
Pentecost: òThe Feast of the Open Heavensó  
Pastor Steve Mattis 
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C ynthia and I are so pleased and excited to be called to serve among 

you, the people of Myrtle Grove.  Many years ago, I felt the Lord say 

that He would return us to Myrtle Grove at His appointed time.  However, I 
had no idea how this would happen or when it would occur.  Nor did I have 

any idea that it would be eighteen years later.  As I look back on my jour-

ney I am confident that our wise and powerful God is the only One who 

could have arranged this miraculous homecoming.  
 It somehow seems fitting that I begin this new chapter of ministry 

at Myrtle Grove on May 31 st.  As most of you probably know, May 31 st is the 

date on which the Church celebrates the Day of Pentecost .  Pentecost may 
mean different things to each of us.  To some it may bring to mind images 

of the Spiritôs outpouring and the Old Testament text from Joel chapter 2.  

To others it may bring to mind the text in Acts chapter 2 and the disciples 
being empowered by the Spirit in the Upper Room.  But to understand Pen-

tecost biblically we must realize that Pentecost was actually an ñappointed 

time,ò or an appointed feast of Israel.  As Passover  was an ñappointed 
timeò to deliver Godôs people.  Pentecost  is an ñappointed timeò to open 

the heavens to us.  

 God desires to open the heavens to us during the ñappointed timeò 

of Pentecost.  There are three dimensions of Pentecost that emerge as we 
examine the scriptures.  These three dimensions are actually three things 

God desires to accomplish in each of our lives when He opens the heavens.  

 The first dimension to Pentecost is receiving Godôs abundant 
provision .  Therefore Pentecost is first of all a time to open your heart to 

God through joyfully giving praise and thanks (in advance) for all of Godôs 

abundant blessings and provisions to us.  As we give thanks and praise, it 
positions us to receive all of Godôs blessings.  Ask God how to express your 

thankfulness in a way that will open your heart to receive all that God gra-

ciously promises and provides.  
 The second dimension to Pentecost is supernatural revela-

tion .  Pentecost was the day God opened the heavens to reveal His Word.  

Fifty days after Passover, God directed Moses to come up to the top of the 
mountain.  There the heavens were opened and God gave him Torah ï ñThe 

teachings of God.ò  Torah is the revelation of Godôs will, Godôs love and 

Godôs character.  Although the Torah is the first five books of the bible, in a 

real sense all Scripture is Torah.  Ask God to begin to reveal his word in you 
as you prepare for open heavens.  
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Mark your calendars for the 2nd Annual 

Si len t  Auc t i on/Talen t  Show/

Spaghetti Dinner , June 7th @ 6:00 pm.  

Graduates will be recognized Sunday, 

June 14th.  If your child is graduating 

please call or email the church office 
and give your childôs name along with 

the name of their school.  

Outdoor Workday on the Church 

Grounds Saturday, June 6th, from 

8:00 am ð12:00 noon.  Weather per-
mitting.  Bring work gloves, rakes, etc. 

as we spruce up the grounds.  


