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“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”       
 Matthew 19:14




[image: j0424062] Greetings! 

 Our January fellowship event found nearly 50 (!) of us gathering at the Midtown Global Market for an evening of good food and good fun. This was our second year celebrating the Chinese New Year as a way to gather together during these winter months at a fun and interesting place in the Twin Cities. 
[image: j0436071]    We enter the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 22. Our tradition at Westminster on Wednesday nights during Lent is to worship in the Taize tradition. The service that night, and each Wednesday throughout Lent, begins at 6:30 pm in the Great Hall. Families are welcome to attend this service marking the beginning of our journey to the cross. Please know that the Nursery will be open that evening at 6:00 until after the service. Cherub and Seraphim choirs do NOT meet on Ash Wednesday and will have a modified schedule the remainder of the Lenten season. What follows is the Wednesday night schedule for Cherubs, Seraphim and Nursery Families beginning on February 29th and continuing throughout Lent:
· 6:00-6:15	Cherubs			209/210
· 6:00-7:00-ish	Parent-Child Time	Nursery
· 6:00-8:00	Child Care		Nursery
· 6:15-6:25	Family Worship		209/210
· 6:30-6:55	Seraphim		209/210
· 6:30-7:00	Taize service		Great Hall

Should you have any questions or suggestions, comments or concerns about the Nursery or Early Childhood Ministries, please contact me at 763-535-8973 or mkruskop@wpc-mpls.org. I welcome and encourage your input.
					   ~ Marie Kruskop
	                        Coordinator of Early Childhood Ministries




Parent-Child Time Together      [image: 00022551]
- Wednesdays in the Nursery from ~ 6-7-ish – 
is a time for parents and their young children to play together, do an arts and/or crafts activity together, read a book together, or just hang out together. It’s also a great way to meet other young families. Please join us!


Wee Children at Church 
February is Arts Month for Westminster Church School and so we will consider the theme “Sustaining and Renewing God’s Creation” in the Nursery – just like the big kids! The Arts Month creative journey this year is based on Psalm 24: “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it…” We will recite this bit of scripture each week so I encourage you to do so at home as well. It can serve as a way to hear about our Circle Time stories.

 We will take a break from the Wee Children at Church curriculum and instead use books from the God Loves Me – Telling the Story to Twos & Threes curriculum, a program designed to introduce little ones to God’s Word through beautifully written and illustrated Bible storybooks. The stories are told in simple words a young child can understand with illustrations that help further tell the story. The primary goals of this program are to acquaint young children with the stories of Scripture and to help them experience a warm and nurturing place to learn about God.

This month our Circle Time and activities will focus on the following stories from the book of Genesis:
· Blue and Green and Purple Too! The Story of God’s Colorful World
· It’s a Noisy Place! The Story of the First Creatures
· Adam and Eve  The Story of the First Man and Woman
· Take Good Care of My World!  The Story of Adam and Eve in the Garden
These familiar stories – to us, at least! – lend themselves to relatively easy conversation starters and questions – about all the colors we see around us, about animals we find in our world, about all the people in our lives, and ways we can care for our world and the people and creatures in it. Ask away! You may be surprised by your little one’s answers!

EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY FELLOWSHIP (ECFF)   ECFF meets Sundays in the Bushnell Room at 9:15. ECFF is a time for parents of young children (birth to age 5) to get to know one another and to talk about topics of interest to young parents. Here’s the line-up for February:
· 5 – “Continuum of Change” – a POSITIVE DISCIPLINE ACTIVITY 
· 12 – “The Politics of Public Schools” –  Social Justice Forum in the Meisel Room
· 19 – Joys & Concerns
· 26 – ECFF Covenant Group
Please join us!


HAPPY February BIRTHDAY!!
 
2-7-09 – Fisher Clark (3) * 2- 12-10 – Poppy Ramin (2) * 2-14-11– Alden Bosacker-Kass (1) * 2-17-08 – Lillian Anang (4) 
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