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In the Church of St. Peter in Chains in Rome, Italy, is a magnificent and imposing marble sculpture of Moses by Michelangelo.  Even seated, the figure is eight feet tall.  Moses has come down from Mt. Sinai with the tablets of the 10 Commandments in his hands to find the Israelites worshipping a golden calf.  His body is muscular and tense, pulsing with energy, veins throbbing.  But it is Moses’ eyes that rivet the observer.  They defy the cold, white marble of which they are made.  Rather they burn with anger and with power.
The story of Moses and the Burning Bush reminds us that Moses did not start out as an imposing, powerful figure who led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  Even though he was raised in the household of Pharaoh, he is now a shepherd keeping his father-in-law’s sheep. He shrinks from God’s call to him and makes very human excuses for why he cannot be God’s liberator.
God called Moses to bring the people out of Egypt, but Moses said to God, “Who am I?” to do such a thing?  Moses had a limited image of himself, but more than that, a limited image of God who says, “I will be with you.”  
But Moses said, “What if I do this, but the people want to know who sent me, who has authorized this project?”  And God gives Moses the only name we have for God: I Am what I Am, or I Will Be what I Will Be.
 And Moses said, “But suppose they don’t believe me?”  And on it goes.  Finally, Moses runs out of excuses and the rest of the story unfolds in the subsequent chapters of Exodus.
All through the Bible God calls people for particular tasks, for leadership, for discipleship.  And each time, the call is unlikely and unexpected:

The prophet Samuel was only a little boy when God called his name.
David was the youngest and smallest of his father’s sons when Samuel anointed him as king. Isaiah was a man of unclean lips when he heard God say, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
Jesus’ disciples were fishermen, tax collectors, common folk who eventually turned the world upside down.
Paul was a persecutor of Christians on his way to make arrests in Damascus when the voice of Jesus knocked him over and transformed the movement that became the church.
Walter Brueggemann comments on Moses’ call story: “This extended narrative invites reflection upon the nature of vocation, and the power of “call” in the life of faith.  An uncalled life is an autonomous existence in which there is no intrusion, disruption, or redefinition, no appearance or utterance of the Holy.  We may imagine in our autonomous existence…that no one knows our name until we announce it, and no one requires anything of us except that for which we volunteer.  The life of Moses in this narrative, as the lives of all people who live in this narrative of faith, is not autonomous.  There is this One who knows and calls by name, even while we imagine we are unknown and unsummoned.” (New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. I, p. 719)

God’s call to people of faith did not end with the closing of the biblical era.  God has called women and men throughout history, and God calls us still.
Today is the 48th anniversary of Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech on the Mall in Washington, D.C.  Like Peter, like Paul, like most of Jesus’ disciples, saying yes to God’s call cost King his life.  While Moses was not martyred, he recognized that the summons “from the God of promise and liberation [was] a threat to his very life” (Ibid.) God’s call is serious business.
Westminster’s Congregational Nominating Committee is hard at work listening for God’s call to those who will be elected as church officers in November.  The ones who say ‘yes’ are expected to participate in over five months of training to prepare them for their roles in leadership.  To be called by God is serious business, and the leaders of our congregation take their call very seriously.
Brueggemann’s assertion that as people of faith we are not autonomous, suggests that our question is not, “Is God calling me?”  but, “How is God calling me?”      

How is God calling you?  Have you received an invitation to be a Church School teacher or youth leader?  Has God given you a heart for those who need comfort and care?  Do you have a passion for social justice?  Has God given you a hunger to learn and grow in faith?  Does welcoming the stranger fill you with joy?
Moses’ story gives us some clues and guidelines as we seek to discern what God is up to in our lives.  
First of all, God’s summons can come in some very surprising ways.  To Moses’ credit, he was curious enough to check out that burning bush.  Keeping our eyes open and living expectantly gives us a much greater chance of seeing where God is.  Even in very ordinary situations, God invites us to stop and ask, “Where are you in this moment?  What is your invitation to me in this situation?”
God’s call may come through a human agent, or through our own intuition.  When something gives us life and joy, it’s good to pay attention.
When we, like Moses, are called or invited to something we’re not sure we’re equipped for, God says to us, as God said to Moses, “I will be with you.”  I spoke with a young pastor this summer who said, “I feel so inadequate.”  And I said, “Of course!  You are inadequate, but God assures us that God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)
I have learned over the years that it’s not about me and it’s all about God.  My inadequacy is irrelevant in the face of God’s power.
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians, “…we have this treasure [of ministry] in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.” (4:7) God calls each one of us, not because we are perfect, but because God chooses us to be the hands and feet and heart of Christ in the world.

In his letter to the Romans, Paul assures us that God uses whatever gifts we have been given to build up the Body of Christ and to serve in God’s world.  We easily think of ordained ministers as being called – but what about electricians and teachers and caregivers and corporate executives?
God invites us, whatever our profession or occupation to consider the meaning of vocation.  Through the power of God, we can influence any arena for good if we pay attention and keep our eyes open for the burning bush.  Vocation comes from the Latin, vocare: call or summons.  Each of us is given a vocation, not just clergy.  

James Fowler writes in his book, Faith Development and Pastoral Care, “Vocation is the response we make with our total selves to the call of God…and to God’s call to partnership…  Vocation derives from that profound sense that we are called into existence in this time and this place and among these people for the sake of investing our gifts and potentials in furthering some cause that is of transcending importance.”
Moses was called to bring freedom and new life to God’s people.  God heard their cry, observed their misery in Egypt, and called Moses to carry out God’s plan for liberation and transformation.  God is intimately involved in human life, and we are called by God to make a difference wherever we are. We are not autonomous, but intimately connected to God and to each other.
God equips us to fulfill our calling.  Sometimes we need human help, like Moses needed Aaron, someone to come along side and show us the way.  God places us in community so that we are not alone.
God’s name speaks of perpetual presence and intention: I will be what I will be.  God doesn’t call us, drop us off in some situation and move on.  God goes with us into the future to continually equip us for what we are called to do.
Beloved, whatever gifts you have been given, present them to God as a living sacrifice.  Watch for the burning bush and listen for God’s call in your life.  Now, this may be problematic if you don’t know what your gifts are.  This year the Adult Education Council will offer a workshop using material we use in officer training.  Discover Who You Are is a program designed to identify and clarify your life gifts, your spiritual gifts, your passions, your values, and how your particular personality is wired to use your gifts.  This practical information can help you to see how God may be calling you to service, to ministry, to living out God’s plan for you in the world.  Watch the Westminster News for more information about this workshop.  It will give you tools for discerning God’s call and your vocation.
In the meantime, keep your eyes open; live expectantly; trust in God’s power and presence.  And when you see a burning bush, step aside, take off your shoes, and know that you are on holy ground.
Thanks be to God!
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