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Summer Sunday 

Worship Schedule
 

 

Worship 10:00 am 

Visit us Online! 

Organist Celebrates 50 Years 

This year marks Pat Piaskowski’s golden anniversary 
as an organist for local area churches.  Pat started at 
Bethany Methodist (Mission) Church in 1959 during 
their 8 am service.  A year later she added the 9 am 
service at Suamico Methodist.  At the time, a single 
mom to Penny and David, the two services helped 
to get her by for the next 12 years.  After marrying 
her husband, Fran, in 1973, Pat considered retire-
ment.  After only a couple of months, she hated not 
playing on those Sunday mornings so she went back 
to doing one of the things she loves, playing the 
organ. 

In 1996 Pat’s husband had heard through his bowl-
ing league that First Presbyterian was looking for an 
organist.  She recalls auditioning for Georjeanna 
Wilson-Doenges and Roberta Brand, and has been 
playing here ever since. 

Pat starting playing the piano at weddings when she 
was only 15 years old.  She recalls where many of 
her own Saturdays were put to bed early, leaving 
weddings, and other social events, so that she could 
be up and ready to play the organ for Sunday morn-
ing worship. (Continued on pg4...see 50th Anniver-
sary for Organist) 

Pat Piaskowski “at home” behind the organ at 
First Presbyterian Church.  A reception was 
held on May 31st to celebrate her 50 years of 
organ playing for local churches. 

When on Vacation 

When on vacation, be with us in 
spirit. 

The rest of the summer, be with 
us in person! 

Church Picnic 

Graduation Sunday 

Two for the price of one!  Not 
only do we get to honor our 
graduating high school seniors 
during worship on June 14, but 
after we will keep the celebration 
alive as we feast together at the 
annual church picnic.  There will 
surely be wonderful dishes to 
choose from so make sure you 
sign up in the hallway for this fun 
filled fellowship event!  Even if 
you don’t sign up, join us anyway, 
there will always be enough! 

Special Summer 
Music 

Because the Chancel Choir 

does not sing for worship 

services during the summer, 

it is hoped that "special 

music" can be scheduled 

for each Sunday service. 

This music can be vocal or 

instrumental. It can be a 

solo, a duet, or a selection 

by a group. If you like to 

sing or play an instrument, 

you are encouraged to par-

ticipate in the summer mu-

sic program by calling 

Allan Russell at 920-468-

1461. 

Freedom House Dinner 

Pictures on the Cover (page 8) are 
of members of FPC volunteering 
their time to help serve a meal at 
Freedom House, a place “where 
homeless families advance from 
hopelessness to Hope and home-
lessness to a Home.” 

Welcome New Members 

We would like to send a warm wel-
come to our new members who 
joined our church family on Easter 
Sunday.  The new members include:  
Tom, Tammy, Lisa and Kevin 
Escott, Susan Jenson, James 
Hanner (who was also baptized 
that Sunday) Carol Christensen 
(Gerald’s wife) and Brad and 
Megan Jurrens.  Please take a mo-
ment on your way into church on 
Sunday to become familiar with 
their photos so that we can greet 
them and get to know them more 
abundantly! 
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Mission Statement 

To fulfill God’s plan 

To know, love, and serve God 

To welcome, spiritually enrich, 

and love one another. 

Elders 
 

Class of 2009 Loni Mc Cormick 
  Chris Mc Nitt Dawn Spang 
  David Wilson 
 

Class of 2010 Brian Hulse Jenny Solper 
  Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 
  Jean Maes 
 

Class of 2011 Don Kisela Lisa Olson 
  Phil Mikulsky Kirke Ryder 
 

Clerk of Ses: Georjeanna Wilson-Doenges 
 

Deacons 
 

Class of 2009 Holly Gehri Jo Leicht 
  Sue Mikulsky 
  Judy Knutzen-Nerad 
 

Class of 2010 Judy Exl Deb Shober 

  Peg Zenko Susan Rietz 
 

Class of 2011 Carol Mickelson 

 Lynne Shober Bev Sprole 

 Regina Young 
 

Staff 
 

Pastor:   The Reverend Dr. Randy Argall 
 
 

Director of Christian Education: 
  Megan Jurrens 
 
 

Deacons Prayer Chain:  
  Peg Zenk 
  Jo Leicht 
 

Admn. Asst: Leah Mott 
 
 

Fin. Sec: Linda Cigler  
 
 

Choir Dir: Allen Russell 
 

Custodian: Mary Belanger  
 

Organist: Pat Piaskowski 
 

Pianist:  Jenny Solper 

 

We extend a warm and friendly spiritual environment that 
encourages and empowers people to worship and serve 
God.  We live and change with contemporary issues while main-
taining traditional values, ethics, and Presbyterian practices. 
We are guided and sustained by God as we follow a flexible 
strategic plan that addresses growth, simplifies and priori-
tizes our objectives, and facilitates a vibrant ministry. 
Through our ministry we: 
 

♦ Serve, lead, and live a lifestyle of Christian discipleship. 
 

♦ Engage in local, national, and global mission & social 
concerns. 

 

♦ Offer Christian education and fellowship opportunities 
where all feel a sense of belonging. 

 

♦ Provide a sanctuary to rest, be restored, and be nour-
ished during these busy and turbulent times. 

 

We are a community of faith where diversity is celebrated, 
individual spirituality is strengthened, cooperation is the com-
mon good, and understanding and love of one another is para-
mount. 

Vision Statement 

Church Leadership 

Newsletter Deadline! 
 

Articles for the combined July/August issue 
are due on June 16!  Please submit your 
ideas and of course your articles to Jodie 
Harmsen by dropping them off in the 
newsletter mailbox in the office workroom. 

Corrections 

Our apologies to Joshua Kabacinski, his name was printed 
as Joseph in the April issue for the Confirmands and in the 
May issue Amy Wittman’s name was misspelled. 
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Father’s Day, June 21 

Whether you're a daddy-to-be or a seasoned granddad, Father's Day is a wonderful opportunity to bask in the glow of your 
family's affection and appreciation. This year, you can also make Father's Day an opportunity for self-reflection and personal 
growth. Ask yourself: Are you the father you always wanted to be? Are you the father your children deserve? Here are some 
thoughts on the subject from history's greatest writers, thinkers, politicians and even comedians. 
 

On Leading By Example 
"Children have more need of models than critics." - French moralist Joseph Joubert (1754-1824) 

Modern parenting experts agree. Role modeling desired behavior is a far better disciplinary tactic than harsh punishments - 
not to mention a more effective one. 

On Disciplining Our Children 

"There must always be a struggle between a father and son, while one aims at power and the other at independ-
ence."-18th century English lexicographer Samuel Johnson 

At the root of countless disciplinary issues is a child's developmentally appropriate - but nonetheless maddening - quest for 
independence. While children need the freedom to explore and make mistakes in the process, a good father provides clear 
boundaries and gentle guidance throughout their journey. 

On Making Decisions 
"If the new American father feels bewildered and even defeated, let him take comfort from the fact that whatever 
he does in any fathering situation has a fifty percent chance of being right."- Bill Cosby 

(Continued to page 8) 

We will host some very special visitors at church this month.  On June 20-27 a group from 
Great Rivers Presbytery in western Illinois is coming to Green Bay to do mission work.  
They call themselves the “Fellowship of the Carpenter” Mission camp.  This group has 
been taking high school students around the U.S. for about 35 years and has been in more 
than ten different states.  This year, they hope to bring 20 youth and 10 adults.  One of the 
adult supervisors, Betty Ralph, has been in touch with me and Matt Gehri. 

The group is well-funded.  They have their own cooks and bring all of their own food.  
While they will spend evenings and nights in our building, they will shower at a local Y and 
be away at service venues during the day.  They have their own construction leaders and do 
such things as building, painting, yard work, and community service.  They have been in 
touch with representatives from our Mission and Social Concerns committee and our 
Youth Group.  While I do not know specifically what projects will occupy them, I do know 
that they have been given contacts at Habitat for Humanity, the Ecumenical Partnership in 
Housing, Freedom House, and the Wildlife Sanctuary.  On their last full day, they plan to 
do some river rafting. 

The group will arrive in the evening on June 20.  On Sunday, June 21, they will worship with us.  They plan to spend Sunday 
afternoon touring the area, and then return for an evening meal (6:00), worship (7:30) and Bible study (8:30).  The schedule 
on Monday through Thursday looks like this: 

   7:00  Breakfast 

   8:00 Arrive on job site 

 12:00 Lunch 

   6:00  Dinner 

   7:00  Fun time (they are open for suggestions) 

   9:00 Worship 

 10:00 Bible study 

We are invited to join them each evening for fun time and worship.  For worship, they use contemporary music and a projec-
tion system.  Friday they will go rafting; Saturday they depart. 

Betty tells me that the biggest thing we can do for them is to pray for their safety and the spiritual growth of their campers.  
As you can imagine, the adults have to work hard to keep the kids busy!  She also tells me that this ministry started as the 
dream of one pastor and many have kept the dream going all these years.  Let us pray for them, welcome them, partner with 
them, and be inspired by them to share our personal dream with others. 

A Note from Pastor Randy 
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Quote of the Month 
A great marriage is not when the 
perfect couple comes together. 
It is when an imperfect couple 
learns to enjoy differences. 
-Dave Meurer 

Men’s Bible Study 
The Members have completed the 
spiritually uplifting study of Henri 
Nouwen's book 'Life of the Beloved.'  
We will not be meeting during the 
summer. 

Preparation for Communion 
Rescheduled 

The preparation for communion 
workshop for all second graders and 
older has been changed to Saturday, 
June 6, from 9am until around 3pm.  
This workshop will focus on teaching 
the significance behind communion 
and why we celebrate this special gift.  
Fun and meaningful activities are 
planned.  The children will then be 
able to take part in Communion on 
Sunday, June 7, 2009.  Please contact 
Megan Jurrens for more informa-
tion. 

Teachers Needed 
for Next Fall! 

Have you always loved working with kids?  
Sharing God’s word?   Wanting to know 
more about God’s word?  Then teaching 
may be the thing for you!  Teaching our 
youth about God is rewarding and valu-
able not only to the children but to those 
who serve.  It can also be a self discovery 
about spirituality and personal belief.  
Share your talents this fall by becoming a 
Sunday School Teacher!  How to get in-
volved?  Contact Megan Jurrens. 

Vacation Bible School 

Volunteers 

Because we are partnering with two 
other churches, this year's VBS will be 
in a different church building. Some-
times, kids entering a different envi-
ronment may feel a little nervous. 
Make a difference by providing a fa-
miliar, friendly face for them!  

All volunteers, if able, are asked to 
attend an informational meeting June 
11th, at 6:30 pm at Resurrection Lu-
theran Church (1024 Shawano Ave.). 
Questions?  Please contact Megan 
Jurrens. 

Cookbooks Available 

for Purchase 

Your recipes have been compiled, and 
the presses are hot!  The new First Pres-
byterian Cookbook, Taste & See,  is 
available to pre-purchase now, available 
in late June.  They are just $10 a piece 
and would make a great addition to your 
cooking library and an excellent gift for 
loved ones (think Christmas gifts!).  
Books may be preordered before church 
on Sunday at the scrip table, or contact 
Lyn Early for more details. 

50th Anniversary for Organist 

(Continued from Page 1) 

By 2000 Pat was still doing an 8 am ser-
vice and the 10 am service here at First 
Presbyterian.  When Fran became sick she 
decided to drop the 8 am service.  She is 
thankful for the people here at First Pres-
byterian for helping to get her through 
that tough time, and being there for not 
only her but for her husband in his last 
year of life. 

Pat has many memorable stories of her 
time behind the organ.  One Sunday she 
recalls sticking her tongue out at the min-
ister for an impromptu song choice!  An-
other, was of a resident spider in the or-
gan here at First Pres.  She recalls seeing 
the spider before church, but didn’t see it 
again until the middle of worship when 
she began shoeing him away with a bulle-
tin or some sheet music.  She never did 
get the spider, but did get some strange 
looks from the choir! 

On a serious note, Pat has enjoyed her 
many years of service.  She said she enjoys 
the mission outreach programs that we 
have here at First Presbyterian, and has 
volunteered her time in numerous ways in 
the church, like becoming a Stephen Min-
ister to help fellow church members. 

Pat doesn’t even want to consider the idea 
of retirement and we are very happy to 
hear that.  We will gladly listen to her play 
for many more years to come! 

Youth Group Summer Dates 

June 20-26 Fellowship of the Carpenter 

July 23rd pool party at the Mc Cormick’s 

August 20-23 Camping 

(may be subject to change) 

Pres Folk Special 
We will be having a special summer 
meeting on Thursday, June 18, from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. 
Tricia Matthew, minister member of 
Winnebago Presbytery, watercolor artist 
and instructor, will present a multimedia 
program entitled: Splashes of Spirit: Wa-
tercolor - a Metaphor for the Spiritual 
Life. Through a watercolor painting 
demonstration and power 
point presentation,  
Tricia will explore what watercolor has to 
teach us about prayer and living the life 
of faith. 
This is a highly recommended presenta-
tion and all members and friends of the 
congregation are invited to attend. Hope 
to see you there. 

Church Softball 

Play Ball!  If you are looking for some 
fun and fellowship, join us Sunday 
nights.  To play, all you have to be is 
14 years or older.  All are welcome to 
come enjoy the game.  Check out the 
church calendar on page 7 for times 
and location. 
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It was reported to The Finance Committee 
that the final disbursement of the health-
care assistance fund has been made and the 
committee retired. 
 

Three Camping Scholarship have been 
granted totaling $309.81.  This amount 
represents 25% of the actual cost of the 
Camp Fees. 
 

The interest produced from the Restricted 
Gillespie Fund for Boy Scouts was given to 
Boy Scout Troop 1095.  (First Presbyterian 
Church no longer sponsors a Troop) These 
funds will be used to help the troop make a 
trip to the Philmont Scout Ranch.  Church 
members, Bryan and Kirk Ryder, are active 
in this Scout Troop. 
 

The Ministry Budget Balance Sheet for 
April 2009 was reviewed. The total Ministry 
Budget for 2009 is $326,609. Ministry giv-
ing at the end of April 2009 is $61,564.50, 
which is short $6,401.50 of the budgeted 
amount of $67,966.00. 
 

Our budgeted expenses are down by 
$6,675.10.   This year, to date (April 30, 
2009), we have used $14,500 of bequeathed 
funds ($18,000. budgeted for the year).  
Balance sheet interest or principal was also 
budgeted ($71,859.00) to meet our monthly 
obligations.  To Date, April 30, 2009, none 
of these funds have been used. 
 

It noted that $1,000 was received from the 
scrip account and applied to the fundraiser 
income account on the balance.  A special 
Thank You to all who work and give of 
their time to this fundraiser, and Thank 
You to all those who purchase scrip.  It 
takes a lot of volume to make a $1,000 

God has given life to each of us in an 
abundant, overflowing universe.  In His 
Word, He reminds us that we are not 
owners, but God's stewards - caretakers 
to manage on His behalf for the benefit 
of all, including future generations. 
 

Henri Nouwen echoes this sentiment 
when he said, 'An awareness of receiv-
ing is necessary before we can give.'  

Stewardship Highlights from Finance Com-
mittee Meeting – May 4, 2009 

Per Capita 

Per Capita might best be described as 
your gift to the connectional church.  
As Presbyterians, we support staff and 
programs that emanate from the Win-
nebago Presbytery office in Appleton, 
WI ($16.05), the Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies office in Eagan, MN ($4.80), 
and the office of the General Assembly 
in Louisville, KY ($6.15).  When we 
add up the numbers, each Presbyterian 
member is asked to contribute $27.00 
in 2009.  This year, First Presbyterian 
Church is more than ten percent be-
hind last year’s per capita receipts.  If 
you have contributed, thank you!  If 
you have not yet done so, please help 
us stay connected.  Designate your gift 
to “Per Capita” and place it in the of-
fering plate. 

New Grill Fires up FPC and 
“Project Friendship” 

Recently First Presbyterian Church 

was given a very special gift to help 

with our adventures and mission pro-

jects.  We have received a new gas grill 

to make days such as the picnic in 

June and "Project Friendship" at the 

Cup of Joy even more enjoyable!  

Please mark your calendars for July 

25th, 2009 and join us in this annual 

neighborhood outreach.  Those who 

serve enjoy this day as much as those, 

being served.  We feed the neighbor-

hood at the Cup located on Broadway.  

We will be joining forces with Trinity 

Lutheran Church (including taking 

chairs and tables across their parking 

lot instead of transporting them from 

FPC!).  This new gas grill will make 

our day even easier.  We so appreciate 

this gift and say thank you for your 

generosity!  God Bless. 

Ministry Cash Flow Report  

April 2009    

    

Beginning Balance  $4,855.37  

Receipts   $19,192.88  

 ($19,763.32) 

Payroll tax and transfer 
timing differences ($327.59) 
Ending Balance  $3,957.34  

Expenses  

Bridge Marathon Group 
Disbands/Donates 

The First Presbyterian Church Bridge 

Marathon group was established ap-

proximately 35 years ago.  Margaret 

Leicht chaired this group for many 

years.  It became active with eleven 

couples participating.  They began 

meeting from September through 

May, for lunch and bridge on the third 

Monday of the month.  The group 

paid dues and their monies furnished 

the candles used in the sanctuary until 

the new oil candles were purchased.  

This group has now disbanded and 

has generously donated the balance of 

their account ($277.82) to the Sound 

System of First Presbyterian Church.  

A big thank you goes out to them. 

Newest Member of FPC! 

Congratulations to Jessica and Scott 
Laughrin on the arrival of your baby 
girl.  Emma Lee, was born May 23, 
she weighed 8# 13 oz and was 20” 
long.  She joins her big brother Wyatt. 

Address Change 

Peg and Don Wolfe have moved. 

Their new address is: 

250 S. 9th St. #211 

De Pere, WI 54115. 

Returning Home 

Charlie Brand and Bill Burns are 
both back at home after staying at a 
nursing home. 
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Connor Rowell 6/1 

Jennifer Micallef 6/2 

Aaron Cox 6/2 

Deirdre Rasmussen 6/6 

Kathleen Ford 6/8 

Ginney Amen 6/9 

Amber Boyer 6/9 

Gretchen Steinbecker 6/10 

Trevor Gossen 6/10 

Ann McRae 6/11 

Brian Rasmussen 6/11 

Hank Crooks 6/12 

Gene Stenson 6/13 

Patrick Bies 6/14 

Dorothy Shell 6/16 

Dominic Bordini 6/16 

Loren Dunn 6/17 

Sophia Sperduto 6/18 

Dorothy Schuster 6/20 

Hailey Hansen 6/20 

Jan Osgood 6/21 

Meredith Ingram 6/21 

Scott Wittman 6/23 

Bev Carmichael 6/24 

Jennifer Solper 6/24 

Dennis Siewert 6/25 

Esther Weise 6/25 

Michael Laing 6/26 

Peter Blashka 6/28 

Leah Mott 6/28 

Chad Lowery 6/28 

Brayden Steinbecker 6/28 

Mackenna Altmann 6/29 

June Birthdays!! “Securing the Future of Your Church” 
Appropriate estate planning is beneficial to almost everyone. Whether we are nearing the 
end of our lives, contemplating retirement, or younger with a growing family, estate planning 
boils down to determining how, when, and to whom we will transfer the stewardship of what 
God has entrusted to us when we can no longer serve as stewards ourselves. 

 

However, every year, the vast majority of Americans who die do so without having pre-
pared a valid estate plan. For the past three decades, the numbers have been between 70 
and 80 percent. This statistic is astounding, since the U.S. tax code provides significant incen-
tives to prepare an estate plan. These incentives are designed to make it easy for very personal 
wishes to be known and followed—for instance, wishes that deal with child custody, property 
distribution, or leaving a legacy of Christian values. In addition, a careful estate plan will often 
minimize costs related to settling the estate. 

 

What is it about the preparation and declaration of one's personal wishes - the essence 
of an estate plan- that Americans avoid in such resounding numbers? 
We have learned from our clients that several typical reasons continually arise: 

 

Distaste for Legal Documents - Many Americans seem to have a built-in dislike of legal 
documents. Such documents tend to be long and difficult to understand. However, com-
pared to the legal intricacies of settling an estate without a plan, a well-defined estate plan 
is easy to prepare and understand. Most attorneys will gladly provide a summary of the 
contents of an estate plan to ensure that the documents meet your objectives. 

 

Lack of Understanding of God's Directives for Stewardship Throughout Scripture, 
you will find references that speak clearly about what we are to do with the resources God 
provides us. It is very important to understand God's Word on stewardship. "In the Bible, 
there are 40 verses on baptism, 275 on prayer, 350 on faith, 650 on love and 2350 verses 
that relate to finances and personal possessions.”  "Honor the LORD with your posses-
sions, and with the first fruits of all your increase;"- Proverbs 3:9 "But do not forget to do 
good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."- Hebrews 
13:16. 

 

Life Gets in the Way The single biggest reason people fail to prepare an estate plan may 
fall into the category of "life just gets in the way." For some, the day-to-day routine is "too 
busy" to develop an estate plan. For others, it is the idea that no one plans to die, or cer-
tainly, no one enjoys planning to die. Another group’s reason is "no one can know the 
future,” the notion that so much may change between today and the time of one’s death. 

 

While all of the reasons for procrastinating are understandable, none lessens the reality 
that the absence of an estate plan can have a devastating impact on an estate and the remain-
ing family members. 
A proper estate plan should accomplish the following: 

 

• Express God's plan for stewardship  

• Transfer the assets with which God has entrusted you to individuals and charita-
ble  beneficiaries  

• Transfer your estate in a tax-efficient manner with as little heartache, cost, and 
delay as possible 

To learn more about this service, contact your Presbyterian Foundation development officer, 
Karen Krum.  We do hope that you will find this service a blessing to you and your family. 

United in Marriage 

Congratulations to Jennifer 
and David Wavrunek who 
were united in marriage on 
May 15, 2009.  God’s Bless-
ings to you! 
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Father’s Day (Continued) 

Like our kids, fathers need the opportunity to learn both through our successes - and through our setbacks. Getting it wrong 
today just means we have another opportunity to get it right tomorrow. 

On Being There 

"I cannot think of any need in childhood as strong as the need for a father's protection."- Sigmund Freud 

According to the US Census Bureau, the percentage of American children living in mother-only families has increased 5-fold 
since 1950. Children reared in single-parent families are more likely to suffer depression and struggle with learning difficul-
ties. They are twice as likely to drop out of school. As adults, fatherless children experience statistically fewer educational 
achievements and economic opportunities. They are also more likely to have trouble forming long-lasting, intimate relation-
ships. While these situations cannot always be avoided, the consequences can: Fathers need to be active in their children's 
lives, whether or not they live under the same roof.  

On Being Humbled 

"A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child." - Knights of Pythagoras 

Fatherhood is the ultimate lesson in humility - which most of us realize the first time they hear our newborn baby cry. (And 
if we missed that moment, then we definitely eat some humble pie the first time our little one spits up all over our new suit - 
just as we are rushing to an important meeting.) Children change not only the particulars of our lives - but our priorities. And 
once we embrace that change, our lives can become more meaningful than ever before.  

On Keeping Perspective 

"When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I 
got to be 21, I was astonished at how much the old man had learned in seven years." - Mark Twain 

When it comes to raising teenagers, we may not ever be able to win. If we don't offend them, we embarrass them. The key to 
making it out of this stage alive is to keep loving your kids - while you remind yourself daily that they will grow out of this 
phase.  (Taken from www.holidays.net) 


