A Lenten Quiet Worship

Saturday, 27 February 2010, in the in the Bushnell Parlor, at 9:00 a.m.

As we enter more fully into this Lenten season, and as we gather in the quiet beauty of this place, let us remember words of introduction from our Book of Common Worship: 

"Every year at the time of the Christian Passover we celebrate our redemption through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. . . .  We enter this holy season acknowledging our need for repentance . . . and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ."
As we gather now in silence, let us listen to three Celtic prayers, and remember from whom our hope comes.
Gathering Music                       three Celtic prayers, sung by the Choir of Brentwood Cathedral in England
"Christ be with me, Christ within me, . . . "
"God to enfold me, God to surround me, . . . "
"Deep peace, deep peace, Peace of the running wave, . . . "                             
A brief period of calm and silence

Opening Words                                       ". . . deep within . . ." from Celtic Treasure, by J. Philip Newell
          







            as the Christ Candle is lighted
O Christ, in whom the fullness of God dwells,

You are deep within our lives

and all life,

You are deep within this place

and every place.

In this place and this time

and in the depths of our own souls,

We draw from the inner well 

of your love,

That we too might be filled

with the fullness of God,

That you might do within us


and in our world

More than we could ever ask or imagine.

A brief period of calm and silence

Sung Prayers
                     two sung prayers from Songs of Presence, by David Keller and Lynn Bauman

Listen or hum or sing quietly, as you wish
“In the name of the Holy One,


in the name of the Son,


in the name of the Spirit

  We are made one.”
“Holy, Holy, Holy One,


Holy, Holy, Holy One.”

A brief period of calm and silence

Morning Psalm                          

            Psalm 51, “Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon"
“Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your steadfast love;

  according to your abundant mercy,
blot out my transgressions.

  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin.

  For I know my transgressions,

      and my sin is ever before me.

Against you, you alone, have I sinned,

      and done what is evil in your sight. . . .

  Create in me a clean heart, O God,

         and put a new and right spirit within me.

  Do not cast me away from your presence,

         and do not take your holy spirit from me.

  Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

         and sustain in me a willing spirit.

  Then I will teach transgressors your ways,

      and sinners will return to you, . . . 

      and my tongue will sing aloud your praise."

A brief period of silence, for reflection on the Psalm
Sung Prayers
            two sung prayers from Songs of Presence, by David Keller and Lynn Bauman
Listen or hum or sing quietly, as you wish
“To whom shall we go,

to whom shall we go?

  You have the words of life.”
 “Leave all things you have

  
 and come and follow me.”

A brief period of calm and silence

A Gospel Reading





Mark 2:23-28, "About the Sabbath"







       from the Lectionary for Saturday in the First Week of Lent
      "One sabbath Jesus was going through the grain-fields; and as they made their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain.  The Pharisees said to him, 'Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?'  
        And Jesus said to them, 'Have you never read what David said when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food?  He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.'

Then Jesus said to them, 'The sabbath was made for humankind, 

and not humankind for the sabbath: so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.'"
         The Word of the Lord . . . . 

Thanks be to God.
Great Silence

The sound of the gong signals the beginning and the ending of this time for listening with the 
ears of our hearts, for seeking to rest in God’s embrace.

Prayers of the People         from Celtic Treasure by J. Philip Newell and the Book of Common Worship

“In the silence of our hearts or in spoken words 

let us give thanks for the gift of this day

and pray for the life of the world. . . . 
Especially this morning we thank you 


for the privilege of worship and service in this congregation . . .  

for the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ for us . . . 

for our calling to discipleship . . . 

for our calling to repentance . . . 

Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer

We hold up before you human needs, God of compassion, 

for you have come to us in Jesus Christ and shared our life 

so we may share his resurrection.

Especially today we pray

for the healing of those who are sick . . . 

for the comfort of the dying . . .

for renewal of those who despair . . .

for the Spirit's power in the church, and in our lives . . . 
Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer

Lord, listen as we now offer our individual prayers, 
in silence or in words 

Each spoken prayer ends with,        Lord in your mercy, . . . Hear our prayer.
We know that you do hear our prayers, Lord.  Listen also now 

as we offer the prayer taught to us by your Son, Jesus:

“Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name.

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.

  Give us this day our daily bread;

  and forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors;

  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil

  for thine is the kingdom and the power 

  and the glory, forever.     Amen"
Brief silence
Closing Sung Prayers                      from Songs of Presence, by David Keller and Lynn Bauman
Listen or hum or sing quietly, as you wish
“Remain in the company of God this day,


remain in the company of God

  Remain in the company of God this day,


remain, remain, remain.”

“All shall be well,

  
and all shall be well,
  and all manner of things,


shall be well."
Brief silence

Closing Words and Blessing  
 
              from the Book of Common Worship 
               






    as the Christ Candle is extinguished
As our worship ends, and as we go forth into the world 

in this Lenten season, 

"I invite you, in the name of Christ, 

  to observe a holy Lent . . . 
  by self-examination and penitence, . . . 
  by prayer and fasting, . . . 
  by works of love, . . . 
  and by reading and meditating on the Word of God."
May the God of peace

make you holy in every way

and keep your whole being—

spirit, soul, and body—

free from every fault

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Amen

Leave when you are ready

"Sometimes there would be a rush of noisy visitors and the Silence of the monastery would   be shattered.  
This would upset the monks; but not the master, who seemed just as 

content with the noise as with the Silence.  
To those protesting he said one day: 

'Silence is not the absence of sound, . . . but the absence of self.'"

