Westminster Presbyterian Church – Minneapolis, Minnesota

Thin Places Ecumenical Worship Service ~ Thursday, May 12, 2011   7:00 PM

Singing and Praying the Psalms
CALLED BY THE SPIRIT

Prelude
Theme from New World Symphony



                          Antonin Dvorak
Welcome








                      Tim Hart-Andersen
Prayer of Unity

One:
Creator of the world, eternal God,

All:
We have come from many places for a little while.

One:
Redeemer of humanity, God-with-us,

All:
We have come with all our differences, seeking common ground.

One:
Spirit of unity, go-between God,

All:
We have come on journeys of our own, to a place where journeys meet.

One:
So here, in this shelter-house, let us take time together. For when paths cross and pilgrims 
gather, there is much to share and celebrate.

All:
In your name, three-in-one God, pattern of community. Amen

*Hymn No. 176   The Earth and All That Dwell Therein (Psalm 24)
Psalm 34 
with Alleluia
(Congregation sings refrain)



        Kristen Jacobson
    [Text and music]


I will bless the Lord at all times



on my lips, the sound of his praise.


Alleluia



Give glory, my soul, to the Lord,



all the humble, hear and rejoice.


Alleluia



Come, let us worship the Lord,



with one voice give glory to God.


Alleluia



I cried to the Lord, he replied,



he freed me when I was afraid.


Alleluia



With God is the fullness of joys,



turn to him, you will not be deceived;


Alleluia



When the poor cry out, he gives heed,



he is close to all in distress.


Alleluia






A brief period of calm and silence
Sung Prayer from Taizé

Veni Sancte Spiritus

    [Text and music]



A brief period of calm and silence

Psalm 121  

I Lift Up My Eyes  





         Joseph Gelineau

    [Text and music]
                                               (Congregation joins the cantor in response)    

Prayer of Confession: Psalm 51 (The Jerusalem Bible translation)

             Karen Gasche

One:
Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness,



in your great tenderness wipe away my faults;



wash me clean of my guilt,



purify me from my sin.


All:
For I am well aware of my faults,



I have my sin constantly in mind,



having sinned against none other than you,



having done what you regard as wrong.


One:
You are just when you pass sentence on me,



blameless when you give judgment.


All:
Yet, since you love sincerity of heart, 




teach me the secrets of wisdom.



Purify me with hyssop until I am clean;



wash me until I am whiter than snow.


One:
Instill some joy and gladness into me,



let the bones you have crushed rejoice again.



Hide your face from my sins,



wipe out all my guilt.


All:
God, create a clean heart in me,



put into me a new and constant spirit,



do not banish me from your presence,



do not deprive me of your holy spirit.


One:
Be my savior again, renew my joy,



keep my spirit steady and willing;



and I shall teach transgressors the way to you,



and to you the sinners will return.


All:
Save me from death, God my savior,



and my tongue will acclaim your righteousness;



Lord, open my lips,



and my mouth will speak out your praise.


One:
Sacrifice gives me no pleasure,



were I to offer a burnt offering, you would not have it.



My sacrifice is this broken spirit,



you will not scorn this crushed and broken heart.




A brief period of silence, for reflection on the Psalms
The Letting Go


One:
As Columba laid down his books and the security of the monastery,


All:
so we lay down what is past and look to the future.


One:
As Brigid, with a cross of rushes, comforted a stranger,


All:
so we take into daily life signs of hope and healing.


One:
As Patrick traveled ever on, as Margaret built community,


All:
So we reach beyond ourselves, to share the lives of others and touch a 




wider world. Amen.

*HYMN No. 171 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is (Psalm 23)
FORMED BY THE SPIRIT

Reading of Psalm 19 with sung response




        Kristen Jacobson

Sung Response:
The Lord is My Light




     Michael Burkhardt
    [Text and music]

The heavens are telling the glory of God;




and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.


Day to day pours forth speech,



and night to night declares knowledge.


There is no speech, nor are there words;



their voice is not heard;


yet their voice goes out through all the earth,



and their words to the end of the world.



Response
The Lord is My Light

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,


which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,



and like a strong man runs its course with joy.


Its rising is from the end of the heavens,



and its circuit to the end of them;



and nothing is hid from its heat.



Response
The Lord is My Light
  The law of the Lord is perfect,



reviving the soul;


the decrees of the Lord are sure,



making wise the simple;


the precepts of the Lord are right, 



rejoicing the heart;


the commandment of the Lord is clear,



enlightening the eyes;


the fear of the Lord is pure,



enduring forever;


the ordinances of the Lord are true




and righteous altogether.


More to be desired are they than gold,



even much fine gold;


sweeter also than honey,



and drippings of the honeycomb.



Response
The Lord is My Light

Moreover by them is your servant warned;



in keeping them there is great reward.


But who can detect their errors?



Clear me from hidden faults.


Keep back your servant also from the insolent;



do not let them have dominion over me.


Then I shall be blameless,



and innocent of great transgressions.



Response
The Lord is My Light

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart



be acceptable to you,

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

THE GREAT SILENCE

Musical Reflection
Theme and Variation




               G.F. Händel
Evening Prayers with response



   
                            Tim Hart-Andersen
    Hear Our Prayer by        Aaron David Miller  
Mighty God, in you is our hope and our strength, you are a very present help in all our troubles.  Good and gracious God, your love is never failing, your heart is open to us, your presence never leaves us; strengthen our faith, deepen our love for you and keep us in your ways.

Response
Hear Our Prayer
We pray for God’s world:   That its beauty may be preserved, its variety retained, its integrity respected; that pollution and cruel exploitation might cease so that rivers can clap their hands, waste places burst into flower, valleys laugh and sing, wild life live in safety, and all as you intended. 
           Response
Hear Our Prayer
We pray for peace in God’s world:  That where neighbor turns against neighbor, nation against nation,  where people are broken by tyranny and oppression, where power and might are seen as the only solutions, you will pour out your spirit on all people and that leaders will have vision founded on tolerance and love. 
Response
Hear Our Prayer
We pray for the church: That where we are broken by divisions, separated by misunderstandings and timid in the face of injustice, you will lead us in fearlessly following the Holy Spirit into a changing world. 
Response
Hear Our Prayer
We pray for our communities:  For the homeless and those who are losing their homes, for the unemployed and the underemployed, the returning veteran, the elderly of meager means, those trapped in addiction, the hungry, the sick, the grieving, those who are caregivers and peacekeepers, those who respond in emergency and all who steadfastly respond your call to care for your sheep. Hear us now as, in silence or out loud, we lift names of those we know need your special care this night…..  
Response    
Hear Our Prayer       


Hear us now as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us, each one in our own tradition:


Our Father …..
SENT BY THE SPIRIT

Sung Prayer from Taizé
In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful
    [Text and music]
*Litany
 (South Africa)





                    Kristen Jacobson
One:
It is not true that this world and its inhabitants are doomed to die and be lost;

All:
This is true: For God so loved the world that God gave the only Son to that everyone 
who believes in him shall not die, but have everlasting life.
One:
It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, 
death and destruction;
All:
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

One:
It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word, and that war and destruction have come to stay forever;

All:
This is true: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, in whom authority will rest, and whose name will be Prince of Peace.

One:
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil that seek to rule the world;

All:
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and Lo, I am with you always, to the end of the world.

One:
It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the prophets of the church, before we can do anything;

All:
This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all people, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your young people shall see visions, and your old folk shall dream dreams.

One:
It is not true that our dreams of liberation of humankind, our dreams of justice, of human dignity, of peace, are not meant for this earth and its history;

All:
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that true worshippers shall worship God in spirit and in truth.

Musical Reflection
I Vow to Thee




                           Gustav Holst
Taking Action for Justice and Peace:  Prayer of St. Francis (unison)

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.


Where there is hatred, let us sow love;


where there is injury, pardon;


where there is doubt, faith;


where there is despair, hope;


where there is sadness, joy.


O Divine Master,


Grant that we may not so much seek


to be consoled as to console;


to be understood as to understand;


to be loved as to love.


For it in giving that we receive,


it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,


it is in dying that we are born again


to everlasting life. Amen

*Hymn 
Will You Come and Follow Me?  (See back of bulletin)
*Closing Responses 


                                                                Tim Hart-Andersen
One:
From where we are


to where you need us,

All:
Christ be beside us.
One:
From what we are


to what you can make of us,

All:
Christ be before us.

One:
From the mouthing of generalities 


to making signs of your kingdom,

All:
Christ be beneath us.

One:
Through the streets of this world


to the gates of heaven,

All:
Christ be above us.

One:
Surround us with your presence,


inspire us with your purpose,


confirm us with your love.

All:
Amen.

*Hymn
Knit My Heart To You (sung 3 times)




    Aaron David Miller
    [Text and music]
Postlude
Carolan’s Draft






         T. O’Carolan

Please join the Procession to the Heller Commons 
bringing the candles from the communion table to the Agape Table.
Tea and scones, fruit and bread will be served, and fellowship will be shared.
Rev. Dr. Tim Hart Andersen, Westminster Presbyterian 

Rev. Kristen Jacobson, Central Lutheran 

Elder Karen Gasche, Westminster Presbyterian 

Dr. Melanie Ohnstad, Minister of Music and the Arts, Westminster Presbyterian 

Janice Ditzler, Cantor; Andrea Stern, harp

                                    The Broad Outline for this Evening’s Gathering
The three-part shape of this evening comes from one of Henri Nouwen’s favorite passages of Scripture: “Luke 6:12-19 where Jesus spent the night in prayer on the top of the mountain.  In the morning, he came down and created a community of apostles around him.  Then in the afternoon, with his apostles, he ministered—he went out and healed and proclaimed the good news." In Henry Nouwen’s understanding of the model Christ has set for us, we have come together to worship God, in prayer and silence; then we shall join together in joyful Procession, gathering again “in community” around The Agape Table; and then we shall be sent forth—going back out into the world to do ministry as each of us is called. Thanks be to God.
Music: Used with permission.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-704045
