
St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church 

Information from our Pastor Fr. Doug Reed about the Sacrament of Confirmation 

 

The Confirmation preparation program builds upon this foundation by continuing to nurture a living, 

dynamic relationship with God in Christ. In accordance with the Diocesan General Norms in the 

formation of Confirmation candidates, a Confirmation preparation program is formulated into two parts, 

administered within the parish community of faith.  At the request of the diocese, St. Michael agreed to 

holding Confirmation Mass each year in the fall. This new timeframe presented us with many constraints 

in properly preparing the candidates according to Diocesan Confirmation Norms. Consequently,            

St. Michael will not host a Confirmation Mass in the fall of 2014.   In prayerfully discerning the 

preparation process of candidates for Confirmation in the past, and taking into account adhering to 

the Diocesan Confirmation Norms, the celebration of an October Confirmation for 2014 has been 

postponed until October, 2015. As your Pastor, I strongly believe in the formation process outlined by 

the diocese as the best way to properly prepare each candidate in their journey leading to the 

sacrament. 

In preparing students for Confirmation, the first part of the program will be administered from 

September 2014 until the beginning of May 2015 and will include instruction on “Evangelization, 

Conversion, Essentials of Faith, Liturgy, Prayer, and Discipleship. Candidates are required to attend a 

retreat as a way to deepen the candidate’s relationship with God and to develop community among the 

candidates through prayer, liturgy, and fellowship”.(Diocesan Confirmation Norms) 

The second part of the program will commence at the end of August 2015 and will continue until the 

celebration of receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation in October 2015. The dynamic of this program is 

to incorporate and build upon the curriculum explored during the first phase, “…if candidates have 

experienced evangelization and conversion, have come to believe the kerygma {passing on the core 

message of the Gospels} of the Church, have begun a relationship with the parish and have begun to 

pray regularly both publicly with the community at Mass and privately.” (Diocesan Confirmation Norms) 

This part of the program emphasizes the liturgical catechesis of the Sacrament of Confirmation. With the 

conclusion of both parts of the Confirmation program, the candidate is “…more readily disposed to the 

doctrinal tradition of the Church and the call to discipleship.” (Diocesan Confirmation Norms) 

In an effort to assist families in the registration process, the attached chart will direct you to the 

appropriate program to register your child for.   For your convenience, the online faith formation 

registration process will be available on the parish website at the end of June. If you have any questions 

please contact the faith formation department. 

“Come Holy Spirit, fill the Hearts of your faithful; and kindle in them the fire of your love.”  

Yours in Christ,  

Reverend Douglas P. Reed, Pastor 


