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ASK GOD:

1.

To help you recognize and
nurture your children’s
talents and gifts.

To assure each of your
children that God has
made them special.

To show all family mem-
bers how they can best
use their gifts to glorify
God.

Be Grateful for God-Given Gifts

God has blessed each of us with traits and talents, and blessed believers
with spiritual gifts. These make each of us special. Just as we thank God
for our material and physical blessings, we should also offer gratitude for
our unique gifts and abilities.

As Thanksgiving approaches, take time to consider how God has gifted
each of your family members. Observe them as they interact with others
and perform tasks. What excites and satisfies your kids? What challenges
them or makes them proud? Offer choices and don’t compare children’s
strengths or interests to other people’s. Finally, provide varied opportuni-
ties for kids to use their gifts and to grow passionate about serving. Evalu-
ate what they like best about each experience and why.




“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of
spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. ...Then

TEACHABLE
MOMENTS

1. Variety Is the Spice of Life—
During family outings at muse-
ums, concerts, and sporting
events, discuss the wide range of
talents that people have. Empha-
size that all gifts are special—
and that the world would be bor-
ing if everyone excelled in the
same areas.

2. Use ’Em or Lose ’Em—After
you help children identify their
talents and spiritual gifts, help
them put them into practice. Es-
pecially watch for ways kids can
apply their gifts at church, such
as singing in a children’s chaoir,
helping in the nursery, or prepar-
ing goodies for homebound
members.

3. Thank the Giver—During
prayer times, encourage children
to thank God not only for their
physical blessings but also for
their uniqueness. Ask God for
wisdom to use the gifts in ways
that honor Him.

everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus
Christ.” (1 Peter 4:10-11)

Instead of burying our talents (see Matthew 25:14-30), we
should be grateful for them and use them to serve God and
other people.

Start a conversation about gifts and gratitude by asking
these questions:

1. What special talents and abilities do you think God has given you?
How do you thank God for those gifts?

2. What are some ways you can praise God by using your talents?

3. How can you express gratitude for other people’s talents—and en-
courage them to use their gifts wisely?

FAMILY EXPERIENCE

Try these fun activities to express gratitude for the
gifts God has given each of your family members.

» Grateful Game— Play a game of Hot Potato with a twist. Sit in a circle,
play praise music, and pass around a gourd or other Thanksgiving deco-
ration. Pause the music at varying intervals. When the music stops, the
person with the object must say one talent or gift he or she is thankful for.
Play until everyone has several chances to thank God, the giver of all
good things.

To add more challenge, throw the object across the circle instead of
passing it. This adds an element of surprise because people won’t know
if they’ll have the object when the music stops. For even more excite-
ment, use three or four objects rotating in assigned directions. Players
will have to stay sharp—and think of even more gifts for which to be
grateful.

* Amazing Bodies—Have each family member draw a gingerbread-
cookie-type person and draw arrows from
different parts of the body to the outer rim of
the paper. Say: “From the head, write words
or draw pictures that describe what you like
to learn about. From the hands, things you
like to do. From the feet, places you like to
go. From the stomach, things you like to eat,
and so on.” Read aloud Psalm 139:14.

Form a circle and link arms. Have family
members say in unison, "l am fearfully and
wonderfully made!" Then have everyone
raise their hands and close in a prayer of thanks for the wonderful bodies
God has given us.
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