“You shall be like a Garden . . . ”
Quiet Worship
Saturday, 30 May 2009, in the Chapel at 9:00 a.m.

Late May is both the time of Pentecost—the beginning of the growth of the Church on earth—and the joyful beginning of the season of green growing things throughout the land.

Our Gathering Music includes two chants for Pentecost:  first, the bells of Rennes Cathedral and then the children of the Ward School sing Spiritus Domini/The Spirit of the Lord;  then,   the choir of the Community of l’Arche chants Alleluia. Veni Sancte Spiritus/Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit.
The two Sung Prayers—from J. Philip Newell’s Sounds of the Eternal—were chanted by many groups around the Twin Cities during his just completed visit to Minnesota, May 19-20-21.
Gathering Music:
              Two Chants for Pentecost,  from Immortal Gregorian Chant, Part II
“Spiritus Domini



The spirit of the Lord

replevit orbem terrarum, alleluia:

has filled the whole world, alleluia.

et hoc quod continet omnia,


And that which contains all things

scientiam habet vocis.



knows his voice.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.”

“Alleluia.




Alleluia.

Veni Sancte Spiritus,



Come, Holy Spirit,

reple tuorum corda fidelium:


fill the hearts of your faithful:

et tui amoris in eis



kindle in them

ignem accende. . . .



the fire of your love. . . . ”
Opening Words:               
        from Sounds of the Eternal: A Celtic Psalter, by J. Philip Newell
                                                                                as the Christ Candle is lighted
“In the silence of our hearts or in spoken words

let us give thanks for the gift of this day

and pray for the life of the world . . . 
[ brief individual prayers may be offered, in silence ]

Like light dappling through the leaves of a tree

and wind stirring its branches,

like birdsong sounding from the heights of an orchard

and the scent of blossom after rainfall,

so you dapple and sound in the human soul,

so you stir into motion all that lives.

In the early light of this day,

in the first actions of this morning,

let me be awake to life.

In my soul and in my seeing

Let me be alive to the gift of this new day,

Let me be fully alive.                    Amen.
[A brief period of calm and silence.]
Hebrew Scripture Readings for the Day:

       Isaiah 58:9-11 and Psalm 85:8-13


“If you remove the yoke from among you,




the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,



  if you offer your food to the hungry,




and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,



  then your light shall rise in the darkness




and your gloom be like the noonday.


  The Lord will guide you continually,




and satisfy your needs in parched places,




and make your bones strong;


  and you shall be like a watered garden,




like a spring of water,




whose waters never fail.”



“Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,




for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts.



  Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him 



that his glory may dwell in our land.



  Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;




righteousness and peace will kiss each other.



  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,




and righteousness will look down from the sky.



  The Lord will give what is good,




and our land will yield its increase.



  Righteousness will go before him,




and will make a path for his steps.”              NRSV
[A brief period of silence, for reflection on the Readings.]
A  Sung Prayer

          from Sounds of the Eternal: Meditative Chants and Prayers,









                               by J. Philip Newell
Listen to the words, or hum them, or sing them quietly, as you wish.
“You shall be like a garden,

  like a deep spring where waters never fail.”  Isaiah 58:11
[Brief silence.]
The New Testament Reading:
       "The Living Stone and a Chosen People," I Peter 2:4-10
                                                                                            from the Lectionary, for The Eve of Pentecost
Peter writes, “Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it reads in scripture:
'See, I am laying in Zion a stone,


a cornerstone chosen and precious;

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.'

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

'The stone that the builders rejected

 has become the very head of the corner.'

and

'A stone that makes them stumble,
 and a rock that makes them fall.'

They stumble because they disobey the word, 

as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Once you were not a people,


but now you are God's people;

once you had not received mercy,


but now you have received mercy."                      NRSV
Great Silence:

[The sound of the gong signals the beginning and ending of this time for listening with the ears of our hearts, for seeking to rest in God’s embrace.  As the silence begins, you may wish to allow your breathing to slow, and the muscles of your face and neck and shoulders to relax. c. 15 min.]

Prayers of the People:



               from the Book of Common Worship
“Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the splendor of creation, and in the beauty of every human life.       Especially this morning we thank you 

for the beauty of green growing things throughout the land . . .

for the sustaining love of family and friends . . . 

for the treasure stored in every person . . . 

and for the fellowship of faith in your church . . .  
Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer
We dare to pray for others, God our Savior, claiming your love in Jesus Christ for the whole world, committing ourselves to care for those around us, in His name.       Especially this morning we pray
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 

for those isolated by sickness or sorrow . . . and those who face death . . .

for those from whom we are estranged . . .

for those who cannot find work today . . . 

and for those who work in His name in every land . . .  
 Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer

Lord, listen as we now offer our individual prayers, in silence or in words

[each individual prayer ends with, Lord in your mercy . . . Hear our prayer]

We know that you hear our prayers, Lord.  Listen also now as we join our voices in praying the prayer taught to us by your Son, Jesus,

Our Father, who art in heaven,   hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our debts,    as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,   but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever. 



Amen”

[Brief silence.]

A Closing Sung Prayer:  
           from Sounds of the Eternal: Meditative Chants and Prayers,










                 by J. Philip Newell
Listen or hum or sing along as you feel called

“Let me hear, let me hear, what you will speak

  When I turn to you in my heart.”      Psalm 85:8
[Brief Silence.]
Closing Words:
        from Celtic Treasure: Daily Scriptures and Prayer, by J. Philip Newell,
              as the Christ Candle is extinguished

“The blessing of heaven,

  the blessings of earth,

  the blessings of sea and of sky.

  On those we love this day

  and on every human family

  the gifts of heaven,

  the gifts of earth,

  the gifts of sea and sky.”



Leave when you are ready.

All are invited to gather in the Heller Commons for coffee or tea and muffins after worship to greet today's Worship Leader, Sr. Joan Tuberty, and special guests from the longest continuously active Centering Prayer group in the area.  
Sr. Joan founded this group at St. Olaf Catholic Church sixteen years ago, and it has met faithfully every Saturday morning ever since.    Westminster's Quiet Worship may be beginning to gain a bit of longevity, but it has only been offered since May of 2000 and, then, only on the fourth Saturday of most months.
All are invited to a special time with special friends.

