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Since lectors are the channels through which the Word is made present to the faithful, their proclamation 
needs to be well prepared, thoughtful, audible, and clear. Lectors should prepare their assigned reading 
for at least one-week before they are scheduled to proclaim it. When practicing, read the passage aloud. It 
is different than reading it silently to one’s self. It is also beneficial to have someone else listen to the 
reading as it is proclaimed or to record it for evaluation purposes. 
 
 

BEFORE MASS 
 
The lectors and Eucharistic Ministers meeting Room is the first door to the left of the main entrance of the 
church. Arrive at the church at least 15 minutes before the scheduled start of the Mass. Notify the other 
Lector assigned and the priest celebrating the mass that you are present.  Take time to look over the 
reading, which you will be doing. Please make sure that both lectors are present before the second 
lector goes to his/her seat. If you are unable to locate the other assigned lector attempt to locate another 
lector in the church to see if they would be willing to help. The first pew to the left side of the altar is 
reserved for lectors, cantors and other ministers. However, you may sit within the assembly if you wish. 
Also, check to see if a deacon will be participating. 
 
The Lectionary, from which you will read, should be at the ambo. The Book of the Gospels, which the 
first lector will carry in procession, will normally be found on the stand near the center entrance to the 
church in front of the baptismal font.  If it is not there look on the desk or in the top drawer of the desk in 
the lector’s room. After Mass, the Book of the Gospels should be left on the stand near the center entrance 
to the church in front of the baptismal font.  If it is the last mass for the weekend it is placed on the desk 
in the Lector’s room or in the top drawer of the desk. 
 
The first lector is to preview the intercessions for the Prayer of the Faithful and the second lector should 
preview the announcements before the start of Mass so you are prepared to read these. Copies of the 
intercessions and announcements are posted on the bulletin board near the door to the lector room.  
Also, be sure to check that there is a copy of each -- announcements will be in the binder left near or on 
the lectern on the choir side of the altar, the intercessions will be in the binder left on the shelf of the 
ambo in the Sanctuary. 
 
If there is a deacon present, the deacon will be carrying the Book of Gospels and reading the Prayers of 
the Faithful.  
 
The second lector will make the announcements before the start of Mass. The 2nd lector should approach 
the lectern on the choir side of the altar once the choir and/or bells have stopped signing/ringing and the 
lights have been brought up; this will be before the Cantor does the welcoming and the opening song. 
 
If there is only one lector we still follow this procedure. Make your way to the lectern to make the 
announcements and while the Cantor is beginning you can proceed to the baptismal font area to process in 
with the priest and altar servers. 
 
 
  



GUIDELINES & DIRECTIVES FOR LECTORS AT MASS 

6/27/2008 2 

Order of the MASS 
 
1. Introductory Rites 
 

A. Entrance Procession 
 
The lector for the first reading will meet with the presiding priest and altar servers in the gathering area. 
For the Entrance Procession, the procession leads with the altar cross followed by the candles, the Book 
of Gospels, and lastly the priest. In certain solemn Catholic Masses, the censer may lead the way with 
burning incense. However, sometimes you may follow another person or group such as the parents of a 
child to be baptized during the Mass. 
 

Here are the Entrance Procession positions:  
First, Cross-Bearer (Altar Server 1) 
Second, Lector, holding high the Book of the Gospels (Facing away from you)  
Third, Book-Bearer & Candle-Lighter, side by side (Altar Servers 2 and 3) 
Fourth, Presider (priest)  

 
While processing in; carry the Book of the Gospels elevated high, with both hands. Be sure to hold the 
book straight up and in front of you, binding to the right with the front of the book facing away from you. 
Leave some space between you and the cross bearer. At the foot of the altar, stand to the left side of the 
center of the altar, allowing enough room between the center position and you for the priest to move in. 
 
As the others move to their assigned positions, you will continue to proceed up the sanctuary steps (if 
blocked by flowers or ornaments make your way as best as possible), walk around to the back side of the 
altar. Facing the congregation place the Book of Gospels on the altar with the front facing up. Return to 
the front of the sanctuary and join the presider and the altar servers, genuflect together and then turn and 
walk to your desired seat. 
 
Note: The lector is to bow to the tabernacle as he/she moves to and from the ambo. 
 
2. Liturgy of the Word 
 

A. First Reading 
 
As the assembly is seated at the conclusion of the Opening Prayer, the first lector remains standing in 
his/her place. The lector then approaches the ambo with dignity, at a moderate pace. Do not begin to read 
until everyone who obviously wishes to be seated is seated and quieted down. 
 
Begin the reading by saying, “A reading from the book of..”.  Have this phrase memorized so that you 
can easily make eye contact with the congregation while saying it, and, therefore, encourage active 
listening during your reading. Read slowly and enunciate clearly, trying to maintain as much eye contact 
as possible. 
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At the end of the reading, pause before saying, “The Word of the Lord”. After the congregation responds, 
“Thanks be to God”, stay at the ambo for several long seconds as a brief period of reflection before 
moving back to your seat. At most Masses, a cantor will lead the Responsorial Psalm. If there is no 
cantor, the first lector should lead the Responsorial Psalm in the Lectionary and the return to his/her seat.  
Be sure to place the ribbon marker on the page for the second reading. Close the lectionary and place it on 
the shelf inside the ambo. This will allow the Cantor to have a flat surface for his/her music. 

 
B. Second Reading 

 
After the Responsorial Psalm and the Cantor has begun to exit the Sanctuary, the lector for the second 
reading should move to the ambo. Follow the same instructions as for the First Reading.  When finished, 
close the lectionary and place it on the shelf inside the ambo. This will allow the priest a place to put the 
Book of the Gospels. 
 

C. General Intercessions 
 
As the assembly is concluding the recitation of the Creed, a good signal is found at “…one Holy 
Catholic Church...” This is when the first lector is to move into place at the ambo so that he/she can be 
ready to read the General Intercessions/Prayer of the Faithful after the presiding priest’s introductory 
prayer. 
 
If there is a baptism during the mass, the priest’s introduction of the General Intercessions will 
immediately follow the baptism since at such masses there is no recitation of the Nicene Creed. For other 
masses with special rites, such as those of the R.C.I.A. rites, the first lector will be informed if the 
General Intercessions are to be read at any other time. Also, note that there may be additional or different 
petitions during these special services. Throughout the year the lector and choir may participate in the 
Prayer of the Faithful --  this will always be noted on your copy of the intercessions both in the binder and 
on the one posted in the Lector room. 
 
When reading the Intercessions, pause after each one before saying, “We pray to the Lord”. After the 
Intercessions are complete, the lector must remain at the ambo until the priest has finished the concluding 
prayer. The lector may return to his/her place in the assembly. 
 
3. The Dismissal Rite 
 
During the procession The Book of Gospels is to be left on the ambo. Since the people have heard the 
Word they should leave with it in their hearts. The  lectors do not joins the priest and other ministers for 
the Recessional.  
 
 

AFTER MASS 
 
After the recessional, when the people begin departing the 1st lector will ensure that the book mark is 
returned to the correct Gospel and then move the Book of Gospels to the stand in front of the baptismal 
font for the next service. 
 
 
 
 


