
 

  

September 2011   W h e r e  G o d ’ s  D r e a m  i s  A l i v e 

 

 

Crossroads 
The Newsletter of  First Presbyterian Church of  Green Bay 

The Christian Education Committee is 
excited to announce the start of the 
2011-2012 Sunday School year.  We are 
looking forward to another fun and 
faith-filled year featuring new           
curriculum and a new teaching format. 

The Live Big curriculum featuresa a 
“one-room classroom” approach.    
Children ages 3-12 will meet in a     
combined class that utilizes different 
learning styles to create a new           
atmosphere.  The curriculum features        
educational DVD segments and music.  
Each semester will have its own theme, 
main idea, Bible verse and song.  There 
will be two lead teachers and two 
teacher-helpers each Sunday.  Contact 
CE Director Megan Jurens if you 
would like to volunteer as a helper. 

Sunday School Kick Off 

Older youth ages 13 and up are invited 
to volunteer as helpers during Sunday 
School or join the Coffee House which 
meets on the second and fourth Sundays 
of the month.  Together with an adult 
leader, youth can sit back and enjoy a 
devotional or everyday topic of their 
choice in a relaxed setting. 

Adults are invited to a new class, “What 
Do Presbyterians Believe?”, taught by Nancy 
Siewert and Tammy Escott.  This class 
will meet from Sept. 11 to Oct. 2 in the 
Fellowship Room from 9:00-9:45 a.m. 

All classes begin on September 11.   
Sunday school will be help from 8:45 -
9:45 a.m. in Banner Hall. 
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A Time For All Seasons 

Ecclesiates  3:1-8 reminds us there is a 
time for everything is a Christians' life.  
There will be good days, and bad days.  
People coming into our lives, people 
moving to different places.  All in the 
plan of God.  Perhaps, we can loosely 
apply the meaning of this verse to    
September 4, 2011.  Sunday, September 
4th 2011 is the day we say a type of 
"good bye" to a friend of ours that has 
been part of our church family for a 
very long time (since about 1928), the 
Wangerin organ. September 4th is    
designated as the last time the Wangerin   
organ will be used for a church service.   

(Article continues on page 5) 

 

Pink Pumpkin 5K Run/Walk 

In support of those in our church family 
and others we know whose lives have 
been affected by cancer, the deacons are 
promoting the Pink Pumpkin 5K Walk/
Run.  It is a fund raiser for breast cancer 
– proceeds support cancer education 
and awareness in the greater Green Bay 
area through The Breast Cancer Family 
Foundation.  The date is October 1; the 
host site is St. John Lutheran Church, 
1700 Lost Dauphin Road (on the corner 
of Lost Dauphin and Scheuring Rd.),  
De Pere.  The deacons will have       
information and registration forms   
available following worship on the   
Sundays in September.  Registration is 
also available online at www.bcff.org.  It 
is our hope that we can have a “team” 
of Presbyterians participating!  

 

2011 Pink Pumpkin 5K Walk/Run 

Saturday, October 1, 2011 

St. John Lutheran Church 

De Pere 

9:00 AM 

www.bcff.org 
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I am going to try something different 
this fall.  It is a practice that has a long 
history in the Reformed tradition.  I am 
going to preach through an entire book 
of the Bible. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in Life Together, 
urges individuals and families to engage 
in the “consecutive reading of Biblical 
books.”  He argues that this will help 
increase our knowledge of Scripture and 
our understanding of ourselves as     
participants in God’s story. 

It was John Calvin’s practice in Geneva 
to preach in sequence through an entire 
book of the Bible.  He rejected the    
medieval lectionary because he believed 
the readings severed the passages from 
their context.  Many early Reformers 
followed Calvin’s example, including 
John Knox in Scotland. 

More recently, the lectionary has       
become accepted in many Reformed 
circles.  I believe the advantages far   
outweigh the disadvantages (after all, the 
preacher or a good study Bible can   
always supply the context of a passage!).  
This year, in September and October, 
the epistle readings on four of the  

Sundays come from Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians.  I have decided to 
expand on these selections, and     
actually read and preach through this 
entire letter.  The schedule will look 
like this: 

Sept 11  Philippians 1:1-20 

Sept 18  Philippians 1:21-30 

Sept 25  Philippians 2:1-13 

Oct 2     Philippians 2:14-30 

Oct  9  Philippians 3:1-11 

Oct 16  Philippians 3:12-16 

Oct 23  Philippians 3:17-4:9 

Oct 30  Philippians 4:10-23 

I encourage you to spend some time 
with this book.  Read it several times 
yourself in the coming weeks.  Let me 
know if you benefit from this        
approach.  If I hear from enough of 
you, perhaps I will try this again 
sometime soon. 

Peace, 

Pastor Randy 

We extend a warm and friendly spiritual 
environment that encourages and         
empowers people to worship and serve 
God.  We live and change with contemporary 
issues while maintaining traditional values,  
ethics, and Presbyterian practices. 
We are guided and sustained by God as we 
follow a flexible strategic plan that ad-
dresses growth, simplifies and prioritizes 
our objectives, and facilitates a vibrant 
ministry. 
Through our ministry we: 
 

Serve, lead, and live a lifestyle of 
Christian discipleship. 

 

Engage in local, national, and global 
mission & social concerns. 

 

Offer Christian education and        
fellowship opportunities where all feel 
a sense of belonging. 

 

Provide a sanctuary to rest, be        
restored, and be nourished during 
these busy and turbulent times. 

 

We are a community of faith where   
diversity is celebrated, individual spirituality is 
strengthened, cooperation is the common 
good, and understanding and love of one an-
other is paramount. 

To fulfill God’s plan 

To know, love, and serve God 

To welcome, spiritually enrich, 

and love one another. 

Vision Statement 

Mission Statement 

Newsletter Deadline! 

The deadline is September 26!  Please 
submit your articles to Jodie Harmsen  
place them in the newsletter mailbox in 
the workroom. 

Contributors for this issue are              
Pastor Randy, Ann Argall, Linda Cigler,                
Bobbie DeLaruelle, Stephanie Fahringer, 
Megan Jurrens, Leah Mott, Allen Russell, 
Dennis Siewert, and Amy Wittman 

Holy Humor 

"Somebody has said there are only two 
kinds of people in the world. There are 
those who wake up in the morning and 
say, "Good morning, Lord," and there 
are those who wake up in the morning 
and say, "Good Lord, it's morning." 

There was a very gracious lady who was 
mailing an old family Bible to her 
brother in another part of the country. 

"Is there anything breakable in here?" 
asked the postal clerk. 

"Only the Ten Commandments."      
answered the lady. 

 

A minister waited in line to have his 
car filled with gas just before a long 
holiday weekend. The attendant 
worked quickly, but there were many 
cars ahead of him. Finally, the     at-
tendant motioned him toward a     
vacant pump. 

"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm 
so sorry about the delay. It seems as if 
everyone waits until the last minute to 
get ready for a long trip." 

The minister chuckled, "I know what 
you mean. It's the same in my       
business." 
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Church Leadership 
Elders 
 

Class of 2012 
John Early, Jay Rietz, Dawn Spang, 
and, Nancy Siewert 
 

Class of 2013 
Brian Hulse, Kay Davis, Brian Kage, 
and Hollister Jansen 

 

Class of 2014 
Bruce Deadman, Tammy Escott, Tom 
Schoffelman and Barry Siewert 
 

 

Clerk of Session: 
Tammy Escott 

 

Deacons 
 

Class of 2012 
Ann Argall, Russ Christensen, 
Holly Gehri, and Sue Mikulsky 
 

Class of 2013 
Deb Shober, Abby Jackson,                 
and Amy Wittman 

 

Class of 2014 

Gifty Okyere-Berko, Janette Bies, 
Ruth King, and Lynne Shober 

 
 

Staff 
Pastor: 

The Reverend Dr. Randy Argall 
rargall@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Director of Christian Education: 
Megan Jurrens 
ce@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Administrative. Assistant: 
Leah Mott 
office@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Financial Secretary: 
Linda Cigler  
lcigler@firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

Music Ministries: 
Allan Russell (Choir Director) 
Don VerKuilen (Organist) 
Jenny Solper (Pianist) 
Mary Steeno (Children’s Choir) 

 

Custodian: 
Mary Belanger 

 

Prayer Circle: 

 

Special Concerns: 

Bill Burns, Bellevue 
Retirement            
Community; Ralph 
Rasmussen, Angel’s 
Touch Assisted Living 
in DePere; Alice   
Ackerboom,       
Bornemann Nursing 
Home; Dorothy Shell, 
Marla Vista;  Louise Anderson, 
Woodside Oaks; Marie Renier, Marla 
Vista; Catherine Parkinson, at 
home; Peggy Wolfe, Renaissance; 
Eileen Warner, Rebecca Haven 
Nursing Home; Marguerite Schader 
Hall, Bellevue Retirement            
Community and Virginia Turner, 
(Brian Hulse' mother) Columbus, 
Ohio. 

 

Christian Sympathy: 

To Shirley, Tom, Teresa, Brandt, and 
Aaron Schoffelman on the passing of 
Les Schoffelman on August 13. 

 

 

Ongoing Concerns: 

Dan Larson, Pat Piaskowsi, 
Kay Cartier, Tracie Varner, 
Dierdre Rasmussen, Karen 
Walker, Diane Slago and Jim 
Bouche (friends of Dorothy 
Shell) Olivia Roosa 
(granddaughter of Sue and 
Allan Russell) Gerald Van Pay 
(brother of Gary Van Pay), 

Rose Marie Rhoads (Linda Van 
Pay’s sister-in-law),  Don Kisela’s 
parents, Cheri Housel (Ginny 
Amen’s niece), Meredith Ingram, 
Barbara Batal, Heather Lasnoski, 
Richard       Parkinson, Dayle 
Rosen, Scotty Herman (Green     
Beret), (grandson of Elsie Herman), 
serving in Afghanistan. 

 

 

To the family and friends of          
Barb Lasnoski, who passed away on 
August 18. 

Church Life 

Dear Friends and Family! 

Greetings to you from Berlin! We are 
now at home again, and learning daily 
about where that is.  Emma, in the 9th 
grade this year, started school         
yesterday at the John F. Kennedy 
School – a German public school 
founded 50 years ago to bring       
German and American children     
together in a cross cultural school   
environment. There was a large 
American population here at that time, 
with the Berlin Brigade, an American 
garrison in West Berlin.  The          
experiment, which began with 50   
children, has thrived, and now the 
school is the largest in the city. We are 
deeply thankful that Emma has a place 
there.  They have long waiting lists 
and we see her acceptance as a gift 
from God. 

 

It has been a summer to remember, 
except that much of it seems blurred. 
Sometimes I have to look back at my 
calendar and pictures to remember the 
details. The last time I wrote to you, I 
was alone in Moscow, waiting for the 
girls to arrive. They arrived without 
significant problems, though Meg  
arrived sick.  The MacPherson team 
arrived two days later and we all 
headed to Oryol for their yearly     
baptism on the river, and I returned to 
Moscow to continue sorting. Meg    
returned a few days later for a doctor’s 
appointment, leaving Emma in camp 
to take care of the group. Meg felt so 
bad, that she stayed on for several 
days with me, and when she was able 
to get back to camp, she felt even 
worse (continues of page 5) 

mailto:ce@firstpresgreenbay.org
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Finance 

The Finance Committee reviewed the 
income Statements & Balance Sheets 
for June and July 2011. 

Review; 

On May 9, 2011 a motion was made and 
passed by the Finance Committee to 
adopt a cash flow budgeting policy of 
providing access to $4,000 monthly for 
the current Ministry Budget, beginning 
July 1st. 

From the Finance Committee Minutes 
of May 9, 2011. 

Letter received dated 04/28/11 from 
the Eply Land Company referencing the 
renewal of the mineral rights to eight 
acres of property on Section 16, Bryant 
County, Oklahoma.  Offer was for $500 
per acre for 5 years plus 3/16 or 19% 
Royalty.  This is from a bequest from 
the Jones Estate.  Motion made and 
passed: To accept the offer. 

The Church has received a $4,000 check 
from the above. 

We celebrate with the final disposition 
of the Marion Waldron Estate.  A check 
has been received for $2,008.32 and will 
be added to Marion’s initial contribution 
in her fund in our Church’s Perpetual 
Endowments.    

Budgeted Giving To Date $122,386.81 

Received Amount $106,504.20 

Special Gifts $ 10,000.00 

Budgeted Expenses To Date$167,042.75 

Actual Expenses To Date $162,248.95 

Other Income Budgeted $ 19,025.00 

Received to Date $ 11,747.40 

Endowment Budgeted  $ 35,686.00 

Amount Used To Date $ 24,500.00 

Bequest income Budgeted  $   6,000.00 

Amount Used to Date: $   6,000.00 

2011 Ministry Budget Expenses 

$286,359.00 

2011 Ministry Budget Income 

$270,517.00 

2011 Ministry Budget Special Note: 

Approved Budget has a deficit of 
$15,842.00 

Special Giving Opportunities 

2011 Capital Budget for Special Projects 
$10,332.00.   

Carpet Cleaning  $      132.00 

Sidewalk Repairs $      500.00 

Landscaping $   3,500.00 

Ski Trip $      700.00 

 (Funded by Christian Education 
 Endowment) 

Personnel & Administration
   $   8,500.00 

Highlights from Finance 

 

2011 - Ministry Budget 

July 31, 2011 – Status 

Securing the Future of Your 
Church 

Biblical study can provide many        
opportunities to increase our             
understanding of God’s purposes for 
our   resources.  The Old Testament 
tells us, gifts were given primarily for         
atonement, for support of the priestly 
functions and to support less fortunate 
people. (cf. Exodus 30:11-16 and Amos 
4:4-5).  Faithful people were to give 
from the first fruits of harvest and to 
leave some in the fields for others to 
gather (cf. Leviticus 19:9-10 and       
Deuteronomy 26:10-11). 

In the New Testament, Jesus frequently 
spoke of the “grace of liberality.”  Paul 
in his second letter to the Corinthians, 
focuses on the sprit in which the gift is 
made, not the amount (8:2-4) and urges 
them to excel in this grace of giving 
(8:10). 

Endowment Funds and programs are 
part of a larger vision of stewardship.  
Our usual image of stewardship revolves 
around giving from our current income 
or financial status.  This supports the 
present such as our annual Ministry 
Budget.  Gifts of endowment come 
from accumulated assets to share your 
vision for your Church’s future.        
Endowments are established on the   
generosity of those whose vision in-
cludes a fuller response to the mission 
of God in the world.  

***First Presbyterian Church of 
Green Bay does have an Endowment 
Charter whose guidelines are admin-
istered by the Finance Committee.  
Brochures as well as other              
information are available.  

 Ministry Cash Flow July, 2011 

Beginning Balance    $1,391.13  

Receipts from Offering   $13,840.10  

Perpetual 5% Income   $7,500.00  

Expenses     ($21,543.76) 

Payroll tax and transfer timing differences  (30.47)  

Ending Balance    $1,157.00  

 

“We are surrounded by 

God’s benefits. 

The best use of these  

benefits is an unceasing   

expression of gratitude.” 

- John Calvin 



 

5 

Missionary Letter 

(continued from page 3) 

and spent several days sleeping in her 
tent (not like Meg at all, so we know 
how crummy she felt). Emma rose to 
the challenge and did a great job of 
translating and taking care of her sister. 
The team did a great job too.   We had 
MacPherson’s pastor, Jim Randall, two 
men that have spent the last 3 years 
helping with renovations of a house the 
church purchased as a base for the camp 
(bathroom facilities, kitchen and future 
dining hall) and 5 youth, who            
participated in all the camp activities. 
The relationship has been growing over 
the course of 13 years. The bonds     
between members of the two churches 
are deep and wide. MacPherson has  
invited the church in Oryol to send 
three to North Carolina next summer to 
participate in their mission trip to a 
work camp in West Virginia. We are all 
excited about the prospects. 

In the midst of all my sorting and pack-
ing, I found a couple of days to go to 
Davidovo and spend some time in the  

 

camp for handicapped children and their 
families, and to talk with Father     
Vladimir and some of the staff about 
their hopes and dreams for the camp 
and for community projects. Davidovo 
is a place I am drawn back to            
continually. It was a dying village until 
Father Vladimir and his family, with the 
help of many friends and some of the 
villagers, began to restore the church, 
which after 70 years of neglect was in 
ruins. The community that came out of 
this experience looked around at the 
needs of the village, and began to      
respond. They established a              
kindergarten, an elementary school for 
children struggling in regular classrooms, 
a shelter for teenage boys, and restored 
the farm, providing work for the     
community. 

The camp for handicapped children and 
their families is another response to the 
needs they have seen around them. They 
look ahead to establishing a center for 
the handicapped and think about the 
issues families fear most – what happens  

Ungabunga Tribe 

Youth Group or better known as the 
Ungabunga Tribe will resume on      
September 14, from 6:25 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m. in the youth group room.  
Bring along your favorite snack to stock 
our kitchen! 

Youth group is held every Wednesday 
night!  So come join the fun and fellow-
ship with your 6 - 12 grade friends.   

 

well.   A time to rejoice, a time to refrain 
from rejoicing.  Sunday September 4th 
will be that kind of day at FPC.  It will 
be a day where there will be some     
sadness in parting with the Wangerin 
organ.  At the same time, some rejoicing 
too, will take place.  Knowing that a 
new, and improved organ will be         
installed in December of this year.  To a 
certain degree, the Wangerin will 'live 
on'.   Along with new organ pipes, most 
the current pipes will be used, and   
careful consideration will be used to  
recapture the (original) Wangerin 
sound...only better.  In everything, let us 
rejoice! 

 

to the children when their parents die. 
[Father Vladimir has asked me about the 
possibility of visiting some facilities for 
adult handicapped   as they think about 
this issue. As we think about a possible 
trip, I would be grateful for any        
suggestions of places we ought to see.] 

I hope I can find people ready to partici-
pate in one of the two camp sessions 
next summer. They are always looking 
for volunteers and they would welcome 
an American group. They had some  
Romanians this year. The only common 
language was English. They managed. I 
am confident that this would be an   
extraordinary experience for anyone that 
came. It is a place that restores the soul. 

Al is writing a newsletter to update you 
all on Roma issues, so I’ll let him share 
about the Roma camp. We had another 
team from Crestwood PC in Richmond 
that came to visit their partner in Kirovo
-Chipetsk. Gordon Shaffer, the leader of 
that team, has been coming to Russia as 
long as I have, so he is quite           
(continues to page 8) 

Special Interests 

A Time for All Seasons 

(continued from page 1) 

This will be an extremely special day 
(Communion service, too) for FPC and 
FPC members.  For those interested, it 
will be a great chance to get a close look 
at the Wangerin organ, as well as the 
pipe chamber.  In the coming weeks, the 
pipes will be removed from the      
chamber.  They will be sent to Georgia 
where Phil Swartz (organ builder) has 
his shop, for voicing and tuning.  Also, 
work will begin to improve the pipe 
chamber to accomodate the pipes when 
they are returned and installed.  The 
organ console will be removed from the 
sanctuary sometime in the near future a 
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Audrey Rasmussen 

Addison Kage 

Nancy Siewert 

Linda Michael 

Stephanie Kabacinski 

Bejamin Mc Cormick 

Patty Kabacinski 

Sara Kisela 

Marian Turk 

Connie Early 

Susan Padgett 

Grant Fernstrum 

Brooke Sibley 

Sarah Solper 

Bonita Kuchenbecker 

Lisa Olgren 

Tia Padgett 

Andrew Houle 

Lucas Houle 

Gabrielle Minor 

David Anderson 

 

The deacons are looking for volunteers 
to help serve and clean up after funeral 
lunches.  If you re willing to help please 
contact Ann Argall. 

Chancel Choir 

All who like to sing are invited to      
participate in the choir program.        
Rehearsals are held at 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday in the choir room.  

Special Interests 

Blessings at “The Cup” 

On July 30th 2011, Trinity Lutheran and 
FPC provided “Project Friendship” for 
the Cup of Joy neighborhood.  It is so 
wonderful working side by side with the 
beautiful Trinity members! 

We served in the vicinity of about 350 
folks.  The weather was absolutely   
beautiful.  We had games, face painting 
for kids of every age, great music and 
lots of wonderful fellowship! 

Stephanie’s friend Danny came to check 
it out, and ended up flipping burgers 
with another of her friends Sheldon  

 

from Madison, and our own Dan      
Larson.  The Trinity folks shared so 
much – their time, energy, and especially 
their kitchen. (If you are missing some-
thing, i.e. a bowl, dish, or serving ware, 
stop by Trinity to fine it). 

The folks we served were all so grateful 
for an old fashioned picnic on a      
beautiful summer Saturday. 

So, THANK YOU to all for everything 
you did – cooked, served, cleaned up, 
face painted, games and more.  Simply 
thank you everyone for everything!  God 
has blessed us all! 

Volunteer for Funeral lunches 

September Birthdays! 

Lisa Escott 

Kevin Kabacinski 

Brad Jurrens 

A.J. Walker 

Tammy Rockow 

Bryan Ryder 

Hendrik Akerboom 

Benjamin Anderson 

Matthew Clemens 

Paul Weckop 

Jon Tessier 

Scott Harmsen 

Jessica Kabacinski 

Wyatt Stenson 

Lacy Schimmel 

Brandt Schoffelman 

Donna Jansen 

Kristen Rietz 

Sara Bostedt 

Jody Minor 

Stacy Montalvo 

Thomas Clemens 

History and Preservation 

We remind you that we are working to 
preserve our History and would like you 
to give us anything you think would be 
of interest to church Members in the 
years to come. 

Also, we could use some help!  Marj 
Crowl, Ginney Amen, Clarence 
Mickelson and myself (Bobbie    
DeLaruelle) try to update photo’s,    
articles, etc. for about an hour and a half 
the last Wednesday of each month. 

Some silver pieces have appeared in 
room 208 where we work.  If you have 
left them there, please inform us of their 
story.   

Also, if anyone has a photo of Dorothy 
Shell at her 100th birthday party would 
you share please!   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Esther Circle 
1:00 – 2:30 pm 
 

Stephen Ministry 
6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Nativity Catholic 
Church 

2 3 

4 
Worship 10:00 am 
Communion 
 

Communion for the 
Homebound 
1:15 - 4:00 pm 

5 
LABOR DAY 
Office Closed 

6 
Personnel and                   
Administration  
9:00 am - 11:00 am 
 

Early Headstart 
3:00 - 8:00 pm 

7 
Choir Rehearsal 
Resumes 
7:00 - 8:00 pm 

8 9 10 

Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 

8:00 - 10:00 am 

11 
Sunday School Kickoff!  
Breakfast for SS     
Parents and             
Congregation members  
8:45 - 9:45 am 
 

Bible Study “What do 
Presbyterians Believe”  
8:45-9:45 am 
 

Coffee House 9:00 am 
 

Worship 10:00 am 
 

Confirmation Class   
5:45 - 8:00 pm 
 

Dinner for Prospective 
Members 6:00 - 8:00 pm 

12 
Staff Meeting 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm 
 

Evangelism 
5:30 - 6:30 pm 
 

Building & Grounds 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Finance Committee 
6:30 – 8:00 pm 

13 
Presbytery Meeting in 
Manitowoc 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Food Pantry  
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Tatters 12:30 - 3:00 pm 
 

Early Headstart 
3:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Mission and Social          
Concerns 5:30 pm 
 

Seymour Park Mtg. 
5:30 - 6:30 pm 
 

Christian Education  
6:30 - 8:00 pm 

14 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 - 8:00 pm 

15 

The Commoners 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm 
 

Pres Folk  
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Stephen Ministers  
6:00 – 7:00 pm 
Nativity Catholic 
Church 
 

Worship            
Committee 
7:00 – 8:00 pm 

16 17 

18 
Sunday School and 
Adult Study (What do 
Presbyterians Believe?) 
8:45 - 9:45 am 
 

Worship 10:00 am 

19 20 
Tatters 12:30 - 3:00 pm 
 

Early Headstart 
3:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Church Chix at Fox 
Harbor on the patio  
6:00 - 8:00 pm 

21 
Stewardship   
5:15 - 6:15 pm 
 

Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 - 8:00 pm 

22 
The Commoners 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm 
 

Deacons 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 

23 24 

25 
Baptism of           
DeAndre Jones 
Worship 10:00 am 
 

Confirmation Class at 
Divine Temple       
11:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

26 27 
Food Pantry  
10 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Tatters 12:30 - 3:00 pm 
 

Early Headstart 
3:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Session 6:30 - 8:30 pm 

28 
History &    
Preservation 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 
 

PEO Meeting 
5:30 - 10:00 pm 
 

Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 - 8:00 pm 

29 
The Commoners 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

30  
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First Presbyterian Church 

200 S. Ashland Avenue 

Green Bay, WI 54303 
 

Phone: 920-437-8121 

Fax:     920-437-0720 

 

Visit us Online! 
www.firstpresgreenbay.org 

 

comfortable taking his groups out there 
without our assistance. They had a great 
visit, and we had time to connect when 
they returned to Moscow. 

On July 24, we departed for Berlin. The 
adventure continues! It has been an 
amazing month. We stayed in a friend’s 
apartment for the first few days, until we 
could buy enough furniture to function. 
We moved into our flat with two beds 
and a sofa. Over the last four weeks, we 
have made 10 trips to IKEA and 
scoured used furniture options on 
Craig’s list and at a local charity shop. It 
was nearly 2 weeks before we had a 
functioning kitchen (an IKEA kitchen, 
so we had to build it ourselves). We 
managed in the meantime with the    
purchase of a microwave and a very tiny 
grill. Because we had no refrigerator, we 
walked to the store 3 times a day. We are 
still not done, but the flat is now quite 
comfortable in a very European style. 
We like it. 

We purchased bicycles early on, and 
those have been wonderful.  We have, 
though, recognized that  there are     
challenges to living in Berlin because of 
the  bicycle lanes. I have never lived in a 
place where I had to be looking both 
ways quite so much. Crossing the street 
is easy enough, but the bicycle lanes  
often run along half of the sidewalk, and 
the bicycles can come from either      
direction at great speed. When we are in 
the bicycle lanes on our own bicycles, 
we have to watch constantly for         
pedestrians who will wander into the 
lanes and cars that will crowd our lanes 
to make their turns.  Last weekend, we 
rode our bicycles out to Babelsberg near 
Potsdam, to see a castle. It was a      
wonderful day with glorious weather and 
we enjoyed the trip very much. On the 
way back, I was in the lead (because I’m 
the slowest) and rang my bell (all       
bicycles in Germany have bells – it’s a 
law) to warn a woman to get out of the  

bicycle lane. She politely moved out of 
the lane, but as I passed, her father    
suddenly walked into the lane sending 
me flying. I am bruised, but considering 
the fall, came out of it pretty well. My 
bicycle is     waiting for a new rim and 
spokes. The bicycles are essential, but 
we recognize the risks. We will continue 
to be careful. 

I want to remind you all that the Russian 
Mission Network is coming up very 
soon. This year it will be held in Omaha, 
NE from September 22-24. We have 
several Russian participants this year. It 
is always a powerful time of fellowship , 
exploring best practices (and not-so-
good ones) and sharing what is         
happening in different parts of          
Russia.  Please consider joining us.    
Everyone that comes adds something 
important to the whole. Let me know if 
you would like contact information. 

Love and blessings, 

Ellen & Al 
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