Ascension of the Lord

Thin Places Ecumenical Worship Service

Thursday, May 13, 2010
Westminster Presbyterian Church ~ Minneapolis, Minnesota

CALLED BY THE POWER OF GOD
Prelude
Caniad San Silin (Song for St. Silin)

                                  medieval Welsh

Light Comes Into the Darkness    
                                       All are invited to bring a lighted candle into the sanctuary 
                                        and place it on the communion table around the cross.
Opening Scripture
Ephesians 1:15-23



              Tim Hart-Andersen
Silence
Taizé Chant

Come and Fill
[score and words]
Litany of Invitation


One:
When the lights are on



and the house is full




and laughter is easy



and all is well …


All:  Behold I stand at the door and knock.


One:
When the lights are low



and the house is still



and the talk is intense



and the air is full of wondering …


All:     Behold I stand at the door and knock.

One:
When the lights are off



and the house is sad



and the voice is troubled



and nothing seems right …


All:      Behold I stand at the door and knock.

One:
And tonight,



always tonight,



as if there were no other people,



no other house,



no other door …


All:     Behold I stand at the door and knock.


One:
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest,



Stay with us for the day is ending.



Bring to our house your poverty,


All:  
for then we shall be rich.


One:
Bring to our house your pain,


All:
that sharing it we may also share your joy.


One:
Bring to our house your understanding of us,


All:
that we may be freed to learn more of you.
One:
Bring to our house all those



who hurry or hobble behind you,


All:
that we may meet you as the savior of all.


One:
Bring to our house your Holy Spirit,


All:
that this may be a cradle of love.


One
With friend, with stranger,



with neighbor, and the well-known ones,



be among us tonight,


All: 
for the doors of our house we open



and the doors of our hearts we leave ajar.

Taizé Chant

Lord Jesus Christ
[score and words]
Silence

Song

Spirit of Love
[score and words]
Prayer of Confession 






    Norma Rae Hunt

One:
Let us pray




All:
My genesis is in you, O God,



my beginnings are in Eden,



my origins are those of every man and woman.



Forgive me the falseness of what I have become,



the ugliness and divisions of which I am a part.



Restore me to the truthfulness of my birth in you,



the heritage of all that has being.



Renew me this night in the genesis of my soul,



the beauty of Eden deep in each created thing.


One:
Before God, with the people of God, I confess to my brokenness: to the ways I 


wound my life, the lives of others, and the life of the world.


All:
May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in 

love.


One:
Amen.


All:
Before God, with the people of God, we confess to our brokenness: to the 


ways we wound our lives, the lives of others, and the life of the world.


One:
May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in 


love.


All:
Amen.
Silence
Song

Spirit of Love (See above)

The Letting Go







        Norma Rae Hunt

One:
As Columba laid down his books and the security of the monastery,


All:
so we lay down what is past and look to the future.

One:
As Brigid, with a cross of rushes, comforted a stranger,


All:
so we take into daily life signs of hope and healing.


One:
As Patrick traveled ever on, as Margaret built community,


All:
So we reach beyond ourselves, to share the lives of others



and touch a wider world. Amen.

*Taizé Chant

Jubilate servite
[score and text]

LIFTED BY THE POWER OF GOD
Reading of the Psalm
Psalm 47:1-4




      Joseph Gillespie
Response - Taizé Chant
Laudate Dominum
Reading of the Psalm
Psalm 47:5-7
Response - Taizé Chant
Laudate Dominum
Reading of the Psalm
Psalm 47:8-9
Response - Taizé Chant
Laudate Dominum
Reading of the Psalm
Psalm 113:1-4
Response - Taizé Chant
Laudate Dominum
Reading of the Psalm
Psalm 113:5-9


Musical Reflection
Aisling Gheal (Bright Vision)

                     traditional Gaelic Air
The Great Silence

Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer
Following each petition, cantor and congregation respond:  Here Our Prayer

Musical Reflection
Give Me Your Hand


       Rory dall O'Cahan, c. 1570-1640
Litany (South Africa)





         Denise Dunbar-Perkins

One:
It is not true that this world and its inhabitants are doomed to die and be lost;

All:
This is true: For God so loved the world that God gave the only Son to that everyone who believes in him shall not die, but have everlasting life.

One:
It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death and destruction;

All:
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

One:
It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word, and that war and destruction have come to stay forever;

All:
This is true: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, in whom authority will rest, and whose name will be Prince of Peace.

One:
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil that seek to rule the world;

All:
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and Lo, I am with you always, to the end of the world.

One:
It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the prophets of the church, before we can do anything;

All:
This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all people, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your young people shall see visions, and your old folk shall dream dreams.

One:
It is not true that our dreams of liberation of humankind, our dreams of justice, of human dignity, of peace, are not meant for this earth and its history;

All:
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that true worshippers shall worship God in spirit and in truth.

SENT BY THE POWER OF GOD

*Song
In the Lord
[score and words]
Reading of the Gospel
Luke 24:44-53
Silence

Taking Action for Justice and Peace  
Prayer of St. Francis (unison)

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.


Where there is hatred, let us sow love,


Where there is injury, pardon,


Where there is doubt, faith,


Where there is despair, hope,


Where there is sadness, joy.


O Divine Master,


Grant that we may not so much seek


To be consoled as to console,


To be understood as to understand,


To be loved as to love.


For it is in giving that we receive,


It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,


It is in dying that we are born again


To everlasting life.  Amen.
*Song
Will You Come and Follow Me? (next page)

Benediction  

One:
And now may the God of love bring you such joy and peace in believing



That you overflow with hope in the power of the Holy Spirit.

All:
Amen.

Postlude
Strathspey & Reel




                 traditional Scottish
Please join the Procession to the Heller Commons 
bringing the candles from the communion table to the Agape Table.
Tea and scones, fruit and bread will be served, and fellowship will be shared.

The Rev. Dr. Timothy Hart-Andersen, Westminster Presbyterian

The Rev. Denise Dunbar-Perkins, Parish Associate, Westminster Presbyterian 
and Chaplain, Abbott Hospital
Father Joseph Gillespie, Church of Saint Albert the Great
The Rev. Norma Rae Hunt, United Church of Christ, St. Paul
Dr. Melanie Ohnstad, Minister of Music and the Arts, Westminster
Janice Ditzler & Greta Wicker, cantors
Jacqueline Farrell, flute
Ann Heymann, Celtic harp

Charlie Heymann, various Celtic instruments
Music used with permission.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-704045

Come and Fill, Jubilate servite, Laudate Dominum, In the Lord – Songs & Prayers from Taizé, GIA Publications
Lord Jesus Christ – Taizé: Songs for Prayer, GIA Publications
Spirit of Love, Hear Our Prayer, Hear Our Prayer- Augsburg Fortress
Will You Come and Follow Me? –Common Ground, Saint Andrew Press, Edinburgh
Tonight’s Music and Musicians
A brief history of the cláirseach (“harp)

The cláirseach (pronounced “Klar-shuk), or Gaelic word for “harp,” was the premier instrument in Ireland and Scotland until its eventual demise at the end of the 18th century, though its decline began with that of the Gaelic aristocracy two hundred years earlier. Unique among harps, the cláirseach’s highly tensioned brass wire strings required a robust frame creating a brilliant sustained sound that dictated playing technique and musical style. During the medieval period, its primary use was to accompany the intoning of syllabic poetry and clan genealogy, the clairseoir’s (player’s) high status being unequaled by any other musician. The cláirseach’s early history is shrouded in mythology and romance and, though it was not a folk instrument, its music and traditions were collected in the 18th century and these, together with Ireland’s 14th C. Trinity College cláirseach (the oldest extant triangular frame harp in the world!), enable us to authentically recreate its music.

The musicians

Ann Heymann has returned the Gaelic harp or cláirseach to a living tradition (and is currently working on resuscitating the Welsh telyn rawn—a horsehair bray harp with a leather soundboard). The famous wire-strung harp of Ireland and Scotland had been silent for almost two centuries when Ann began to study manuscript fragments and recreate fingernail and damping techniques to shape the resonance of its sound. In time she strung its bass with precious metals that restored balance between its gendered voices.
As there were no teachers nor performers at that time (1974), Ann was self-taught by necessity. Fortunately years of pipe organ study had trained her to manage layers of music, and playing flageolet in a local ceili band and numerous trips to Ireland and Scotland kept her in close contact with traditional music. Today Ann’s idiomatic harp approach is emulated by harpers worldwide.

Charlie Heymann’s experience in Gaelic music began at céilís and parties in the Chicago area during the early 1970’s, and in 1974 Charlie was asked to join a touring Irish group. Charlie married in 1976 and his wife Ann joined the group in 1978. In 1979 Charlie and Ann left to perform as a duo under the name Cláirseach (Gaelic word for "harp"). This new role brought him more into the spotlight, not only accompanying Ann’s featured harp playing, but his voice now became the foundation of their oral poetry, ballads, recitations, and stories. Subsequent travels with Ann have brought the two of them to most of the 50 states, much of western Europe, Australia and Taiwan. Charlie has recently been added to the musical staff at Oberlin School of Scottish Arts in Ohio.
