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A Sense of Permanence
By Nancy & Jim Carter, Westminster members

Permanence? Not in my vocabulary growing up as an
“Army Brat,” moving at least every 3 years as long as I

can remember. That pattern continued when Nancy and I
married…many moves, homes, and churches across the
country over our almost forty-four years of marriage.
Continuing the move up the “corporate ladder,” we
packed up yet again in 1982 when we came to Minnesota.
We knew that something had to change. Our children
were entering high school and middle school, and we felt
that we needed to stay in one place until they had both
graduated from high school.

Westminster quickly became the source for our family
for worship, fellowship, and service. Guess what? In
1990—both kids out of high school—we moved again
(Toronto, Allentown, Atlanta). Upon our return to
Minnesota and Westminster in 2000, we still hadn’t given
much thought to the notion of permanence until Nancy’s
oldest brother died unexpectedly, having done little to no
end-of-life preparation. This lack of preparation and com-
munication with his family created stress at a very diffi-
cult time. We vowed not to put our children and extended
family in the same predicament and immediately updated
our wills. Interment ideas? Nothing satisfactory until the
Westminster Memorial Garden Columbarium became
available in 2008. We immediately purchased a niche, and
are very secure with our decision. Our children are com-
fortable with and supportive of our plans to be interred at
Westminster, where they grew up and where we’ve
invested our energies.

We have no doubt that there is comfort in having
plans that relieve the family of having to making perma-
nent decisions in the throes of grieving. We don’t know
your circumstance, but we urge you to consider end-of-
life planning if you have not already done so. For further
information about the Memorial Garden’s Columbarium
or Memorial Wall, please feel free to contact us, Sam
Cooke, or any of Westminster’s pastors. Brochures are
also available on the church Information Tables and the
online, www.ewestminster.org.

Suitcase Ministry in Bethlehem
By Douglas Mitchell, Associate Pastor

Six Westminster travelers leave on April 16 to visit
Christmas Lutheran, our partner congregation in

Bethlehem. We fly to Tel Aviv where we will be met by
church members who will drive us to Bethlehem, passing
through the check points that are an unfortunate part of
life around the Palestinian Territory on the Occupied
West Bank.

We will spend a week with our partner congregation,
worshipping with them on Sunday the 18th, meeting the
Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, (their minister who was with us in
worship at Westminster on March 7), and with their
church leaders. We will learn about the wide range of
social and educational ministries that are a part of
Christmas Lutheran’s Diyar Consortium (www.diyar-con-
sortium.org), and we will spend one day touring
Jerusalem.

One of the educational ministries of Christmas
Lutheran Church is the Dar al-Kalima College. Because it
is so difficult to acquire books in Palestine, the Christmas
Lutheran Church’s International Center has started a new
program called the Suitcase Ministry. Travelers to
Bethlehem are encouraged to purchase books and bring
them along in their suitcase.

Time is short, so if you would like to contribute
books, please visit www.annadwa.org/pilgrimage and
click on the ‘Suitcase Ministry’ link at the top of the page
to see a list of books needed at the college library. Books
must be at Westminster by April 15, so if you order books
online, please have them shipped overnight to the church.

With these books, we can help develop a big library
for our students and locals to use.

High SSchool CClass oof 22010
You are cordially invited to

a dinner in your honor
on Wednesday, May 19, at 6:30pm
to celebrate your years together

as you prepare for all that is ahead!

The event will be held
at the Loring Pasta Bar,

327 14th Avenue S.E., Minneapolis

RSVP to Meghan by Friday, April 30
mgage-finn@wpc-mpls.org or

612.332.3421

LEARN ABOUT THE DIGNITY CENTER

Westminster is partnering with Hennepin Ave. United
Methodist Church in this program that helps people with
emergency needs, and helps develop and implement life

goals. Westminster member Janet Leick is a volunteer
Advocate; members Bob Leick and Dan Parten are in

training to become Advocates. Advocates meet regularly
with guests who are seeking services. The Leicks and

Parten will be in the Bushnell Room on Sunday, April 18,
before and after the second service to discuss the Dignity

Center and volunteer opportunities there.


