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òFor there is born to you this day in the City of David a Savior,                        

who is Christ the Lordó   Luke 2:11 

u òHanging of the 
Greensó Sunday, 
December 6th @ 
5:00 p.m. éééé.3 

u òA Starry Night 
in Bethlehemó 
Christmas Eve @ 
the 6:00 pm 
Family Service 
ééééé.8 

u Annual Youth 
Ski Trip coming up 
January 2010 
ééééé.6 

u òJoy in the 
Morningó ladies 
breakfast & coffee, 
Saturday, 
December 5th.  
ééééé.3 

MYRTLE GROVE ð GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO CHOOSE LIFE! 

 

 The time was at hand.  God was about to transition his 

people from their life of wanderings in the wilderness to their new 

life in their Promised Land.  God had to address those who were in 

leadership as well as the people.  The central issue was their 

willingness to choose life and live their lives according to Godõs 

way and will.  The book of Deuteronomy addresses the people 

about what is most important as they make their way into the new 

land.  

       Continuedé  

u òDownhereó Band 
Returns to Myrtle 
Grove December 
20th for a special 
Christmas 
presentation. 
ééééé.4 
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Although the time is different and the people receiving this òsecond lawó is also 

different, the Word of God is timeless and still calls Godõs people to a higher 

standard.  I believe the Lord is speaking to me, to our leadership and to his people 

that the time has come for us to move into òthe landó - a more full expression of what 

God has for us.  Letõs look at Deuteronomy chapter thirty beginning at verse eleven: 

 

òFor this commandment which I command you today is  

not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off.  It is not in heaven,                                                

that you should say,  Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us,                 

that we may hear it and do it?  Nor is it beyond the sea,  

that you should say, Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may  

 hear it and do it? But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart,  

 that you may do it.  See I have set before you today life and good, death and evil,                        

 in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to  

 keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply;  

 and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which you go to possessé 

 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you  

 life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your  

 Descendants may live; that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His  

 voice, and that you may cling to him, for He is your life and the length of your days;  

 And that you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham,  

 Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.ó (Deuteronomy 30:11 -20) 

 

I would like to make a few comments and reflections as we move through the Christmas season and 

into the next year as a Church family.   

 1.  The Ways and the Word of God are not too mysterious for us.  God wants us to get it!  

 2.  The Word of God is not too far off so that we need someone to go get it for us.  

 3.  The simple Word of God is near to every person even in their heart - It is a choice!  

 4.  God has set before us as individuals and as a church family Life and Death.  

 5.  God is òpulling for us;ó He expects us to òChoose Life.ó 

 6. Choosing Life involves Loving God with all our heart, obeying His voice, and clinging to H i m , 

     because He is our Life.  

 7.  In our obedience God fulfills His covenant He promised to Abraham and fulfilled for us in 

       Christ.  

  

 In Him, 

 Steven J. Mattis  

 Sr. Pastor 

January  ð 

Confronting our 

Spiritual Lethargy: A 

Call to Prayer & 

Fasting 

 

February  ð Hearing and 

Obeying the Voice of 

the Holy Spirit.  

New Sermon Series for 2010  

To listen to Pastor Steveõs sermons online, simply go to  

myrtlegrove.org and click on òSermons.ó 
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Hanging of the Greens  

Women  

òHanging of the Greensó 

A Family Tradition!  

 

Join us Sunday, December 6th from 5:00 ñ8:00 pm 

as we decorate the Sanctuary, sing carols, and 

share a hot homemade soup & sandwiches.  

 

5:00ñ6:00 Families decorate the church &   

collect gift items.  

5:30ñ6:30 Carols 

(Children/Youth/Choir/Bands/Congregation)  

6:30 Light supper ñ Bring a favorite soup and des-

sert to share. (Sandwiches provided.)  

 

 Fuel Up and Shop with a Mission a Tremendous Success!  

Shop with a mission it was as a room full of women competitively shopped 

for some of the finest made pottery, hand -smocked dresses, paintings, 

hand -crafted jewelry, etc., you ever did see!  Approximately $3,500 was 

raised with $2,000 of it to benefit the Wakefield Girls Cottage of Lake 

Waccamaw.  Monies raised will help to paint, decorate, and clean the 

girlõs cottage. These efforts will not only provide a much-needed facelift to 

the cottage but will also help to make precious at -risk girls feel special, 

cared for and loved!  Special programs such as practical life skills are also 

being planned for these young ladies ranging in ages from 8 -15.  Thanks to 

all who came out and shopped to make this endeavor possible!  

 Joy in the Morning  

Ladies Breakfast & 

Coffee  

 Date: Saturday,     

December 5th,  

Time: 8:30 ð 10:00 am.  

Location: Fellowship Hall   

  

Ladies bring a friend and join 

us for a delicious breakfast 

and a special December 

treat as we learn how to 

make Christmas crafts and 

get some great decorating 

tips for the holidays!  

 

 

Ladies Night Out  

Last month we met at the home 

of Carol Bass for an evening of 

warm fellowship and heard a 

special testimony from Aiden 

DeMartino. December 14th @ 

6:30 pm we will meet at the 

home of Brenda Brown @ 226 

Satara Dr. Bring a friend and an 

appetizer.  

 Would you like to host a 

LNO at your home? If so, please 

contact Karen Cannon 617.5618.  

Womenõs Retreat at Fort Caswell 

Date: March 19th & 20th  

Cost: $57  

Ladies we will gather for dinner at 5:00 

pm on Friday, March 19, followed by 

praise & worship and a message from 

our guest speaker, Sandra Kennedy.   

Saturday morning will include a time of  

prayer, worship and a closing 

message from Sandra Kennedy, 

followed by communion. Cost covers 

room, breakfast, & dinner. Watch the 

church bulletin for  more details.  


