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Yes! Another article on General Assembly! Yet, with
a nod to the preference Minnesotans have for

understatement, it’s kind of a big deal.
Throughout his letters in the New Testament, Paul

returns to the metaphor of the body having many mem-
bers to convince those early Christian communities that,
in spite of their differences, they were all one in Christ
Jesus. In Romans 12, Paul writes: “For as in one body
we have many members and not all the members have
the same function, so we are many are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of anoth-
er. We have gifts that differ according to the grace
given us.” He then goes on to list a number of gifts that
people might possess. Theologians note that Paul’s
point is that just as God has given Paul grace for his
task, so God gives the church grace for its multiple and
mutually supportive tasks, and whatever they are they
must be exercised to the full extent of one’s powers.
The emphasis here is on the building of community.
Paul was trying to knit far-flung groups into a unified
whole, shaped by Christ.

The 219th General Assembly this summer is our
own opportunity to participate in the reinforcing of a
unified body of Christ. Commissioners, observers and
many others will come to Minneapolis from all corners
of the country to debate, and yes, argue, the direction
our denomination should take in a world that continues
to change in profound ways.

Westminster’s response to General Assembly has,

at times, been labeled as our chance
to shine before our fellow
Presbyterians. I prefer to think of it as a time to reaffirm
our membership in the larger body of Christ.
Westminster is not a congregational church, an evangel-
ical free church, or even a new-style mega church. In
other words we are not a free-standing entity making
our own way in the world. We are part of a national
denomination and a successful General Assembly will
be part of our contribution. A successful General
Assembly will instill confidence in our denomination as
a vibrant organization guided by God’s grace and can
lead to increased membership.

The members and friends of Westminster are
blessed with a variety of gifts and I am hopeful you
will set aside July 2-10 as a time to use those gifts. We
are in need of greeters, tour guides, and assistance in
Calvin’s Café at breakfast and lunch, as well as ushers
for a concert Westminster is staging and a worship ser-
vice Wednesday morning of GA week. Many members
have already responded by going to Westminster’s web
site and filling out the volunteer form there or by visit-
ing the sign-up table in the Heller Commons on Sunday
mornings. So far, about 50% of the volunteer slots have
been filled and we would love to have 100% of the
staffing needs filled by the end of April. Please review
your plans for this summer and make a commitment to
be a part of this important event in the life of our
church.

• Dan can be reached at 612.332.3421 or dfranklin@wpc-mpls.org •
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By Dan Franklin, Coordinator of Discipleship Ministries

Honor a Loved One with a Memorial Wall Inscription
By Mary C. Hess, Director of Legacy Giving

In his will, the American patriot Patrick Henry wrote, “I
have now disposed of all my property to my family;

there is one thing more I wish I could give them, and that
is the Christian religion. If they had this, and I had not
given them one shilling, they would be rich; but if they
had not that, and I have given them all the world, they
would be poor.”

These words cause me to reflect on sharing my faith
with two teenage daughters, who are discovering and
crafting their identities. I am reminded, too, of a recent
gift: a gold locket with pictures of my solidly Presbyterian
great-grandmother, grandmother, and mother. The hymns
I sing each Sunday evoke memories of worshipping with
them years ago, hearing their voices down the pew and
deeply feeling their faith. As one link in a long line of gen-
erations, I hope to bequeath that faith to my daughters,

where it can sustain them as it has their predecessors.
Heritage Sunday, when Westminster honors its long-

time members, is June 13. This is an opportunity to think
about our faith heritage and remember those who helped
shape it. After worship that day, a new group of names
will be dedicated on the Memorial Wall in a brief
ceremony that recognizes those names as part of the
Communion of Saints.

If you have a loved one you would like to honor with
an engraving on the Memorial Wall, contact Sam Cooke
or Sandy Wilson in the church office. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ewestminster.org. The person being hon-
ored does not need to be a member. Pricing for one name
is $1,550, which allows the church to care for the Garden
in perpetuity. If you act by May 21, the name will be part
of this year’s June 13 dedication.




