Westminster Nursery News
August 2010
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
Matthew 19:14

 Greetings!
August finds us well into our summer routines – or lack thereof! Our numbers in the Nursery on Sundays have been quite consistent, averaging 10 - 12 children each week (remember we have just one service at 10:00). We are still in need of volunteers most of the remaining summer Sundays. Please consider helping out (contact information is listed below). Thank you!

Remember that Nursery Families Fellowship continues to meet informally in the Bushnell Room prior to worship on Sundays this summer. Join other Nursery families beginning at 9:00 for fellowship.

“In the Fullness of God” – Summer Wednesday Evening Worship at Westminster from 6:15-7:00 has been very well attended thus far! Nursery care is available though I must say this service can serve as a wonderful introduction to the order and rhythm of worship for all children. I think its design (interactive, less formal, and shorter) make it particularly family – and child! – friendly. Make an evening of it and bring a picnic to enjoy before or after worship in the courtyard. Gather in new meaningful ways. Grow in creative expressions of the Word. Go renewed to share the Good News.

Mary Alette Davis, Director of Children’s Ministries, introduced me to a wonderful little publication called The Little Christian. This magazine nurtures faith in children 6 and younger. It is full of colorful art, stories, poems, songs and activities all intended to assure children of God’s love. I will be using this resource during our Circle Time during the month of August. I hope to secure a subscription for the Children’s Library and I think it would be a wonderful resource for families as well. You may check it out on-line at www.thelittlechristian.org.

 ~ If you have any questions or comments concerning the Nursery, please contact me at 763-535-8973 or mkruskop@wpc-mpls.org. 
              			          ~ Marie Kruskop,    
	             Coordinator of Early Childhood Ministries


The Little Christian This month, we will use stories, poems, and activities from the children’s publication called The Little Christian. Each issue has a theme with a variety of related stories, poems, art and activities found within its covers. Here’s our plan for August:
· Me too! – Big kids and me
· What do you see? – Summer senses
· Love one another – Sophie’s neighbors
· 		  –The lemonade stand
· Tell God’s story – Storm prayer
· I love you, God – Sandra sings in the choir

Again, this publication is designed to assure children of God’s love. Use the themes and titles provided above to begin a conversation with your children about God’s love. The following may help you get started…
· Are you excited to be a big kid? What are you looking forward to?
· What are some sights and sounds and smells you have experienced this summer? What are your favorites?
· Comment on the fact that because of the warmer weather, we are outside more and seeing more of our neighbors. Who are our next door neighbors? Whose garden do you like best? Who has a dog? 
· Shall we have a lemonade stand? What shall we do with the money? Who needs it more than we do?
· What do you think about thunderstorms? Are they a bit scary or like a spectacular night-time light show? 
· Do your children love to sing? Cherub Choir for 3-5 year olds begins in September. Something to think about!
					Blessings!

 I hope you’ve had a chance to experience some of the ideas for simple summer-time pleasures or local family favorites offered last month from our Nursery Families Kick-Off to Summer Picnic. As promised, here are a few more suggestions:  enjoy an outdoor concert  take a family bike ride – to Dairy Queen!  take in a Twins game  run through the sprinkler  swing!  go to the zoo   go to the County (or State) Fair  ENJOY!
HAPPY August BIRTHDAY!!
8-4-06 Kate Smith (4) * 8-9-07 Edward Fitch (3) * 8-10-08 Kira Gallenbeck (2)
8-15-08 Samuel Moore (2) * 8-18-08 Stella Suchy (2) * 8-30-07 Georgia Enriquez (3)
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