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LEADER® GUIDE FOR STUDY 1
Pain and Problems Are an
Opportunity for Joy

God turns difficulties into blessings when we apply his Word.

Real faith has to deal with pain and problems. Spiritual maturity is about
allowing our pain and problems to be used by God to create and build
perseverance in us. James calls our pain and problems trials. That is a
radically different take on pain and problems. Trials gives us a word picture
that has its roots in how precious metals are purified and refined by fire. The
point of trials is not to see whether we are guilty or innocent, pass or fail. The
point is development and growth. This study will focus on how to let those
trials refine us.

Lesson #1

Scripture:
James 1:2i 12
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provi de each person with the Participant
included at the end of this study.

Right out of the gate in the Book of James, God hits us with a radical approach to trials:

ficonsider trials an opportunity for jofprjg? What? Pain and

That sounds way too Pollyannaish, doesndét it? That might

But James didnodét say trials were an opportunity for happi
joy. Happiness comes from the same root word as happen or happening. Happiness is based on

happenings. But James isnét talking about feeling good be
Happiness is okay, but it 6end-af-the-poshstutffeJbyymeanshal | ow. Joy i s de
tranquility of the soul. Joy is a deep, underlying sense of wellbeing and meaning in life that is

totally independent of whatever is happeningd or not happening.

So trials are an opportunity for joy, because joy is based on a deep trust in God that nothing is

happening to you that is more important than your relationship with God and his purposes in

your | ife. James said, fé because you know that the testi
perseverance. 0

That means followers of Christ can consider trials an opportunity for joy because they know
God is going to use them to bring about perseverance. Perseverance means enduring or
standing firm, not giving up or running away when the heat is on.

Think about the opposite of perseverance. To not persevere with God during trials means to
lose faithin Godinthef ace of pain. 1tés giving up on God and an opp

Discussion starters:
Q| Share a personal story of something that happened in your past that seemed like a major

trial at the time, but now you can look back and laugh or see a lesson you learned from it.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Joy and wisdom should be evident in our behavior.

Read James 1:21 8 . In verse 2, James gave a bold command to consi
opportunity for joy. o Thee woow dwearroaadt uisn wtalmd smitdst of |
toughest trials. They are not iimpressed by Christians whc

is well.

Q| What do you think is the difference between joy and happiness? How much of your
happiness is tied to your circumstances?
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L eader 6sAndhers will vary, but lead them to the idea that happiness relates to a
feeling and is based purely on circumstances. Joy, on the other hand, exists deeper in

one’s heart. I't is not a f | mowable@agandbi®!l i ng, but is base
promi ses. The Greek word for joy can also be transl ate
mind a different picture than just being happy.

Q'I'n verse 4, James said that perseverance must f@dfinish

means? When do you think this work will be finished in your life? What evidence do you
see of Christ working in your character and decisions?

L eader 6 sOnH petsgective is that God is always molding and renewing us to

make us more like him. Philippians 1.6 say s, “ He wi | | carry on this work in |
day of completion,” which Iikely means for the rest of
and motivation to know that we'l/| never truly arrive,
further.

u

Q| Inverses 5i 6, James said to ask God for wisdom. What keeps us from asking God for
wisdom or from truly believing he will answer when we do ask? What would help you to
believe more?

L eader 6sCohmdnehstacles to believing God will answer are our past

experiences with prayer, not knowing how to recognize when he is leading us, etc. Some

things that can help strengthen our faith in this are
meditating more on the times that we have seen God answer prayer (as the Psalms are

always talkingabout ) , | earning to see God's hand at work, and g:
wise Christian influences around us.

Q| Share a time when you asked God for wisdom, direction, or discernment, in either a big or
little decision, and you really felt that he answered clearly.

Teaching point two: Faithfulness and perseverance result in a crown of life.

Kevin Conrad shared this account in his sermon AW sdom f c
(SermonNotes.com):

In 1940, Clarence Jordan founded Koinonia Farm in Americus, Georgia, as a haven for
racial unity and cooperation. In 1954, the Ku Klux Klan burned every building on the
farm except Jordands home.

In the midst of the raid, Jordan recognized the voice of a local newspaper reporter.

The next day, the reporter showed up for a story about the arson while the rubble was

still smoldering. He found Jordan in a field, planting see
the awful news of your tragedy last night, and I came out to do a story on the closing

of your farm. o

Jordan just kept planting and hoeing. The reporter continued his prodding, with no

response from Jordan. Finally, the reporter said AYoubve
years into this farm, and now therebdés nothing | e

youbve been?o0
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With that statement , Jordan stopped hoeing. He said to the reporte:
get it, do you? You dondét understand us Christians. What w
but faithfulness. o

Read James 1:97 12.

Q| Besides developing perseverance, what are some other reasons God would allow us to go
through trials?

Leader 6sMadlloitreg us able to comfort others and truly emp
through a similar trial (being blessed so we can be a blessing), pushing us to rely more

on God and less on ourselves, reordering our priorities and refocusing our eternal

perspective.

Q| How can being in community help us through trials?

Leader 6sGiNdbtkrl:essed us with the gift of community to h
trials, yet too many of us still try to go it alone. Comm unity can be a huge help—etting

us know we’'re not the only ones who have gone through
for needs, and weeping and rejoicing with us.

Q| According to verses 9i 11, what should be our attitude about worldly success?
Optional A  ctivity
Purpose: To help us redefine success.

Activity:  Provide everyone in the group with a magazine. Ask half the group to find a

picture of or article on someone who has achieved worldly success. Ask the other half to find a
picture of or article on som eone who has not achieved worldly success. Discuss how each
person in the successful group might be missing the most important things in life. Consider

how the unsuccessful mi ght be able to have a better attit
life.
Q' I'n verse 12, James said that we can receive the fdcrown

What do you think he was referring to?

L eader 6sThéladwe of life in eternity may mean that we get to spend eternity
with God, experiencing all the joy he has in store for us. On earth, it may mean that even
in a life full of trials, we still experience victory, hope, and joy.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

In these first 12 verses, James gave us a new orientation for life. The following was published in
Kindred Spirit , and exemplifies what James was talking about:
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Recently my wife and daughter and I were reading Psalm 37. When we came to the
fourth verse, ADelight yourself in the Lord and he wil!/l gi
heart, o | asked if this was true for me.
I am crippled by Lou Gehrig's disease, ALS, which is a progressive and fatal
neurol ogi cal il 1l ness. In the eight years |1 6ve had ALS, ité

of the use of my limbs. It also forced us out of our lovely home.

Is the promise of fulfilled desires true for me and for the millions of other believers

who have had their plans and exceedimglypns.Ishattered? VYes,
desire a healthy body, and Jesus promises me a body that is powerful, incorruptible,

glorious, and spiritual. I desire a home that is beautiful and spacious, and he is

preparing such a home for me in a city whose builder is God. I desire a world without

crime, lies, or violence, and he promises me a world where righteousness dwells. I

desire to be with those I love, and he promises that I will be caught up together with

them forever. I desire an end to my sorrow, and he promises me fullness of joy in his

presence.

I desire a heart so filled with love that there is no room for sin, and he promises to
make me like Jesus when I am in heaven. I desire a ministry, and he promises I will
serve him eternally. I desire a voice with which to praise him, and he promises I will
sing before his throne.

Most of all, I desire to see him, and he promises I will always behold his face. He will
keep his promise to give me the desires of my heart. (Kindred Spirit, Summer 2005
Vol. 29, No. 2)

Q| Write down a few of your own questions for James 1:27 12. They can be questions about
things you dondét under st an detodscussjwithsydurgaoupgyue st i on
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PARTICIPANT® GUIDE FOR STUDY 1
Pain and Problems Are an Opportunity

for Joy

God turns difficulties into blessings when we apply his Word.

Real faith has to deal with pain and problems. Spiritual maturity is about
allowing our pain and problems to be used by God to create and build
perseverance in us. James calls our pain and problems trials. That is a
radically different take on pain and problems. Trials gives us a word picture
that has its roots in how precious metals are purified and refined by fire. The
point of trials is not to see whether we are guilty or innocent, pass or fail. The
point is development and growth. This study will focus on how to let those
trials refine us.

Lesson #1

Scripture:
James 1:2i 12
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Trials are an opportunity for joy, because joy is based on a deep trust in God that nothing is

happening to you that is more important than your relationship with God and his purposes in

your |life. James said, "é& because you know that the testi
perseverance."

That means followers of Christ can consider trials an opportunity for joy because they know
God is going to use them to bring about perseverance. Perseverance means enduring or
standing firm, not giving up or running away when the heat is on.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Joy and wisdom should be evident in our behavior.

Teaching point two: Faithfulness and perseverance result in a crown of life.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

In these first 12 verses, James gave us a new orientation for life. The following was published in
Kindred Spirit, and exemplifies what James was talking about:

Recently my wife and daughter and I were reading Psalm 37. When we came to the
fourth verse, "Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your
heart," I asked if this was true for me.
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I am crippled by Lou Gehrig's disease, ALS, which is a progressive and fatal
neurological illness. In the eight years I've had ALS, it's taken my voice and robbed me
of the use of my limbs. It also forced us out of our lovely home.

Is the promise of fulfilled desires true for me and for the millions of other believers
who have had their plans and dreams shattered? Yes, it's true-exceedingly so. I desire
a healthy body, and Jesus promises me a body that is powerful, incorruptible, glorious,
and spiritual. I desire a home that is beautiful and spacious, and he is preparing such a
home for me in a city whose builder is God. I desire a world without crime, lies, or
violence, and he promises me a world where righteousness dwells. I desire to be with
those I love, and he promises that I will be caught up together with them forever. I
desire an end to my sorrow, and he promises me fullness of joy in his presence.

I desire a heart so filled with love that there is no room for sin, and he promises to
make me like Jesus when I am in heaven. I desire a ministry, and he promises I will
serve him eternally. I desire a voice with which to praise him, and he promises I will
sing before his throne.

Most of all, I desire to see him, and he promises I will always behold his face. He will
keep his promise to give me the desires of my heart. (Kindred Spirit, Summer 2005
Vol. 29, No. 2)
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LEADER® GUIDE FOR STUDY 2
Dealing with Temptation

God wants to give us strength to resist.

Dealing with temptation is an everyday thing. We all regularly face the
temptation to do things that are destructive and wrong. This study will help
us learn to deal with our temptations by knowing when we are being
tempted and by turning to God for help.

Lesson #2

Scripture:
James 1:13i 18; 4:71 8
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to | eader. At the beginning of the c¢class, provide eac
included at the end of this study.

First James wrote about trials, than he wrote about temptations. In the original language, they
are the same basic word. In many cases, the only way to know when it means trial and when it
means temptation is to look at the context, and so we need to know the difference between
trials and temptations.

Trials are things that happen to us. Temptations are experiences that present to us an

opportunity to do something wrong, destructive, and ultimately evil. Many times a trial will

include a temptation, but the temptation is not from God. Temptations come from our own evil

desires and from the evil one, not from God. We should never associate temptations with God,

because God is 100 percent good. He can allow or even send trials and tests, but never

temptations. Knowing this is important becaus e when we are tempted, itds not jus
choosing; ités choosing between good and evil

Discussion starters:
Q| Share a story from your childhood about being tempted to do something you knew was

wrong, but you did it anyway. Did the consequences of your poor choices make you regret
them? Why or why not?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God does not tempt me. The problem is my own sinful
nature.

Temptations are cus ,
away and enticed. 0O i magery is of dangling bait in fr
because you catch a sh by making it think itdéds going t
itds Il ed to its destruocwni ojnu.n kWe naorte atneynopntee de |Ibsye dosu,r and wh
we have to take responsibility and not blame our sinful choices on anybody but ourselves. We

candt even pin our sin on the devil. The devil can tempt
read in 1 Corinthians1 0: 13. When | sin, itdés because | want somethin

wrong to get it.

tom made: fieach ojyheisdragged e mpt ed when
The
fi

But James is not alll negative. He is positive about the
deceived, every good and perfect gthdsegiftcioGoeds from God, 0 a
giving us a second birth. So our ability to deal with temptation has to do with being born again

as followers of Christ. The power to resist temptation is not just willpower (though it does

involve our will); 1iteG@sgpawerortnh oty Gomrdées fSrpamikk who take
residence inside of us.

Q
r
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Read James 1:1371 18, 4:71 8.
Q| How can being in community help you fight temptations? How can it hurt and make it
harder to resist temptations?
L e ader 06 s Cohmuniey can help us fight te mptations by holding us accountable in
our weak areas, challenging us in love, and asking the tough questions. It can also help
pick us up when we do fall into sin, and provides those who will pray for us, direct us to
God’ s Word, and g iewrmeng\ind®feommanityncananiake it tdugher
to resist temptati on, if they make decisions that *
Q| What role does God play in the temptations you face? What role does Satan (and demons)
play in the temptations you face? What role do you play in the temptations you face?
Leader 6 sAlkpeeé may some part. Satan is the one ultimately responsible for
tempting us, and he never stops. God never tempts us, as James says, but he does allow
it at times (such as Jesus being led into the desert by the Spirit to be tempted). But 1
Corinthians 10: 13 says that God “always provides a
stand up under it.” Our role is to choose God’'s way
we can only do in God's power .
Q| What is usually the biggest help to you in resisting temptation?
L e ader 6 sCohmdnanswers are accountability partners, knowing and recalling
certain Scriptures, and avoiding tempting situations as much as possible.
Q| Right after writing in-depth about temptation and sin, James wrote about God and all of
his gifts (v. 171 18). Why do you think he chose to do this?
L eader 0sPeiaps James wanted to remind us that in the times we want to
blame God for our temptations and sins, we should remember that Go d is always good
and the giver of all good gifts.
Teaching point two: We need to take sin and temptation seriously.
In his book The Smellof Sinnaut hor Don Everts claims that in todayds
nearly as seriously as Jesus did. Hereferst o Jesus® shocking |l anguage about si

to cut off our limbs, tear out our eyes, and avoid smelling like an old grave.

Q What do you think about our current f@dtheology of si
comparison with others)? What woul d be Jamesds opinion of this?

Leader 6 sWeNolta&ve many euphemi sms today to | essen the
talking about sin. Sin is an extremely unpopular word today. The whole idea of moral

absolutes is becoming less and less popular. So the wortl does not take sin seriously,

and the church isn’t doing much better. We need to
between taking sin and its consequences seriously, while also always ending up in a

pl ace of God's grace and forgiveness.
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Habitualsins can often be the most discouraging temptations to
that goes: fASow an act and you reap a habit. Sow a habit
character and you reap a destiny.o

Q| Do you think this is true? Why or why not? How might it apply to resisting these
temptations? What habits do you think can help you resist temptation and say no to sin?

L eader 6 slftiNsogtrae, then it is tougher up front to fight habitual sins, but once
we do, we can truly create a new, healthy habit. Also we should not get discouraged
every time we fall back into a habitual sin, but instead gauge our progress by how we
have improved, such as going longer without sinning.

Optional Activity
Purpose: To help us realize how we trivialize our si n.

Activity:  Ask the group to call out any sin they can think of. These should include overt sins
such as murder and lying, and hidden sins such as pride and jealousy. Write down everything
the group mentions on a whiteboard or poster board. Then ask the g roup to decide which sins
they think are the worst. Put a star by those. When they are finished, ask them how they think
God ranks these sins. Explain that the smallest sin is as bad as the most serious sin to God.
For example he considers gossip as evil & murder. The consequences may not be as severe,
but the sin itself is anathema to his holiness.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

In the Star Wars movie Revenge of the Sith,Anakin Skywalker is constantly tempted to give in
to the dark side of the force. Different forms of temptation are used to manipulate him, much
as Satan does to usd causing doubt, justifying revenge, building pride, and appealing to a
seemingly noble cause. As always, choosing to sin (giving in to the dark side) feels worth it at
the time, but notice where Anakin ends upd alone, mangled, scarred, crawling through dirt in
the midst of a volcano. What a shockingly accurate picture of how sin ultimately leaves us.

Q| Why is sin so appealing? What is at the root of most of our sins?

Action Point: Break into pairs. Ask your partner to pray for an area of temptation that you
need strength in overcoming.

NewThing

E 2 0 0 GHRISTIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL AND NEWTHING

Visit SmallGroups.com and ChristianBibleStudies.com



- YONMES: s
%‘)/z At 9? ;4_/(/(*
2/)7 -

PARTICIPANT® GUIDE FOR STUDY 2
Dealing with Temptation

God wants to give us strength to resist.

Dealing with temptation is an everyday thing. We all regularly face the
temptation to do things that are destructive and wrong. This study will help us
learn to deal with our temptations by knowing when we are being tempted and

by turning to God for help.

Lesson #2

Scripture:
James 1:13i 18; 4:71 8
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Trials are things that happen to us. Temptations are experiences that present to us an
opportunity to do something wrong, destructive, and ultimately evil. Many times a trial will
include a temptation, but the temptation is not from God. Temptations come from our own evil
desires and from the evil one, not from God. We should never associate temptations with God,
because God is 100 percent good. He can allow or even send trials and tests, but never
temptations. Knowing this is important because when we are tempted, it's not just a matter of
choosing; it's choosing between good and evil.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God does not tempt me. The problem is my own sinful
nature.

Teaching point two: We need to take sin and temptation seriously.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

In the Star Wars movie Revenge of the Sith,Anakin Skywalker is constantly tempted to give in
to the dark side of the force. Different forms of temptation are used to manipulate him, much
as Satan does to usd causing doubt, justifying revenge, building pride, and appealing to a
seemingly noble cause. As always, choosing to sin (giving in to the dark side) feels worth it at
the time, but notice where Anakin ends upd alone, mangled, scarred, crawling through dirt in
the midst of a volcano. What a shockingly accurate picture of how sin ultimately leaves us.
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LEADER® GUIDE FOR STUDY 3

True Faith Leads to Change

Faith without works is dead.

Real faith means real obedience. Lots of people consider themselves
spiritual, but not near !l y aaconmiment

to obedience. Many have fAfaith wit
believe things about God but are not changed by what they believe. This
study will help us move toward a changed life.

Lesson #3

Scripture:
James 1:21i 25; 2:14i 26
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Note to | eader. At the beginning of the c¢class, provide eac
included at the end of this study.

The Book of James tells us to be people who obey God instead of just listening to what he says
and agreeing with him. This is completely basic, yet absolutely challenging: to be doers of what
God says and not just hearers.

Think about how popular and socially acceptable it is to be a person of faith. Just about

everybody says they are spiritual, and a vast majority even claim to have committed their lives

to Christ. But for most people this is about what you believe concerning spiritual things, not

how you actually live your life. The research is pretty grim: people who consider themselves

Christians aren6t noticeably different in their actions t

Geor ge B a rTheaSéecend Caming of the Churchgives some dismal research stats,
showing that Christians are not different from non-Christians when it comes to things like
di vorce and giving to charity. He concl udes, iwWe think ar
el se. 0 Christians are not defined by their actions in our

Discussion starters:

Q| Share a time when you met someone who said they believed something strongly, but their
actions didnét match up. How did that make you feel?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God expects us to act on what we know.

Think how many people go to church, week in, week out, and listen to all the messages about

what God commands us to do: feed the poor, be sexually pure, treat others with respect and

love, and give generously to God and others, to name a few. We have a tendency to hear such

admonitions and s ayal |IfiyGonoede dmeeds stahgaet;, o0/ aned t hen go home an
anything.

Read James 1:211 25.

Q AActions speak | ouder than wordso can be one way of su
to communicate. When have you seen that to be true?

Q I'f obeyi ng Go drsalvatiers theh why ebey? Are there really any
consequences to disobeying God?
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L eader 6sThér@dreanany reasons to obey. We still have to face the consequences
of our sins, even amidst God’'s grace and forgiveness.
earth with God and can keep us from closer communion with him. Our actions affect the
lives of those around us and our witness

for God’'s kin
God, then we trust he knows what' s best for

us, and we

Q| Why might people be tempted to seek after deeper or hidden truths rather than simply
obeying what they already know?

Leader 6sl tNog emuch easier to add to our head knowl edge
chall enged to change how we 'seee Unapplied head. Just | ook at th
knowledge adds to our pride. Humble obedience hurts it.

Teaching point two: Obedience takes humility, and the realization that my
soul is in danger.

James not only told us to act on what we know, but he said that if your faith (your relationship
with God) is not something that results in changed actions, then your faith is dead. He added,

ADono6t give yourself any credit for what you believe abol
God, 06 and then to top i touavkrlearmthatfaiththa doesmatt e, fAWhen wi | |
result in good deeds is useless?o0

Very simple, very in your face. Obedience takes humility (letting God be in charge of my life)

and the realization that my soul i's i n nginoreger . Obedi ence
acceptable to God through improved behavior. Obedience is about maturity, integrity, and

growth in a life-transforming relationship with God.

Read James 2:141 26.

(| What example is mentioned in verses 15i 16 that challenges the idea of a faith thati s n 6 t
backed by actions? Why is that kind of faith worthless? Why would such a faith be a
danger to my soul?

Leader 6 sThalexample is of good wishes rather than actions. This is not really
faith at all, but shirking our responsibility. If | have no  desire to put feet to my faith, |
need to question my faith.

Q You can try as hard as you want to play a new sport yo
i mpossible if you donét know the rules. You canét obey
some of stohei nirtunlee Bi bl e hel ped you make better decisiorl

Leader 6 sWaNomest study and know God’'s Word. He gives us
the Bible, wise teachers, counselors, circumstances, and the Holy Spirit.

Q| What most motivates youtoobeyGod 6 s Wor d ?

L eader 6sAndhers may include: fear of consequences, desire to please others,
desire to meet your own expectations, feelings of success. It can be important to figure
out what motivates you, so that you can become more obedient to God.
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Optional Activity
Purpose: To help us see how to become doers of the Word rather than just hearers.
Activity:  Read the following case studies and determine how each person could become a
doer instead of a hearer.
U Randy has been going to church for years, but he has never volunteered for
anything.
U Corinne has memorized 1400 Scripture verses. Many around her hear her quote
these.
U Marjorie complains about the plight of the homeless all the time. She has a
homeless shelter in her town, but she has never been thee.
U Andy regularly marches in protests for social just.i
friend who is not in his income bracket.
PART 3
Apply Your Findings
Focus on the Family Magazinecar ri ed this story about one who is a fidoer

TruettCathyhas answered the question AWhat would Jesus do?0 The
fil-A restaurants is a successful businessman, but for many, he is even better knownd

and respectedd for letting his faith guide his business operation. Here are a few

examples:

Mr .  Gaestéuyaits have been closed on Sundays since 1948. The 79-year-old CEO
of the nearly 1,000 Chick-filF-A r est aur ants doesndt mind | osing millions of
business to honor the Lorddés day.

At his first restaurant in 1948, he hired Eddie J. White, a 12-year-old African American.
This was an unpopular choice during a time of segregation. He also mentored an
orphan, Woody Faulk, since he was 13. Today Woody is vice president of product
development at Chick-fil-A.

Cathy developed a successful foster home system called WinShape Homes. There are
now 11 homes in the U.S. and one in Brazil. His daughter Trudy and son-in-law John
were Southern Baptist missionaries at the Brazil home for ten years. His Camp
WinShape and the WinShape Foundation provide scholarships for kids and college

students.

One of his favorite truisms is fAltés easier to build boys
women. oflkBhKc ks meals dondét come with promotional toys fron
popular movie. Instead he offers Veggie-Tales books, audiocassettes of Focus on the

Familydos AAdventures i n ¢dilgigsnetgriald and ot her character
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Woody Faul k gives
Truett as Santa ClI
|l esson from the pr
to the Word, and s
that man. o0 (Tom Ne
September 2000)

Q Now that youobve
not just a fhear
Afdoing. O

LEADER®S

True Faith Leads to Change
Page 5

a good summary of Cathyés character: fA
aus, but heooucmdmaHedl | meet you hal fwa
ocess. Heds the personification of James
o deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
vV e n focds bn the camily Madazine he Wor d, O

done this study, what will you do diff
ero0? Be specific so you can track whet

Action Point: Ask the group to pray for you to carry out this specific thing. Revisit it next

week to see how you did.
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PARTICIPANT® GUIDE FOR STUDY 3

True Faith Leads to Change

Faith without works is dead.

Real faith means real obedience. Lots of people consider themselves spiritual,
but not nearly as many aaommitnoeattcoh God
obedi ence. Many have Afaith without
things about God but are not changed by what they believe. This study will
help us move toward a changed life.

Lesson #3

Scripture:
James 1:2171 25; 2:14i 26
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

The Book of James tells us to be people who obey God instead of just listening to what he says
and agreeing with him. This is completely basic, yet absolutely challenging: to be doers of what
God says and not just hearers.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God expects us to act on what we know.

Teaching point two: Obedience takes humility, and the realization that my
soul is in danger.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Focus on the Family Magazine carried this story about one who is a "doer of the Word":

Truett Cathy has answered the question "What would Jesus do?" The founder of Chick-
fil-A restaurants is a successful businessman, but for many, he is even better known-
and respected-for letting his faith guide his business operation. Here are a few
examples:

Mr. Cathy's restaurants have been closed on Sundays since 1948. The 79-year-old CEO
of the nearly 1,000 Chick-fil-A restaurants doesn't mind losing millions of dollars of
business to honor the Lord's day.

At his first restaurant in 1948, he hired Eddie J. White, a 12-year-old African American.
This was an unpopular choice during a time of segregation. He also mentored an
orphan, Woody Faulk, since he was 13. Today Woody is vice president of product
development at Chick-fil-A.
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Cathy developed a successful foster home system called WinShape Homes. There are
now 11 homes in the U.S. and one in Brazil. His daughter Trudy and son-in-law John
were Southern Baptist missionaries at the Brazil home for ten years. His Camp
WinShape and the WinShape Foundation provide scholarships for kids and college
students.

One of his favorite truisms is "It's easier to build boys and girls than to mend men and
women." Chick-fil-A Kids meals don't come with promotional toys from the latest
popular movie. Instead he offers Veggie-Tales books, audiocassettes of Focus on the
Family's "Adventures in Odyssey," and other character-building materials.

Woody Faulk gives a good summary of Cathy's character: "A lot of people look on
Truett as Santa Claus, but he's not. He'll meet you halfway so that you can learn a
lesson from the process. He's the personification of James 1:22: 'Do not merely listen
to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.' I sincerely owe my life to
that man." (Tom Neven, "A Doer of the Word," Focus on the Family Magazine,
September 2000)
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LEADER® GUIDE FOR STUDY 4
True Faith Leads to Social Action

Real faith means compassion and action for the poor.

One of the effects of the pervasiveness of media is that there is not a person
alive in our country who is not aware to some extent of the plight of the
poor, both in the U.S. and abroad. We can live in our comfortable, middle
class worlds where we donodot often
insulate ourselves from the reality that the world is full of the poor.

The question the Book of James raises is simple: what are you going to do
about the problems of the poor? This study will challenge us to think about
how God is calling us to respond to the needs of the poor as part of our
faith.

Lesson #4

Scripture:
James 2:119; 5:1i16
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue
Note to | eader. At the beginning of the c¢class, provide eac

included at the end of this study.
Two kinds of social justice/injustice are talked about in the Book of James.

The first type mentioned is that the poor people in the church were neglected in favor of the

rich people. They were mistreated and discriminated against by the practice of giving special

honor to rich people. So this type ignored social justice by showing favoritism toward the rich.

Though we don6t have the same problem of giving rich peofg
have the tendency to judge people based on how much money they make, and have a higher

opinion of a wealthy person compared to a poor person. We are much more subtle in showing

favoritism to the rich over the poor.

The second type is in the fifth chapter of James. Those who were wealthy were reminded that

their wealth and lifestyle had come at the expense of the poor. We can tell ourselves this is not

true today, but 1 tdés stildl quite often the case. Mi chael
with Nike, because the shoes that Nike were selling for upwards of $100 were being made by

people (including children) who were being paid pennies an hour and working in horrific

conditions in the sweatshops of Asia. MJ got bad press for that, but I doubt many of us stopped

buying Nikes or bothered to find out if the nice things we rely on are produced at the expense of

poor people who barely make enough to live.

Social justice, the responsibility of the haves to care for the have-nots, is just as much an issue
today as it was in the day when the Book of James was written.

Discussion starters:
Q| Share a time when you served the poor (mission trip, soup kitchen, house building,

helping a neighbor in hard times, etc.). How did the experience affect you?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Do not show favoritism.

James made it clear that we are to consider the poor our neighbors. We are to love and care for
them as we | ove and care for ourselves. He emphasized thi
command. 0 Redd James 2:1

Q| James strongly warned against favoritism in these verses. Obviously his dinner example

doesndét apply as much in todayés culture, but do you s
society? If so, where? Do you struggle with it yourself?

NewThing

E 2 0 0 GHRISTIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL AND NEWTHING

Visit SmallGroups.com and ChristianBibleStudies.com



S: LEADERS S
LIVING THE

Choristicere Q’/ﬁ 3 True Faith Leads to Social Ag:;;l;
24/7

Leader 6sFad&wdrei:ti sm i s still al i—owobaessibnwitk | | in today's
celebrities, our value on appearance, our respect for those with more money and higher
career positions. Even certain personality types are favored.

The opposite of favoritism might be discrimination. This can be seen in churches and is not just

based on race or gender. How much money someone gives to the church, what role they serve

in, or how they dress on Sunday morning can cause us to discriminate against certain people in

our church body.

Q| Where do you see favoritism among church members? Do you struggle with this? How

can we overcome it?
Leader 6 sTWNiog ei:s common in today’'s churches. To overcom

constantly on seeing people as God does. This is not easy, but we need to examine the

true moti ves b e $ciimndtingwganst soeméonee—isdtijust because they

make different choices than us on things that aren’t i
it because we don’'t mesh well with their personality t
in heaven?

Teaching point two: Beware the dangers of wealth and look for ways to serve
the poor.

The magazine Suburban Focuss ays fiyoudre so suburbano if:

Your lawn mower is more powerful than your first car.

Your kids have never crossed the street at a stoplight.

You have the luxury of atwo-c ar garage, but t &G@ithgPolaceck dondt fit in it.
You built a shed to house your Christmas decorations. 6 Cathy Polacek

Your commute is twice as long as what you tell people it is. 8 Harriet Russo

You pick your do g d&gszindh &lessicaCadwatleader of a ma

You drive your van a block to get milk.

You always return your grocery cart to the cart rack.

You have no idea if your town has a public bus service.

Your most recent night out was a parent/teacher conference.

You sometimesref er t o summer as fAdgAngemBeenasal e season. o
Your mortgage could balance the national debt in a third-world country.

You have ADT, a rottweiller, and motion-detector lights, but no curtains on your

window.

You jog five miles a day but spend 30 minutes waiting for a closer parking space at the

mall.

(AYouobre So Subwnban Boaus, Aprilf2@02, pp. 6i 8, 15, 26, 28)

We laugh at this, but if we identify with it too closely, we should be trembling. Read
James 5:11 6.

Q| What are some common barriers that keep us from giving our time and resources to help
people in need?
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L e ader 6 s Cohmdnéarriers are ignorance to real needs, selfishness, the feeling
that we won't make a difference, the feeling that we a
affor d to give anything, too busy, etc.

Q| What can we do to make ourselves more aware of those in need?

Leader 6sWeNoec®n take time to be more in touch with the
following the news more closely, taking more walks through downtown, o  r visiting
shelters.

Q| What can we do to raise our children with a healthy view of material possessions?

L eader 6 sWekarthelp our children be aware of the needs that exist, while also
seeing that God calls us to reach out to those in need and heps us to do so.

Q| What message does an externally focused church send to those far from God?

Leader 6 sThiNis éxactly whatJesusdid—h eal i ng people’s needs and then
them of God’'s | ove. People need t oentlsituaton, God cares abou
and that he will provide for them both here on earth and in eternity. Many people are

converted to community before they are converted to Christ.

Optional Activity
Purpose: To help us see how completely we become addicted to wealth.

Activity : Provide each person in your group with a magazine that contains lots of ads. Ask
them to pick out at least one item in that magazine that they would like to have. Ask them to
estimate what they think that item would cost. Ask them if that would be the wi sest way to use

that money, or if there’s another way that money coul d hc
PART 3
Apply Your Findings

The movie Pay It Forward illustrates how life changing it becomes when people seriously take

on the challenge of reaching out and helping others in need. In this movie, everyone is shocked

when a boy tries to convince them to get out and help people. What an accurate picture of our

societyds mindset, and what a great picture of the rippli
result from just one act of service from us towards someone in need.

The biggest mistake we make in looking at the needs around us is to get overwhelmed. Pick one
place to start and one person to help.

Q| In what ways can your church, small group, and family serve and care for the poor in your
community?

Action Point: Brainstorm ways to answer the above question. Put together some concrete
plans for something the group can do together.
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PARTICIPANT® GUIDE FOR STUDY 4
True Faith Leads to Social Action

Real faith means compassion and action for the poor.

One of the effects of the pervasiveness of media is that there is not a person
alive in our country who is not aware to some extent of the plight of the poor,
both in the U.S. and abroad. We can live in our comfortable, middle class
worl ds where we dondét often see poo
ourselves from the reality that the world is full of the poor.

The question the Book of James raises is simple: what are you going to do
about the problems of the poor? This study will challenge us to think about
how God is calling us to respond to the needs of the poor as part of our faith.

Lesson #4

Scripture:
James 2:119; 5:116
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Two kinds of social justice/injustice are talked about in the Book of James.

The first type mentioned is that the poor people in the church were neglected in favor of the
rich people. They were mistreated and discriminated against by the practice of giving special
honor to rich people. So this type ignored social justice by showing favoritism toward the rich.
Though we don't have the same problem of giving rich people preferential treatment, we do
have the tendency to judge people based on how much money they make, and have a higher
opinion of a wealthy person compared to a poor person. We are much more subtle in showing
favoritism to the rich over the poor.

The second type is in the fifth chapter of James. Those who were wealthy were reminded that
their wealth and lifestyle had come at the expense of the poor. We can tell ourselves this is not
true today, but it's still quite often the case. Michael Jordan got bad press for his association
with Nike, because the shoes that Nike were selling for upwards of $100 were being made by
people (including children) who were being paid pennies an hour and working in horrific
conditions in the sweatshops of Asia. MJ got bad press for that, but I doubt many of us stopped
buying Nikes or bothered to find out if the nice things we rely on are produced at the expense of
poor people who barely make enough to live.

Social justice, the responsibility of the haves to care for the have-nots, is just as much an issue
today as it was in the day when the Book of James was written.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Do not show favoritism.

Teaching point two: Beware the dangers of wealth and look for ways to serve
the poor.
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PART 3

Apply Your Findings

The movie Pay It Forward illustrates how life changing it becomes when people seriously take
on the challenge of reaching out and helping others in need. In this movie, everyone is shocked
when a boy tries to convince them to get out and help people. What an accurate picture of our
society's mindset, and what a great picture of the rippling effects of changed lives that can
result from just one act of service from us towards someone in need.

The biggest mistake we make in looking at the needs around us is to get overwhelmed. Pick one
place to start and one person to help.
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LEADER® GUIDE FOR STUDY 5
Taming Our Tongues

Real faith changes the way we speak.

Real faith means change in how we talk to and about people. Almost
everyone struggles with saying hurtful, harmful, or just plain wrong things.
Nothing is harder to control and bring into obedience to God than our
words. This study will give us some tools to begin bringing this unruly
member of our bodies under control.

Lesson #5

Scripture:
James 1:19i 20, 26; 3:2i 12
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue
Note to | eader. At the beginning of the c¢class, provide eac
included at the end of this study.
InJames, God challenged us to talk in ways that reflect a |
need to hear this? We all have injured other people and hurt ourselves repeatedly by the things
we have said. Wedve spoken wor ds runwed andfore har sh, stupid,

most of us, this is not every now and then but a regular thing. Think about all the ways we can
sin with the tongue: insults, lies, gossip, slander, harshness, profanity, and vulgarity, to name a
few. This study will examine four things to consider when it comes to our words.

Discussion starters:
Q| Share a time when you felt your words encouraged, empowered, motivated, or comforted

somebody.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Becoming a person with a “tamed tongue” is a huge win.

Read James 3:21 8. As negative as this passage sounds, James started with a motivating
promise: of all the things that we struggle with, nothing is harder than controlling your tongue,
but if you can get your tongue under control, you can deal with just about anything. God
encouraged us that if we learn to follow him in our speech, we can learn to follow him and
control ourselves in anything. Our faith becomes real and our talk is reigned in when we see
what 6 s at st adtoetrolinakthings damcgme $ren ldarning self-control in how we
talk.

Q| James used multiple metaphors to describe the power of the tongue. Share a metaphor or

comparison that comes to your mind when you think about the power of words to both
cause great damage and bring great encouragement.

L eader 6sAndhers will vary, but there are many things that can be used for both

good and evil. This is because everything God created for our good, Satan distorts and

tries to use for evil. Even basic thingslikefood and sex are part of God’'s perfe
but have been severely distorted by Satan.

Q Consider todayés clich®s that seem to contradict what

is cheap,0 or fiSticks and stones may meeakDmy bones bu
you agree with these? Can you think of some other clichés? How do they relate to what
James said?
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Leader 6sTiN@ed e :cl| i ¢ h-éverdsado bunt.’"Jdmed haditeight. Look at
how many people today are still recovering from painful words  from their childhood (or
the things that weren't said but needed to be, Iike ex

Teaching point two: Don't underestimate the power of what you say.

James used graphic images to remind us that the struggle we have with our tongues or speech

is no small thing. The t einclypieees ofimetal bniakhanesscaih or s e
guide a thousand pound animal. 1tdéds I|ike the rud
vessel hundreds of feet long. A huge forest can be burned to ashes by the strike of a single
match. A small snake can still kil l you i f it

o
"

(e}

S poOi SoOonNouUS:¢

Q| TItis often said that it takes ten encouraging comments to make up for just one negative

comment. Why do you think negative words stick with us so much longer, while we
hesitate to believe positive words?

Leader 6sSatdmldves:to remind us of the negative things and make us doubt the
positive ones. This is where we need to meditate on the truths surrounding how and why
God created us, how he made us i his image, and how he loves us as we are.

Q| Honoring God with our speech not only refers to the words we say, but also the words we

shoul dnét say, such as gossip and sl ander. I n what way
of these damaging kinds of speech?

L eader 06 sWekartaeoid gossip (even in sharing prayer requests), complaining
(which is showing discontent with where God has put us), and prideful boasting.

Optional Activity
Purpose: To help us see the power of words.

Activity:  Find several songs that convey different moods with their words. For example, a
heavy metal or rap song may have angry, cutting words. A love song may have affirming,
encouraging words. Gather three or four of these and read them to your group. Discuss how
the different w ords made them feel. Ask them how they would respond if someone were
actually saying those words to them.

Teaching point three: Don’t be a walking, talking contradiction.

Read James 3:91 12. James reminded us of the ultimate tragedy, of how out of the same mouth

come words that praise God and words that curse someone that God loves and made in his

i mage. The message is: You don6t want to be a walking cor
want to be a person who talks out of both sides of their mouth, one godly and the other sinful.

Q| Have you seen someone destroy their Christian message by the way they spoke to others?

Q| Read Colossians 4:6. What do you think Paul meant when he said our conversation
should be full of grace and seasoned with salt?
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Leader 6 s ISalttcauses thirst, so he could mean that our conversations should
make people thirsty for God. It also adds flavor to food, so he could mean that our
words should be useful, valuable, and add flavor to life. Salt was used as a preservative,
soour words should help preserve |ife and God’s values.
Teaching point four: The path to better speech is to make listening your goal
instead of talking.
Therebs a famous quote that says, fithe opposite of |ister

listeningis wai ting to speak. 0 Thereods someenth-warth about wus that
in on everything. But God challenged us to be people who are quicker to listen than we are to
speak. Read James 1:191 20, 26.

Our focus in relationships should be on listening, not on waiting our turn to say whatever it is
we feel like saying.

Q James called us to be fiquick to I|isten, sl ow to speak,
this so hard for most of us? In what ways do you struggle with your words?

Leader 6sThiNcomes down to pride—we want our thoughts to be heard. When

people do things we don’t |iKke, it’s much easier to ge
There is no easy answer to how to live more like James described. Part of it is

discipline —teaching ourselves to actively listen to people rather than formulate our

response as they talk. Ultimately it takes reliance on
Q Todayods culture often encourages us to say whatever it
the damageitcoulddo: A Somebody had to say it.o dAltoéll be good
AYou should give them a piece of your mind.o6 How woul d

what James said?

L e ader 6 s Culucetisevrong. As Proverbs repeats time and time again, the w ise
man is much more careful with his words than the fool. There are many times when

somet hing shouldn’'t be said, and when it should be sai
different attitude.
PART 3
Apply Your Findings
Not controlling our speech means our faith is empty, worthless, and a sham. No one can say,
ioh, I just have trouble controlling my mouth. o James sai
tongue, then everything else about me spiritually is a m

Q| What can you do this week to improve your speech so God can use your words for good?
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PARTICIPANT® GUIDE FOR STUDY 5
Taming Our Tongues

Real faith changes the way we speak.

Real faith means change in how we talk to and about people. Almost everyone
struggles with saying hurtful, harmful, or just plain wrong things. Nothing is
harder to control and bring into obedience to God than our words. This study
will give us some tools to begin bringing this unruly member of our bodies

under control.

Lesson #5

Scripture:
James 1:191 20, 26; 3:2i 12
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

In James, God challenged us to talk in ways that reflect a relationship with him. Who doesn't
need to hear this? We all have injured other people and hurt ourselves repeatedly by the things
we have said. We've spoken words that are harsh, stupid, untrue, mean, or unwise, and for
most of us, this is not every now and then but a regular thing. Think about all the ways we can
sin with the tongue: insults, lies, gossip, slander, harshness, profanity, and vulgarity, to name a
few. This study will examine four things to consider when it comes to our words.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Becoming a person with a "tamed tongue" is a huge win.

Teaching point two: Don't underestimate the power of what you say.

Teaching point three: Don't be a walking, talking contradiction.

Teaching point four: The path to better speech is to make listening your goal
instead of talking.
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PART 3
Apply Your Findings
Not controlling our speech means our faith is empty, worthless, and a sham. No one can say,
AOoh, | just have troubl e cont r avektroublgcontrgllingmayut h. 6 James
tongue, then everything else about me spiritually is
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LEADER® GUIDE FOR STUDY 6
Becoming a Praying People

Real faith drives me to talk to God.

Followers of Christ are called to be people who pray bold prayers as a
regular part of their lives. God can do enormous things through the simple
thing called prayer. Prayer is an everyday thing, not just something you do

i f youdre religi otoknowdhdabey&ad, andsasfah €
more potential than we often realize or utilize. This study will look at what
James said about prayer.

Lesson #6

Scripture:
James 4:2; 5:13i 17
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue
Note to leader: Att he begi nning of the c¢class, provide each person wi

included at the end of this study.

Almost everyone prays. Even those who profess no interest in spiritual things pray for things

they worry about. But for the Christian, prayerisour connecti on with God. Ités a way
thoughts, direction, and victory in our lives. James gave two particular examples of prayer:

praying for sickness and praying for forgiveness and relief from guilt and shame.

l tds not e nt iagtaling abeut tweadifferént scehaeios with sickness and guilt, or

whether guilt was a subset of sickness in general. James said to pray in several ways about our

troubles: on our own, with church leaders (eldersi s nét | i mited to fitkople with the of
but includes mature, recognized leaders of the church), and with each other in general. But the

most startling thing James said is at the endd that any follower of Christ has the power to pray

so that entire weather systems can be changed foryearsand year s. Thatdéds how much power
has invested in prayer.

Do we think like that? Sure we say we believe that prayer can change anything, but do we pray
as if prayer can change anything? Yes, we pray fervently when we or someone we love is sick,
but prayers that have the power to effect change in us and in others are meant to be a part of
following Christ 24/7.

Discussion starters:

Q| What is one of the biggest answers to prayer God has granted you?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Pray with others.

Read James 4:2 and 5:131 17. When troubles are particularly vexing, pray with leaders or other

respected people from your church. No matter what you are facing, pray with other believers.

Dondt worry about havi suppordachqtheein prayev.®@maydrsissa si mpl y
team sport.

Q| One popular model for prayer is A.C.T.S.: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and
Supplication (asking). Which of these do you practice the most when you pray alone?
With other people? Which do you practice the least? How might a balance of these four
things change the way you feel about praying alone and with others?

Leader 6 sM&Nmy eof us are weak on adoration, mostly becau
how. Singing praise songs, reading Psalms, orjustfoc usi ng on God’'s characteristic
help us do this more. Doing this on our own and with others brings joy to our prayer
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ti mes rather than an endl ess |i st of needs. It al so he

and power, changing the way we pray.
Optional  Activity
Purpose: To help you learn how to pray according to the A.C.T.S. model.

Activity:  As a group, spend some time in adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and
supplication. Use the first three verses of Psalm 18 to help you begin with adoration, then
move to confession, either silently or aloud, then thank God for ways he has been good to you
this week, then finally pray for each other.

Q I'f you read the prayers in the Boo&jubf Psalms, you

honest, deeply felt emotion being poured out to God, whether it was joy, anger, confusion,
doubt, or victory. How freely do you express your true emotions and thoughts to God?
Why do we so often hold back from him how we truly feel? Can God work in our
situations if we are not honest with him?

L e ader 6 sPritledastoften a reason for holding back, which is silly since God knows
us even better than we know ourselves. We also must remember that he can take

whatever it is we need to dish out. hoHesty won’t be offend

for our own sakes.

Teaching point two: Pray big prayers on a regular basis.

J.B. Phillips wrote a book called Your God Is Too Small. If James had written a book on prayer,
he might have titled it, Your Prayers Are Too Small. Pray for yourself, your family, friends,
neighborhood, community, country, and world. Pray big. We have no guarantee of big
outcomes, but we do have a guarantee that a big God is listening.

There are several Greek words for our English word ask that are used in the New Testament:

one means to question, one means to request as a favor, and one means to search for something

hidden. But the versionof askt hat James wused in these verses can be
crave, desire, require, and demand. o

Q| Using the types of asking listed in the paragraph above, which type of asking do you
typically use in your prayers?

tran

Q James said, fAiThe prayers of a righteous man are powerf

your prayers to be powerful and effective? Why or why not? What would it take to make
them so?

Leader 6 sKmMowieng God’'s many promises in his Word,
the times he has answered prayers, and hearing more stories of his faithfulness to
others can increase our faith to pray this way.

Q| SinceGodcand o whatever he wants, and since he al ways
feeling, then why do you think prayer is so important to him?
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L eader 06 sWhenybolelove someone deeply, you want them to communicate with

you as often and as honestly as possiblee.So it i s with God. Why wouldn’'t he v
hear from his children? Plus, prayer increases our knowledge of him and our faith in

him. It is the only way we can truly get to know God personally.

Q| James called us to pray big prayersd prayers that take a lot of faith. Do you feel as though
you pray big enough? What are some big prayers that you hesitate to pray? What would it
take for you to start offering those prayers to God?

L eader 6sWaardlygpray big enough, but God loves to answer huge prayers.
Then we can truly give him the glory and increase our faith, because we get to see God
do things that only he can do.

PART 3
Apply Your Findings

Marti Pieper shared this story on PreachingToday.com:

In his book Beyond Jabez, Bruce Wilkinson shares the story of an old African woman
who demonstrated faith in Godbés power to provide. Although
hut, she had taken on the responsibility of caring for 56 orphans.

A small group of Wil kinsonds ADream for Africad volunteers
grandmotherdés native Swaziland to plant gardens. On the fi|
came upon her tiny home, surrounded by the many children in her care. A number of

little gardens had been dug up all around the hut, but oddly, no plants were growing in

any of them.

The volunteers learned that, earlier on the same day, the woman had told the children

to dig lots of gardens. When the children asked her whyd since they had neither seeds

normoneyds he responded, fiLast night | tegasrkeesd God t o send someo
for us. We must be ready for them when they come. 0

Wil kinson6s volunteers h aeo-plantseedlings. Golseitundr eds of ready
them to the very place where one of his servants had begged for his intervening hand.
The faithful grandmother and her children were ready when the answer came.

(Bruce Wilkinson with Brian Smith, Beyond Jabez, Multnomah, 2005, pp. 147i 148)

Action Point:Br eak into pairs and tell your partner one big thi
a few minutes praying together.
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PARTICIPANT® GUIDE FOR STUDY 6
Becoming a Praying People

Real faith drives me to talk to God.

Followers of Christ are called to be people who pray bold prayers as a regular
part of their lives. God can do enormous things through the simple thing called
prayer. Prayer is an everyday thing
religious. Prayer is the means to know and obey God, and has far more
potential than we often realize or utilize. This study will look at what James
said about prayer.

Lesson #6

Scripture:
James 4:2; 5:13i1 17
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Any follower of Christ has the power to pray so that entire weather systems can be changed for

years and years. Thatés how much power God has invested i
Sure we say we believe that prayer can change anything, but do we pray as if prayer can change

anything? Yes, we pray fervently when we or someone we love is sick, but prayers that have the

power to effect change in us and in others are meant to be a part of following Christ 24/7.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Pray with others.

Teaching point two: Pray big prayers on a regular basis.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Marti Pieper shared this story on PreachingToday.com:

In his book Beyond Jabez, Bruce Wilkinson shares the story of an old African woman
who demonstrated faith in God's power to provide. Although she lived in a tiny mud
hut, she had taken on the responsibility of caring for 56 orphans.

A small group of Wilkinson's "Dream for Africa" volunteers had arrived in this
grandmother's native Swaziland to plant gardens. On the final day of their visit, they
came upon her tiny home, surrounded by the many children in her care. A number of
little gardens had been dug up all around the hut, but oddly, no plants were growing in
any of them.
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The volunteers learned that, earlier on the same day, the woman had told the children
to dig lots of gardens. When the children asked her why-since they had neither seeds

nor money-she responded, "Last night I asked God to send someone to plant gardens
for us. We must be ready for them when they come."

Wilkinson's volunteers had come with hundreds of ready-to-plant seedlings. God sent
them to the very place where one of his servants had begged for his intervening hand.
The faithful grandmother and her children were ready when the answer came.

(Bruce Wilkinson with Brian Smith, Beyond Jabez, Multnomah, 2005, pp. 147-148)
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