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The Newsletter of  First Presbyterian Church of  Green Bay 

Musician Ken Medema is coming to 
First Presbyterian Church!   Pastor 
Randy and Ann have known Ken for 
many years.  Ken will lead the Sunday 
morning worship on December 6.  Later 
that afternoon, he will present a concert 
on the theme:  God has a dream for our 
world.  Ken performs all varieties of mu-
sic, and is especially recognized for his 
skills at improvisation.  He will ask vol-
unteers from the audience to share their 
dreams and then immediately compose a 
song.   Ken has recorded many CDs. 

Ken Medema 
Sunday, December 6 

 
10 AM   Worship 
 4 PM   Concert* 

 
(*tickets required $10.00 each) 

Available October 1st  

Shortly you will receive a number of 
communications regarding Consecra-
tion Sunday. 
We need your help in order to give our 
Consecration Sunday program the maxi-
mum effectiveness for all of our congre-
gation members.  It’s important that we 
strengthen our congregation’s mission 
and ministry commitments for the com-
ing year. 
Therefore, please plan to attend two 
important events on October 25th: 

From the time Ken was born in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, in 1942, he has been 
unable to see with his physical eyes. "As 
a kid I was not widely accepted," he 
says, "and I spent a lot of time by my-
self. Because I have lived with some de-
gree of being different all my life, I have 
some sympathy for people who have 
been disenfranchised." 
"I started banging on the piano when I 
was five years old," he says, "making up 
crazy little fantasies on my mom's piano. 

Sunday morning worship, led by Rev. 
Richard Moore, and the Celebration 
Luncheon immediately following wor-
ship that day. 
This spiritual-growth-oriented process is 
designed to enrich our biblical under-
standing of Christian stewardship.  
Rather than focusing on the need of the 
church to receive, the experience con-
centrates on the need of the individual 
to give for his or her own spiritual de-
velopment.  The program will help each 
of us grow  spiritually in our relation- 

Join Us for Consecration Sunday 
October 25, 2009 

ship with God through faithful manage-
ment of all that God gives us. 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic 
participation in our Consecration Sun-
day events, and we look forward to see-
ing you on October 25! 

When I was eight years old my parents 
got me a wonderful teacher who taught 
me the classics with Braille music and 
taught me to play by ear. And every time 
I learned a piece my teacher would tell 
me, 'Now you improvise.' So music be-
came a second language." 
Medema earned a master's degree in 
music therapy from Michigan State Uni-
versity and worked for several years as a 
musical therapist. While thus employed 
he began writing songs about his 
(Story continued on page ) 
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Mission Statement 

To fulfill God’s plan 
To know, love, and serve God 

To welcome, spiritually enrich, 
and love one another. 

We extend a warm and friendly spiritual 
environment that encourages and empow-
ers people to worship and serve God.  
We live and change with contemporary issues 
while maintaining traditional values, ethics, and 
Presbyterian practices. 
We are guided and sustained by God as we 
follow a flexible strategic plan that ad-
dresses growth, simplifies and prioritizes 
our objectives, and facilitates a vibrant 
ministry. 
Through our ministry we: 
 

♦ Serve, lead, and live a lifestyle of 
Christian discipleship. 

 

♦ Engage in local, national, and global 
mission & social concerns. 

 

♦ Offer Christian education and fellow-
ship opportunities where all feel a 
sense of belonging. 

 

♦ Provide a sanctuary to rest, be re-
stored, and be nourished during these 
busy and turbulent times. 

 

We are a community of faith where diver-
sity is celebrated, individual spirituality is 
strengthened, cooperation is the common 
good, and understanding and love of one an-
other is paramount. 

Vision Statement 

Sunday Schedule 
Children’s Choir 8:45 am 
Sunday School 9:00 am 

Adult Study 9:00 am 
Worship 10:00 am 

A Note from Pastor Randy 
I mentioned last month that a missional 
church is a church that “goes out” to 
participate in God’s work in the world.  
I want to share with you an exciting new 
opportunity for us to be a missional 
church. 
We have recently developed some new 
connections with UWGB.  I am vice-
president of the Board of Directors at 
the Ecumenical Center and in line to be 
the president next year.  We have re-
cently hired a new Director by the name 
of Hung Nguyen.  Hung has a great deal 
of energy and creativity, and has put 
together a terrific staff.  Check out the 
Center’s new website at 
www.ecuwgb.org. 
For the past several years, the Ecumeni-
cal Center has received a nice grant 
from the Synod of Lakes and Prairies of 
the PC(USA).  However, that source of 
funding will soon end.  First Presbyte-
rian Church, through its Mission and 
Social Concerns Committee, gives a 
smaller donation to the Center every 
year.  But in these difficult economic 
times, we can find other ways to support 
this ministry.  Last March, we partici-
pated in a program called “Dinner For 
A Dollar” that brought students to the 
Center for a home-cooked meal.  We 
hope to do this again next March. 
God may be calling us to do even more.  
UWGB student Benn Mwai, from 
Kenya, has expressed an interest in fa-
cilitating a meeting between a few of us  

and the International Students Asso-
ciation.  The idea would be for us to 
listen to some of their concerns.  
Benn believes that many would relish 
the opportunity to get away from the 
confines of the campus and experi-
ence more of American culture.  Per-
haps we could host a “potluck” for 
international students to meet them 
and let them share some of their ideas.  
Perhaps we could match a student 
with a “host family” that would com-
mit to doing one event each month 
with their student. Other suggestions 
will likely emerge. 
Please pray for this effort to reach out 
and connect with young people.  If 
you feel a special calling to attend the 
initial meeting, contact myself or 
Sandy Deadman.  Hospitality is a 
spiritual gift we can share when fi-
nances are tight! 
Peace to you, 
Pastor Randy 

Church Life 
Our Sympathy to: 
Kay Cartier upon the death of her 
brother-in-law, Roger Sloan, in Georgia 
Congratulations to: 
Terry and John Houle upon the birth of 
twin sons on September 11, 2009.  An-
drew John, 5 lb. 8 oz., 18 ½ inches long 
and Lucas Alan, 5 lb. 2 oz. and 19 
inches long.  They join their big brother 
Ethan. 

 
Updates and Changes: 
Eileen Warner’s new address and 
phone number is 1136 S. Monroe; 
431-9109 
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Church Leadership 
Elders 
Class of 2010 

Brian Hulse, Jenny Solper, Jean Maes, 
Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 
 

Class of 2011 
Don Kisela, Lisa Olson, Kirk Ryder 
Phil Mikulsky 

 

Class of 2012 
John Early, Jay Rietz, Dawn Spang 
David Young 

 

Clerk of Session: 
Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 

 

Deacons 
Class of 2010 

Judy Exl, Deb Shober , Peg Zenko, 
Susan Rietz 

 

Class of 2011 
Carol Mickelson, Lynne Shober, 
Regina Young 

 

Class of 2012 
Ann Argall, Russ Christensen, 
Holly Gehri, Sue Mikulsky 

 

Staff 
Pastor: 

The Reverend Dr. Randy Argall 
rargall@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Director of Christian Education: 
Megan Jurrens 
ce@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Deacons Prayer Chain:  
Peg Zenko  pegzenko@gmail.com 

 

Administrative. Assistant: 
Leah Mott 
office@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Financial Secretary: 
Linda Cigler  
lcigler@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Music Ministries: 
Allan Russell (Choir Director) 
Pat Piaskowski (Organist) 
Jenny Solper (Pianist) 
Mary Steeno (Children’s Choir) 

 

Custodian: 
Mary Belanger 

 

Ministry Cash Flow Report September 2009 
Beginning Balance    $1,292.43  
Receipts from Offering   $18,141.65  
Receipts from Endowment Funds  $1,500.00  

  $3,996.79  
Expenses     ($21,129.35) 
Payroll tax and transfer timing differences  $115.18  
Ending Balance    $3,916.70  

Receipts from Prior Years 

patients' lives, and they responded 
enthusiastically. In 1973 Medema be-
gan a career as a performing and re-
cording artist, recording albums for 
Word and Shawnee Press. 
In 1985 he founded Brier Patch Mu-
sic, an independent recording, pub-
lishing, and performance-booking 
company with headquarters in Grand-
ville, Michigan. Brier Patch creates 
musical expressions that celebrate all 
aspects of the human experience, with 
an emphasis on spirituality and such 
universal concerns as peace, justice, 
hunger, homelessness, and the envi-
ronment. 
Brier Patch's name is derived from 
the Uncle Remes stories that picture 

Brer Rabbit as having been born and 
raised in the Brier Patch, a place that is 
not comfortable for anyone else.  
Today Medema performs in a wide 
variety of venues, from local congrega-
tions to charity fund-raisers, to corpo-
rate conventions, to high school and 
university campuses.  The Sunday fol-
lowing his appearance in Green Bay, 
he will perform at the Crystal Cathe-
dral in Garden Grove, CA.  He and his 
wife Jane have been married since 
1965 and live in the San Francisco Bay 
area of California. Their family in-
cludes son Aaron and wife Sonya and 
grandchildren Charlotte, Henry and his 
daughter Rachel and her fiancée, Den-
nis. 

Ken Medema Concert (Continued from page 1) 

When Your Huts on Fire 
The only survivor of a shipwreck was 
washed up on a small, uninhabited 
island. He prayed feverishly for God 
to rescue him. Everyday he scanned 
the horizon for help, but none 
seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he 
eventually managed to build a little 
hut out of driftwood to protect him 
from the elements, and to store his 
few possessions. 
One day, after scavenging for food, 
he arrived home to find his little hut 
in flames, with smoke rolling up to 
the sky. He felt the worst had hap-
pened, and everything was lost. He 
was stunned with disbelief, grief, and 
anger He cried out, 'God! How could 
you do this to me?' 
Early the next day, he was awakened  

by the sound of a ship approaching the 
island! It had come to rescue him! 
'How did you know I was here?,' asked 
the weary man of his rescuers. 'We saw 
your smoke signal,' they replied. 
The Moral of This Story: 
It's easy to get discouraged when 
things are going bad, but we shouldn't 
lose heart, because God is at work in 
our lives.... even in the midst of our 
pain and suffering.  Remember that the 
next time your little hut seems to be 
burning to the ground. It just may be a 
smoke signal that summons the Grace 
of God. 
"Faith is not believing that God can.  
It is knowing that God will."  
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Finance Committee Meeting  September 2, 2009 

“Securing The Future of Your Church” 
Taxes Verses Choices 
Bob and Millie had owned the property 
in Iowa for over 25 years.  They had 
rented out the small home on it for $600 
a month and used that to pay property 
taxes and maintenance on the 10 acres.  
In 1990, at ages 69 and 68, with com-
mitment to enjoy life more, they had 
decided to sell this and other properties, 
to invest the proceeds conservatively, 
and to “See the world”. 
An appraisal revealed that the property 
they had paid $50,000 for was now 
worth $1.3 million dollars.  They quickly 
recognized that the sale would cause 
capital gain taxes of over $400,000.  Bob 
and Millie had always paid their taxes 
with some feeling of participating in the 
health of a nation.  But  $400,000?  That 
deserved some thought.  It would only 
take a split second for the federal gov-
ernment to spend that much and then 
what would they spend it on … a mili-
tary helicopter engine perhaps? 
What better use could be made of such 
a vast sum?  What about a mission?  
They discovered in talking with a Pres-
byterian representative, that a charitable 
gift of the property might eliminate the 
capital gains tax and even provide them 
a good income and a tax deduction.  
That sounded terrific.  So, they made 
contact with the Development Officer. 

Over the course of a few months work-
ing with the Foundation, Bob and Millie 
were able to make a gift of their prop-
erty into a charitable reminder unitrust.  
They had worked through several issues: 
1. How would their 3 children be treated 

if they gave away this major asset?  
They determined that if they had sold 
the property, their children would 
have inherited an asset worth 
$800,000.  With a total estate worth 
about $6million, they determined that 
each of the children would still re-
ceive approximately $1.7 million dol-
lars.  This sum, greater than they had 
ever dreamed, would be passed along 
to their children. 

2. The tax deduction of approximately  
$380,000 could be used to offset the 
capital gains from the sale of an addi-
tional property in that year.  Thus 
saving them an even greater amount 
in taxes and passing along more to the 
children. 

3. With the sale of the property, they 
would have had $800,000 (after ex-
penses) to invest.  If they were able to 
earn 8% income on that, it would 
have resulted in an income of $64,000 
per year.  With the Charitable Trust, 

having paid no capital gains taxes, 
being funded for $1.2 million (after 
expenses) at 7% they received almost 
$84,000 per year. 

4. Because of their good fortune in hav-
ing the property values grow, their 
vision and the means to fund a mis-
sion program greater than their local 
church had come into being. 

5. Instead of a military helicopter en-
gine, their fund could be used entirely 
for the work of the Lord namely 40% 
to their local congregation for their 
Endowment Fund, 40% to Christian 
Education in the church and 20% to 
new church development in their lo-
cal Presbytery. 

Bob and Millie still had that feeling of 
participating in the health of the nation, 
but now they got to choose which end 
beneficiaries got the benefit and even 
how they should spend it. 
To learn more about how to create or 
update your will, contact your Presbyte-
rian Foundation development officer, 
Karen Krum at 1-815-837-1305 or visit 
our website at: 
www.presbyterianfoundation.org .  We 
do hope that you will find this service a 
blessing to you and your family. 

During the congregational meeting on 
Sunday, September 13, 2009, the con-
gregation approved the Finance Com-
mittee moving forward with the sale of 
the property from the Russell G. Leicht 
bequest.  First Presbyterian Church of 
Green Bay has a ¾ interest in the prop-
erty located on the Bay in Suamico, Wis-
consin.  The other ¼ interest in the 
property was gifted to the Bay Lakes 
Council, Boy Scouts of America.  The 
Finance / Endowment Committee will 
coordinate the sale of the property on 
behalf of the Church and the Boy 
Scouts. 
The Ministry Budget Balance Sheet for 
August 2009 was reviewed. The total 
Ministry Budget for 2009 is $326,609.  

Ministry giving at the end of August 
2009 is $118,402,25, which is short 
$17,529.75 of the budgeted amount of 
$135,932.  A special gift of $10,000 was 
received this year and $3,996.79, from 
previous years expenses not used for 
pensions, totaling $13,996.79, has been 
used for the current Ministry Budget. 
Our budgeted expenses are down by 
$33,396.17, thanks to the diligence from 
our staff and committee members.  This 
year, to date (August 31, 2009), we have 
used $18,000 of bequeathed funds 
($18,000. budgeted for the year).  Bal-
ance sheet interest or principal was also 
budgeted ($71,859.00) to meet our 
monthly obligations.  To Date, August  

 

31, 2009, we have been used 21,500.  
The Ministry Budget has used a total of 
$39,500 of our bequeathed and balance 
sheet interest and principal. 
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All of our schools are talking about the 
importance of stopping the spread of 
germs, and viruses, so that our kids can 
stay healthy.  We would like to pass on 
this information to our congregation so 
that we can all stay healthy this winter.  
No matter how often we have heard this 
information before, once more doesn’t 
hurt. 
How Germs Spread 
The main way that illnesses like colds 
and flu are spread is from person to 
person in respiratory droplets of 
coughs and sneezes. This is called 
"droplet spread."  This can happen 
when droplets from a cough or 
sneeze of an infected person move 
through the air and are deposited on 
the mouth or nose of people nearby. 
Sometimes germs also can be spread 
when a person touches respiratory 
droplets from another person on a 
surface like a desk and then touches 
his or her own eyes, mouth or nose 
before washing their hands. We 
know that some viruses and bacteria 
can live 2 hours or longer on sur-
faces like cafeteria tables, doorknobs, 
and desks. 
How To Stop the Spread of Germs 

• Cover your mouth and nose 
• Clean your hands often 
• Remind your children to practice 

healthy habits, too 

• Cough or sneeze into a tissue and 
then throw it away. Cover your cough 
or sneeze if you do not have a tissue. 
Then, clean your hands, and do so 
every time you cough or sneeze. 

Clean Hands Save Lives! 
Keeping hands clean is one of the most 
important steps we can take to avoid 
getting sick and spreading germs to oth-
ers. It is best to wash your hands with 
soap and clean running water for 20 
seconds. However, if soap and clean 
water are not available, use an alcohol- 

based product to clean your hands. Al-
cohol-based hand rubs significantly re-
duce the number of germs on skin and 
are fast acting. 

When washing hands with soap and 
water: 

• Wet your hands with clean running 
water and apply soap. Use warm wa-
ter if it is available.  

• Rub hands together to make a lather 
and scrub all surfaces.  

• Continue rubbing hands for 20 sec-
onds. Need a timer? Imagine singing 
"Happy Birthday" twice through to a 
friend!  

• Rinse hands well under running water  
• Dry your hands using a paper towel 

or air dryer. If possible, use your pa-
per towel to turn off the faucet 

When should you wash your hands? 
• Before preparing or eating food  
• After going to the bathroom  
• After changing diapers or cleaning up 

a child who has gone to the bath-
room  

• Before and after tending to someone 
who is sick  

• After blowing your nose, coughing, 
or sneezing  

• After handling an animal or animal 
waste  

• After handling garbage  
• Before and after treating a cut or 

wound 
Remember: If soap and water are not 
available, use alcohol-based gel to clean 
hands. 

• Apply product to the palm of one 
hand 

• Rub hands together  
• Rub the product over all surfaces of 

hands and fingers until hands are dry. 

‘Tis the Season...Let’s Stay Healthy! 

Christian Education 

Liability Forms are Due! 
It is the policy of First Presbyterian 
Church to have a liability release form 
on file for each child attending Sunday 
school.  Please take a few moments to 
fill out these forms and return them to 
Megan Jurrens, the Christian Educa-
tion Director, by October 11, 2009.  If 
you have any questions or need new 
forms please let her know and she will 
be happy to assist you.  It only takes a 
few minutes and will protect your child 
in case of an emergency during the Sun-
day school hour. 

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast 
All men from First Presbyterian, and 
guests are invited to study the book of 
James with us starting on Saturday, Oc-
tober 3, in Banner Hall at 8:00a.m. 
James has some fascinating things to say 
about our faith.  “Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you”, James 
4:8.  “My dear brothers, take note of 
this: Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become an-
gry, for man's anger does not bring 
about the righteous life that God de-
sires.  Therefore, get rid of all moral filth 
and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, 
which can save you.” (James 1:19-21). 
Let’s explore this intriguing life guide 
together so that our friendship with 
God and each other may become 
stronger. 

Tuesday Lunch Bible Study 
The new adult Bible study on Tuesdays 
will be called The Ten Commandments 
“The Liberating Rules of God” from 
the Fisherman series.  Anyone is invited 
to attend on Tuesday from 11:00-12:30.  
Bring a lunch if desired and enjoy food, 
fellowship and God’s word! 
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Newsletter Deadline! 
The November deadline is October 16!  Please 
submit your ideas and of course your articles to 
jodie.harmsen@gmail.com or place them in 
the newsletter mailbox in the office workroom. 

Pres Folk 
Our September 17 meeting was a great suc-
cess. Our members presented their travel pic-
tures from Africa, sheet music collection from 
the past, post card collection-1904 the oldest, 
and memorabilia from Camp McCoy days. 
There will be a table setup at each meeting if 
you would like to share your treasure collec-
tion with us. We will enjoy seeing your items. 
The October meeting on the 15th, at 1:00 pm 
will feature a timely discussion of Home 
Health Care options. Our speaker is Anne 
Anderson from Home Care Advantage. 
We look forward to fellow-shipping together 
each month and would be glad to have you 
join us.  

October 
Birthdays!! 

Katie Mc Cormick 1 
Nancy Blashka 2 

James Charapata 2 
Carol Christensen 3 
Mary Barlament 6 

Wayne Price 7 
Nina Lundin 7 

Ann Price 7 
Shirley Schoffelman 8 

Gina Phillips 8 
Jack Kisela 8 

Jenn Christianson 9 
Verna Molzahn 10 

Alex Hearley 10 
Kyle Thomas 11 
Ernie Hedge 12 

Sally De Muth 15 
John 

Van Langendon 16 

Linda Van Pay 16 
Patrick Mc Cormick 16 

Diane Clemens 16 
Kelly Burbey 17 
Leah Osgood 19 

Brandon Hicks 20 
Mary Steeno 21 

Gary Van Pay 21 
Jesse Batal 25 

Tammy Escott 26 
Judy Knutzen-

Nerad 27 

Dawn Spang 28 
Keith Stange 29 

Groups 
Special Interests 

Esther Circle 
We are engaged in an exciting, thought-
provoking study of Joshua this year.  It was 
written by Mary Mikhael who teaches Christian 
Education in Beirut, Lebanon.  She brings a 
perspective of Joshua that we might never think 
of, that of a Middle Easterner.  Each lesson not 
only looks at Joshua but The Rev. Eugene 
March covers the history and the issues of the 
Middle East, various types of artwork are ex-
plored, and a meditation on the Bible passage is 
included.  We meet at 1:00 pm the second 
Thursday of each month. (October 8) 
Nancy Siewert would like to extend this study 
to all members of the congregation so contact 
her if you would be interested and when you are 
available. 

Taste & See Cookbook Corrections 
Zucchini Bread page 102. 
The following ingredients should be added to 
the recipe: 
3 cups flour 
1/2 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp cinnamon; CHANGE TO: 
1 1/2 tsp cinnamon 

Dining In 
Are you looking to meet more of the friendly 
faces here at First Pres.? May be you  just 
want to be able to have fellowship in a more 
leisurely way, or maybe you just love to be 
where there is good down home cooking!  
Dining In may be just for you.  Each Dining 
In group will be composed of 8-10 persons 
and rotates from month to month to a differ-
ent home.  It is great fun, great food, and of 
course great fellowship!  Sign up in the hall-
way or call the church office to add your 
name today. 

First Presbyterian Classifieds! 
Jamie Duda, who has been attending our 
church, is looking for cleaning or odd jobs to 
help the elderly.  They can contact her at 430-
1638.  Her mobile is 569-9670. 
For Sale: 
Boys XS (4-5) black wool zip jacket. Worn 
twice. Old Navy   $7.00 
Webkinz White Yorkie $10.00 
Webkinz White Seal $10.00 
Both have internet code tags attached. 
Bill and/or Vicki Klass 499 9522 
bvklass@sbcglobal.net 
Remember you too can advertise for Free in 
the First Pres Newsletter!  Please send your 
list of items, job postings, services, etc. to 
jodie.harmsen@gmail.com by the 16th of 
each month. 

Boy Scout Food Drive 
Supporting the Pantry 
The annual Boy Scout Food Drive will be held 
on Saturday, October 24, 2009.  Workers will 
be needed to pick up food and sort food.  Con-
tact Clarence Mickelson for more informa-
tion at 499-6326. 

Pastor Appreciation Month 
October is pastor appreciation month!  The 
worship committee invites you to bring cards 
of thank you and appreciation on Sunday Oc-
tober 18 so Pastor Randy does indeed know 
how much we are thankful for his call to us.  
The cards will be presented to him during wor-
ship - don’t worry, we do not expect him to 
open and read them all at that time!  He can do 
that at his leisure. 
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Quote of the Month 
Always do right - this will grat-
ify some and astonish the rest. 
Mark Twain 

2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
   1 2 3 

Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 
8:00 am 
Wedding of Gus 
Barlament and 
Christie Peters 4:00 
– 5:30 pm 

4 
Children’s Choir 8:45 am 
Sunday School 9:00 am 
Communion 
Worship 10:00 am 
Communion 
for Homebound 
1:15 pm – 4 pm 

5 
Building & 
Grounds 
6:30 - 8 pm 
 
Finance Committee 
6:30 – 8 pm 

6 
Food Pantry 
10 am – 12 pm 
 
Tuesday Adult Study  
11:00 –12:30 pm 

7 Rev. Diego Higuita 
from Columbia 
5:30 – 8:00 pm 
Dinner & presenta-
tion 
Chancel Choir 
7: 00 – 8:00 pm 
 
Youth Group 
6:15 –7:45 pm 

8 
Esther Circle 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

9 10 
Wedding of Kayla 
Walker and Randy 
Jones 
1:30 pm –3:00 pm 
 
Fireproof Study/ 
Potluck 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

11 
Children’s Choir 8:45 am 
Sunday School 9:00 am 
Worship 10:00am 

12 
Mission and Social 
Concerns 
5:00 – 7:00 pm 

13 
Tuesday Adult Study  
11:00 –12:30 pm 
 
Christian Education  
6:30 – 8 pm 

14 
Youth Group 
6:15 pm – 7:45 pm 
 
Chancel Choir 
7: 00 – 8:00 pm 

15 
Pres Folk 
1:00 pm –3:00 pm 

16 17 

18 
Children’s Choir 8:45 am 
Sunday School 9:00 am 
Worship 10:00 am 

19 20 
Food Pantry 
10 am – 12 pm 
Tuesday Adult Study  
11:00 –12:30 pm 

21 
Youth Group 
6:15 pm – 7:45 pm 
 
Chancel Choir 
7: 00 – 8:00 pm 

22 
History and Preser-
vation Committee 
9:30 am –10:30 am 
 
Deacons 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

23 24 

25 

Children’s Choir 8:45 am 
Sunday School 9:00 am 
Consecration Sunday 
Worship 10:00 am 
Celebration  Lunch 
11:00 am 

26 27 
Tuesday Adult Study  
11:00 –12:30 pm 

28 
Youth Group 
6:15 pm – 7:45 pm 
Chancel Choir 
7: 00 – 8:00 pm 
Winnebago Presby-
tery’s Fall Camp 

29 

Winnebago       
Presbytery’s Fall 
Camp 

30 

Winnebago       
Presbytery’s 
Fall Camp 

31 

Winnebago       
Presbytery’s Fall 
Camp 

The next gathering for the Fireproof 
Couple’s study will be on October 10th 
from 5 – 7 pm with a potluck dinner.  
Books will be arriving shortly so that 
participants can do the first lesson at 
home with your spouse before October 
10th.    Please review the books and let 
Dawn or Chuck Spang know if you have 
questions. The study consists of ques-
tions we will do 

as a group and questions for answering 
on your own and together as a couple.  
This is a challenging study but well 
worth the effort.  The next 5 sessions 
will continue the second Saturdays of 
each month through March.  Please join 
us even if you won’t be able to partici-
pate in each monthly get together. 

Fireproof Couples’ Study 
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The threat and reality of violence lurks 
just beneath the surface calm of Antio-
quia, Colombia, says the Rev. Diego 
Higuita-Arango, a Presbyterian pastor in 
the mountainous agricultural village 
where he serves. 
Right now is an apparent calm the vio-
lence is more psychological than physi-
cal, Higuita told the Presbyterian News 
Service in a Sept. 25, 2008 interview. 
Those who perpetrated the violence are 
still there, Higuita says of the protracted 
conflict that has pitted pro-government 
paramilitaries against guerilla forces with 
Colombian peasants and church people 
caught in the crossfire, but most of them 
are fatigued and looking for a change. 
Some combatants have fled, but are still 
luring.  International pressure has 
helped.  Strategies have changed.  The 
killings are more selective these days. 
In such a situation, It’s hard to be the 
church, Higuita says, noting that he is 
afraid for my life all the time.  Colombia  

Peace Passing All Understanding    by Jerry L. Van Marter (Presbyterian News Service) 

remains polarized, these days into pro- 
and anti-Uribe (Colombia’s president). 
Both sides want to force you to choose 
and everyone is caught in the middle, he 
says. 
The challenges for the war-torn country 
and the church are many, Higuita says. 
We must reconstruct the social web of 
our community after so many years of 
war, he says. Our children need educa-
tion and a sense of security. There is 
also much diaconal service, because lots 
of families have lost everything. Many 
are displaced. 
The fabric of communities like Antio-
quia has been so torn apart by the dec-
ades of violence that creating a dynamic 
peace is very difficult, Higuita says. How 
does the church create a community that 
understands the importance of faith? he 
queries. 
When people are assailed on all sides, he 
adds, We in the Presbyterian Church of  

Colombia understand ourselves to be in 
relationship with God, with the environ-
ment and with each other.  This sense of 
dynamic being includes all and our gen-
eral objective as a church is to uplift the 
human rights of each person. 

We have the great privilege of having 
the Rev. Diego Higuita join us for din-
ner on Wednesday, Oct. 7 at 5:30 in 
Banner Hall.  Rev. Higuita is the Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Presbyterian 
Church in Colombia and is a guest of 
the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program. 
He will speak to us after dinner then 
join our youth for another presentation.  
You are invited to hear Diego at both 
times. 
Dinner is homemade soup, sandwiches, 
bars and beverage for a donation of 
$5.00 Please sign-up on the sheet on the 
bulletin board in the lower hall way. 
If you have ever wondered how your 
peacemaking offering and mission dol-
lars are spent, come and meet Diego. 


