Quiet Worship, Saturday, 24 October 2008

in the Chapel at 9:00 a.m.

The Gospel Reading in the Lectionary for this date includes Luke's account of Jesus praying 
The Lord's Prayer for the first time.

     As today's Quiet Worship draws to a close, we will be invited to listen to the Lord’s Prayer, spoken in first century Aramaic, the mother-tongue of Jesus.  It will then be offered again as 
a Sung Prayer, using a traditional Middle Eastern chant.

     The Aramaic text is included on the last page of this bulletin.  All are invited to follow along, speaking or singing this prayer in the Aramaic.

Gathering Music:



       two hymns, for All Saints and All Souls Days

from Immortal Gregorian Chant, Part II




   "Placare Christe Servulis"

("Sung to a most attractive melody, this hymn celebrates 

  the diverse multitude of the "company of saints.")
   "Regem cui omnia vivunt"
"Come, let us worship the King for whom all things live."
A brief period of silence and calm

Opening Words:        from Celtic Treasure, by J. Philip Newell, as the Christ Candle is lighted
We light a light

 in the name of the God who creates life,

 in the name of the Saviour who loves life,

 in the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. . . . 
A brief period of calm and silence
Opening Words continue:




           from The Iona Worship Book
Welcome to this place of worship:


 house of prayer for many nations; home to all who come.

Welcome to this gathering place:


 friend and stranger, saint and sinner in all who gather here.

Come with hope or hesitation; come with joy or yearning;


 all who hunger, all who thirst for life in its fullness.

Generous God and generous Savior,

 
touch us through your Spirit.

Let us worship God.

A brief period of silence

Sung Prayer

      Three contemporary sung prayers by David Keller and Lynn Bauman



  from Songs of Presence: Contemplative Chants for the New Millennium
Listen or hum or sing quietly, as you wish
“Holy, Holy, Holy One”

“Leave all things you have

      and come and follow me"
“I am the Way, the truth, and the life”

A brief period of silence

Psalm of the Day: 



        from the Lectionary for this date, Psalm 63
   “Comfort and Assurance in God’s Presence”
“O God, you are my God, and I seek you,

my soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you;


as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,


beholding your power and glory.

Because your steadfast love is better than life,


my lips will praise you.

So I will bless you as long as I live;


I will lift up my hands and call on your name.

My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,


and my mouth praises you with joyful lips

when I think of you on my bed,


and meditate on you in the watches of the night;

for you have been my help,


and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.

My soul clings to you,

your right hand upholds me. . . .”                NRSV
A brief period of silence, for reflection on the Psalm

Sung Prayer

  from Songs of Presence: Contemplative Chants for the New Millennium

Listen or hum or sing quietly, as you wish       

“Be still and know that I am God        

Be still and know that I am                  

Be still and know                                   

Be still

Be”

A brief period of silence

Gospel Reading for the Day: 

from the Lectionary for this date, from Luke 11: 1-13







       "The Lord's Prayer" and "Perseverance in Prayer"
Jesus "was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 'Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.'  [And he responded by offering them the Lord's Prayer.]
     And then he said to them, 'Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.'  And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.'

     I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

     So I say to you, 'Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.'  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish?  Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion?  If you then, who are [human], know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"  







 NRSV
The Word of the Lord                          . . . “Thanks be to God.”
Great Silence

The sound of the gong signals the beginning and the ending of this time for listening with the ears of our hearts, for seeking to rest in God’s embrace.  As the silence begins, you may wish to allow your breathing to slow, and the muscles of your face and neck and shoulders to relax. (c. 10 min.)
Prayers of the People




from the Book of Common Worship
“Eternal God, we praise you for your mighty love given in Christ’s 
  sacrifice on the cross,

  and the new life we have received by his resurrection.

  Especially this morning we thank you for

 the presence of Christ in our weakness and suffering . . .
 for the opportunities each of us has to help and to heal . . . 

 for all others who work to help and heal . . . 
 for the ministry of Word and Sacrament . . . 
 for the ministry of our Senior Pastor, Tim Hart-Andersen,

      who now completes his tenth year among us . . . 






Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer
“God of grace, let our concern for others this day be nourished by and 

  reflect Christ’s own self-giving love, . . . 
  not only in our prayers, but also in our practice.  
  Especially this morning we pray for

 those subjected to tyranny and oppression wherever it may be . . . 

 for wounded and injured people . . .

 for those who face death . . .

 for those who may be our enemies . . . 

 for the Church throughout the world.
 




Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer

“Lord, listen as we now offer our individual prayers, in silence or in 

  words 

        [each individual prayer ends with, Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer]

“We know that you hear our prayers, Lord.  Listen also now as we join 
  our voices in praying the prayer taught to us by your Son, Jesus,

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name.

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.

  Give us this day our daily bread;

  and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors;

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil

  For thine is the kingdom and the power 

  and the glory, now and forever. 


Amen.”

A brief silence

Closing Prayer




      The Aramaic Lord’s Prayer  (see text below)
As this Quiet Worship draws to an end, listen first to the Lord’s Prayer spoken in first century Aramaic, the mother-tongue of Jesus.  Then hear it again as a Sung Prayer, in a traditional Middle Eastern chant.  All are invited to follow along, speaking or singing this prayer in the Aramaic.

The Aramaic Lord’s Prayer

“Abuna di bishmayya’


   “Our Father in heaven,
yitqaddash shemakh


  

holy is your name.
tay ‘tay malkutakh


     Your kingdom come,
tihveh re ‘utakh




your longing come

hekh di bishmayya’ af ‘al ‘ar ‘a’
     

for the earth to be as it is in heaven.

lahmana di misteya’


     The bread of our need
hav lana’ yoma dena’




give to us each day,

u shevuq lana hovaina’


     
and forgive us our sins
kedi shebaqna’ le hayyavaina’
     

as we forgive those who sin against us.
ve’ al ta’al linnanna’ lenisyon
    Do not lead us on a path where we will fail you;

beram ‘atselna’ min bi ‘sha’

     
rather, deliver us from evil.

Lakh malkuta’ ugevurta viqara’       For the kingdom and the power and the glory 




are yours,
‘ad ‘alam ‘almayya’




now and forever.

‘amen."




     Amen.”

Closing Words: 





    as the Christ Candle is extinguished


Let us now go forth into the world in peace,



carrying the quietness of time together with us,



seeking justice and joy in the Holy Spirit.

All are invited to remain in the Quiet after the Christ Candle is extinguished, . . . perhaps reading and savoring the words of the Lord's Prayer as they have been translated from the Aramaic back into English . . . leave when you are ready. . . .
[The original form of the Lord’s Prayer has come down to us in Greek.  A scholar, Joseph Fitzmeyer, has translated this original text back into first century Aramaic, the mother-tongue of Jesus.  Lynn Baumann has provided the phrase by phrase translation of the Aramaic (in his CD Songs of Presence, available at http://praxisofprayer.com).]
