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Introduction:  Comparisons 

1. Bible and a dictionary 

a. Both are a source of knowledge 
b. I think that reading the Bible is exciting, but reading a dictionary would be boring 

beyond words (no pun intended) 
c. Some people would prefer to increase their vocabulary by reading a dictionary 

and may prefer that over the Bible. 
 

2. Comparisons are made every day. 

a. Many times our comparisons lead to our decisions. 
b. Drive thru restaurant 
c. The way we spend our time 

 
There is a comparison that we are going to be looking at today.   

1. Make reference to my title. 
2. We are looking today and how Godliness can be learned from the characteristics of a tree. 
3. In a sense, we are comparing ourselves to the Godliness as it is compared to the 

characteristics of a tree. 
 
Read Psalm 1:1-3 
Do you have the characteristics of a tree that as described in Psalm 1? 
 

1. He is planted correctly. 

a. I want you to see first of all the proximity of the tree with its source for growth. 
b. Planted by the streams of water. 
c. We need to not only have a Bible in close proximity to us, but we need to be in it 

and having it impact our lives. 
d. Go back to the tree comparison 

i. The tree is strong because it is in close proximity to a constant source. 
e. He is planted firmly there. 

i. He has a commitment to not move away from that habit. 
ii. The tree isn’t going anywhere. 

f. What is your proximity to the source? 
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i. Needs to be a constant. 

g. Go back to verse two and discuss the delight in and meditating on as being the 
key for the proximity. 

i. The two key words...Delight and Meditate 
ii. Define delight:  Delight carries with it a sense of permanancy, not sudden 

excitement.  It is to give a high amount of personal satisfaction to it. 
1. The main source of satisfaction in a believer’s life must come from 

the Word of God. 
2. It is the permanent fixture in his life. 

iii. Define meditate:  It is the act of calling to mind something, pondering it, 
and correlating your life to it. 

iv. The word of God will hold the highest place of satisfaction in my life. 
h. Think about the ideas that Larry Fowler brought out. 

i. Word of God hits the heart of the person. 
ii. The heart has come to stand for man’s entire mental and moral activity, 

both the rational and emotional elements. 
iii. Combine the definition with the thought of the heart being the target. 

 
2. He produces fruit in season. 

a. We all understand the thought of fruit coming in season. 
i. The fruits and vegetables are in season during specific times. 

ii. They go through a process to get to the ripeness. 
iii. They bear certain characteristics when they are in season. 

b. There is that continuous process that we go through as Christians in discipleship.   
c. Make a comparison of the believer with the fruit from the tree in Psalm 1 

i. We will bear fruit in season. 
ii. The fruit that is borne in season comes when the preparation leading up to 

it is correct. 
d. Look at John 15:5-8 

i. This is a great verse that helps to demonstrate this principle and how it ties 
into discipleship. 

ii. The source is the vine.  It has a continuous flow to the branches that are 
attached to it. 

iii. The fruit only comes to the branch that remains attached to the source. 
iv. The characteristics of the disciple of Jesus are ones that bear much fruit.  

This is obvious because these are the ones who are attached to the source. 
e. We don’t have to work at the bearing of the fruit.  We work at the remaining 

attached to the source.  Our job is not to produce fruit.  Our job is to remain in the 
source.   It is the Holy Spirit’s job to produce the fruit in us, and He will produce 

2 
 



3 
 

the fruit in the ones who remain in the source. 
 

3. His leaf does not wither. 

a. This is the antithesis of the last point.  
b. The bearing of fruit indicates that the leaf is not withering. 

i. A tree that bears fruit will also have healthy leaves. 
ii. We obviously know that fruitful trees have healthy leaves. 

c. The leaf is also a reference to spiritual blessings or prosperity. 
i. God’s hand is evident upon one who is plugged into the source. 

ii. This is not necessarily physical and sociological well being.  This is 
greatly described by the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:11-13 

1. It is a matter of our outlook on God’s hand in our lives. 
2. Paul’s source of prosperity is inward.  It comes from within not 

from without. 
3. We need to be careful to gain our prosperity from within, and not 

from without. 
d. The righteous person is also compared to green leaves. 

i. Take a look at Jeremiah 17:8 
ii. Notice here that when the external forces come to the one who is planted 

by the source, then his leaves remain green. 
iii. The drought in life doesn’t affect this person. 

 
4. Whatsoever he does prospers. 

a. Compare the church at Laodicea with the church at Smyrna from Revelation 
chapter two and three. 

b. Talk about the one being poor monetarily and rich spiritually 
c. The other was the opposite. 

 
Conclusion:  So are you a tree? 


