekers Adult Study (Parish Hall)

MR AR 5:30 PM — Acolyte Meeting (Parish Hall)

Wednesday, April 6™

10:00 AM —Bible Study (Parish Hall)

5:00 PM — Lenten Series Why Bad Things Happen to Good People (Parish Hall) “Spiri-

tual Response to Evil”
7:00 PM - Wednesday With Women (Parish Office)

Sunday, April 10"
9:15 AM — Christian Education for ages 3- adults.

Wednesday, April 16™

10:00 AM —Bible Study (Parish Hall)

5:00 PM — Lenten Series Why Bad Things Happen to Good People (Parish Hall)
“Practicing Resurrection”

Friday, April 15™
6:00 PM — Movie Night ~ Prince of Egypt(Choir Room)

Sunday, April 17"
9:15 AM —Sunday School for Children & Youth
5:30 PM —Youth Group with St. Paul’s, Cary EYC (Parish Hall)

Monday, April 18"
10:00 AM — Seekers Adult Study (Parish Hall)

Wednesday, April 20™
10:00 AM —Bible Study (Parish Hall)

Friday, April 22™
8:00 PM — 8:00AM — Middle & High School Youth Sleep Over

Sunday, April 24" - EASTER SUNDAY
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Childcare will be offered during Holy Week for the Tenebrae Service, Maundy Thursday
Service, and Good Friday Service. Childcare will also be provided during the 9:00 AM

and 11:00 AM Easter Services.
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BAZAAR BUZZ

Workshops scheduled for the coming months:

Friday, April1 10:00 am - 12:30 pm Ornaments, Candles, and Votives Workshop - Parish
Hall

(Bring glue guns, corks, beads you are no longer using)

Call Jane (338-0330) or Susan (854-0047) if attending and join us for lunch afterwards down-
town.

Tuesday, May 3 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Shell Workshop — Ida Parker’s Home - 604 E. Beach
Dr., Oak Island

(Bring glue guns and ideas for a shell craft and Styrofoam forms)

Call Ida (278-6719) if attending and bring lunch dish to share.

Monday, May 16 10:00 am - 12:30 pm Ornaments, Candles, and Votives Workshop - Pa-
rish Hall

(Bring glue guns, corks, beads you are no longer using)

Call Jane (338-0330) or Susan (854-0047) if attending and join us for lunch afterwards down-
town.

Friday, June 3 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Cork Workshop — Ida Parker’s Home - 604 E. Beach Dr.,
Oak Island

(Bring glue guns and ideas for a cork craft and Styrofoam forms)

Call Ida (278-6719) if attending and bring lunch dish to share.

Friday, September 9 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Pinecones, Acorns, Etc. - Ida Parker’s Home - 604 E.
Beach Dr., Oak Island

(Bring glue guns and ideas for cork craft and Styrofoam forms)

Call Ida (278-6719) if attending and bring lunch dish to share.

Keep on the alert for unique items to make for the Bazaar and let Jane (338-0330 / email
twc9199291470@earthlink.net) or Susan (854-0047 / email frankspann5@gmail.com) know what
you are making so we can keep a list in case others call wanting suggestions of things to be make.

Thanks for all you are doing and hope you are enjoying the spring weather. We are looking forward
to seeing you at the workshops and enjoying the fellowship. We have fun and everyone is welcome
since lots of hands can be used in a variety of ways from sorting, gluing, folding, packaging, etc.

Susan and Jane
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Graduation Recognition Sunday

| High school and college graduates of St. Philip’s will be

| honored on Sunday, May 29", The class of 2011 will be

recognized at the 10:00 service followed by a luncheon for
the graduates in the Parish Hall. We hope our entire parish family will sur-
round these graduates with their presence and prayers on this special
Sunday. Our High School graduates are Sharon Dei-Tumi, Michael Forte,
Emmy Holland and Tyrone Roberts. Our College graduate is Beth Strick-
land. If you know of a graduate we may have missed please contact Millie
at 457-5643 or email millie@stphilipschurch.org before April 15th. If you
would like to help with this joyful celebration please contact Debbie Raker
at 457-5724 or email at graker@ec.rr.com before April 29"

Spaghetti Dinner
The acolytes will host a spaghetti dinner following

R

A\

-, \

/@/ o B \/’-\-—' the 10:30 service on April 10",

/ \ - /:—-' -—
,/\A:)\_\-f—&éfj\,//\
\1__,\\/ Tickets will be $5.00 each and money raised will

go towards expenses for their trip to the Diocesan
Acolyte Festival in Nag’s Head during May. Advance sale of tickets will go through April
3", To-go plates will be available.

Please help our acolytes raise the rest of the money needed for their trip!
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April Birthdays

Jan Trivett
Taylor Jolliff
Spunky Burton
Richard Sim
Debbie Skillman
Nancy Bush
Karen Griffin
Katherine Mabe
Larry Oyler
Suzanne Vacirca
Eugene Skibinski
Clarkson Jones
Jenny Lee

Olivia Hennessey
Barbara Edwards
Heather Adams
Jane Mitchell
Richard Stone
Thomas Izod
Harriet Wheeler
Mark Levesque
Bud Birmelin
Jim MacCallum
Erinn Hughes

16th

18th

19th

20th

22nd
23rd

25th

26th

28th

29th
30th

Thomas Disher
John Kelliher
Shay Watkins
Jan Fairley

Ennis Hardin
Lorraine Richardson
Teresa Conrad
Heather Titrington
Chloe Esakov
Elsie Hinkhouse
Cissy Kitchin
Maryann Darzano
Lori Thompson
Caitlyn Lewis

Bill Crusey
Joyce Robinson
Draden Moore
John Luey

Dinah Snead

Joe Hauer

Karen Sage
Amanda Lewis
Lois Sprinthall
Tina Berne
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PARISH BREAKFAST
THE ST. PHILIP’S MEN’S CLUB will serve a full breakfast
on Sunday, April 3rd, in the parish hall from 8:30 until 10:00
AM. We welcome all members of St. Philip’s, their guests and
visitors.

' Vacation Bible School
44 July 10 — 14, 2011
U WANTED: Chefs with a specialty of serving up the
Word of God to children!

Would you like to spend a whole week at SHAKE IT UP CAFE teaching the secret in-
gredients for being a follower of God? At SHAKE IT UP CAFE we will celebrate biblical
festivals through dramas, crafts, games, science activities, music, and hours of fun!
For information about the various positions and volunteer opportunities, go to
www.stphilipschurch.org and follow the link to the VBS page.

Sign up for a Vacation Bible School leadership role and join us in the excitement at
SHAKE IT UP CAFE: WHERE KIDS CARRY OUT GOD’S RECIPE.

NAME:

Station Helper Drama Chef ___ Decorator

(We really need “Chefs” to lead small groups of children to individual stations,
people willing to perform the short dramas during storytelling and volunteers to
help with the decorating. Please help make this wonderful experience happen for

our children!)
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©) ©]
St. Philip's Movie Night
Friday April 15, 2011

Rated PG

Born into slavery and cast adrift on the Nile to escape mass genocide,
Moses (voiced by Val Kilmer) is reared as the son of Pharaoh Seti (Patrick
Stewart) and stepbrother of Ramses (Ralph Fiennes). When Moses
learns of his true ancestry, he retreats to the desert, where he answers
God's call and accepts his destiny: to lead the Hebrews out of slavery
and into freedom. DreamWorks's animated film scored an Oscar for Best
Song ("When You Believe").

Popcorn and drinks will be available

PEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

P EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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SAVE THE DATE!NM

ST. PHILIP'S

LOBSTER SALE

JUNE 4TH, 2011

Detalls to follow in next month's Philjppian.
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TELL US YOUR FAVORITE HYMNS!

Please return this form by April 29th. Thank you.

In case we have questions about your responses, tell us.
Your Name:

Your Email Address:

With the summer season and the long string of Aoost-Pentecost@undays, you have
a chance to have us sing some of the hymns that mean the most to you! Help us by
listing your favorites: Give us the first line and the Hymn # from The Hymnal 1982,
LEVAS, or Wonder, Love and Praise.

YOUR 10 FAVORITE AANYTIME@1YMNS:

1 6.
2 7.
3 8.
4. 9
5 10.

Drop this page in the offering plate; or send it to the Church Office:

P.O. Box 10476, Southport, NC 28461.
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HONOR SOMEONE
\ SPECIAL WITH
\ // EASTER LILIES

\\A / FOR THE ALTAR!

Remember someone special thistea
\':

by donating $10.00 for Easter Lilies
Complete the information below and send it with your check to:

and other greenery for theltar.

St. Philip's EpiscopalChurch
P.O. Box 10476
Southport, NC 28461

Print the name below as you would like it to appear in the bulletin
on Easter Sunday. Bulletin insert deadline is April 17th.

In Honor of

In Memory of

Given By
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StepHeNn MinisTry UPDATE

Stephen Ministry is a new program of St. Philip’s Church. It equips lay persons to provide distinctly
Christian one-to-one care to those who are experiencing a wide range of life needs and circumstances,
both within our congregation, and our community at large.

Stephen Minister. What a great idea!
That might be the answer I’'ve been looking for!

If you’ve been keeping up with the prayer concerns of St. Philip’s, you’re aware of how many people
would benefit from having a relationship with a caring person who listen to their concerns in a totally
confidential way; someone to pray with them and offer avenues of assistance. Do YOU ever wonder,
when you hear a prayer concern, what could | do to help that person? Here are a few real life scena-
rios that our members face:

1. RECOVERY FROM ILLNESS: the flowers were wonderful, but they’ve wilted now. The cards
once overflowed the mail box, and there aren’t many visitors anymore, and it is still weeks be-
fore you can go back to work.

2. BEING A CAREGIVER: is exhausting and getting you down. The day in and day out routine of
caring for someone is wearing you down, and he, or she, is not getting any better. You need
someone to care for you!

3. TRANSFERRED: into, or out of the community. You’re faced with a new assignment, new re-
sponsibilities and new co-workers. Finding a place to live, looking into schools for the kids, it is
a busy and exhausting time.

4. NEW IN TOWN: Where’s the bank, the grocery, the dentist, and, oh yes, a good vet? You miss
your old friends and you haven’t made any new ones yet. Having someone to help you work
through those anxieties is the ministry of a Stephen Minister. He, or she, can be there for you
as you find your way in a new community.

5. WHEN A FAMILY MEMBER IS TERMINALLY ILL: the whole family suffers. The constant tension
is hard to live with. By listening and helping you sort through your feelings a Stephen Minister
can provide the caring support you need to keep you going.
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6. A WEDDING ENGAGEMENT: The pressure of planning a wedding. So many things to do, so
many questions about the future, so many unknowns.

7. NEWLYWED: The wedding is over, the thank you notes have been sent, and you’re starting to
adjust to life together. Sharing a bathroom sink, a TV, balancing a menu, schedules, a check-
book, etc. As you adjust to your new life, you might benefit from a little extra support.

8. A NEW ADDITION: in this happy, yet stressful time, a new crib, a borrowed crib? Should | con-
tinue to work or take a year off from my studies? You might need a little extra caring support.
In the midst of a rapidly changing life, a Stephen Minister is a calm, steady, listening presence.

9. RETIREMENT: no more alarm clocks. No more packed lunches. A chance to do all the things
you’ve been thinking and planning for years. Ahh, retirement!!! But, sometimes, just some
times, you long for the good ole days, the way it used to be. A Stephen Minister can offer you
a extra support in dealing with the transition.

10. DIVORCE: It’s over. You never dreamed anything could hurt so badly. You don’t want to
think, to remember. A Stephen Minister will be there for you; as you work through those diffi-
cult times and decisions, praying for you, listening, not judging, or pushing you to get over it.

11. PERSONAL ILLNESS: the doctor called. More tests. It has been dragging on so long already. A
Stephen Minister won’t ask a bunch of question, they’re good at listening and just being there
for you. They’re also good for helping you find resources when you don’t have the energy.

12. TWO WEEKS NOTICE: For years you were the wage earner. Now each morning is the same.
It’s harder to get out of bed, make coffee, scan the want ads, make those phone calls. Your
self-esteem is low. While you look, you need someone to talk to and encourage you.

13. WHEN A FAMILY MEMBER DIES: someone to listen to as you recall your shared history and
nurture your memories. Someone to listen to all that you were to each other. Someone to let
you be angry, let you be sad, let you cry. Stephen Ministry can provide that someone who will
be there just for you.

That’s just the surface of the many challenges we’re faced with every day of our lives. It’s tragic to
think that there are individuals who endure such dilemmas by themselves. Fortunately, St. Philip’s
first group of thirteen Stephen Ministers will be commissioned on April 10™. They are compassionate,
caring individuals, blessed by God with particular skills. And they are ready to serve the needs of our
church and our larger community. How can you help?
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STEPS TO FOLLOW IN REFERRING SOMEONE FOR A STEPHEN MINISTER:

1. Ask the person you want to refer for permission to share his/her need with someone who can
help. Be sure to tell the person that their information will be kept confidential.

2. Once they have given you permission, call St. Philip’s Stephen Leaders - Fr. Barry or Martha or
Gene Myers

It’s that simple! Call us for a confidential Stephen Minister.

Martha & Gene Myers, Stephen Leaders

842-5160
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WELCOME TO TRINITY CENTER
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Trinity Center welcomes all people to the spiritual home of
Episcopalians of East Carolina, where we share God'’s gift of
community and hospitality in a natural coastal
environment.

Since it first opened in 1986, the youth of the
Diocese have enjoyed Camp Trinity and other
Diocesan Youth activities at Trinity Center but did
you know they also offers wonderful programs
throughout the year for adults as well? From the
annual Choir Conference to Silent Days at Pelican
House, there is something for everyone at Trinity
Center. Their newly redesigned website offers a
complete listing of activities scheduled for 2011.
www.trinityctr.com

wWHAT Trnmry Cena

A1 88887462587, 08 O

trinity@trinityctr.com

Nee a plae to retreat,
refresh, or bring a
family together?

PELICAN HOUSE

Séarching for a quiet
place for peaceful
reflection?

Camp TRINITY

%Looking
# R5E tosharea

“ “summer
tradition?

SOUND TO SEA

Want a fun,
hands-on,
educational
experience for
kids?

ROAD SCHOLAR

A

Interested in
learning?
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