Quiet Worship: The Joy of the Weeks of Easter
Saturday, 24 April 2009, in the Chapel, at 9:00 a.m.

The seven Weeks of Easter (those between Easter Sunday and Pentecost) emphasize that Easter Sunday is not just the triumphal end of Lent and Holy Week but the beginning of something new.  Jesus remains among us in a new way—as the Risen Christ—who is everywhere, and beyond limits of time and space.

The Weeks of Easter are also been the time in the church year in which we joyfully resume singing the “Alleluia” and, even more, the time in which the Church—and each one of us—is invited to live out Christ’s life and work on earth: in our own time and place.

The four chants of our Gathering Music span the Weeks of Easter, taking us from an Easter “Alleluia” to a welcoming chant for the coming of the Day of Pentecost: “The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world, alleluia.”

A sung prayer reminds us that “The kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”  And this morning’s worship ends with a double Alleluia from Taizé: “Cry out with joy to God, all the earth!  Alleluia, Alleluia!”
Gathering Music: 



Four Gregorian chants: "The Easter Alleluia and Sequence” from Immortal Gregorian Chant, Part II, The Choir of the Basilica of Beaune
“Alleluia”    “Praise we him whose love divine”    “Regina Caeli”    “Spiritus Domini”
[A brief period of calm and silence.]
Opening Words: 


 a Celtic prayer, from Alexander Carmichael’s, Carmina Gadelica
[The Paschal Candle, first lighted on Holy Saturday, has traditionally remained lighted during the 
 forty days following Easter, a symbol of Christ newly present and active in the world.]

“Come I this day to the Father,

Come I this day to the Son,

Come I to the Holy Spirit, powerful;

Come I this day with God,

Come I this day with Christ,

Come I with the Spirit, of kindly balm.

God, and Spirit, and Jesus,

From the crown of my head

To the soles of my feet;

Come I with my reputation,

Come I with my testimony,

Come I to Thee, Jesus;



Jesus, shelter me.     Amen.”

[A brief period of calm and silence.]

Morning Psalm:

from the Lectionary for Saturday, in the Third Week of Easter, from Psalm 149
“Praise the Lord!

Sing to the Lord a new song,


his praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel be glad in its Maker;


let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.

Let them praise his name with dancing,

making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.

For the Lord takes pleasure in his people;


he adorns the humble with victory.

Let the faithful exult in glory;


let them sing for joy on their couches. . . .

. . . this is glory for all his faithful ones.

Praise the Lord!”
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[A period of silence, for reflection on the Psalm.]

A  Sung Prayer from Taizé: 







from Venite Exultemus

[Listen to the words, or hum them, or sing them quietly, as you wish]

“The kingdom of God is justice and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit.

  Come Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom”

[A brief period of silence.]

The Gospel Reading:





from John 16:16-22,   “Sorrow will turn into Joy”

Jesus said, “A little while, and you will no longer see me; and again a little while, and you will see me."
   Then some of his disciples said to one another, "What does he mean by saying to us, 'A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me'; and 'Because I am going to the Father’? . . . We do not know what he is talking about.”
   Jesus knew what they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you discussing among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’?
   Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy!
   “When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has come.  But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into the world.
   So you have pain now; but I will see you again, 
and your hearts will rejoice, 
and no one will take your joy from you.”
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Great Silence:

[The sound of the gong signals the beginning and the ending of this time for listening with the ears 

of our hearts, for seeking to rest in God’s embrace.  As the silence begins, you may wish to allow 

your breathing to slow, and the muscles of your face and neck and shoulders to relax. (c. 15 minutes)]

Prayers of the People:





    from the Book of Common Worship
   “Loving God, we give you thanks that—as the rising sun chases away

     the night—so you have scattered the power of death in the rising of
     Jesus Christ.
Especially this morning we thank you . . .
for the miracle of life and the wonder of living . . .

for the resources of the earth bursting forth in this season . . . 

for gifts of creative vision and skillful craft . . . 

for the treasure stored in every human life.  

Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer
 “With the dawn of your love, Lord, you reveal your victory over all that 

   would destroy or harm, and you brighten the lives of all who need you.

Especially this morning we pray . . .
for those who govern the nations of the world . . . 

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 

for all who work for peace and international harmony . . . 

for the church of Jesus Christ in every land.  

Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer

 “Lord, listen as we now offer our individual prayers, in silence or in words

 [each individual prayer ends with, Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer]

“We know that you hear our prayers, Lord.  Listen also now as we join 

  our voices in praying the prayer taught to us by your Son, Jesus,

  
  “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom and the power 

    and the glory, forever. 



Amen”

[Brief silence.]

A Closing Sung Prayer: 






          from Venite Exultemus

Listen or hum or sing along as worshippers at Morning Prayers in Taizé now sing joyfully:

“Cry out with joy to God, all the earth!           
“Jubilate Deo omnis terra!       
  O sing to the glory of his name.

  Alleluia, Alleluia!” . . . 
[Brief silence.]

Closing Words:             from Celtic Treasure, by J. Philip Newell, as all but the Paschal Candle are extinguished

“The blessing of heaven,

the blessings of earth,

the blessings of sea and of sky.

On those we love this day

and on every human family

the gifts of heaven,

the gifts of earth,

the gifts of sea and sky.”

[Leave when you are ready.]

