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Advent Worship Christmas Program
and Soup Suppers December 14 at 10:00 am

December 3, 10 & 17

Supper at 6:00 pm
Worship at 7:00 pm

Please join us for a Sunday
School Christmas Program
on Sunday, December 14
between services in the

7 Sanctuary. We'll begin
Music of the season and Holden Eve- shortly after 10:00 am, and
ning Prayer. Special music provided by  the classes will be singing
Meridian Women’s Choir, Barbara Haw- and reciting the Christmas
man, Dustin Schroeder, the Holy Cross story. After the program,
Handbell Choir, Jennifer Rehder, Eddie we'll celebrate Jesus' birthday with cake in the
dePeterse, Ray Martin and Norma Fellowship Hall. The kids have been work-
Reed. Join us! ing hard on their music, thanks to our wonder-
ful teachers and Ray Martin, our pianist.

Newsletter Christmas Eve
The Holy Cross Chronicle is now avail- HOIy Communion
able on our website. You can access Candlehght Service
the current newsletter as well as past i}

newsletters any time you are on the
internet. Be sure to visit our website at
www.holycrosslutheran.ws.

Join us at 7:00 pm as
we celebrate the birth of
Jesus through worship,

word and song.

Semi-Annual
Congregational Meeting Lessons & Carols
December 14 following the December 28
11:00 am service at 11:00 am
Action on 2009 budget and election of Celebrate Christmas as we
2009 Congregational Council. tell the story of Christ's birth

through songs and scripture.




Pastor’'s Notes
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From the Lay President

Second Mile Giving

Dear Members of Holy Cross,

During this transition period, there are intense
demands for Congregational involvement. As
Lay President of the Council, | would like to
thank everyone for “stepping up to the plate”
and helping out as needed. The Ministry of Holy
Cross and God’s work is being carried out
because of your support, both physically and
financially. We also thank you for prayers.

There is still much to be done and with prayer
and a willingness to do as we are able, we can
all look forward to the beginning of a new minis-
try at Holy Cross.

| want to extend a very sincere thank you for
your involvement and help. God’s blessings to
each and every one of you.

Eileen Paulin French

As this newsletter is going to print, our
church is hosting three homeless families
through Interfaith Hospitality Network. All
three families have at least one small child.
One young mother has twenty-month-old
twins. Interfaith provides homeless families
a safe haven, allowing them to stay together
during the holidays and throughout the year.
Traditional homeless shelters often are
forced to divide families, separating mem-
bers by gender. Please support this vital
ministry by contributing as generously as
you are able to 2" Mile Giving during the
month of December. Holy Cross will also be
sponsoring one family for IHN Holiday
Giving. Please contact Diana Pearson if you
would like to contribute.

Service of
Prayer and Healing

Flowers for 2009

Join us on the first Wednesday of each month
at 5:30 pm for a Service of Prayer and Healing.
This is a quiet time to be intentional in prayers
for ourselves, our loved ones, and for those
who cannot pray. Through ancient words and
gestures we gather to turn our hearts to Christ.
We share our faith and we share our doubts.
We share God’s grace. Whether you are the
one who is suffering or are walking with some-
one who is, we invite you to join us as prayerful
pilgrims, attentive to the active presence of God
within and around us.

The 2009 Flower Chart is in the Narthex.
Please sign up while you

&%ﬁ?
Be sure to fill out the infor- \QP
mation card at the time you

have your choice of dates.
sign up on the chart. If an é} )
information card is not 8)}

received, the flowers will /
be listed in the bulletin “to —
the glory of God.” /\

SN—

Community Christmas
Concert

Medical Equipment

Holy Cross now has a stethoscope and sphyg-
momanometer for use by our members with
medical training. They are located in the church
office copy room inside the cabinet door on the
left marked "Medical." A First Aid Kit is located
in the kitchen on the wall beside the outside
door. This kit has smelling salts, bandages, etc.

All are invited to the Meridian Women’s
Chorus Christmas Concert at Central Presby-
terian Church on Saturday, December 20 at
4:00 pm. The Meridian Women’s Chorus,
which includes Holy Cross members Jennifer
Saye, Taylor Yates and Sue Maier will
present a capella music of the season. They
will be joined by three local handbell choirs,
including the Holy Cross Lutheran Church
handbell choir. The concert is free to the
public.




50 Plus Club

Our thanks to ...

Twenty people enjoyed the November Thanks-
giving celebration and engaged speaker Joe
Prescott-Reynard in dialog about many aspects
of his organic farming operation and the growing
local interest in organic farming. Special thanks
to Anne Hines who came early to help with
preparations (and stayed to load the first dish-
washer load) and to several others who helped
with serving and clean-up.

As has been our tradition for the December
meeting, we will carpool for a festive restaurant
meal. This year's destination is the Grayson
House Restaurant (off US 78 near Loganville).
The date is Thursday, December 11, leaving
Holy Cross at 10:30 am.

Grayson House is in a turn of the 20™-century
“Victorian cottage filled with old photographs and
memorabilia of a past era when hospitality and
southern gentility were king.” The menu changes
weekly, allowing the chef to incorporate fresh
seafood and local organic produce into menu
options. Lunch prices are in the $12-15 range.
See www.graysonhouse.net.

Advance sign-up is critical. Our final count must
be confirmed on Monday, December 8. Please
assure that you have signed up by Sunday,
December 7, and indicated whether you wish to
ride or drive. If you’re not a 50 Plus regular, but
would like to join us, we welcome your participa-
tion.

« Bobby and Paula Lewis for chaperoning
the Youth Group Saturday Service at the
Food Bank of Northeast Georgia.

« Pat Voytik for tailoring a robe for use by
a special-sized processional member

« Joe Prescott-Reynard for an engaging
program discussion for 50 Plus meeting

« those who served on the 2009 Council
Nominating Committee

o all who helped on the November 22
Property Work Day

e Denise Gabriel for providing Thursday
delivery service for the bulk of the menu
items enjoyed by 50 Plus in November

« Barbara Hawman for taking 34 filled shoe
boxes to the Athens collection point and to
all who contributed to Operation Christmas
Child

Adult Sunday School

Opening the Book of Faith will hold its final
class for this calendar year on December 7.
All adults are invited to join the Sunday
School Christmas Celebration at 10:00 am on
December 14. Fred Rohs and Lee Bane will
resume Book of Faith classes on January 4.

Normally a second class option is offered
during the winter. If you have requests con-
cerning the focus for such a class or material
to suggest-or, of course, if you'd like to lead a
class—please talk with Norma Reed.

Celebration!

Book Club News

Congratulations to Diana Pearson who was
recognized by Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Athens for having surpassed 1,000 volunteer
hours.

The Book Club will not meet in December. We
will resume meeting on Tuesday, January 13.
Our January Book Club selection is Sarah’s
Key by Tatiana de Rosnay. We hope you will
join us in the New Year!

Sunday School Schedule

Sunday School classes will take a break on
December 24 and 31 for the Christmas holi-
day. Sunday School will resume on January 7.




Angel Food Network

With the floundering economy and rising food costs, many people are struggling to make ends
meet. One opportunity available to all people is the Angel Food Ministry program. This service pro-
vides top quality groceries for purchase at a reduced price. Anyone, regardless of income, may
purchase a box of food for $30 which contains enough food to feed a family of four for about
a week, or a single person for about a month. There are also extra additional specials each month
from Angel Food Ministries. For more information about ordering and picking up the food, visit the
website, http://www.angelfoodministries.com/, or see the menu and list of phone numbers on the
table in the narthex. Angel Food Ministries works with churches throughout the country and is a
non-profit, non-denominational organization dedicated to providing grocery relief and financial
support to communities throughout the United States.

18* Annual Gift of Hope
The Ark; United Ministry Outreach Center

In the Spirit of Holiday Giving, we believe in sharing our blessings. We must not forget that we
have neighbors who need our assistance. The holiday season is the time when Want is keenly felt
and Abundance rejoices. We ask that you share your blessings by making a donation to The Ark’s
Gift of Hope, which will be used throughout the year to provide emergency assistance for rent,
utilities, prescription medicine and other basic life necessities. Mail your tax deductible donation to
The Ark, 640A Barber Street, Athens Georgia 30601. If you would like your donation to be made in
honor of family or friends include a list of names and addresses with your donation.

As Dickens wrote in A Christmas Carol, “At this festive season of the year, Mr. Scrooge, it is more
than usually desirable that we should make some slight provision for the poor and destitute, who
suffer greatly at the present time. Many thousand are in want of common necessaries; hundred of
thousands are in want of common comforts.” To that end The Ark hopes that you will help make a
difference in the community.

Youth News

Upcoming youth group events:

Youth Group Christmas Party - Sunday, December 14, from 6:00
to 8:00 pm. We'll have yummy food to eat and Christmas games to
play. If you'd like to participate in the gift exchange, bring a wrapped
gift suitable for a guy or girl ($10 or less). Our evening will end with a
special Christmas devotion. Be sure to join us to celebrate the joy of
Christmas!

In the new year:

January Youth group meetings: We will have regular group meet-
ings on January 11 and 25 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Everyone is invited -~
to join us for a meal, games, devotion and small group time.

Souper Bowl of Caring — On February 1 help out the hungry on this day of excess by collecting
cans of soup and dollar bills after the worship.




Website News from Becky Kerr

Please help me keep the website current and effective. The website is intended to be a source of
current, accurate information for Holy Cross members, but also (and more importantly) a witness
and invitation to those who are potential visitors or seekers in the faith. To help me fulfill this mis-
sion, | am looking for the following:

Calendar items. The website has a monthly calendar and a weekly calendar. In order for this to be
most effective, please let me know what events you are planning and when, the day, time beginning
and time ending, the location and a contact person for the event. If times change or if an event is
postponed or cancelled, please let me know ASAP. | don’t want to give out incorrect info on the
website!

Special events. | will highlight special events that are going on in our church life (for example:
Thanksgiving meal or New Member welcome). Please let me know if you are planning something
that is a highlight for the congregation.

Photos. If you have photographs of an event, please let me post some of them in the website
Photo Gallery! Photos on a CD are fine, but it's easiest to email them to me. Please do not email
ALL photos, just choose between 2 and 10 representative photos and | will post them in the appro-
priate Gallery (low resolution photos are best for the website).

Other content. From time to time, you may find something or be aware of something that will have
meaning for our congregation and/or the visitors and seekers who visit our website. It may be a link
to a website or a publication, an opportunity to serve or similar item of interest. Please let me know
if you would like me to create a link or article on the website and | will do my best to accommodate!

Send items to becky.hcl@charterinternet.com. Our website address is www.holycrosslutheran.ws.

Sharing Christmas

The local office of Lutheran Services of Georgia (LSG) is focused on serving adults with severe
developmental disabilities through a program called FACES (Facilitating, Advocacy, Care, Educa-
tion, and Shelter). On a ministry station you will find short biographical information about the eleven
local participants, ranging in age from 15-57. Each lives with a local family led by adults trained as
supportive companions and chosen to treat them with dignity and respect. They receive therapy
primarily in the “foster home” setting. LSG’s goal is to empower each person to lead a more full and
enriching life.

You are invited to choose an item from the “Angel Tree.” LSG offers the community this opportunity
to share their compassion and offers advance thanks for our support of their FACES program. Gifts
with the tag attached should be returned by Sunday, December 14.

The local coordinator, Ryan Whitmire (who spoke to 50 Plus about this program) offers a word of
explanation about one unusually expensive item. The Wii gaming console will greatly benefit the
young man who has requested it. It will be used for both physical therapy and to build self-esteem.
This item is tagged as ten separate $25 donations, in hopes that working together, we can open up
this person’s horizons. Checks can be written to Holy Cross toward this gift and one of us will
purchase it. Questions? See Norma Reed.




ACS Winter Concert Ruth Circle News

You are invited to the Winter Concert of the The Ruth Circle invites you to join them in
Athens Choral Society, to be held at the Ath- making health and hygiene kits for Athens
ens First United Methodist Church on Tuesday, Nurses Clinic. The Athens Nurses Clinic
December 9, at 7:30 pm. The chorus, soloists serves underinsured people in our community.
and instrumentalists will perform two Nativity People wishing to help should bring items
carols based on 15th Century texts -- A Babe is such as soap, shampoo, lotion, deodorant,
Born and This Endris Night -- composed by~ socks, combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
our own Dr. John Corina; Franz Joseph Kleenex, washcloths, razors, and shaving
Haydn's Missa Sancti Nicolai; and John Rut- cream etc. and place them in the box under
ter's Magnificat. Several of our Holy Cross the mailboxes in the fellowship hall.

members will be performing with the Athens

Choral Society, as it ushers in its 37th season. With your help, the Ruth Circle is sponsoring
Come, enjoy this wonderful concert. Admission several families from our community this
is free. Christmas. Please visit the Giving Tree in the

Fellowship Hall to choose your gift tag. Help

make Christmas merry for these families.

IHNA Calendars for Sale Please turn your donations in by Sunday,

December 14. Share the joy of Christmas!

Just in time for Christmas gifts, IHNA is offering
beautiful 2009 calendars for sale. Thanks to Ja-
mie Calkin, an area artist whose work is familiar
to many Athenians, these colorful calendars
feature all the participating IHNA host churches ; e :
(Holy Cross is featured in August). They sell for need cookies, cookie tins, paper, bows, ribbon
$15 each and are available from Diana Pearson and enthusiasm!!' We will be boxing cookies to
or by calling 706-425-1881. The calendars will ~ deliver to congregational members as well as
also be available for purchase at the annual putting together the kits for the Athens Nurses
Benevolence Market to be held at Milledge Ave- Clinic and wrapping gifts for our Giving Tree
nue Baptist Church on Sunday, December 7 families. There is something for everyone so

from 12:00 to 3:00. Why not get a head starton W& invité you to come and see. If you are un-
your shopping and benefit IHNA as well! able to come but would like to donate cookies,

you may leave them in the kitchen marked
“‘Ruth Circle.” If you can help deliver cookies,

The Ruth Circle’s next meeting will be held on
Monday, December 15 at the church at 6:30
pm. Please bring a dish to share. We wel-
come all women of Holy Cross to join us. We

November Attendance please let Jennifer Saye or Julie Westphal
know. If anyone needs transportation, please
Sunday 9:00 11:00 also contact Jennifer (706-353-8170) or Julie
(706-549-8537).
First 50 79
Second 25 5 Hand Chime Group
Third 58 89 All Holy Cross children and youth in grade 2
and up are invited to take part in a Christmas
Fourth 73 54 handchime group. We will rehearse from 5:30
to 6:00 pm on Wednesdays, December 3, 10
Fifth ** x> and 17. We will play in church either on

December 21 or 24. If you have questions,
** Not available or applicable. please contact Becky.




Celebration!

Treyvon Smith's team, the North East Georgia reNEGAdes won the State Junior Varsity Wheelchair
Handball Championship on Saturday, November 15th in Stockbridge, Georgia. The reNEGAdes are six
rookies who all played every minute of every game this season because they didn't have anybody to
substitute. They went 6 and 0 for a perfect regular season and won a dramatic come from behind victory
over last year's defending state champs, the Richmond County Dream Team. Down 9 goals to 5 in the
fifth period, the reNEGAdes scored a goal at the end of the period to cut the deficit to 3 goals and build
momentum for the sixth and final period of regulation. In the sixth period, the Dream Team made the
mistake of leaving Treyvon completely unguarded with no one between him and the goal but the goalie,
not once, not twice but three times! And it cost them all three times! The reNEGAdes Brent Gelfand hit
Treyvon with a long pass each time and Treyvon scored each time to tie the game 9 to 9 at the end of
regulation and send the game to sudden death overtime. The reNEGAdes won the coin toss and chose
to go on offense. In a surprise opening gambit, Treyvon started the overtime as the reNEGAdes
goalie! Brent took the kick off down the left side of the court and when the Dream Team swarmed him,
Treyvon came out of the goal and flew down the right side of the court. He caught Brent's pass just past
half court, rolled up to about 10 feet from the goal and launched a rocket shot. It bounced off the goalie's
forehand then off the goal post back to Treyvon. He instantly shot again, another cannon shot past the
goalie's ear into the back of the goal to steel the victory. It was the reNEGAades' only lead of the game.

Avoid “ReGifting”! Give Charitable Donations!

Let’s face it. We sometimes find ourselves trying to purchase gifts for the person who “has everything”
or “needs nothing.” Save yourself from purchasing another box of chocolates for your uncle on a diet or
a box of stationery for the cousin who spends all her time sending text messages. Instead, give a mone-
tary donation to one of our local nonprofits in the name of someone. Visit the Holiday Benevolence
Mart at Milledge Avenue Baptist Church, Sunday, December 7", from 12:00 — 3:00 pm. Shoppers
can choose from a wide variety of “gift donations” to fit any budget and all proceeds go directly to
Athens Area nonprofit ministries.

Holiday Concert

Lutheran Campus Ministry

Town and Gown and Lyric League will
present a Christmas Can-tata on De-
cember 19th and 20th at 7:30 pm at
the Athens Community Theatre behind
the Taylor-Grady House on Prince Ave.
Admission is free. Bring canned goods
to feed the hungry.

From the
Bailey Family

Thank you all very much for the gener-
ous gift. Your thoughtfulness means so
much.

Tom Bailey & Family

November brought many new faces to Holy Cross Lutheran
Campus Ministry. We are excited about the freshmen who have
been joining us for fellowship and Bible study. Thanks to Taylor
Yates, Diana Pearson and Jennifer Saye for providing meals. It is
so nice to have home cooked meals and we appreciate your time
and effort.

One Monday this month the students participated in a poverty
simulation that was put on by the university’s School of Family
and Consumer Sciences. Afterwards, we met to discuss how we
felt and how poverty affects our attitudes, faith and actions.

Eddie continues to lead us through stimulating and thought-
provoking Bible studies and we appreciate Pastor Dave leading
us in worship and holy communion.

Thank you for all your support this fall. Please keep the ministry
in your prayers during the holiday season.

8




gbrafions! | ,in Memoriam

A gift has been received in

December Ce

Birthdays &@f the Memorial Fund
=
1 Rich Dluhy 22 Carol Corina In Memory of Chuck Barrack
4 Beth Page 24 Claire Boehlke Mr. & Mrs. John Barrack
6 Molly Blaschke 25 Van Burns Mrs. June Gnann
8 George Maier 25 Melanie Nicholas Mr. & Mrs. George Pearson
10 Mike Boehlke 27 Abby Hobbs Mr. & Mrs. Jim Westphal
10 Andrea Hobbs 28 Elizabeth Wagner
12 Josh Lewis 30 Donna Maria Mattocks In Memory of Mrs. Mary Kerr
15 Will Stewart Mrs. AiImonte Howell
Mr. & Mrs. George Pearson
__ Wedding Anniversaries Mr. & Mrs. Jim Westphal
AN 9 Mary & Doug Mattocks In Memory Rev. Bill Martin
Conf» 14 Courtney & Mike Boehlke Mr. & Mrs. John Barrack

NS 18 Becky & Bill Kerr

26 Marybeth & Thomas Harris Mrs. Bertha Dresden

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hansen

. ﬁ& Mr. & Mrs. Norm Inwright
Baptisms 600 Mr. & Mrs. George Pearson
1 Will Stewart 22 lan Thomsen Mrr.ghwrf.JBim \?Vper:,;[hﬂgl
2 Norma Reed 22 Katlyn Thomsen ) ' P
10 Fred Yount 22 Megan Williams
15 Sarah Kay Pope 24 Kelsey Lewis In Memory of LaDene Terry
15 Kay Whelpley 24 Julie Westphal Mr. & Mrs. Norm Inwright
20 June Gnann 26 Catie Kiefer Mr. & Mrs. George Pearson
20 Bill Kerr 27 Jeanette Howell Mr. & Mrs. Jim Westphal

22 Brittany Thomsen 27 Keith Wiggans
In Memory of Ruth Williams
Mrs. Bertha Dresden
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Westphal

Darius Goes West

Darius has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, DMD,

the number one genetic killer of children world- Welcome our visitors . . .
wide. He is a 15-year-old Athenian who was taken

on a cross-country adventure of a lifetime by his James Carson

camp counselors. Barbara Cooper

An award-winning DVD, documenting this special Tom Cooper

adventure, is available for purchase in the fellow- Jo Dorand

ship hall. All profits will go to FIND a Cure for TOI\% rf/‘ éiﬁ;;ye

DMD. If you would like to purchase a DVD, please
leave a check for $20 made out to DGW, (Darius
Goes West) in Lynn Faust's church mailbox. This
DVD is best suited for ages nine and up and
would make a great present while donating to a
worthy cause. See the bulletin board in the fellow-
ship hall for more information.

Bree & Rusty Joiner
Pete Kaschak
Kristen Kelly

Fred & Lana Pfeiffer

Daryl & Mary Jane Rackow
Bradley Taylor



