“You shall be like a Garden . . . ”

Quiet Worship

Saturday, 21 May 2011, in the Chapel at 9:00 a.m.
Late May/early June is both the time of Pentecost—the beginning of the growth of the Church on earth—and the joyful beginning of the season of green growing things throughout the land.

Our Gathering Music includes two Gregorian chants—“Introit” and “Kyrie Eleison”—which were recorded by The Gregorian Schola of the Pittsburg Latin Community within the roofless walls of an ancient monastic church . . . on a hilltop . . . surrounded by a lush meadow . . . with songbirds proclaiming their freedom in the background.

The two Sung Prayers from John Philip Newell’s Sounds of the Eternal—“You shall be like a garden, like a deep spring where waters never fail” and “Let me hear, let me hear, what you will speak, when I turn to you in my heart”—were recorded in a wooden church in the Outer Hebrides . . . during a gale . . . so that the creaking of the rafters can also be heard in the background.
Gathering Music
              





           Two Gregorian Chants 

by The Gregorian Schola of the Pittsburg Latin Community  

“Introit”    and    “Kyrie Eleison”
Opening Words              
             from Sounds of the Eternal: A Celtic Psalter, by John Philip Newell 
 “In the silence of our hearts or in spoken words

let us give thanks for the gift of this day

and pray for the life of the world . . . 

[a brief interval so that individual prayers may be offered, in silence]

Like light dappling through the leaves of a tree

and wind stirring its branches,

like birdsong sounding from the heights of an orchard

and the scent of blossom after rainfall,

so you dapple and sound in the human soul,

so you stir into motion all that lives.

In the early light of this day,

in the first actions of this morning,

let me be awake to life.

In my soul and in my seeing

Let me be alive to the gift of this new day,

Let me be fully alive.                    Amen.
[A brief period of calm and silence.]
Hebrew Scripture Readings for the Day   

                Isaiah 58:9-11 and Psalm 85:8-13


“If you remove the yoke from among you,




the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,



  if you offer your food to the hungry,




and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,



  then your light shall rise in the darkness




and your gloom be like the noonday.


  The Lord will guide you continually,




and satisfy your needs in parched places,




and make your bones strong;


  and you shall be like a watered garden,




like a spring of water,




whose waters never fail.”                        Isaiah 58:9-11, NRSV
[A brief period of silence and reflection]


“Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,




for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, 

to those who turn to him in their hearts.



  Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him 




that his glory may dwell in our land.



  Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;




righteousness and peace will kiss each other.



  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,




and righteousness will look down from the sky.



  The Lord will give what is good,




and our land will yield its increase.



  Righteousness will go before him,




and will make a path for his steps.”          Psalm 85:8-13, NRSV
[A brief period of silence and reflection]

A  Sung Prayer

                      from Sounds of the Eternal: Meditative Chants and Prayers









                                        by John Philip Newell
[Listen to the words, or hum them, or sing them quietly, as you wish]
“You shall be like a garden,

  like a deep spring where waters never fail. . . . ”       Isaiah 58:11
[Brief silence]
The New Testament Reading
                                                 Paul’s Letter to the Colossians, 3:12-17
                                                                             from the Lectionary, for Saturday in the Fourth Week of Easter
Paul writes, “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  

     Bear with one another and if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.

     Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

     And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thankful.

     Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in our hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.

     And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”                         NRSV
Great Silence:

[The sound of the gong signals the beginning and ending of this time for listening with the ears of our hearts, for seeking to rest in God’s embrace.  As the silence begins, you may wish to allow your breathing to slow, and the muscles of your face and neck and shoulders to relax.]

Prayers of the People



                          from the Book of Common Worship
“Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the splendor of creation, and in the beauty of every human life.       Especially this morning we thank you 

for the beauty of green growing things throughout the land . . .

for the sustaining love of family and friends . . . 

for the treasure stored in every person . . . 

and for the fellowship of faith in your church . . .  
Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer
We dare to pray for others, God our Savior, claiming your love in Jesus Christ for the whole world, committing ourselves to care for those around us, in His name.       Especially this morning we pray
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 

for those isolated by sickness or sorrow . . . and those who face death . . .

for those from whom we are estranged . . .

for those who cannot find work today . . . 

and for those who work in His name in every land . . .  
 Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer

Lord, listen as we now offer our individual prayers, in silence or in words.
  
[each individual prayer ends with, Lord in your mercy . . .        Hear our prayer]

We know that you hear our prayers, Lord.  Listen also now as we join our voices in praying the prayer taught to us by your Son, Jesus,

Our Father, who art in heaven,   hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our debts,    as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,   but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever. 



Amen”

[Brief silence.]

A Closing Sung Prayer:  
                       from Sounds of the Eternal: Meditative Chants and Prayers











                        by John Philip Newell

[Listen or hum or sing along as you feel called]
“Let me hear, let me hear, what you will speak

  When I turn to you in my heart.”      Psalm 85:8
[Brief Silence.]
Closing Words:
                  from Celtic Treasure: Daily Scriptures and Prayer, by J. Philip Newell
                        (the Pascal Candle remains lighted)
“The blessing of heaven,

  the blessings of earth,

  the blessings of sea and of sky.

  On those we love this day

  and on every human family

  the gifts of heaven,

  the gifts of earth,

  the gifts of sea and sky.”



Leave when you are ready

