
 

  

April 2009 

The 30 hour famine began with the participants starting at 1pm on Friday the 27th 
on their own, and met at the church at 6pm. 

That night we had a scavenger hunt to Wal-Mart for personal care items to donate 
to the pantry. We were split up into two groups and each group was given 25 dollars 
and a list of items with point values. The team with the most points won. 

Throughout the entire 30 hours we played “Tribe Games” which highlighted the 
struggles of those living in Africa who didn’t have adequate food and water.  We 
also covered a wall in the Youth Room with 19,000 dots. Our goal for next year is to 
reach 29,000 to represent the number of people who die each day from hunger. We 
are also constructing a paper chain, 1 link for each dollar we raised. The money the 
kids raised will either be donated to World Vision or to the Pantry.  A “temptation 
room” was also put together and each participant spent 1 minute in the room filled 
with fresh baked brownies, chips and other goodies.  

We ended our first day with a very moving candle light devotional in the sanctuary. 
100 candles were lit around the sanctuary, and were slowly put out throughout the 
devotional, to represent those who die from hunger.  

On Saturday the 28th we had our speaker Gretchen McPike come in and talk to us 
about World Vision and what they do.  Their family had traveled to Africa in the 
past with World Vision and sponsors children there. Gretchen also brought along 
various items from Africa to show us along with a  PowerPoint presentation.  

After the speaker we headed to Woodside Lutheran Home on Pilgrim Way for our 
mission project. We spent a few hours playing Bingo with the residents there.  

We ended our fast at 7pm on Saturday with a meal that included Unimix which is 
given to extremely malnourished children in relief centers.   

A special thanks to those who helped prepare our meal! 

Kathleen Ford, Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges, Lisa Olsen, and Holly Gehri. 

Participants of the Fast: 

Trevor Gossen, Megan Jurrens, Loni 
and Katie McCormick, Jordan 
Doenges, Robyn, Christian, Holly and 
Matt Gehri, Lauren Olsen, Kathleen 
and Kassie Ford, Lynaya and Chuck 
Spang, Sarah Solper, Dakota Orlich, 
Erin Sherwood, Sam Schrader, and 
Pastor Randy 

Scholarship Bake Sale 
On Sunday, April 26th the scholarship 
committee is holding a bake sale and 
we need bakers and eaters!  This will 
not be your ordinary bake sale though; 
it’s a fixed price sale where everything 
will be sold for $10.  So get out your 
favorite recipes and bring your baked 
goods to church on or before Sunday, 
April 26th, so we can sell them to sup-
port our scholarship program for high 
school seniors. 

Each year First Presbyterian Church 
awards scholarships to graduating sen-
iors who are planning to further their 
education.  In the past, these scholar-
ships were funded through the Cub 
Foods receipts program, and the com-
mittee would like to thank Joanne 
Rood for her many years of working 
with that program.  With the closing of 
Cub Foods though, this is one new 
way to Help Support Young Chris-
tian Minds for Generations to 
Come. 

•
 Bring your cakes, pies, cookies 
and treats of all kinds on Sun-
day, April 26th. 

• Purchase some delicious 
goodies for you and your fam-
ily. 

• Go crazy and do both! 
See page 5 for scholarship applica-
tion information, including new 
dates. 

Visit us Online! 
www.firstpresgreenbay.org 

30 Hour Famine 
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Mission Statement 

To fulfill God’s plan 
 

To know, love, and serve God 
To welcome, spiritually enrich,  

and love one another. 

Elders 
 

Class of 2009 Loni Mc Cormick   Chris Mc Nitt 
  Dawn Spang      David Wilson 
 

Class of 2010 Brian Hulse     Jenny Solper 
  Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 
  Jean Maes 
 

Class of 2011 Don Kisela Lisa Olson 
  Phil Mikulsky   Kirke Ryder 
 

Clerk of Ses: Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 
 

Deacons 
 

Class of 2009 Holly Gehri    Jo Leicht 
  Sue Mikulsky    
  Judy Knutzen-Nerad 
 

Class of 2010 Judy Exl    Deb Shober   
  Peg Zenko  Susan Rietz 
 

Class of 2011 Carol Mickelson     Lynne Shober 
 Bev Sprole     Regina Young 
 

Staff 
 

Pastor:   The Reverend Dr. Randy Argall 
   
Director of Christian Education: 
  Megan Jurrens 
 

Deacons Prayer Chain:  
  Peg Zenko   
  Jo Leicht     
Admn. Asst: Leah Mott 
   
 

Fin. Sec: Linda Cigler 
   
 

Choir Dir: Allen Russell 
 

Custodian: Mary Belanger 

 
We extend a warm and friendly spiritual environment that 
encourages and empowers people to worship and serve 
God.  We live and change with contemporary issues while main-
taining traditional values, ethics, and Presbyterian practices. 
We are guided and sustained by God as we follow a flexible 
strategic plan that addresses growth, simplifies and priori-
tizes our objectives, and facilitates a vibrant ministry. 
Through our ministry we: 
 
♦ Serve, lead, and live a lifestyle of Christian discipleship. 
  
♦ Engage in local, national, and global mission & social 
concerns. 

  
♦ Offer Christian education and fellowship opportunities 
where all feel a sense of belonging. 

  
♦ Provide a sanctuary to rest, be restored, and be nour-
ished during these busy and turbulent times. 

  
We are a community of faith where diversity is celebrated, 
individual spirituality is strengthened, cooperation is the com-
mon good, and understanding and love of one another is para-
mount. 

Vision Statement 

Church Leadership 

Inside Crossroads              Page 

Church Leadership  2 

Vision & Mission   2 

Pastor’s Notes  3 

Christian Education  4-5 

Finance & Mission  5 

Holy Week Schedule 6 

Calendar & Birthdays  7 

Newsletter Deadline! 
 

Please submit your ideas and of course your 
articles to Jodie Harmsen, by dropping 
them off in the newsletter mailbox in the 
office workroom.  The deadline to submit 
articles is the 16th of each month. 

Sunday Worship 
Schedule 

Cherub Choir—8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School & Adult 

Study 
8:45 am to 9:45 am  
Worship 10:00 am 
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A Note from 
 

Pastor Randy 
 

April 5 is a significant day in the life of First Presbyterian 
Church.  On this day, eleven young people will make a 
public profession of their faith and personally claim the 
promises made on their behalf at their baptism.  They will 
become active members of our congregation. 

 

The confirmation class has been meeting now for more 
than a year.  During this time, we studied together, trav-
eled together, and did projects together. 

• We studied every two weeks, using the curriculum 
provided by the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

• We visited the planetarium in Menasha, the Pres 
House in Madison, and the Divine Temple in 
Green Bay 

• We raised money for Tank School by parking cars, we served a meal at the New Community 
Homeless Shelter, and we volunteered to work on the trail at the Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

I hope that in some small way I was able to show the class what it means for us to be “church.”  When we 
gather to learn, to have fellowship, and to serve others, we are being the church of Jesus Christ. 

 

I want to thank Kathleen Ford and Brian Hulse who assisted me in teaching the class.  Thanks also go out 
to the mentors for their time and commitment to the young people.  Mentors met with the class at John 
Muir Park, at the Harmony Café, and here at the church.  Their prayers and presence were invaluable.  Fi-
nally, I want to thank parents.   I appreciate all the support you have given to me by stressing the impor-
tance of this class to your sons and daughters.  Hopefully, they will reap the benefits for a lifetime. 

 

Not only will the confirmands be joining the church on April 5, but on Easter Sunday, April 12, we will 
receive the new members class.   It looks like we will have seven adults and two young people in this class.  
We are so grateful for them and to God who has brought them to us. 

 

We have much to celebrate here at First Presbyterian Church.  Jesus is alive!  God’s dream is alive! 

 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Randy 
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Quote of the Month 
 

The true measure of an individual 
is how he treats people, who can 
do him absolutely no good. 

-Ann Landers 

 Men’s Bible Study 

Men's Bible Study is a sponsoring group 
participating in the church wide Lenten 
study of Henry Nouwen's spiritually uplift-
ing book 'Life of the Beloved.'  

The sixth and final week of our study will 
be Saturday morning April 4, at 8:00a.m., 
in the Fellowship Room. A continental 
breakfast will be served. All are welcome 
to come and join us in the conclusion of 
this encouraging study.  

Confirmation Sunday 
Eleven youth from our congregation will 
be professing their faith in worship on 
Sunday, April 5, 2009. This is a very im-
portant time in the lives of our youth 
and we want to support them in their 
faith journey. This celebration will be 
the culmination of their 33 week jour-
ney.  After worship there will be a recep-
tion for the Confirmation students in 
the Fellowship Room with bars, coffee 
and juice. 

Our Confirmands are: 

Kassie Ford 

Kaitlyn Ryder 

Rebecca Schmidt 

Ben McCormick 

Lacy Schimmel 

Amanda Jackson 

Danny Solper 

Sarah Solper 

Joseph Kabacinski 

Kristen Hedge 

Aaron Thomas 

Birthday Bag Mission = 
Huge Success! 

In fact, you've been so generous that 
the pantry team has been over-
whelmed with birthday bag items. The 
people you serve in this mission really 
need personal care items.  Things like 
toothpaste, razors, cotton swabs, de-
odorant, and more. If you could use it 
in the bathroom, the pantry needs it. 
When money is tight, it's not just food 
that can get scarce. Think about how 
you might feel having to ration these 
items, then grab a few extras while 
shopping and deliver them to the Ban-
ner Hall pantry doors.  P. S. This is a 
mission of the Adult, Youth and Chil-
dren's Sunday School. While you're at 
it bring them in early and join us for 
some fun learning? 

Preparation for Communion 
All second graders and older are encour-
aged to join us on Saturday, May 2nd, 
from 9am until around 3pm for a special 
workshop “Preparation for Commun-
ion”.  This workshop will focus on 
teaching the significance behind com-
munion and why we celebrate this spe-
cial gift.  Fun and meaningful activities 
are planned.  The children will then be 
able to take part in Communion on Sun-
day, May 3, 2009.  Please contact Megan 
Jurrens for more information 

Youth Bibles 

On Sunday, April 26th, Bibles will be 
given to youth who are in second grade.  
A letter will be going out to parents for 
those students.  If by chance you do not 
receive a letter concerning your second 
grader, or if your child has never re-
ceived a bible please contact Megan Jur-
rens. 

 Teacher Recognition 

We would like to recognize all of our 
teachers who have generously given of 
their time and talents to our young and 
young at heart!  This special day will be 
April 26th, 2009.  Please mark your calen-
dars and join us this day so that we can 
recognize you! 

New Confirmation Class 

A new Confirmation class will start this 
fall!  If you are a student in the 9th grade or 
above and have not been confirmed, 
please contact Pastor Randy. 

Teachers Needed 
for Next Fall! 

The Christian Education committee is 
looking for volunteers to teach our youth 
for next fall.  If you are considering shar-
ing your gifts please contact Megan Jur-
rens for more information.  We will need 
teachers and substitute teachers to educate 
our youth on Sunday mornings. 

Vacation Bible School 
Crocodile Doc is coming to a VBS near 
you!  Vacation Bible school is tentatively 
planned for the first week in August.  We 
are joining with Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, and Trinity Lutheran Church to 
share resources and talents for this special 
event.  We are encouraging intergenera-
tional fellowship and community outreach 
so that all may enjoy this fun filled week.  
On line registration is available! 

Graduate Recognition 
June 14, 2009 is Graduation Sunday.  
We would like to recognize all gradu-
ating high school seniors.  If you 
would like to participate, please con-
tact Jodie Harmsen. 

Please share any accolades or future 
plans with us so that we may share 
them with the congregation. 

Pres Folk 
Pres Folk meets on Thursday, April 
16, at 1:00p.m., in the Fellowship 
Room. Many of you here at First Pres 
have interesting hobbies and pursuits. 
We would enjoy showcasing yours at 
our meeting this month. Please con-
tact David Wilson as soon as possible 
if you are willing to share with us. 

All are welcome, and invite a friend to 
come along with you.  

Scrip 
Are you purchasing scrip?  Buying gift 
cards for yourself and others makes shop-
ping easy and helps the church at the same 
time! 
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Highlights from Finance  
Committee Meeting  

March 2, 2009 
The Finance Committee will be pro-
ceeding with retaining an accounting 
firm to conduct a financial review of 
First Church referencing 2008.  There 
was also discussion regarding investment 
vehicles being used for the First Presby-
terian Church investments and the fu-
ture of these funds. 
 

The Ministry Budget Balance Sheet for 
February 2009 was reviewed. The total 
Ministry Budget for 2009 is $326,609. 
Budgeted Ministry giving at the end of 
February 2009 is $26,751.00, which is 
short $7,232.00 of the budgeted amount 
of $33,983.00. 
 

Our budgeted expenses are down by 
$8,288.30.   This year, to date (February 
28, 2009), we have used $14,500 of be-
queathed funds ($18,000. budgeted for 
the year).  Balance sheet interest or prin-
cipal was also budgeted ($71,859) to 
meet our monthly obligations.  To Date, 
February 28, 2009, none of these funds 
have been used.   

Cash Flow Report 

Scholarships for Graduating 
Seniors 

First Presbyterian Church of Green Bay 
awards scholarships to graduating seniors 
who pursue further education.  The re-
quired forms are available from Megan 
Jurrens, the Christian Education Direc-
tor. 

The forms are due by May 10, 2009, and 
the scholarship winners will be an-
nounced on May 17, 2009.  

Included in the required information is a 
request for the applicant to write an essay 
about how the First Presbyterian Church 
congregation has influenced the student’s 
life and spiritual journey.  A teacher letter 
of recommendation will no longer be 
required. 

Ministry Cash Flow February 2009   

      

Beginning Balance    $805.48  

Receipts     $23,848.51  

Expenses     ($23,498.88) 

Payroll tax and transfer timing differences  ($17.08) 

Ending Balance    $1,138.03  
      

Memorials/Sound System 
Money designated for the Sound Sys-
tem has been received from the Midge 
Klass Memorial, ($20.00) and the 
Adrian Jimenez Memorial, 
($25.00).  The funds from the Margaret 
Siewert Memorial, ($1,265) have also 
been donated to the Sound System 
fundraiser.  This brings the total to 
$3,740 or 31% of the goal. 

Many people’s portfolios include stocks, 
and many donors find it convenient to 
use stocks as a way making their gifts to 
their church or favorite charitable or-
ganization.  So if you ‘re planning a gift, 
have a look at your stock portfolio.  
Those that have appreciated in value 
allow you to be able to potentially make 
gift much larger than what you originally 
planned and you will benefit from the 
tax savings as well. 
 

How does the Double Tax Break work?  
First of all, it’s important to remember 
that any stocks that have appreciated in 
value from what you originally paid for 
them will be subject to capital gains tax 
at the time they’re sold. 

In making a gift, if you were to sell the 
stock and use the proceeds as your dona-
tion, you would be forfeiting a hefty 
amount in capital gains tax.  Instead, by 
donating the stock itself instead of the 
proceeds from the sale of the stock you 
will avoid capital gains tax altogether, 
amounting to substantial cash savings for 
you.  And the full value of the stock will 
be available to use as a gift and conse-
quently the value of the charitable deduc-
tion you claim will be higher. 

Gifts of stock have become increasingly 
popular for donors of all ages: 

• A young donor saves through both 
the charitable deduction and the hard 
cash he or she is freeing up. 

• The middle-aged donor can create 
a charitable remainder trust (CRT) with 
donated stock with the income received 
from such a CRT is able to fund his or 
her child’s or grandchild’s education. 

The retired donor escapes the risks of 
the market and by establishing a life 
income gift with the charitable organi-
zation, can receive yearly payouts, often 
larger that the return they were receiv-
ing on the stock. 
 
Contact your Presbyterian Foundation 
Development Officer Karen Krum to 
view rates and obtain an illustration of 
how gift plan can benefit you. 

“Securing the Future of Your Church” 
Gifts of Stock 

Volunteer of the Year! 
Congratulations to Nancy Kwaterski, 
Volunteer of the Year at the downtown 
YMCA.  Nancy has given us a wonder-
ful example of joyfully serving others.  
Thanks also to David Wilson for this 
newsletter tip. 
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Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009 

Cherub Choir and Christian Kidz singing 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 2009 

Simple Supper 6:00pm with Communion in Room 201 
 

Good Friday, April 10, 2009 

Ecumenical Service at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral at 7:30p.m 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009 

Breakfast 8:30 am –9:45 am Banner Hall 

Easter Egg Hunt 9:30 am 

He is Risen! Let us Worship! 10:00 am 

Cherub Choir and Christian Kidz singing 

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 6pm 
We invite you to celebrate Maundy Thursday with a simple 
supper and communion in the upper room. 
Two delicious soups plus beverages will be provided.  You 
are asked to bring bread to share. 
Communion will follow at the tables. 
Please sign up on the sheet in the hallway; we need to know 
how much soup to make - we had just enough last year! 

Easter Morning Breakfast 
Join us Easter morning from 8:30 to 9:45 am in Banner hall 
for a delicious breakfast and fellowship.  The menu will in-
clude scrambled eggs, baked ham, bagels and croissants 
along with beverages.  Cost is $3.00 per person and children 
under 5 eat free.  Signup sheet is in the hallway.  

One Great Hour of Sharing 
The annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering will take 
place during worship on Easter Sunday.  Please have your 
children return their fish banks.  Our gifts support minis-
tries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettle-
ment, and community development that help people find 
safe refuge, start new lives, and work together to 
strengthen their families and communities. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
The famous First Presbyterian Easter Egg Hunt will take 
place on Easter morning at 9:30 am.  Weather permitting it 
will take place outside.  The children always have a fun time 
finding these colorful treasures, and discovering the gifts 
inside.  There will be no regular Sunday school on this day 
for this special event. 

Christian Kidz and Cherub Choir 
 

During both Palm Sunday, April 5, and Easter Sunday, April 
12, our two younger choirs, Christian Kidz and the Cherub 
Choir, will share their talents with us.  This is always a special 
treat!  All children are invited to participate.  Practice will take 
place Sunday mornings before Sunday school at 8:45 am. 
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