Rejoicing in the Goodness of the Earth

Quiet Worship, Saturday, 25 June 2011, in the Chapel, at 9:00 a.m.
This is the 12th Week of Ordinary Time, and the week of the Summer Solstice.  
A time for doing ordinary things . . . a time for working . . . a time for families.
And a special time for being outdoors . . . in our gardens and parks, our forests and lakes.
Let us come together this morning, thanking God, rejoicing in the goodness of the earth.
i thank You God for most this amazing

by e. e. cummings

i thank You God for most this amazing

day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees

and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything

which is natural which is infinite which is yes

(i who have died am alive again today

and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth

day of life and of love and wings: and of the gay

great happening illimitably earth)

how should tasting touching hearing seeing

breathing any—lifted from the no

of all nothing—human merely being

doubt unimaginable You?

(now the ears of my ears awake and

now the eyes of my eyes are opened)
Gathering Music: 







“A Liturgy for St. Columba”
Two weeks ago was the Feast Day of St. Columba, Abbot of Iona, who brought Christianity to Scotland.  On that day, June 9th, each year the monks at Pluscarden Abbey in Scotland celebrate his life and ministry with a Gregorian Liturgy for St. Columba.  Here are its three opening chants:

            “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise . . .”  Ps. 95

            “How very good and pleasant it is for brethren to live together in unity!” Ps. 133

            “Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice . . .” Ps. 105

A brief period of quieting and silence
Opening Words:

        from the Book of Common Worship, as the Christ Candle is lighted
I pray to you, O Lord;

you hear my voice in the morning;

at sunrise I offer my prayer

and wait for your answer.

For the Lord is our God,

and we are the people of God’s pasture

and the sheep of God’s hand.

Oh, that today we would hearken to God’s voice.

A brief period of calm and silence
A Morning Psalm for this day:                                         “God the Creator and Provider,” from Ps. 104

Bless the Lord, O my soul


O Lord my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honor and majesty,


wrapped in light as with a garment. . . .
You make the clouds your chariot,


you ride on the wings of the wind,

     you make the winds your messengers,


fire and flame your ministers.

You set the earth on its foundations,


so that it shall never be shaken. . . . 

You make springs gush forth in the valleys;


they flow between the hills,

     giving drink to every wild animal;

the wild asses quench their thirst.

You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,


and plants for people to use,

     to bring forth food from the earth,


and wine to gladden the human heart,

 oil to make the face shine,


and bread to strengthen the human heart. . . .
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;


I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

May my meditation be pleasing to him,


For I rejoice in the Lord!”                          NRSV
Brief period of silence, for reflection on the Psalm
A Sung Prayer from Taizé:






             “Bless the Lord”
Listen to the words, or hum them, or sing them quietly, as you wish

“Bless the Lord, my soul,


and bless God’s holy name.

Bless the Lord, my soul,

who leads me into life.”
A brief period of silence

A Gospel Reading for this Day 

                                  “Do Not Worry,” Matthew 6:25-30 
Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.

     Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the  

birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?
     And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?  And why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.

     But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you . . . ?”













      NRSV
Great Silence:
The sound of the gong signals the beginning and the ending of this time for listening with the ears of our hearts, for seeking to rest in God’s embrace.  As the silence begins, you may wish to allow your breathing to slow, and the muscles of your face and neck and shoulders to relax.  [c. 10 min.]
A Sung Prayer from Taizé:




“Come and fill our hearts with your peace”

Listen to the words, or hum them, or sing them quietly, as you wish

        “Con-fi-te-mi-ni Do-mi-no
         “Come and fill our hearts with your peace.



quo-ni-am bonus



You alone, O Lord, are holy.


    Con-fi-te-mi-ni Do-mi-no

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.



al-le-lu-ia!”




al-le-lu-ia!”

A brief period of silence

Prayers of the People:





from the Book of Common Worship
In the silence of our hearts or in spoken words

let us give thanks for the gift of this day

and pray for the life of the world . . .
Lord in your mercy . . . hear our prayer . . . 
Eternal God, we rejoice this morning in the gift of life,

which we have received by your grace,

and the new life you give in Jesus Christ.

Especially we thank you . . . 

for the love of our families . . . 

for the affection of our friends . . . 

for strength and abilities to serve your purpose today . . . 

for this community of which we are a part . . . 

for the goodness of the Earth. . . . 
Lord in your mercy . . . hear our prayer . . .
A time of silence, for each to give individual thanks

God of grace, we offer our prayers for the needs of others

and commit ourselves to serve them

even as we have been served in Jesus Christ.

Especially this morning we pray for the needs . . . 
of those closest to us, family, friends, neighbors . . .

of refugees and homeless men, women, children . . . 

of the outcast and persecuted . . . 

of those from whom we are estranged . . . 

of the church throughout the world. . . .             
Lord in your mercy . . . hear our prayer . . . 
Lord, listen as we now offer our individual prayers, in silence or in words

     Each individual prayer ends with,  “Lord in your mercy . . . hear our prayer . . .”

We know that you hear our prayers, Lord.  Listen also now as we 

join our voices in praying the prayer taught to us by your Son, Jesus:

“Our Father, who art in heaven,     
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,    
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts,      
as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,     
but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom and the power 

         and the glory, forever. 



Amen”

A brief period of silence

A Sung Prayer from Taizé:








      “Alleluia”
Listen to the words, or hum them, or sing them quietly, as you wish

“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia”
A brief period of silence

Closing Prayer 

           from the Book of Common Worship, as the Christ Candle is extinguished
Lord, be with us as we leave this place of quiet,

Let us go forth in peace,

Let us take with us your gifts of life and love,

Let the Holy Spirit guide us as we go on the way.      Amen.

Leave when you are ready
