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From the Rector: 

Ψ{ƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǊǳƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
gather in their yield; but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of complete rest 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ΧΩ  Lev 25: 3-4 

 

 Taking license, or more appropriately, using the above agricultural reference from 

Leviticus as a metaphor, I want to share with you an outline of what I hope to accomplish 

during my (our) upcoming sabbath in the summer of 2011.   

 hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ in 2004 (and 

required by the Bishop) was a sabbatical of three months, to be taken sometime after my fifth 

year as rector.  Briefly, a sabbatical is an opportunity for me to take an extended break from 

my normal duties, its purpose being three-fold: 1) to spend additional time engaged in a 

relevant topic of continuing education; 2) provide me with a break/rest from the day-to-day 

pastoral and sacramental ministries; 3) provide for both the parish and me, as pastor, an 

opportunity to re-vision the ministry and mission we shepherd in common. 

 For me, planning for this sabbatical began over two years ago when I attended a 

continuing education program at Kanuga Conference Center.  The keynote speaker for the 

program was Phyllis Tickle, an internationally known author and speaker on a wide variety of 

religious and faith related topics.   The subject of this particular program had to do with the 

ΨŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦΩ   

 ¢ƘŜ ΨŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

Christianity.  Still not well defined, it has come into its own over the last 20 or so years.  

DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ΨŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΣΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎΣ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƴƻƴ-

denominational, informal in worship style, serious about servant ministry and tend to attract 
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members in the younger demographics (the majority), though they do have a sizeable 

minority of members over age 50 as well.  Emerging churches also tend not to be hierarchical, 

but more congregational. 

 As you all well know, one of the challenges for St. tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ 

church in general, is attracting younger members.  There are reasons for this and we all have 

ƻǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΦ  !ǎ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ΨŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜir ability to appeal to younger generations.  The 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ tƘȅƭƭƛǎ ¢ƛŎƪƭŜΣ L Ǉƭŀƴ 

to visit about a dozen such churches in the mid-West and Northeast. 

 The second and third focal points in the sabbatical will be reconnecting with family and 

working on my health ς better eating habits (including a bit less chocolate in my diet if you can 

believe that) and more exercise. 

 As you can imagine, my absence will require that someone else be here to handle the 

pastoral and sacramental duties.  A retired priest in the diocese will fill that role.  The day-to-

day administrative activities I would normally handle will be assumed by the Senior Warden 

and other members of our staff.   

 The financial burden for the parish in support of this sabbatical is estimated to be about 

ϷнпΣлллΦллΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΣ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ Ƙŀǎ 

applied foǊ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƛƭƭȅ 9ƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

that grant request until the end of November, the number of congregations requesting grant 

assistance far outweighs the funds available.  Through the generosity of our members we have 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀŎŎǊǳŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϷрΣлллΦлл ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƴƻΦ  

 Having said all of that I want to take this first opportunity to say thank you to all of you 

for providing me with the opportunity to take a break next year.  I would be less than honest if 

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ   

 I also want to affirm for you my belief that this scheduled sabbath time will be of great 

benefit to our church as we look to the future, re-visioning the opportunities for new ministry 

ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ. 

 

 God bless you and remember you are loved! 

 Fr. Barry+    
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SUMMER BEACH MINISTRY IN JULY  

 The summer beach ministry will continue in July at 9 AM at 

Register Park at the foot of 54th Street in Oak Island.  You and 

your guests are welcome to join us.  Please bring a beach chair 

and dress casually. The presiding ministers are as follows: 

  

                July 4                     The Rev. Corky Melcher, The Rev. Henry May, preacher 

                July 11                   The Rev. Charles Hocking 

                July 18                   Bishop Santosh Marray 

                July 25                   The Rev. Timothy Dols 

   

 

JULY  LECTIONARIES  

 

July 4 th       

2 Kings 5:1 -14 

Psalm 30  

Galatians 6:[1 -6], 7-16 

Luke 10:1 -11, 16-20 

 

July 18 th         

Amos 8:1-12 

Psalm 52  

Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38 -42 

 
July 11 th        

Amos 7:7-17 

Psalm 82  

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25 -37 

 

July 25 th           

Hosea 1:2-10 

Psalm 85  

Colossians 2:6-15, [16-19] 

Luke 11:1 -13 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY  
FESTIVITIES AT ST. PHILIPõS 
 

WATCH THE PARADE FROM ST. PHILIPõS 

On Monday, July 5 th, plan to arrive at St. Philipõs early 

for the Hot Dog Booth, Bake Sale, and 11:00 AM 

Parade.  Bring a lawn chair or use one of ours.  Invite 
your friends and family and enjoy the best seat in 
town. 
 

HOT DOG BOOTH  

Phone Ennis Hardin, 457 -6842, to help with  serving, setting up, and cleaning up.  You 

can purchase hot dogs, chili dogs, and cold drinks while enjoying the parade and 

fellowship.  

 

BAKE SALE  

GOODIES ARE NEEDED FOR OUR JULY 5 TH BAKE SALE.  These items should be 

wrapped in individual packages as we a re looking for things people will pick up and 

eat during The Big Parade!  Cookies, brownies, muffins and any other finger snacks 

are good choices.  Please price your baked goods and deliver them to us early in the 

morning on July 5 th .  We will be setting u p in front of City Hall.   

 

OPEN HOUSE for Historic Southport Treasure 

Our Chapel of the Cross will again be highlighted as an historic Southport landmark during the 

July 4th celebration. We need some volunteers to staff the Chapel and talk to visitors on July 5th 

between 1 ς 4:30 PM.  ²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ two-hour shifts but one hour would be a contribution. 

Please contact Bill Meiners, 253-9642 or Lyn Sutton, 933-9113, to help. 

The Chapel of the Cross dates from 1843, built by soldiers at Ft. Johnson.  In the cross fires of the 

Civil War, it was seized by the Union and served as their hospital.  Later it was a school for 

African-American students.  Traditionally, it has been the termination point for the Southport 4th 

of July parades. 
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From the Deacon 

 

This month we will take a look at ministry with those who live in extended care or nursing 

homes.  For a number of years we have been one of the churches to hold services one 

month of the year at Dosher as part of the Inter-Church Fellowship.  When Carillon 

opened the members of the Fellowship decided not to include them on the schedule since 

the Fellowship already served both Dosher and Ocean Trail.  We at St. Philipôs decided, 

however, to offer one service each month for the Carillon residents. As we came to know 

the residents and how much they valued these services we were able to add a second 

service each month.  This year we have been able to see that they have a service each 

Sunday.  A group from Trinity Methodist does the service on the first Sunday.  Bill Fairley 

leads the service on the second Sunday.  Bonnie Shurman led third Sunday services during 

the spring; Don Hill and Bill Wheeler will assume responsibility for the third Sunday 

during Bonnieôs absence over the summer.   I have continued to lead the services on the 

fourth Sunday. Fifth Sundays when they occur are led by whoever is free to do so.  A 

number of volunteers have provided the music.   

At this time we are looking for members of our the congregation to attend the service from 

time to time, play music for us and lead services when needed.  As with all ministries, we 

who participate in the Carillon services find we receive more than we give.  We try to 

gather at Carillon about 9:15 and invite residents to come.  We assist anyone who needs 

help before and during the service.   Our service starts at 9:30 and usually lasts thirty 

minutes. During the winter we finish in time to get to the 10:30 service at St. Philipôs.  

During the summer we are only able to attend the eight oôclock service. 

 

If you feel you are able to assist in any way with this ministry please let me knowðor just 

show up any Sunday (except the first Sunday) around 9:15. We would love to have you 

join us as we make a joyful noise and celebrate together with this community of faith. 

 

Henrietta   
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Episcopal Relief and Development 

 Engulfed 

Behind the glossy PR adverts of oil executives maintaining their public image, those 

without means suffer quietly and are often forgotten. It is heartening to see ERD already 

at the front lines of helping those who lost their livelihood in Louisiana parishes.  I pray 

that by the time you read this, the oil will not have traveled up the Gulf Stream and 

polluted our own shores, as some models say it might.  I found this picture of an 

Alabaman fishing family below online, as they pray not to lose their livelihood. Let's keep 

all such families in our prayers, and all the creatures of the sea so badly affected by our 

human folly. The white bird flying over a vast stretch of oil reminded me of our shared 

image of the Holy Spirit, bearing witness to it all. 

 Jake 

  

Episcopal Relief & Development partners to provide 

assistance in Terrebonne Parish 

Episcopal Relief & Development is working closely with Episcopal Community Services of 

Louisiana and their partner Bayou Grace Community Services to reach affected coastal 

communities in Louisiana's five-bayou Terrebonne Parish, southwest of New Orleans. 

 "We're working to leverage our existing ministries and connections in the region to reach people 

who are falling through the cracks," said Katie Mears, Episcopal Relief & Development's 

http://www.er-d.org/
http://www.ecsla.org/
http://www.ecsla.org/
http://www.bayougrace.org/
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program manager for USA Disaster Preparedness and Response. "This is happening because 

they can't access sufficient resources, whether because of transportation challenges, lack of 

information or uncertainty about the different avenues they might pursue for assistance." 

More than a month after the April 20 offshore oil rig explosion that killed 11 people and caused a 

massive oil spill that has poured more than 20 million gallons of oil into the Gulf of Mexico, 

fishing grounds and oyster beds remain closed, leaving those who earn a living from fishing, 

shrimping, oyster harvesting and other related businesses without the means to support their 

families. 

Terrebonne Parish is home to many fishermen and their families, who now find themselves in 

need. To date, the region doesn't have an emergency food stamp program. Because of the 10-

day waiting period for the standard food stamp program, families cannot get critical assistance 

when they find themselves in need. In addition, many families do not have the necessary 

information to make informed decisions about taking out loans or accepting financial settlements 

related to the spill.   

"Episcopal Community Services of Louisiana is proud to support the resilient and hard-working 

residents of our fishing communities, whose livelihoods and very way of life are so gravely 

threatened by this disaster," said Nell Bolton, ECSLA's executive director. "As the long-term 

implications of the spill begin to sink in for all of us, we know that the church needs to be a 

steady partner through these challenging times. ECSLA is also fortunate to be in partnership 

with Bayou Grace, with whom we share many values and whose local networks are invaluable 

to being able to reach the people most in need of our help."   

Critical support will include distributing grocery cards that can be redeemed at local stores, gas 

cards for those who must travel to reach stores and distributing food items directly from the 

Dulac Community Center. In addition to food assistance, volunteers will provide legal 

assistance, pastoral care and information referrals both at the Bayou Grace office in Chauvin 

and with the help of an ECSLA vehicle. The vehicle will travel through the area on a set 

schedule, bringing information to those unable to travel to Chauvin.   

"By helping to meet basic needs for food, providing information and pastoral care and offering 

guidance to address legal questions, we'll be able to assist families and communities in the face 

of ongoing anxiety and financial hardship," said Mears. "It will be extremely effective to tap into 

the existing network of churches and community centers in the area, because leaders 

connected with these sites already have a good understanding of the people in need in their 

communities."   

To learn more about Episcopal Relief & Development's work or make a donation, please visit 

www.er-d.org or call 1-800-334-7626, ext. 5129. Gifts can be mailed to Episcopal Relief & 

Development, PO Box 7058, Merrifield, VA 22116-7058. 

 

http://www.er-d.org/
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²ƘƛƭŜ ǇƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ 

made by a parishioner this morning about one of the service hymns. She told me that she 

remembered her grandmother singing this hymn often when she was a child. This parishioner 

also shared with me that her grandmother had a great voice. In essence the singing of this hymn 

took this particular parishioner back in time and reconnected her fondly with her grandmother. 

The following pƻŜƳ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ 9ƴƧƻȅΗ 

On Music by Thomas Moore 

When through life unblest we rove, 
Losing all that made life dear, 
Should some notes we used to love, 
In days of boyhood, meet our ear, 
Oh! How welcome breathes the strain! 
Wakening thoughts that long have slept, 
Kindling former smiles again 
In faded eyes that long have wept. 
 
Like the gale, that sighs along 
Beds of oriental flowers, 
Is the grateful breath of song, 
That once was heard in happier hours. 
CƛƭƭΩŘ ǿƛǘh balm the gale sighs on, 
Though the flowers have sunk in death; 
{ƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƛǎ ƎƻƴŜΣ 
Lǘǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ aǳǎƛŎΩǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ 
 
Music, oh, how faint, how weak, 
Language fades before thy spell! 
Why should Feeling ever speak, 
When thou canst breathe her soul so well? 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΩǎ ōŀƭƳȅ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜƛƎƴΣ 
[ƻǾŜΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅΤ 
hƘΗ Ψǘƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳǳǎƛŎΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƴ 
Can sweetly soothe and not betray 

Debbie 
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Blast Off is scheduled for July 11 ς 15, 2010 at 5:15 

 for a Galactic Bla st  Adventure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us nightly as we learn why our God is wonderful, 

incredible, amazing, magnificent, awesome and worthy of our 

praise.  

 

For more information or questions, contact Millie at 457-5643 

or millie@stphilipschurch.org 
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b9²{ .¦[[9¢LbΧΧΧΧtw!L{LbD Dh5 L{ NOT JUST FOR THE CHILDREN!!! 

GALACTIC BLAST VBS 2010 ς Adult Vacation Bible School 

  While the children in Vacation Bible School 

2010 go on Galactic Praise space missions 

and learn how to praise God, the adults will 

explore, in their own way, the same Bible 

ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ 

for all creation.   

 Come join us in praising our wonderful, incredible, amazing, magnificent, and 

awesome GOD!!  

 

 

Report Month:  May, 2010 

 

 

 Month 
Actual 

Month 
Budget 

Month 
Difference 

YTD 
Actual 

YTD 
Budget 

YTD 
Difference 

       

Revenues $34,995 $29,957 $5039 $173,006 $168,070 $4936 

Expenses $33,040 $35,980 $2940 $185,936 $172,001 $(13,395) 

Net 
Revenue 

$1955 $(6024) $2098 $(12,930) $(3931) $(8459) 

 

Wayne John, Finance Officer 
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From the Haiti CǳƴŘκ/h59tΧ 

Homes for Haitians 

 
 One of the pressing needs in Haiti is homes for all the displaced people. We have 

exciting news to report! 

 The Haiti Fund, Building Goodness Foundation 

and the Lutheran World Fund are teaming up to 

rebuild up to 1,000 homes and repair up to 1,000 

homes in the area of Léogâne over the next 

eighteen months! This includes the CODEP 

mountain area. 

 Each organization brings particular skills. 

Building Goodness Foundation (BGF) from 

Charlottesville, VA has built many homes in the 

mountains for CODEP people and all stood strong 

through the earthquake. Today, most Haitians want 

BGF style homes rather than traditional concrete construction. Below are post-earthquake 

pictures of a BGF built home utilizing structural wood and metal roofs versus traditional 

concrete construction. 

 Lutheran World Fund (LWF) from Geneva, Switzerland has the vision and resources to 

make this project a reality. They envision BGF designing strong, readily built homes and 

providing access to the requisite materials. LWF will deliver these materials to a facility they 

are building in Léogâne where Haitians will prepare 

individual home kits for distribution. 

 CODEP will distribute and oversee the construction 

of these kits in the mountains. Basic to the plan is the 

provision of training in carpentry and construction skills 

for the Haitians so that these skills are shared for the 

immediate and longer term benefit of Haiti. Actual 

construction will be done by Haitians, providing both 

valuable work experience and employment 

opportunities. 

This is a bold and imaginative response to the needs in Haiti. We are honored to contribute 

our skills and work together with The Building Goodness Foundation and The Lutheran World 

Fund to meet both the immediate housing relief needs and longer term development needs 

of Haiti. 
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CODEP and Sustainable Growth 
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ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ because they Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƛǊǎǘΧέ 

 

Returning from a clericus meeting in Wilmington, Father Barry came into my office, 

handed me two booklets and asked me to look them over and tell him what I thought. 

The booklets described a Christian Formation program used in many Episcopal Churches. 

As soon as I saw the title, I was able to immediately tell him what I thoughtτI was 

familiar with the program and would love to see it ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎΦ  So why 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΚ  The answer lies in the concerns that Father Barry and I both 

have expressed in many ways over the last few years.  

The program is a Montessori based program for children three years old through 

elementary school. It requires that each room be set up with appropriate toys and 

activities. Since some activities require considerable movement on the part of the 

children the rooms we have require some modification.  The cost for fully implementing 

the program is more money than is currently in the Christian Education budget, but it is 

not excessive.  

Beyond relatively modest costs, however, is the need for an entire congregation to 

commit itself to the program. It requires training teachers to facilitate the classes, and 

individuals who are willing to undergo the training to lead the classes. Since children 

benefit from regular attendance it takes the commitment of the parents. And teachers 

who are greeted with an empty classroom are unlikely to feel motivated to prepare next 

ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΦ   

There is a second program, Journey to Adulthood, I would love to see implemented at 

the middle and high school levels.  J2A does not require special training but does provide 

greater guidance for the teachers.  It also requires NON-PARENTAL adults to commit two 

years to leading a small group. The J2A program is divided into three sections the children 

move through together.  It incorporates youth group types of activities with the Sunday 

school component, and includes rites of passage designed to be a part of regular worship 

service and part of the youth confirmation process.  

L ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΤ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŀt is 

why ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ, and why it was 

changed to a full-time position a few years ago. Children and youth move through 

churches in cycles. Some time they are abundant and sometimes less so. I feel as though 

we are entering an upswing in young families in our congregation. As the paid full-time 



St. Philipõs Episcopal Church  July, 2010  

 

Page 14 

 

cheerleader for the youth of our congregation, I can tell you that while we may attract 

some families, we will continue to lose families unless we make some changes.   

LΩƳ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ YŜǾƛƴ /ƻǎǘƴŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ Field of Dreams where he is told, άLŦ you build 

ƛǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΦέ LŦ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ 

ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛlding (although 

one would be nice) but we do have to make the best possible use of the spaces we have.  

Recently a friend of mine who was raised in the Episcopal Church changed churches when 

she moved off Oak Island with her young daughter. The church she now attends in 

Southport is known for having large numbers of children and youth. Ironically, I 

remember a time within the past 5-7 years when that congregation was asking US to 

participate in their youth activities since THEY had so few children. Then they decided 

that since their congregation was at a low point in the cycle of young families, the entire 

congregation was ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ !ǎ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

tell they want children there because they put them first ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦέ 

Over the course of the summer the Christian Education Advisory Committee will 

enter into a discernment process to decide whether we want to implement these two 

curricula in the fall of 2011. As part of that process we will be talking with you about the 

role of Christian Education in your own life and the life of our congregation.  We do not 

know what we will find during this yearlong process.  But I hope that if you are asked to 

complete a survey, attend a meeting, or whatever else it takes to be a part of this 

process, you will be happy to do so. tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ƻǊ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ  

 I leave you with a poem from one of my favorite authors, Shel Silverstein:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millie 

LOVE 
 

wƛŎƪȅ ǿŀǎ ά[έ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳΣ 

[ƛȊȊƛŜΣ ƻǳǊ άhέ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ 

aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΣ ά9έ ǇǊƻōΩƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ 

{ƻ LΩƳ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  
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Opportunities for Christian Formation and Renewal 
July 2010 

 
Sunday, July 4

th
  

10:00 AM ï  Youth Lectors, Ushers and Greeters 

    Childrenôs Sermon 
 

Wednesday, July 7
th
   

10:00 AM ï  Bible Study (Parish Hall) 
 

Sunday, July 11
th
 

5:15 PM -   Vacation Bible School Dinner (Parish Hall)  

6:00 PM -   Vacation Bible School Galactic Blast (Sanctuary) 
 

Monday, July 12
th
 

5:15 PM -   Vacation Bible School Dinner (Parish Hall)  

6:00 PM -   Vacation Bible School Galactic Blast (Sanctuary) 
 

Tuesday, July 13
th
 

5:15 PM -   Vacation Bible School Dinner (Parish Hall)  
6:00 PM -   Vacation Bible School Galactic Blast (Sanctuary) 
 

Wednesday, July 14
th
 

10:00 AM -  Bible Study (Parish Hall) 

5:15 PM -   Vacation Bible School Dinner (Parish Hall)  

6:00 PM -   Vacation Bible School Galactic Blast (Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday, July 15
th
 

5:15 PM -   Vacation Bible School Dinner (Parish Hall)  

6:00 PM -   Vacation Bible School Galactic Blast (Sanctuary) 
 

Friday, July 16
th
  

6:30PM -    Movie Night: Space Buddies (Choir Room) 
 

Wednesday, July 21
th
  

10:00 AM ï  Bible Study (Parish Hall) 
 

Sunday, July 25
th
 

TBA -     Acolyte Trip to Myrtle Beach Magic Kingdom Water Park 
 

Wednesday, July 28
h
  

10:00 AM ï  Bible Study (Parish Hall) 
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BAZAAR BUZZ  

× Thanks to Theresa Zell and Wanda Luey for their June workshops. 

× The sewing group will meet again on August 10th at Theresa Zell's home at 1:00. 

 Please let Theresa (457-9032) know you will be there. 

× We only have one more scheduled workshop at this time...the CORK WORKSHOP 

at Ida Parker's home on Sept. 10th from 10-2.  Please bring your lunch and a glue 

gun.  Let Ida know you will be there...278-6719 or  Iparker@ec.rr.com. 

× We are hoping to have a couple more workshopsðan Advent Chain workshop and 

possibly a Jewelry Workshop, but we need YOUR support! 

Please help with the advent chains by calling Jane Mitchell, 338-0330 or 

twc9199291470@earthlink.net . Date to be determined. 

Let Cathie Courtnage know if you would participate in a jewelry workshop to make 

primarily earrings and eyeglass chains, 253-9159 or cccourtnage@ec.rr.com. Date to 

be determined. 

 We have just 3 months left...time is flying! Signups will begin the first week in 

September to work at the bazaar on October 2 from 9-2 pm.  Please put the date on your 

calendar and plan to help that day. 

 We need YOUR help to make the 2010 BAZAAR a success.  Our Outreach 

programs depend on the proceeds of this bazaar every year. 

 And, thanks for all you are doing in your own homes to prepare for the bazaar!! 

Jane and Cathie 

 

Womenôs Group of St. Philips 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the bake sale during the 4
th
 of July parade in 

Southport!  Be sure to stop by during the parade to visit with friends, and pick up a snack!  If you 

are willing to help by baking before the sale, or by selling during the parade, please contact 

Kathleen Beem (253-5090) Hope to see you there! 

mailto:Iparker@ec.rr.com
mailto:twc9199291470@earthlink.net
mailto:cccourtnage@ec.rr.com
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Stewardship Corner     July 2010 

 
A Stewardship Seminar was conducted for the Lower Cape Fear Deanery on 5/17/10 at Holy 

Cross Episcopal Church in Wilmington.  Attending from St. Philipôs were Fr. Barry, John Kerr, 

Carol Beers, Roy and Jane Mitchell and Jerry Simpson.  A number of topics were covered that 

may be useful in our efforts to improve our Stewardship efforts.                                                                                  

 

Our 6/05/10 Lobster and Bake sale was a big success as both the menôs and womenôs groups 

did yeoman work on a very hot day.  So many people were involved that we will not mention 

their names, but their acts of stewardship were greatly appreciated.   

 

Jim Paxton headed the mens group, and along with Tom Trivett, overcame a major delivery 

problem that ensured our ability to fill all our customer orders.  One great big Navy ñWell  

Doneò to both of them for their efforts. 

 

Final figures for the bake sale and the lobster sales are not yet available, but we will advise you 

of the dollars raised for outreach programs as the data is processed.                                                                              
 

                                           Jerry Simpson                          Bill Bittenbender 

 

Odd Jobbers  

 The St. Philipôs Menôs Group Odd Jobbers team is ready to help those in need and 

who require assistance in handling most types of odd jobs.  Please let us know how we can 

assist you. 

 Please contact Marv Adkins (910-457-9779) or Ross Irwin (910)366-4201. 

  

Do You Play Bridge? 

Would you like to join a group of women who 

play bridge in the Parish Hall at noon on the first 

and third Wednesday of the month?  Call Yvonne 

Moody for more information ς 454-9051 
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GIVE KINDNESS 

Utter a cheerful good morning. 

Display a warming smile. 

Be on the watch for people in distress and lend a 

helping hand. 

Let someone in a hurry step ahead of you in line. 

Notice nametags on store clerks and thank them by name.

 
Would you like to learn to dance l ike the stars this summer? 

Come try      B ALLROOM  
D ANCING L ESSONS !  

Held every Monday night from 7 - 8:30 in the Parish Hall 

June 28th ς August 23rd  
Couples and Singles welcome! 
Only $10 per person per lesson 
20% of the cost will be donated to the Haiti Fund! 

About the instructors: 

John Thomas Fairley  has been a life-ƭƻƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ 

from Elon University. Katie Brophy  is a rising Junior at Elon and is captain of the Elon Competitive 

Ballroom Dance Team. 

Lessons will not be held on July 5th and 12th. A make up lesson will be held on Thursday July 8th at 5:30. 
If interested, please contact John Fairley at 910-448-1006.  

 
Rich and Poor 

On our recent visit to France we were struck with the beauty of the French Riviera and a story our guide 

told us as we passed by Villa Leopolda, perched on hill with a gorgeous view of the Mediterranean. The 

Ǿƛƭƭŀ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ōȅ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ {ŀŦǊŀΩǎ ǿƛŘow Lily, for the sum of about $500 million US.  The buyer, 

a Russian billionaire, tried to pull out of the deal when the financial crises hit, but the French court 

awarded the deposit, about 39 million Euros to Lily and she declared the money would be spent entirely 

on charitable activities. The original owner, infamous King Leopold II of Belgium, ruthlessly exploited and  

enslaved inhabitants of the Congo River basin, at the end of the 19th century, to become one of the 

richest men in the world at that timŜΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŀŦǊŀΩǎ 

ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ /ƻƴƎƻƭŜǎŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

paid a fair wage?  

Bill Meiners 


