January 26, 2012

BY THE NUMBERS, 2011, Part Il NEWS FROM THE PO'NT
Dear Friends, ARE YOU STUCK IN A RUT?

We recently had our first Church Council meeting for
2012, under the leadership of David Graham. At the On 1/8, Pastor J taught us a
meeting, our outgoing Finance Chair, Scott Thompson, and how they, like us, were stuck in old ways of seeing
presented the financial picture of our church for 2011 in the world. They traveled to pay homage to the King;
his inimitable style. Some highlights include the following: that being done, they left and went back home, to the
--We had a budget of $1,023,000, and we spent about lives theyod al ways |ived. T
$15,000 less than we budgeted came back or tried to learn what Jesus said or did. In
--We actually took in some $12,000 more than we budg- truth, Jesus wants us to walk with Him more than any-
eted thing. We dondt have to stay
--We paid 100% of our apportionments ( a portion meant ate. Because of what happened on the first Christmas
for others), $119,689 of our $1 million budget and on the first Easter, 33 years later, we can walk out
--Our million dollar budget also included spending some of our ruts and into new life. Many of us have made
$35,000 on local missions through the service committee resolutions for the New Year: to get a better job, repair
and $4,000 on national and global missions through the a relationship, better manage our anger, connect better
missions committee with our parents/coworkers/children, etc. Try an experi-
--Beyond our budget, we gave some $56,000 in special ment this year. Invite Jesus into whatever concerns
offerings like Imagine No Malaria, Methodist Mission you most . When you do, youol
Home, Japan Disaster Relief, Bastrop Fire Relief, etc. sion, and hope. Jesus can walk us out of anything we
--The Endowment Fund grew tremendously from some get into. We just have to ask Him.
$12,000 to $20,000 = .

--We completed our 3 year capital campaign to purchase
and upgrade Bldg. M in June of 2011, amortizing the
some $350,000 owed in a note with Texas Methodist
Foundation

--We had some $24,000 given toward the purchase of a
new van, which is coming soon (see related article on

page 2)

| thank you for your generosity. We continue to grow in
our understanding that all we have is a gift from God and
that we are to honor God with all we have been given.

Following One, Serving All,
Lynn

(Pastor Jim, Shelley and Ashley

at the blanket table.)

On Supel‘ Bowl Sunday, let's help the CapltOI Area Food POINT IN THE WORLD- HELPING THE HOMELESS
Bank of Austin with a Souper Bowl Sunday. WUMC has (1/15): Wow! We had such a great group of people

a long tradition of thinking of others who have less than who gathered to change the world last weekend! In

enough to eat, even as America celebrates this special addition to countless folks who donated a wonderful
sports day. Sunday, February 5, you are invited to help abundance of new and used

it
others by bringing canned foods, maybe canned soups, Weat her Clothesé drive a to
that WUMC will donate to the Capitol Area Food _ Sunday to pack-up and distribute cold weather clothes
Bank. Baskets will be available in the Narthex of the main and blankets to the needy 6Un
building, in The Tent in the Gym area, and in the front
doorway of Building M. Thank you.

e
t

(Continued on page 3)



TREASURES OF THE TRANS-
FORMED LIFE

What defines your life? Is it wealth?
Belongings? Faith? Many of us live with a
scarcity mentality, worried that we must
gather and hoard as much as possible, sav-
ing for some imagine
focus on self-gratification. But the Bible
promi ses both Godos
those who choose to live another way.

The topic for Sunday, January 29, is generosity.
Our small groups will be |
tain.o

Study books may be found in the Sunday School
classes or in the narthex for a suggested donation of $9.
If you don't have a small group, join Pastor Lynn in the
library at 10:10 a.m.

We are headed toward our commitment Sundays of

Feb. 12 & 19.

It's Back!

5th Monday lunch, for all women of WUMC and

friends. Join us on January 30, 12:30-1:30pm, at The
Lion and Rose Restaurant in Westlake. As always, a por-
tion of your payment will be donated to WUMC's Perma-
nent Endowment Fund.

Questions? Mary Lou 263-4177 batlan@austin.rr.com

New Van

Over the past few months, some 20 contributors gave
about $24,000 towards the purchase of a new church
van. Atthe same time, our church Trustees had a broker
looking for one at auction. Just this past week, we bought
a 2011 Ford 350 XLT-12 passenger van with 35,000
miles on it. It should be ready for use by youth groups,
mission teams, handbell choirs, and others by Jan 27,
2012 if not sooner. Thanks to everyone who helped
make this project a success.

Qigong Classes

"Come learn the Eight Pieces of Brocade, one of the most
popular sets of ancient Chinese healing exer-
cises....These gentle stretching and strengthening move-
ments help to stimulate your immune system, strengthen
your internal organs and get you moving!" Qigong for
Feb. 6 and Feb. 13, $12.50/session. Classes led by Bar-
bara Smith, Certified Qigong Instructor. Meets in Building
M, Room M133.

On January 8fF.1.S.H.

tribution to the homeless by The Point in the Wor
and Mobile Loaves & Fishes. The mission projec

tagged blankets for dig

was foll owed by a fier
gameséboys vs. girls.
5" Grader who was there!)

N
m NextF.|.S.H. gathering on Feb. 12

from 12:3063:00 We will make valentines for elder
care residentséand del
us!



mailto:batlan@austin.rr.com

SAVE THE DATE: 2/12- POINT-IN-THE-WORLD i As

part of our mission to | ove th
go into the world to throw a party for residents of the Aus-

tin State Hospital (ASH) accompanied by the ASH profes-

sional staff who will mentor & guide us in planning & ac-

tivities. The minimum age for participation is 16, so we

will be providing FREE CHILDCARE and activities at the
church for children under 16 vy
the church at 12:00 pm and plan to arrive at ASH at 12:45

pm, giving us time to set up. The party will last from 1:30-

2:30 pm, and then we will return to the church. If you pre-

(Some of our new V0|unteers_) fer to meet us at ASH at 12:45 pm, let us knOW, and we
will send you a map. You can participate in several differ-
There are always moments of hesitation when we go into ent ways, so please sign up online at www.westlake-
the world: Am I safe? Will what | do really help? The umc.org/form9759.ntm t o hel p us coordina
happy dances and smiles of the folks who received our like to do:
gifts shined the Love of God right back at us! It is times 8 The Snack Team: ASH residents LOVE snacks, so
|l i ke these that I recal | P r o we will be providing munchies and punch for the patient.
blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help oth- This is a great team for baker
ers are helped. o (from 6The needfolkstoserve snacks during the party.
- ‘ [ | 8 The Music Team: ASH residents LOVE music! | will
o be bringing my guitar and leading us in some fun sing-
! & alongs. Perfect rhythm and pitch are NOT required. J
;, 8 The Game Team: ASH residents LOVE games.

They have ping pong, table hockey, basketball, and
many, many other games that can be played in groups or
one-on-one. Your job will be to invite and play!

8 The Mingle Team: ASH residents LOVE to visit. Your
job will be to introduce yourself and have conversations.
This is a great job for chatty folks!

**|f you have a 5" grader, there is a special group within
our church that has an activity planned for the same day.
FISH (Fifth-graders In Service to Him) will be making (and
if time allows delivering) Valentines for a local elder care
facility. All 5 graders are welcomed simply email Hilary
Martin at hmartin@westlake-umc.org to reserve a spot
and send your 5" grader with $5 for lunch.

(Smiles!)
SPECIAL MUSIC AT POINT PRAISE, 1/296 Mark your
calendars for Point Praise, 6:30-7:30 pm on Sunday,
January 29th, when Pastor J will continue his series in
which we celebrate whatdés go

We 6| | be joineditpbly Joey Mc Ge

vaw.reverbnatlon.com/|oe\_/mcqee) for special music dur: Make the Journey,

ing the service. You donét Tonva

bl end of soul, rock, and f ol y i ng
riffs, and engaging |yrics. o Fralrse starts at o:s3upm, L

feel free to join us for Point Dinner at 5:30 pm, featuring

meat, vegetarian and gluten-free entrées at $7 per plate.
Dinner reservations are never required but ALWAYS ap-
preciated. FREE childcare is provided. Consider your

reservation an act of love: http://www.westlake-

umc.org/form6125.htm YOGA

SOUPER POINT! CANNED FOOD DRIVE -- Working in Mondays89 AM_Menos a
conjunction with the OSO“per-T&éﬁé{‘{/jsSgOfAMCWom%gvo% 'E(lbegaPoi nt i s
sponsoring a canned food drive to tackle hunger and pov- ~Thursdays 5:45 6:45 PM NEW CLASS!

erty here in Austin. All collections will be donated to the -Fridays 9:307 10:30 AM Men & Women

Capital Area Food Bank. Please drop off canned foods

(canned meats, canned vegetables, canned soups, etc.) Room M133 (Journeys Sunday School and Bells Room)
at the church anytime between now and Super Bowl Sun- WUMC Building M, 5524 Bee Cave Road

day. There will be a bin in the Taylor hallway near the Rates: Drop-ins $11 or

gym, but if the church is closed, you can leave them just Monthly Prepaid $8

outside the gym doors. Help us catch fire in the red zone Sponsored by the Westlake Music & Arts Academy

of feeding the hungry by bringing canned soup and other 327.1335 ext. 15

canned goods for the Capital Area Food Bank!


http://www.reverbnation.com/joeymcgee
http://www.reverbnation.com/joeymcgee
http://www.westlake-umc.org/form6125.htm
http://www.westlake-umc.org/form6125.htm
http://www.westlake-umc.org/form9759.htm
http://www.westlake-umc.org/form9759.htm
mailto:hmartin@westlake-umc.org

That’s Amoré

February 18
6:30pm

A Romantic Candlelight Dinner
with entertainment provided by
Westlake UMC Musicians

Adults tickets are $25.00 each
Children are $12.00
(includes babysitting and dinner)
Tickets on sale now through Feb. 12

Call 327-1335 ext. 15 for more information




The original Solomonds Templ e
those created by thé'%raders in Sunday school!

White, Joyce 1/26

Wright, Hailey Parker 1/26
Stratton, Jan 1/26

Hang, Cheng 1/26
Preheim, Derek 1/26
Benton, Xander 1/26
Moore, Terri 1/27

Hayner, Michelle 1/27
Standifer, Charles -Chuck 1/27
Musler, John 1/28
McWilliams, Christian 1/28
Seade, Eddie 1/29

Geer, Marta 1/29

Dolfuss, Jay 1/29

Lindsey, Jim 1/30
Albrecht, Michael 2/1
Langner, Bill 2/2

Farrell, Emma 2/2

Straus, Jessup Bradford 2/2
Wisseman, Evan 2/2
Creamer, Tonya Lynn 2/2
Walker, Milagros 2/3
Casey McCasland, Robin 2/3
Nelson, Scott 2/4

Blum, Pat 2/4

Gonzales, Sandra 2/5
McGlathery, Alexa 2/5
Woods, Cayce 2/5
Allbaugh, Taylor 2/6

Hyde, Joan 2/7

Martin, Hilary 2/7

Vollmer, Don 2/7
Chudleigh, Phyllis 2/7
Lopez, Rowan Andrew 2/7
Allbaugh, Chase 2/8

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

AND THOSE BAPTIZED

Ruth McCarty joined our congregation on Jan. 8, coming
by transfer from another UM church.

Pat and Janie Boyle joined our congregation on Jan. 8,
coming by transfer from another UM church.

Grace Davis, daughter of Michael and Rose Davis, was
baptized at the 11:15 a.m. service on Jan. 22.




Well, it has been a busy few weeks in the youth program.
Over the past two weekends we have taken ten youth up
to Mt. Wesley outside of Kerrville and to HEB camp near
Leakey for Midwinter. Had tons of fun and met other
youth from across Texas as well as some of the Wesley
students from UT. There was plenty of fun to be had but
the main event was the four awesome worship services
each weekend. Moving speakers and amazing bands
helped make each weekend an event to remember. This
yeards activities focused
your small groups youth. This was accomplished through
a variety of activities that
format, with each small group being one of the twelve

tribes of Israel. Each camp also had short discussions on
how to continue with your faith either amongst yourselves

in small groups or after you graduate high school. All in

all I thought that both Midwinters were great and | hope

they had as profound an effect on the youth!

.~

Congregational Care

WUMC would like to grow its caring community for our
congregation. We have a heart to help those who might
have some life changes happening, such as hospitaliza-
tion, serious illness, birth of a new baby, or loss of a
loved one. One way we can share our caring is to ar-
range for and deliver meals when needed.

If you have a gift for connection, organization, phone
calling, or emailing, you can do this! The friends and
neighbors you contact will be the meal providers and
deliverers.

We have new member, Beth Canfield, very interested
in helping make the contacts and schedules for families
during times of need. Beth needs a co-chair. If you can
help with this communication network, to invite the
neighbors, Sunday School class members, and others
to connect and care for one another, please let the Con-
gregational Care team know. All contact information will
be provided for you, to let you and Beth make the
emails or phone calls necessary. Currently, we need
this connection for 3 families per month.

Mary Lou 263-4177 batlan@austin.rr.com




