
 

  

July/August 
2009 

Summer Sunday 
Schedule 

Worship 10:00 am 

Visit us Online! 

“Project Friendship” 
The annual neighborhood out-

reach, "Project Friendship" will 

be held on July 25 from 11:30 

am to 1:30 pm, at the Cup of 

Joy on Broadway.  This is a great 

opportunity for all of our church 

members including families to 

give of their time to serve those 

in need.  We picnic with the 

neighbors and feed our own spirit 

in the process.  Please join us! 

There's Something Happening 
Deep in the Heart of the Bayou August 3-6... 

And you're invited!  Come make a splash at 
Crocodile Dock this summer!  First Presby-
terian Church is partnering with Trinity 
Lutheran and Resurrection Lutheran 
churches for a joint Vacation Bible School 
for the neighborhood.  Come join charac-
ters like Jacques le Croc and Blossom the 
Opossum for songs, bible stories, games, 
crafts, God Sightings, and of course food!  
This four night event, which includes din-
ner, is open to all ages so bring the whole 
family! 

For easy registration see page 8 of the 
newsletter or go online to www.firstpresgreenbay.com and follow the VBS link!  Just fill 
out the form for your family and return it to church before August 2nd.  Are you interested 
in joining the Swamp Staff and volunteers at Crocodile Dock?  Check out the registration 
form and select an area where you want to share your talents, or contact Megan Jurrens! 

VBS will take place at Resurrection Lutheran Church, located at 1024 Shawano Ave, 
Green Bay.  Monday August 3, registration starts at 5:00 pm, and activities are sched-
uled from 5:30 pm until 8:00 pm.  Activities are planned the following nights, August 4 - 6 
from 5:30 pm until 8:00 pm.  This will surely be an event that you won’t want to miss! 

Kaitlin Exl 
Kaitlin graduated from East High School.  
She has volunteered her time this year at 
the Bay Area Humane Society.  Kaitlin 
plans to attend The University of Wiscon-
sin – Green Bay, or Northeast Wisconsin 
Technical College in the spring of 2010 to 
pursue Law Enforcement or Design. 

Amanda Jackson 
Amanda graduated from Green Bay West 
High School.  She has been involved in 
volunteering her time over the past year; 
the most recent being the Postal Service 
Food Drive.  Amanda will attend the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin – Stevens Point.  She 
plans to double major in International 
Studies and French.  She also wants to pur-
sue a minor in Peace Studies, the main rea-
son she picked Stevens Point.  After col-
lege she hopes to join the Peace Corps. 

High School Graduates 

Ben McCormick 
Ben graduated from Bay Port High School.  
He was a member of the Soccer team for 4 
years; playing Varsity for 2 years and was the 
team captain this year.  He was also a La-
crosse team member for 4 years playing Var-
sity for 3 years and also team captain this 
year.  Ben made All Conference Honorable 
Mention in soccer and All Conference Sec-
ond Team in Lacrosse.  Ben will pursue a 
college education in teaching at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin -Stevens Point.  He also 
hopes to play Lacrosse while attending col-
lege. 

Lacy Schimmel 
Lacy graduated from Pulaski High School.  
She has been a FFA Officer and plays 
hockey.  She will attend Carroll University in 
the fall to study physical therapy. 

Amanda Weckop 
Amanda graduated from Green 
Bay Southwest High School.  She 
has many accolades including an 
Academic Letter, Varsity Tennis 
Letter (3 years), Band Letter (3 
years), Varsity Softball (1 year),  
Honor Roll (4 years), Coaches 
Award for tennis (Junior and Sen-
ior Year).  She is currently a life-
guard for the City of Green Bay.  
She volunteers her time at the 
Special Olympics & Hand-N-
Hand of Northeast Wisconsin 
(help teach children who are deaf,  
or hard of hearing).  Amanda’s 
future plans include attending 
Carroll University in the fall to 
study nursing and possibly play 
tennis. 
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Mission Statement 

To fulfill God’s plan 

To know, love, and serve God 

To welcome, spiritually enrich, 

and love one another. 

Elders 
 

Class of 2010 Brian Hulse Jenny Solper 
  Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 
  Jean Maes 
 

Class of 2011 Don Kisela Lisa Olson 
  Phil Mikulsky Kirke Ryder 
 

Class of 2012 John Early Jay Rietz 
  Dawn Spang David Young 
 

Clerk of Ses: Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 
 

Deacons 
 

Class of 2010 Judy Exl Deb Shober   

  Peg Zenko Susan Rietz 
 

Class of 2011 Carol Mickelson 

 Lynne Shober 

 Regina Young 
 

Class of 2012 Ann Argall Russ Christensen 
  Holly Gehri Sue Mikulsky 
 

Staff 
 

Pastor:   The Reverend Dr. Randy Argall 
 
 

Director of Christian Education: 
  Megan Jurrens 
   
 

Deacons Prayer Chain:  
  Peg Zenko 
  Jo Leicht 
 

Admn. Asst: Leah Mott 
 
 

Fin. Sec: Linda Cigler  
 
 

Choir Dir: Allan Russell 
 

Custodian: Mary Belanger  
 

Organist: Pat Piaskowski 
 

Pianist:  Jenny Solper 

We extend a warm and friendly spiritual environment that 
encourages and empowers people to worship and serve 
God.  We live and change with contemporary issues while main-
taining traditional values, ethics, and Presbyterian practices. 
We are guided and sustained by God as we follow a flexible 
strategic plan that addresses growth, simplifies and priori-
tizes our objectives, and facilitates a vibrant ministry. 
Through our ministry we: 
 

♦ Serve, lead, and live a lifestyle of Christian discipleship. 
 

♦ Engage in local, national, and global mission & social 
concerns. 

 

♦ Offer Christian education and fellowship opportunities 
where all feel a sense of belonging. 

 

♦ Provide a sanctuary to rest, be restored, and be nour-
ished during these busy and turbulent times. 

 

We are a community of faith where diversity is celebrated, 
individual spirituality is strengthened, cooperation is the com-
mon good, and understanding and love of one another is para-
mount. 

Vision Statement 

Church Leadership 

Inside Crossroads              Page 

Church Leadership  2 

Vision & Mission   2 

Pastor’s Notes  3 

Christian Education  4 

Newsletter Deadline! 
Articles for the September issue are due on August 16!  
Please submit your ideas and of course your articles to 
Jodie Harmsen, or by dropping them off in the newslet-
ter mailbox in the office workroom. 

HYMN No.365 
A minister was completing a temperance sermon. 

With great emphasis he said, 'If I had all the beer in the world, 
I'd take it and pour it into the river.' 

With even greater emphasis he said, 'And if I had all the wine in 
the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river.' 

And then finally, shaking his fist in the air, he said, 'And if I had 
all the whiskey in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the 
river.' 

Sermon complete, he sat down. 

The hymn-leader stood very cautiously and announced.  With a 
smile, nearly laughing, 'For our closing hymn, let us sing Hymn 
No.365, 'Shall We Gather at the River.' 

Inside Crossroads              Page 

Finance & Mission  5 

July Calendar/Birthdays 6 

August Calendar/Birthdays 7 
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It was a year ago this August that Lucia Stanfield came to Green Bay to visit First Presbyte-
rian Church and her old friends.  We had invited her because she had given the church a 
major gift and had asked us about our dreams for the church.  We wanted Lucia to hear 
some of these dreams and to be a part of the discussion. 

The Session has held a series of “discernment” retreats over the course of the past year in 
order to discover what God is doing in our midst and the ways that the people of God are 
being called to participate in what God is doing.  In the coming weeks, you will hear more 
about the discernment process and where we have been led.  The Session will be making a 
major effort to communicate and implement the results of our process.  I will preach a series 
of sermons this fall on God’s dreams for us and write about them regularly in my blog.  You 
will also learn more from other sources, such as the newsletter, the bulletin, Minutes for Mis-
sion, and informal conversations. 

After listening to you and to the Spirit, the Session was basically led to four different op-
tions.  Our dreams are 1) to enhance mission opportunities, 2) to expand the ministry of our 
food pantry, 3) to engage the elderly, and 4) to create a welcoming entrance to our building 

and connect regularly with people.  As you can see, there is some overlap between options 1 and 2 (about mission) and op-
tions 3 and 4 (about people).  Indeed, even these two categories are really one when we understand that the mission of the 
church is about personal interaction. 

Therefore, the Session is now “resting” with the dream that God is calling each of us to a personal mission.  The Session will 
soon begin to discuss what it means for us to be a “missional” church.   Much of this will be shared with the congregation.  
For the present, the Session has designated a portion of Lucia’s gift as a matching fund for the new sound system.  The Ses-
sion has also approved an architectural, three-dimensional drawing of a proposed new entrance to our church building.  Ob-
viously no decision has been made, but we wanted to see what a new welcoming space might look like.  This is more of a 
long-range dream! 

I am very excited about what is happening at First Presbyterian Church.  We are a people that keeps alive God’s dream for a 
better world! 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Randy 

A Note from Pastor Randy 

Crossroads is “Going Green” 
Crossroads is one of First Presbyterian’s main communica-
tion tools.  It is our home link that keeps us connected 
and informed about our church family.  We want to make 
this tool not only informative, but also financially and en-
vironmentally friendly.  One easy way to do this is to “Go 
Green”.  We will continue to provide Crossroads online and 
also send it electronically to your e-mail inbox!  If you 
don’t have e-mail, no need to worry.  We will print black 
and white copies available for pick up at church the first 
Sunday of every month, or we will mail them to our 
homebound members who are not able to pick them up.  
Crossroads will be “Green” starting with the September 
issue.  Please help us update your email address as well as 
your home information so that you won’t miss the next 
issue, and you can stay informed about the happenings 
here at First Presbyterian Church. 

Update Information for Crossroads 
 

Name: 
 

Email: 
 

Name: 
 

Email: 
 

Address: 
 

City: State: Zip: 
 

Home Phone: Cell Phone: 

Please return this portion to church, or 
email Leah Mott. 
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Quote of the Month 
Maturity is the ability to do a job 
whether or not you are supervised, To 
carry money without spending it, And 
to bear an injustice without wanting to 
get even. 

-Ann Landers 

Preparation for Communion 
Postponed 

The preparation for communion work-
shop has been postponed until fall.  
Look for updates coming soon!  Please 
contact Megan Jurrens for more infor-
mation. 

Teachers Needed 
for Next Fall! 

Have you always loved working with 
kids?  Sharing God’s word?   Wanting 
to know more about God’s word?  
Then teaching may be the thing for 
you!  Teaching our youth about God 
is rewarding and valuable not only to 
the children but to those who serve.  
It can also be a self discovery about 
spirituality and personal belief.  Share 
your talents this fall by becoming a 
Sunday School Teacher!  How to get 
involved?  Contact Megan Jurrens. 

Youth Group Summer Dates 
July 23rd pool party at the 

Mc Cormick’s 

August 20-23 Camping 

(may be subject to change) 

Pres Folk 
Our special June meeting was very 
well received. 

Rev. Tricia Matthews entertained us 
with her inspirational readings while 
she projected beautiful companion 
watercolor paintings. 

She then created two paintings as we 
watched, and she explained the tech-
niques that she uses.  It was such fun 
to see how much pleasure and satis-
faction she received as she went about 
mixing the colors on her palette and 
applying them to the canvases. 

Our next meeting will be August 20.  
This is the annual planning meeting 
for the coming year.  All are invited. 

Special Summer 
Music 

Because the Chancel Choir does 

not sing for worship services 

during the summer, it is hoped 

that "special music" can be 

scheduled for each Sunday ser-

vice. This music can be vocal or 

instrumental. It can be a solo, a 

duet, or a selection by a group. 

If you like to sing or play an 

instrument, you are encouraged 

to participate in the summer 

music program by calling Allan 

Russell. 

Church Basement Ladies 
Church Basement Ladies is headed back to 
the Meyer Theatre in downtown Green 
Bay August 26 at 2pm, August 27 at 2pm 
& 7pm and August 28 at 7pm.  After a 
sold-out show last October, the show re-
turns this time with William Christopher, 
the actor best known for his role as 
“Father Mulcahy” in the television series 
M*A*S*H. Christopher plays the role of 
“Pastor” in the show. 

This musical comedy features four distinct 
characters and their relationships as they 
organize the food and solve the problems 
of a rural Minnesota church about to un-
dergo changes in 1964.  Cost is $30. 

Living Proof Live with 
Beth Moore 

Beth Moore’s popular live event features 
Travis Cottrell and the praise and worship 
band.  These day-and-a-half events include 
inspiring messages and uplifting music 
with the opportunity to take home life-
changing Bible truths that speak to the 
heart of every woman. 

Beth Moore is a speaker and author of 
best-selling Bible studies and other books 
for women.  Beth is a woman of purpose, 
preparation, prayer, and passion.  It’s ap-
parent in everything she does, from teach-
ing her weekday class at Houston’s First 
Baptist Church to speaking to the thou-
sands of women who attend her Living 
Proof conferences each year. 

This event starts Friday, August 28, 2009 
from 7:00 pm – 9:30 pm at the Resch Cen-
ter, and will finish on Saturday, August 29, 
2009 from 8:30 am –12:00 pm.  Cost is 
$60.00 . 

Looking Forward 
The History & Preservation Task Force 
has organized and appropriately stored 
the materials, photos, and items given to 
them to date, but they would like to re-
mind everyone to continue to contribute 
recent and future photos and memora-
bilia that will be history in years to 
come.  Thank you from Marj, Ginny, 
Jan, Clarence, and Bobbie.  (and a big 
Thank You to them for all of their hard 
work!). 

2010 Mission Yearbooks 
Presbytery will be ordering the 2010 
Mission Yearbooks at a cost of $5.00 
per copy.   Please contact the church 
office if you would like to purchase 
one.  The deadline is July 15.  

Family Friendly Entertainment 
Check out The Cup O’ Joy coffee house 
for family friendly entertainment this sum-
mer. 

Installation of 
New Deacons/Elders 

On July 19 during worship, we will in-
stall the 2012 class of Elders and Dea-
cons.  New Elders include John Early, 
Jay Rietz, Dawn Spang, and David 
Young.  New Deacons include Ann Ar-
gall, Holly Gehri, Sue Mikulsky, and 
Russ Christensen.  We want to thank 
the class of 2009; Loni McCormick, 
Chris McNitt, Dawn Spang, David Wil-
son, Holly Gehri, Jo Leicht, Sue Mikul-
sky, and Judy Knutzen-Nerad; for their 
generous time and commitment. 
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The investments with the Presbyterian 
Foundation were reviewed.  Our total in-
vestments with Foundation have increased 
10.66 % from 03/31/09 to 06/05/09. 

Two additional Camping Scholarships have 
been granted totaling $176.00.  This brings 
the total for 2009 to $485.81 representing 
five scholarships.  This amount represents 
25% of the actual cost of the Camp Fees.   

The Finance Committee with Session ap-
proval will enter into a contract with Erick-
son & Associates for an audit of the finan-
cial records.  This is to be completed by 
December 31, 2009. 

The Ministry Budget Balance Sheet for May 
2009 was reviewed. The total Ministry 
Budget for 2009 is $326,609. Ministry giv-
ing at the end of May 2009 is $75,196.50, 
which is short $9,761 of the budgeted 
amount of $84,957.50.  It should be noted 
that a $10,000 special gift was received for 
the Ministry Budget. 

Our budgeted expenses are down by 
$21,363.29.  This year, to date (May 31, 
2009), we have used $18,000 of bequeathed 
funds ($18,000. budgeted for the year).  
Balance sheet interest or principal was also 
budgeted ($71,859.00) to meet our monthly 
obligations.  To Date, May 31, 2009, $1,500 
has been used. The total amount of En-
dowment Funds used to date to maintain 
the Ministry Budget is $19,500. 

Are you following God's call? 

In Isaiah's writing in his vision of God, 
found in Isaiah chapter six, "I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us? Then said 
I, Here am I; send me." 

Jeremiah tells us in chapter one of his 
book, that he heard the word of the 
Lord telling him; I knew you before you 
were even born, I sanctified you and I 
ordained you to be a prophet to the na-
tions. 

Jeremiah made excuses; I am too young, 
I can not speak, but God answered, go 
to all that I send you and speak. 
Jeremiah did and was a mighty prophet. 

Pastor Randy reminded us, in a recent 
sermon about the tiny mustard seed, 
that none of us is so small as to be insig-
nificant in God's ministry.  

In these difficult times listen for the 
Lord to speak to you as to what you can 
do to help others. 

Stewardship Highlights from Finance Com-
mittee Meeting – June 8, 2009 

Per Capita 
Per Capita might best be described as 
your gift to the connectional church.  
As Presbyterians, we support staff 
and programs that emanate from the 
Winnebago Presbytery office in Ap-
pleton, WI ($16.05), the Synod of 
Lakes and Prairies office in Eagan, 
MN ($4.80), and the office of the 
General Assembly in Louisville, KY 
($6.15).  When we add up the num-
bers, each Presbyterian member is 
asked to contribute $27.00 in 2009.  
This year, First Presbyterian Church 
is more than ten percent behind last 
year’s per capita receipts.  If you have 
contributed, thank you!  If you have 
not yet done so, please help us stay 
connected.  Designate your gift to 
“Per Capita” and place it in the offer-
ing plate. 

Ministry Cash Flow Report  

May 2009   

    

Beginning Balance  $3,957.34  

Receipts   $19,796.60  

 ($22,529.23) 

Payroll tax and transfer 
timing differences $12.86  
Ending Balance  $1,237.57  

Expenses  

Permanent endowment funds are a 
special way to make a difference.  
Through a permanent endowment 
fund, you provide philanthropic lead-
ership and opportunities for others 
to give.  By establishing a fund, your 
gift supplies a source of income for 
current needs that will also continue 
to give for generations to come – it is 
a lasting legacy of faith and generos-
ity. 

When you create a permanent en-
dowment fund through the Presbyte-
rian Foundation, you select the Pres-
byterian beneficiary to receive in- 

come from your gift. You have an op-
portunity to experience a unique stew-
ardship opportunity to support the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.) and its mission 
at all levels.  As the fund grows, it will 
provide increasing support for the cho-
sen Presbyterian missions. The Founda-
tion’s internal auditing process assures 
donors that the Foundation will ensure 
that gifts will be used exclusively for the 
purpose intended. 

What makes this type of fund even more 
appealing is that anyone can make a con-
tribution to the fund.  Often individuals 

choose to support a charity with an addi-
tional contribution to the fund to celebrate 
birthdays, graduations, and anniversaries or 
to honor a loved one.  These additions may 
be a cash gift; transfer of appreciated secu-
rities or the proceeds of other deferred giv-
ing plans. 

Make a gift now during your lifetime to 
experience the satisfaction of seeing your 
gift in action.  To find out more about per-
manent endowment funds, contact your 
Presbyterian Foundation development offi-
cer Karen Krum. 

“Securing The Future of Your Church” 
Making a Difference Now and in the Future 

First Pres “Classifieds” 
First Pres would like to help you help 
others in our church family.  Maybe 
you have a need to hire someone for 
a job, or have a donation, but aren’t 
sure where you should take it, want 
to sell something that you think a 
fellow parishioner would like to buy.  
Our new monthly classified section 
will help do just that.  Remember the 
deadline for articles/classifieds is the 
16th of every month.  Let’s network 
with each other to help each other! 
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First Presbyterian Church 

200 S. Ashland Avenue       ADDRESS 

Green Bay, WI 54303       SERVICE 
         REQUESTED 
Phone: 920-437-8121 
Fax:     920-437-0720 
firstpresgreenbay.org  

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 12 

Green Bay, WI 

2009 VBS Registration (*Required) 
First Name*    Last Name* 
 

Email Address* (ex. name@company.com) 
 

Address 1* Address 2 
 

City*  State*  Zip Code*  
 

Home Phone* 
 

Work Phone Ext. 
 

How many people will be participating from your family?* 

  

  

  

  

  

  

First and Last Name Age 

What church are you a part of?* 
(Please Circle) 

First Presbyterian 

Trinity Lutheran  

Resurrection Lutheran 

Other 

 

Would you be interested in volun-
teering?* (Please Circle) 

Greeting 

Food 

Games 

Music 

Decorations 

Clean up and Tear Down  

Set up 

Other 

 
 
 
 
 
 


