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Whom do you trust?  Whom CAN you trust, might be a better question.  We live in a climate of mistrust, suspicion, uncertainty, even chaos.

1. Mid-term elections are only 9 days away.  A recurring theme in negative political ads is essentially, ‘you can’t trust my opponent.’  Do candidates mean what they say?  Can we trust their promises?  Can we count on their integrity? Will they lead with justice and in truth?

2. Broken trust is a frequent issue concerning teachers, lawyers, friends, spouses – who go beyond the law and moral rectitude to bring hardship and sorrow on those who trusted them.

3. The economy has fallen into severe disrepair, shattering trust in financial institutions and in professionals who are either dishonest or very unwise.  All too frequent Ponzi schemes are classic examples of trust that has been misplaced and abused.  Maybe hiding our money under a mattress is not a bad idea!

4. Unemployment has shaken the trust of many in themselves and in a culture that can no longer guarantee job security.

5. Elected leaders disappoint, hopes for peace take flight like the proverbial dove, privacy is vulnerable to the nearest internet scam, and safety and security seem to be more tenuous than ever before.  

6. Sometimes, even those closest to us hurt or betray us, and trust crumbles like dry soil in a drought.

Whom Can you trust?

Ancient Israel encountered its own crisis of trust when its first anointed king disobeyed God.  Saul went his own way and lost Divine endorsement.  God tells Samuel the prophet that someone else has been chosen to lead – “a man after God’s own heart” – and God sends him to Jesse in Bethlehem.  A king will be chosen from among his eight sons.

Now King Saul, we are told, was head and shoulders above all the other men in Israel – tall, dark, and handsome.  He came right out of central casting and looked the part.  And so Samuel was full of expectations when Jesse’s sons paraded before the prophet.  Eliab, the oldest, and so the most likely choice, was tall and strong – but God said, “Nope, he’s not the one.”  Likewise, Abinadab, then Shammah, and each of the others passed by Samuel, and again and again, God said, “Nope, he’s not the one,” cautioning Samuel not to consider outward appearance.  Tall, dark, and handsome are not the criteria God is looking for, but rather a trusting heart.  When all of Jesse’s strapping boys fail the test, Samuel is perplexed, to say the least, maybe even desperate.  “Are these all you have?”  And Jesse calls for his youngest, just a boy who watches the sheep.  Then the Lord said, “This is the one.”

You’ll have to read the rest of the story for yourself in First and Second Samuel; or better yet, come to the small group Bible study on Wednesday evenings, beginning November 3.  We will read this wonderful and intriguing story with its whole cast of colorful characters, learn of David’s exploits, his success as a warrior, his conflict with Saul who won’t give up his throne easily, and the remarkable dysfunction of David’s own family.  You may realize that your family is positively healthy by comparison!
 David the King is a pivotal character in the biblical story.  His ability to create the powerful kingdom of Israel, to save the nation from the scourge of the Philistines and a host of other enemies, and his legendary reputation as God’s own man are threads that weave through the ages, lifting him up as a model of leadership. To this day, the modern nation of Israel bears the Star of David upon its flag.   
But David, too, suffers crises of trust: Michel, his promised wife, turns against him; his son Amnon rapes David’s daughter Tamar; his son Absolom leads a political and military rebellion against his father; Joab, David’s trusted general, kills Absolom against David’s instruction.  Whom can he trust?
And David himself, proves untrustworthy when he uses his power to compromise Bathsheba, and then kills her husband to cover the resulting pregnancy.
The story does not gloss over David’s faults and failures.  But even in his sin, David repents and falls on God’s mercy.  This poet of psalms, this singer of songs, is, from beginning to end, a man after God’s own heart.  He is God’s anointed, which in Hebrew, is messiah.

Toward the end of the story, in Second Samuel Chapter 22, David offers this song of thanksgiving to God:

The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; you save me from violence.  I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.  For the waves of death encompassed me, the torrents of perdition assailed me; the snares of death confronted me.  In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I called.  From his temple God heard my voice, and my cry came to God’s ears.  God reached from on high, took me and drew me out of mighty waters.  God delivered me from my strong enemy, from those who hated me.  
Indeed, you are my lamp, O Lord, the Lord lightens my darkness.  By you I can crush a troop, and by my God I can leap over a wall.  God’s way is perfect; the promise of the Lord proves true; God is a shield for all who take refuge in the Lord.  For this I will extol you, O Lord, among the nations, and sing praises to your name.  God is a tower of salvation for his king, and shows steadfast love to his anointed, David and his descendants forever.

David knew he could trust God, the one whose steadfast love would never fail.  For all his own power, David knew that God was the true Sovereign in Israel.  David knew that even in chaos, God would hold him fast, that even when he fell, God would catch him.

Bruce Birch writes in his commentary: “In the end this [song of thanksgiving] teaches us something about God’s willingness to act with, through, and even in spite of our humanness – both in David’s story and our own.  This [song] declares that God has chosen to make Israel’s salvation (and ours) a divine-human enterprise.  In this [song] it is the confession of the human “I” that what enables wholeness and success in our own efforts is the power of the divine “Thou.”  In the Christian faith, the word for this confessional reality is incarnation.  We know God’s steadfast love through God’s “anointed”, through “messiah.”  For Christians, the claim that Jesus Christ was born in the line of David is precisely made in order to claim as a part of the meaning of Christ the story of God acting, in, through, and in spite of David.  In incarnation, Christians claim the tradition summarized by this [song] and its ultimate celebration of a divine-human partnership through which salvation comes.  Now this [song] of deliverance, obedience, and partnership between God and God’s anointed one ends David’s story and is echoed in the New Testament claim that Jesus, divine and human, is the son of David.  (New Interpreter’s Bible Vol. II, p.1368)
 David, the lowly shepherd, runt of the litter, was an unlikely choice for God’s anointed.  But no more unlikely than his descendant, a peasant from Nazareth, who wielded not a sword, but spoke the truth in love and brought salvation to his people.
 Whom do you trust?  It’s a good question, and one we need to carefully consider as we cast our votes, invest our finances, choose our friends, share our souls, and live our lives.  Fortunately, there are lots of good people in the world, but ultimately it is God whom we can trust, who will never let us down.
Henri Nouwen tells a story of his friendship with a troupe of trapeze artists.  “I will never forget,” he writes, “how enraptured I became when I first saw the Rodleighs move through the air, flying and catching as elegant dancers.  [Later, I introduced myself to them and we became friends.]  One day, I was sitting with Rodleigh, the leader of the troupe, in his caravan, talking about flying.  He said, “As a flyer, I must have complete trust in my catcher.  The public might think that I am the great star of the trapeze, but the real star is Joe, my catcher.  He has to be there for me with split-second precision and grab me out of the air as I come to him in the long jump.”  “How does it work?” I asked.  “The secret,” Rodleigh said, “is that the flyer does nothing and the catcher does everything.  When I fly to Joe, I have simply to stretch out my arms and hands and wait for him to catch me and pull me safely over the apron behind the catch bar.”
 “You do nothing!” I said, surprised.  “Nothing,” Rodleigh repeated.  “The worst thing the flyer can do is to try to catch the catcher.  I am not supposed to catch Joe.  It’s Joe’s task to catch me.  If I grabbed Joe’s wrists, I might break them, or he might break mine, and that would be the end for both of us.  A flyer must fly, and a catcher must catch, and the flyer must trust, with outstretched arms, that his catcher will be there for him.” (Our Greatest Gift, pp.66-67)
Sometimes, Beloved, there are things that God asks us to do, to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick…  But other times, in times of chaos and uncertainty, we can do nothing.  But we do not fly without the great Catcher waiting for us, for the Sovereign God of Samuel and of David reaches out with strong arms to catch us when we fall and pull us to safety.  This we can trust
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Prayers of the People  - Douglas Mitchell
Good and Gracious God, you have called your people to follow your way in all parts of our lives.  You have spoken more often than we have listened.  You spoke of old through the prophets and apostles, and you spoke most eloquently in the person of Jesus the Christ.  Continue to speak to your people, to call us to faith that shapes our whole lives.

God of wholeness, we are a people torn apart.  We allow ourselves to be divided based on our differences of life situations and opinions.  Help us by Your Spirit O God of wholeness to recognize our common longing for You and for Your peace.  May the power of Your Spirit bless our living with hope and feed us with joy.

God of all life, you call nations to justice.  We pray this morning for the leaders of every nation and for the people they govern, that the common good of all humanity might be served by those in political power.  Look with grace upon President Obama and on all the leaders of this country we love.  We hold before you Governor Pawlenty and members of the Minnesota House and Senate, their staffs and others who serve in state government.  We pray for mayors and county commissioners, city council members and civil servants who serve communities in our state.  Make every person in authority an ambassador of hope and an agent of reconciliation and justice.  Remind your people, O God, that a part of their lives of faith calls them to pursue your peace and justice in public arenas.  As You called prophets in earlier days to remind leaders to seek the common good for all, you call us to speak truth to power among our leaders these days.

Holy comforter, healing Spirit, grant your peace to those who are sick, and to those who grieve this morning.  We hold up this morning the people of Haiti, many of whom continue to live in horrific conditions and who are now threatened by the spread of cholera. Be with those who are bringing aid to them and with them in their communities.

We pray that your healing touch be felt by those who are in the hospital and those recovering from illness or surgery.  We pray especially this morning for … as they continue to recover.  Let your healing Spirit bring them peace and comfort.

God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow for the death of loved ones.  Let them be sure in the knowledge that neither death for life, nor things present nor things to come, shall separate us from your love.  

And as we remember your great love, we pray together the prayer that Jesus taught us, Our Father…
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