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On Easter, we remember the pinnacle of our Christian faith: Jesus’ resur-
rection from the dead. His victory assures us of forgiveness and eternal
life—two things worth celebrating! You can use the Easter message as a
springboard to share God’s good news with your kids all year long. Let
kids know that Jesus is their friend and lets them live forever in heaven
with Him. Follow these tips:

A Realize that kdiaddsEasterddnevivid, litexahimages.o d

POWE RSOU RCE Don’t dismiss tough questions. Instead, read the Bible together.

ASK GOD: A Tweak your traditions. Turn your usu
. nities to learn more about God and his Word. For your egg hunt, for exam-
1. To nurture your children ple, fill plastic eggs with Scripture verses as well as candy.
spiritually as they grow up
physically. A Know that ités never too early to sh
your kids can communicate to tell them about Jesus. Remember that chil-
dren can discover God from infancy (see 2 Timothy 3:14-15).
2. To help your children know

that Jesus is their personal

Savior and best friend. FAITH INSIGHTS
A 1 n a 20 1 ethirdswirAmerigans saidittey knew that Easter is
3. To help you make Easter a religious holiday. But only 42% connected its meaning to Jesus’ resur-

rection. And only 2% said they’d describe Easter as the most important
holiday of their faith

A Another study found that childreln ar
for a lifetime from ages 5 to 13. In addition, children’s moral development
is largely complete by age 9.

all about Jesus—and about
sharing Jesus with others.
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Teachable Moments

1. Faith in Motion—While telling
children about the first Easter,
stand up and act out what’s hap-
pening. For example, run in
place, peer into a tomb, act sur-
prised or scared, jump for joy,
and gently shake a partner’s

shoulder to share the good news.

2. Easter Party—Throw a party
to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection
from the dead—and to remind
children that Easter morning is
about more than baskets of
candy. Play praise music while
you enjoy a special breakfast.
Then wave streamers, make
confetti, and play homemade
musical instruments.

3. Special Messaged Hide hol-
low chocolate eggs, rather than
plastic or real eggs. Tell children
to hunt for the eggs, which con-
tain a special message. As kids
discover their eggs are hollow,
talk about Jesus’ empty tomb on
Easter morning. Then have them
share what the resurrection
means to them.

“We have been born again because God raised Jesus Christ
from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we
have a priceless inheritance.”

(1 Peter 1:3)

Because Jesus rose from the grave on Easter, everyone who
believes in Him has hope, peace, and the promise of life
forever in heaven.

Begin a conversation with your children about Easter,
using these discussion questions as a launching point:

1. Why do we have such big celebrations at Easter? How can we celebrate
Easter's good news every day?

2. What gifts did Jesus give us on the first Easter? How can we share those
gifts with other people?

3. How are you “growing up” in God and his Word? What has changed
about your faith since you were younger?

4. How can you keep growing closer to God, day by day and year by year?

FAMILY EXPERIENCE

Celebrate the good news of Easter with these activities:

1 Sheep Muffinsd You'll need pre- ™,
cooked chocolate muffins, vanilla
icing, shredded coconut, Fruit Roll-
Ups, scissors, plastic knives, and €N
paper plates. Peel the papers off the
muffins. Have family members each
place their muffin upside down on a
paper plate and ice the muffin, leav-
ing the sheep's "face" on the side “
and the bottom plain. Sprinkle a
layer of shredded coconut over the
icing for wool. Remove the Fruit Roll-Ups from the cellophane and cut
two quarter-inch-tall ears. Stick the ears into the icing on the sides of the
sheep’s head. Tightly roll the Roll-Ups and cut into four equal sections for
legs. Read aloud John 10:11. Say: “Jesus, the good shepherd, gave up
His life for us, His sheep. But the good news is that He rose from the
dead on Easter morning!” Enjoy your snack together.

1 Rock-Solid Reminders—Set out some rocks and markers. Have each
family member choose a rock and write the word “alive” on it. (Help
younger children.) Read aloud Mark 16:1-6. Say: “After Jesus died on the
cross and was buried, a large rock sealed His tomb. But on Easter, the
rock was rolled away, and the tomb was empty!” Decide on a place to
keep your rocks to remind you about what happened on Easter. Close in
prayer, thanking God for being our reliable, solid rock—and for raising
Jesus from the dead.
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