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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 1 

You Shall Have No Other 
Gods Before Me  

God will not be second. 

  

     

  

God insists on being the center of our lives, our highest priority, and the one 
we ultimately depend on to the exclusion of all others and all else. At the turn 
of the 21st century, 63 percent of young Americans believed that Muslims, 
Buddhists, Christians, Jews, and all other people pray to the same god 
(Beyond Belief to Convictions, by Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler, p.9ï12). 
This statistic provides the backdrop for our study of the Ten Commandments.  

In this study we will ask: Do we receive meaning and value from a Creator who 
bestows our identity? Or must we self-construct our own private, supreme 
being ñFranken-godò? Without God, there is no basis for objective ethics. 
Without God, we live in a world where individual and societal choices and 
behavior are tenuously governed by subjective personal preferences and 
priorities. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #1 

 
Scripture: 

Exodus 20:1ï3; 1 Samuel 5:1ï6; John 14:6ï7; Revelation 2:1ï6 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

Israel had been in slavery for 400 years, and God brought them out of Egypt to the land of 
Canaan, not just to be free, but to be free to worship him. Monotheism never existed outside of 
Godôs people, Israel. But the people of Israel had become used to two things while in Egypt: 
being slaves and worshiping many gods. In the days of ancient Israel, surrounding cultures 
worshipped Baal (represented as a bull, the symbol of strength, god of the rains and harvest), 
Ashtoreth (goddess of sex, romance, and reproduction), Chemosh (Moabite god of war), Dagon 
of the Philistines, storm gods, sun gods, sea gods, and almost any other god that represented 
something people feared or needed. 

This commandment about not having any other gods might seem archaic, since we have 
outgrown paganism and polytheism. But we have taken on a new form of idol worship: we can 
worship a house, car, big corner office, address, or person, not by physically bowing down to 
them but by constantly doing whatever it takes to get them, because we think they can satisfy 
us. And we do this as we congratulate ourselves for believing there is only one God. 

Martin Luther said, ñThat to which your heart clings and entrusts itself is, I say, really your god. 
The purpose of this commandment, therefore, is to require true faith and cling to him alone. 
The meaning is: óSee to it that you let me alone be your God and never seek another.ôò 

Discussion starter: 

[Q]  What were some non-negotiable rules in your home when you were growing up? How did 

you react to them? What made them seem good or bad to you? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: What we believe about God determines everything else 
we believe. 

A. W. Tozer says in The Knowledge of the Holy,  ñWhat comes into our minds when we think 
about God is the most important thing about us.ò  

In the essay ñEnds and Meansò (1937), Aldous Huxley, an often-quoted atheist, confessed that 
his reasons for arguing against the message of the Bible were not unbiased and objective 
philosophical reasons. He had an agenda: 

I had motives for not wanting the world to have a meaning; and consequently 
assumed that it had none, and was able without any difficulty to find satisfying reasons 

for this assumption. The philosopher who finds no meaning in the world is not 

concerned exclusively with a problem in pure metaphysics. He is also concerned to 
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prove that there is no valid reason why he personally should not do a s he wants to do. 

For myself, as no doubt for most of my friends, the philosophy of meaninglessness was 
essentially an instrument of liberation from a certain system of morality. We objected 

to the morality because it interfered with our sexual freedom. Th e supporters of this 
system claimed that it embodied the meaningðthe Christian meaning, they insistedð

of the world. There was one admirably simple method of confuting these people and 
justifying ourselves in our erotic revolt: we would deny that the world had any 

meaning whatever. 

Read Exodus 20:1ï3.  

[Q]  Why did God declare who he is and what he has done before giving his people further 

commands?  

 Leaderôs Note: God wanted to be known and trusted. He desired the Israelites to 
understand the 400 + year legacy of his love toward them. As their liberator, he could 
command their obligation to obey him. God did not want to be just an abstraction or an 
idea. 

[Q]  How would you explain to a child which god you are talking about when you use the word 

God? 

 Leaderôs Note:  Our God is the God of the Bible: the Creator, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, the God of David, the God who entered our world in the person of 
Jesus, the God who suffered to bring us into reconciliation with him, the God of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and the God of Paul.  

 He is the God of Tertullian, St. Augustine, Pascal, Galileo, Thomas Aquinas, St. Patrick, 
Martin Luther, John Calvin, Johann Sebastian Bach, the Puritans, Charles Wesley, Leo 
Tolstoy, C. S. Lewis, Billy Graham, Mother There sa, and Martin Luther King. He is my 
God. 

[Q]  Is God demanding exclusivity or just priority in verse 3? 

 Leaderôs Note: It is clear from this verse that God demands exclusivity. It is not 
permissible to have ANY other gods. 

[Q]  To what kinds of gods do you give your mental attention?  

 Leaderôs Note: Answers might include the stock market, your 401K, the sports car in 
your driveway, the perfect body you spend 10 hours a week working on, fame, that book 
youôve always wanted to write, etc. 

Teaching point two: God demands our undivided allegiance. 

Sarah Michelle Gellar, star of the TV show ñBuffy the Vampire Slayer,ò said, ñI consider myself 
a spiritual person. I believe in an idea of God, although itôs my own personal ideal. I find most 
religions interesting, and Iôve been to every kind of denomination: Catholic, Jewish, Buddhist. 
Iôve taken bits from everything and customized it.ò  
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Fareed Zakaria said, ñEven among the religious, the dominant trend is toward individualized 
forms of faith in which personal autonomy plays a big role. The language of born-again 
Christians, for example, while deeply religious, is about personal self-discovery, not obedience 
to doctrineò (ñThe Character of Our Campuses,ò Newsweek, May 28, 2001). 

Read John 14:6ï7. 

[Q]  How would you put Jesusô statement in verses 6 and 7 in your own words?  

 Leaderôs Note: If those in your group seem stuck, ask: The way to what? The truth 
about what? What kind of life? What does Jesus mean by ñthrough meò? 

[Q]  How would you respond to someone who says there are many ways to God? 

[Q]  Does the way to God through Jesus seem narrow to you or wide enough for everyone? 

Teaching point three: God takes his exclusivity seriously. 

Read 1 Samuel 5:1ï6. The ark of God was a wooden chest decorated in gold, and held the two 
stone tablets that the Ten Commandments were written on. The ark was transported by being 
suspended on poles that rested on the priestsô shoulders. It was a holy object to the Israelites, 
Godôs chosen people. The Philistines were the Israelitesô enemies. Goliath was a Philistine. 
Dagon was the Philistinesô primary god. 

[Q]  In the preceding passage, the Philistines slaughtered 30,000 Israelite foot soldiers, 

Israelôs high priest, and his two sons. What do you think the Philistines hoped to gain by 
bringing the ark of God into Dagonôs temple? 

 Leaderôs Note: The Philistines may have had a low opinion of the Israelitesô God, who 
allowed his worshipers to be defeated.  

[Q]  What might have the Philistines concluded about Israelôs God by his actions inside the 

Philistinesô temple? 

[Q]  What do you suppose the Philistines were feeling when Dagon was shattered? In your 

opinion, why didnôt the Philistines do away with all their other gods and begin worshiping 
the God of the Israelites? 

 Leaderôs Note: Although th ey feared this Godôs power, they did not share his identity. 
They did not know if they had a place under his protection. All they saw was Godôs 
destructive power.  

[Q]  How would you feel if the thing in which you placed your sense of security was destroyed? 

(Your marriage, your family, your job, 401K, home, talent, the company you work for, 
your health, your strength, etc.) 
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Teaching point four: God wants to be our first love. 

Oswald Chambers said, ñBeware of anything that competes with loyalty to Jesus Christ. The 
greatest competitor of devotion to Jesus is service for him.ò 

Read Revelation 2:1ï6.  

[Q]  List the good things that characterize this church. How might the good things of the 

church at Ephesus have become a danger to them? 

 Leaderôs Note: Knowledge puffs up, success breeds contempt, good works and 
resisting evil can turn into legalism, strict doctrine and resisting the pull of a sinful 
culture could cause you to lose a charitable spirit.  

[Q]  In verse 4, what do you think ñyou have forsaken your first loveò means?  

 Leaderôs Note: The excitement and romance they had when they first received 
forgiveness and Godôs Spirit was gone. They had forgotten the joy of learning new 
things about God. 

[Q]  How might you be like the church at Ephesus, who forsook their first love of God? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

In CHRISTIANITY TODAY, ñLifelines: The Ten Commandments for Today,ò Edith Schaeffer says, 
ñA true reality of living in the light of the first commandment would bring an outpouring of an 
endless supply of love. To love God with all oneôs heart is not to use up love, but to increase it 
continually.ò 

[Q]  Sometimes, in our zeal to do the work of the church, we lose the right motivation and 

priorities for serving. Has this ever happened to you? Share a story. 

[Q]  How can you keep your loving affection toward God alive, your motivation for serving 

him pure, and keep other gods from creeping into your life? 

[Q]  Has God ever toppled any of your gods? Tell us about it. 

Action Point: Find the Ten Commandments in your Bible and highlight them. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 1 

You Shall Have No Other 
Gods Before Me  

God will not be second. 

  

     

  

God insists on being the center of our lives, our highest priority, and the one 
we ultimately depend on to the exclusion of all others and all else. At the turn 
of the 21st century, 63 percent of young Americans believed that Muslims, 
Buddhists, Christians, Jews, and all other people pray to the same god 
(Beyond Belief to Convictions, by Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler, p.9ï12). 
This statistic provides the backdrop for our study of the Ten Commandments.  

In this study we will ask: Do we receive meaning and value from a Creator who 
bestows our identity? Or must we self-construct our own private, supreme 
being ñFranken-godò? Without God, there is no basis for objective ethics. 
Without God, we live in a world where individual and societal choices and 
behavior are tenuously governed by subjective personal preferences and 
priorities. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #1 

 
Scripture: 

Exodus 20:1ï3; 1 Samuel 5:1ï6; John 14:6ï7; Revelation 2:1ï6 
 



 

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE 

You Shall Have No Other Gods Before Me  
Page 8 

 

                   

É 2005 Å C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A N D  N E W T H I N G  

Vis i t  Sma l lGroups.com and Chr is t ianB ib leStud ies.com  

PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Martin Luther said, ñThat to which your heart clings and entrusts itself is, I say, really your god. 
The purpose of this commandment, therefore, is to require true faith and cling to him alone. 
The meaning is: óSee to it that you let me alone be your God and never seek another.ôò  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: What we believe about God determines everything else 
we believe. 

 

 

Teaching point two: God demands our undivided allegiance. 

 

 

Teaching point three: God takes his exclusivity seriously. 

 

 

Teaching point four: God wants to be our first love. 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

In CHRISTIANITY TODAY, ñLifelines: The Ten Commandments for Today,ò Edith Schaeffer says, 
ñA true reality of living in the light of the first commandment would bring an outpouring of an 
endless supply of love. To love God with all oneôs heart is not to use up love, but to increase it 
continually.ò 

Action Point: Find the Ten Commandments in your Bible and highlight them. 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 2 

You Shall Not Make for 
Yourself an Idol  

God refuses to be reduced.  

  

     

  

God refuses to be reduced to a physical object to be worshiped, or to be 
reduced to one god among lesser gods. God calls himself the Living God 
and wants people to know that he is the only  God that is living. Not only is 
he living, he is infinite, so a physical image of him cannot be produced by 
human hands. This study shows that he not only cannot be made into a 
physical likeness, but he cannot be manipulated and bargained with, as are 
all false gods. Godôs response to our worship of him is relational, not 
religious.    

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #2 
 

Scripture: 
Exodus 20:4ï6; Acts 17:16ï29  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

The Israelites were used to a religion in which they performed various acts of worship in order 
to get what they wanted from numerous gods: one god was worshiped if you wanted children, 
another if you wanted wealth, a good harvest, or physical health. But all the gods were basically 
the same in two ways: they offered blessings as payment for worship, and they could be 
approached in some tangible, visible, locatable form. Thatôs what Israel was used to, spiritually.  

But God spoke to them and told them the truth about himself: the infinite God refuses to be 
turned into a finite object to be religiously manipulated, and he will not allow us to turn away 
from him toward false gods that can be manipulated. This commandment against idolatry and 
polytheism was a new concept to everyone hearing Godôs voice. 

Discussion starter: 

[Q]  Have you ever created a piece of art (painting, drawing, sculpture, poem, etc.) that you 

really thought captured the essence of your subject? Share what quality (shape, color, 
tone) stood out to you. If you havenôt created a piece of art, have you ever seen a piece of 
art that captured the essence of the subject? Tell us about it. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: To avoid idol worship, we have to worship the true God. 

Erwin Lutzer said in Men of Integrity,  ñIf we havenôt learned to be worshipers, it doesnôt really 
matter how well we do anything else.ò 

At the end of a long letter, C. S. Lewis wrote: ñWhen I have learnt to love God better than my 
earthly dearest, I shall love my earthly dearest better than I do now. Insofar as I learn to love 
my earthly dearest at the expense of God and instead of God, I shall be moving toward the state 
in which I shall not love my earthly dearest at all. When first things are put first, second things 
are not suppressed but increasedò (C. S. Lewis, Pruetts.com). 

Read Exodus 20:4ï6.  

[Q]  Have you ever seen an idol in real life? What did it represent? How was it used by the 

culture and people that created it? 

[Q]  God knows how humans are always looking for legal loopholes. How does he wordsmith 

this command to cover all the bases? 
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 Leaderôs Note: Every possible kind of god is covered by ñin heaven, on earth, and in 
the sea.ò God knew many people would not make their own idols, but would purchase 
them from a local craftsman. Even if a person did not make the idol, he or she was still 
forbidden to bow down and worship it.  

[Q]  In what ways might we violate this commandment today, even in the absence of a 

physical idol? 

 Leaderôs Note: We fail to seek God directly, and instead reduce him to a mental image.  

[Q]  God calls himself a jealous God. What does this mean? Can you think of an example of 

jealousy in a positive sense? 

 Leaderôs Note: God desires our exclusive worship. He made us, he sustains us, he gives 
us gifts, he blesses us, he wants a relationship with us. A spouseôs desire for fidelity from 
his or her partner.  

[Q]  Why punish children for their ancestors (vv. 5ï6)? 

 Leaderôs Note: The Quest Study Bible says, ñSin has pervasive consequences. For 
instance, children are affected by alcoholic parents, and many victims of abuse become 
abusers themselves. The Israelites, with their strong solidarity, knew that good and evil 
affected whole families, not just individuals.  They recognized the ripple effect of sin 
throughout the generations.  

Teaching point two: Clear teaching about God leads away from idol worship. 

A. W. Tozer says in Knowledge of the Holy,  ñThe heaviest obligation lying upon the Christian 
church today is to purify and elevate her concept of God until it is once more worthy of him and 
of her. In all her prayers and labor this should have first place. We do the greatest service to the 
next generation of Christians by passing on to them undimmed and undiminished that noble 
concept of God which we received from our Hebrew and Christian fathers of generations past. 
This will prove of greater value to them than anything that art or science can devise.ò 

Read Acts 17:16ï29. A lesson we can take away from this passage is how the truth leads us away 
from the vague beliefs of idol worship. 

[Q]  The Epicureans had little or no belief in any kind of god at all. They believed that pleasure 

and happiness were primary goals in life. The Stoics believed god was in everything and 
so everything was god (pantheism). The Stoics were interested in living their lives in 
harmony with nature. In your own words, describe what the philosophers in verses 18ï21 
were like.  

[Q]  What are two ways Paul used their culture to bridge the gap so that they would receive his 

message?  

 Leaderôs Note: Paul studied their object of worship. He pointed out that they even 
worshiped in ignorance something as vague as ñAN UNKNOWN GOD.ò 
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[Q]  What does Paul emphasize about God in verses 24ï29? 

 Leaderôs Note: God is the Creator of the physical world, is uncontainable, needs 
nothing, gives life to people and animals. He is in control of human governments and 
cultures. He wants to be found. He is close and can be known by everyone who seeks 
him. He cannot be repr esented in gold, silver, and stone. 

[Q]  How can we, like Paul, use the culture around us as a way of relating the gospel more 

effectively? What could be at risk when we use our culture to relate the gospel? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

When Thomas Jefferson was president, he was frustrated. It was not the burdens of office that 
bothered him. It was his Bible. Jefferson was convinced that the authentic words of Jesus 
written in the New Testament had been contaminated. Early Christians, he insisted, overly 
eager to make their religion appealing to the pagans, had obscured the words of Jesus with the 
philosophy of the ancient Greeks and the teachings of Plato.  

Jefferson assured his friend and rival John Adams, in a letter dated Oct. 13, 1813, that the 
authentic words of Jesus were still there. The task, as he put it, was one of ñabstracting what is 
really his from the rubbish in which it is buried, easily distinguished by its lustre from the dross 
of his biographers, and as separate from that as the diamond from the dung hill.ò He goes on to 
say, ñThere will be found remaining the most sublime and benevolent code of morals which has 
ever been offered to man. I have performed this operation for my own use, by cutting verse by 
verse out of the printed book, and arranging the matter which is evidently his, and which is as 
easily distinguishable as diamonds in a dunghill.ò 

Jefferson omitted the words that he thought were inauthentic and retained those he believed 
were original. The resulting work is commonly known as the ñJefferson Bible.ò  

Jefferson saw Jesus as ña man, of illegitimate birth, of a benevolent heart, (and an) enthusiastic 
mind, who set out without pretensions of divinity, ended in believing them, and was punished 
capitally for sedition by being gibbeted according to the Roman law.ò 

[Q]  What do we get when we throw out what we donôt like from the Bible?  

[Q]  How has God revealed himself to us? How does he want us to learn about him? 

[Q]  How does the second commandment speak to what Thomas Jefferson did to the Bible? 

[Q]  How might you, like Thomas Jefferson, have reduced God when it comes to reading the 

Bible? 

Action Point:  Make a list of news stories, movies, music, or books that you could use to 
discuss the mystery and magnificence of God with neighbors or co-workers. Pray for such an 
opportunity. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 2 

You Shall Not Make for 
Yourself an Idol  

God refuses to be reduced.  

  

     

  

God refuses to be reduced to a physical object to be worshiped, or to be 
reduced to one god among lesser gods. God calls himself the Living God and 
wants people to know that he is the only  God that is living. Not only is he 
living, he is infinite, so a physical image of him cannot be produced by human 
hands. This study shows that he not only cannot be made into a physical 
likeness, but he cannot be manipulated and bargained with, as are all false 
gods. Godôs response to our worship of him is relational, not religious.   

  

          
      

 
Lesson #2 

 
Scripture: 

Exodus 20:4ï6; Acts 17:16ï29  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

God spoke to the Israelites and told them the truth about himself: the infinite God refuses to be 
turned into a finite object to be religiously manipulated, and he will not allow us to turn away 
from him toward false gods that can be manipulated. This commandment against idolatry and 
polytheism was a new concept to everyone hearing Godôs voice. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: To avoid idol worship, we have to worship the true God. 

 

 

 

Teaching point two: Clear teaching about God leads away from idol worship. 

 

 

 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Action Point:  Make a list of news stories, movies, music, or books that you could use to 
discuss the mystery and magnificence of God with neighbors or co-workers. Pray for such an 
opportunity. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 3 

You Shall Not Misuse the 
Name of the LORD 

God is never to be taken lightly.  

  

     

  

Think about the importance of names. When we meet someone for the first 
time, the process of getting to know them starts with exchanging names. 
God said to the Israelites, ñMy name is not to be used for your own 
purposes, because my name is a sacred part of me. I have given you my 
name, and I will not accept it if you take that gift lightly or prostitute it for 
your own good. I will not be taken lightly by anyone.ò Profanity is taking 
God lightly, and this study examines why he will not allow that.  

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #3 
 

Scripture: 
Exodus 3:13ï15, 20:7; Matthew 5:33 ï37; Acts 5:1ï11, 8:9ï24  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

God demanded that his people guard his name. The Jewish people would take this command to 
extreme lengths, refusing even to write out the name of God, fearing the paper would be 
destroyed and the name of God written in vain.  

What a different state we have come to in the church today, where Christians often use Godôs 
name lightly. 

Discussion starters: 

[Q]  If you have children, how did you go about choosing their names? 

[Q]  Give examples of different ways someone could use your name and the effect it could have 

on you. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: We must not misuse Godôs name. 

Calvin Miller wrote in ñThe Taste of Joyò (CHRISTIANITY TODAY), ñI am disturbed when I hear 
believers say Lord thoughtlessly. Many Christians are guilty of making Christ only a figurehead 
while continuing to run their lives just as they did before. It may be possible to fake the 
lordship of Christ now, but in the days when Paul wrote the letter to the Romans, Lord  was not 
a word used flippantly by the church.ò 

Read Exodus 20:7.  

[Q]  What are ways we can misuse the name of the Lord? 

 Leaderôs Note: Cursing, spiritualizing, oaths (ñI swear to Godéò). 

[Q]  How does it make you feel when you hear others take Godôs name in vain? 

[Q]  What are some of the Hebrew names for God you know of or can find elsewhere in the 

Bible?  

 Leaderôs Note:YHWH (ñI AMò), Elohim (power and might), El Shaddai (all sufficient), 
Yireh (provider), Shalom (peace), Sabaoth (Lord of hosts).  
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Read Exodus 3:13ï15. Moses had been away in the desert for 40 years when he came across the 
burning bush. This passage tells of his conversation with God before he asked the Pharaoh in 
Egypt to ñlet my people go.ò 

[Q]  Why do you think Moses wanted to know Godôs name?  

 Leaderôs Note:  When the Israelites lived in Egypt they were surrounded by many 
gods. Moses knew the Israelites would want to know which god had sent him.  

[Q]  What does a name like ñI AMò (YHWH) mean? How is this name different from the 

names of other gods youôve read about? 

 Leaderôs Note: Eternal power. Unchanging Character. ñI AMò connotes something 
bigger than your average ñriver god.ò This god is not a god of something specific. He is 
The God. 

[Q]  Who were Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to the Israelites? Why do you think God identified 

himself to the Israelites with reference to these men that he had made covenants with? 

 Leaderôs Note: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were key figures in the history of the 
Israelites. History was an anchor to the identity of ancient people s. The Israelites knew 
all the stories about these patriarchs. God can be understood by how he related to these 
men. These men embody the concept of Godôs chosen people. 

Teaching point two: Jesus clarified how we should guard the use of Godôs 
name. 

Leland Ryken said in Critique, ñEarlier in this century, someone claimed that we work at our 
play and play at our work. Today the confusion has deepened: we worship our work, work at 
our play, and play at our worship.ò  

Read Matthew 5:33ï37. Oaths by definition called on a deity to witness them (Exodus 20:7). 
Breaking an oath was dangerous, for in all societies oaths contained curses that deities would 
avenge if the person who swore by them broke the oath. 

[Q]  Is making an oath the real issue, or is it the motivation behind making one? What 

necessitates the need for making an oath? 

 Leaderôs Note: Jesusô point is not that oaths are evil, but that the motivation for 
engaging in them is; one should simply tell the truth. The point of this passage is 
integrity. Jesus observed that since God witnesses every word we say, we should be able 
to tell the truth without having to call God to witness by a formal oath.  

[Q]  What is the difference between saying, ñI will do it!ò and ñI swear on the Bible, as the Lord 

is my judge, on my motherôs grave, cross my heartðhope to die, that I will do it!ò? 

[Q]  What do you think Jesus meant when he said, ñLet your óyesô be óyesô and let your ónoô be 

ónoôò? 
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 Leaderôs Note: Jesus taught that all oaths invoke Godôs witness equally. All oaths 
implicitly call God to witness, because he made everything that exists. For Jesus no 
aspect of life is purely secular.  

[Q]  When have you lost credibility with someone? How did you try to get them to believe you 

after you had lost their trust? 

Teaching point three: God knows our hearts, and we cannot manipulate or 
deceive him. 

Read Acts 8:9ï24. 

[Q]  What was Simonôs reputation with the people of Samaria? 

[Q]  What do you think was the source of Simonôs power?  

 Leaderôs Note: Demons, evil spirits, occult power s, slight of hand, illusions.   

[Q]  What was Simonôs response to the gospel he heard from Philip? 

[Q]  Why do you think the reception of the Holy Spirit was delayed until the apostles came 

from Jerusalem? 

 Leaderôs Note: The clear teaching of the apostles and their customary practice is that 
the giving of the Spirit is a birthright of every Christian. Acts gives no consistent pattern 
for a second-stage giving of the Spirit by apostolic laying on of hands, or with 
extraordinary manifestations such as prophesyi ng and speaking in tongues. Therefore 
the Samaritan experience must be viewed as extraordinary, not normative.  

 God delayed the coming of the Spirit in order to preserve the unity of the church and the 
integrity of the churchôs cross-cultural mission to a ll nations. If God had not withheld his 
Spirit until the Jerusalem apostles came, converts on both sides of the cultural barrier 
might have found Christ without finding each other. Neither Samaritan nor Jewish 
Christians would have been assured that the Samaritans were truly regenerate and the 
spiritual equals of Jews.  

[Q]  In verses 18 and 19, what did Simonôs response to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit reveal 

about his misunderstanding of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

 Leaderôs Note: He thought he could buy the power of God. He thought Peter and John 
possessed the authority rather than God. He wrongly focused on the manifestation or 
outward signs of Godôs presence, not the power of the Word of God and faith of those 
who accept its truth.  

[Q]  Do you think Simon wanted to follow the God Peter and John followed? Why or why not? 

 Leaderôs Note: It is difficult to say whether Simon was truly remorseful or simply 
terrified.  
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[Q]  Would you rather have a God that answered your prayers according to his will, or a genie 

that had to grant you three wishes? 

Read Acts 5:1ï11. 

[Q]  Do you think Ananias and Sapphira would have been reproved for giving only 10 percent 

of their property if they had told the truth about it? 

[Q]  What was the sin they committed? 

[Q]  What did Ananias and Sapphira think theyôd gain by lying about the money they 

received? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Oswald Chambers said in The Highest Good, ñThe remarkable thing about fearing God is that 
when you fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God you fear everything 
else.ò 

[Q]  If you misuse the name of God or Jesus, how can you break the habit? 

[Q]  What response do you think is appropriate when we hear people misuse the name of 

God? 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 3 

You Shall Not Misuse the 
Name of the LORD 

God is never to be taken lightly.  

  

     

  

Think about the importance of names. When we meet someone for the first 
time, the whole process of getting to know them starts with exchanging names. 
God said to the Israelites, ñMy name is not to be used for your own purposes, 
because my name is a sacred part of me. I have given you my name, and I will 
not accept it if you take that gift lightly or prostitute it for your own good. I will 
not be taken lightly by anyone.ò Profanity is taking God lightly. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #3 

 
Scripture: 

Exodus 3:13ï15, 20:7; Matthew 5:33 ï37; Acts 5:1ï11, 8:9ï24  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

God demanded that his people guard his name. The Jewish people would take this command to 
extreme lengths, refusing even to write out the name of God, fearing the paper would be 
destroyed and the name of God written in vain.  

What a different state we have come to in the church today, where Christians often use Godôs 
name lightly. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: We must not misuse Godôs name. 

 

 

 

Teaching point two: Jesus clarified how we should guard the use of Godôs 
name. 

 

 

 

Teaching point three: God knows our hearts, and we cannot manipulate or 
deceive him. 

 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Oswald Chambers said in The Highest Good, ñThe remarkable thing about fearing God is that 
when you fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God you fear everything 
else.ò 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 4 

Keep the Sabbath Holy 
God can be trusted and enjoyed. 

  

     

  

When God commands that we cease working and focus on him regularly, 
he is telling us that he can be trusted, and that he is worth contemplating 
because he can be enjoyed for who he is. This study emphasizes that we 
donôt always have to work in a frenzied panic to make ends meet or to 
accomplish the many things we feel we have to get done, and that 
enjoyment in life is found through God. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #4 
 

Scripture: 
Exodus 20:8ï11; Matthew 11:28ï30; Colossians 2:16ï17  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

The people of God had not had a day off in 400 years! Israel knew no rest from their masters in 
Egypt. And the pagan societies that the Israelites were going to be living among knew only of 
rest as an escape from work, a necessary thing for restoring their energy so they could survive 
and prosper by the sweat of their brow. 

In the secular world, rest is what you must do to be able to keep on working. Itôs also something 
necessary because you hate your job or like doing something else much better. Secular rest 
either serves work or tries to escape it. Our cultural rhythm of work and rest is centered on both 
needing to work and not wanting to work: TGIF! But Godôs rhythm of life is radically different. 
Godôs Sabbath rest is not about recharging your batteries so you can hit the ground running the 
next day; thatôs what sleep is for. Sabbath is about centering regular portions of your time on 
God instead of working to make a living or to get ahead. Itôs understanding that God matters 
more. 

Discussion starters: 

[Q]  What comes to your mind when you hear the word Sabbath? 

[Q]  How has the idea of a Sabbath rest been abused in Christendom?  

[Q]  Is the Sabbath neglected today? If so, how? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: God has designed us for a Sabbath. 

The story is told of two men who had the tiring job of clearing a field of trees. The contract 
called for them to be paid per tree.  

Bill wanted the day to be profitable, so he grunted and sweated, swinging the axe relentlessly. 
Ed, on the other hand, seemed to be working about half as fast. He even took a rest and sat off 
to the side for a few minutes. Bill kept chopping away until every muscle and tendon in his 
body was screaming. 

At the end of the day, Bill was terribly sore, but Ed was smiling and telling jokes. Amazingly, Ed 
had cut down more trees! Bill said, ñI noticed you sitting while I worked without a break. Howôd 
you outwork me?ò 
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Ed smiled. ñDid you notice I was sharpening my axe while I was sitting?ò (Stand Firm,  June 
2000). 

Albert Schweitzer said, ñIf your soul has no Sunday, it becomes an orphan.ò 

Read Exodus 20:8ï11.  

[Q]  Does this command surprise you? If so, how and why? 

[Q]  What reason does the text give for the Sabbath command? What are some other reasons 

you can think of?  

 Leaderôs Note: God rested on the seventh day. Work is good, but work without rest 
and enjoyment of life is dangerous. God knows we need a Sabbathða day of 
contemplation and rest.  

[Q]  What does the fact that God rested and created the Sabbath for man tell you about God?   

 Leaderôs Note: God blessed the seventh day for holy use. He is a God who enjoys his 
creation. He is not a force, but a person. He built into man a spiritual, contemplative 
dim ension of consciousness that longs to connect with the divine and eternal. See 
Ecclesiastes 3:11. 

[Q]  How might a Sabbath day be different from just taking a day off of work? 

 Leaderôs Note: We can fill a day off work with kidsô soccer games, shopping, errands, 
football on TV, dinner out, and movies. We often fail to spend even five minutes in 
conscious reflection on Godôs goodness to us. We cling to our anxieties and stew in our 
guilt without giving our cares and sins over to God in prayer. We fail to read  what heôs 
told us in his Word.  

Teaching point two: We need to understand the spirit of the Sabbath rather 
than rigidly obey a law. 

Read Colossians 2:16ï17. Many in the early church expected followers of Christ to obey Jewish 
laws and customs such as dietary laws, and laws specific to what could and could not be done 
on the Sabbath. Ancient rabbis taught that on the Sabbath a man could not carry something in 
his right hand or in his left hand, across his chest or on his shoulder. But you could carry 
something with the back of your hand, with your foot, elbow, ear, hair, in the hem of your shirt, 
or in your shoe or sandal. On the Sabbath you were forbidden to tie a knotðbut a woman could 
tie a knot in her girdle. So, if a bucket of water had to be raised from a well, you could not tie a 
rope to the bucket, but a woman could tie her girdle to the bucket! 

[Q]  Do you think it matters to God what day of the week you take a Sabbath? 

 Leaderôs Note: The Jews practice the Sabbath on Saturday. When the Israelites 
wan dered in the desert, God provided food in the form of manna, which they were to 
gather for six days, doubling what they collected on the sixth day so that they could 
refrain from food gathering on the seventh day and rest in worship of God. Sunday 
became the Christian day of worship following the death and resurrection of Christ.  
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[Q]  What emotional and practical effect do you think Paulôs words in verse 16 had on the 

Colossian Christians? 

 Leaderôs Note: Paulôs words must have been liberating to the Colossian Christians. 
Being free from obligation to Jewish dietary laws and the Jewish observance of holy 
days and festivals, including hundreds of rules regarding the Sabbath, would feel like a 
weight off their shoulders. They could focus on enjoying the rest t hey have in Christ.  

[Q]  Do you ever emphasize outward religious practices and actions over inward affections 

and attitudes? If so, how? 

[Q]  In what ways were the Jewish regulations and traditions only a shadow of the things to 

come (to be fulfilled in Christ)? 

 Leaderôs Note: The Jewish traditions and ceremonies pointed to Christ, in whom we 
have all that we need to know and please God. 

Teaching point three: Jesus offers rest. 

ñI do not mean to make an idol of health, but it does seem to me that at least some of us have 
made an idol of exhaustion. The only time we know we have done enough is when we are 
running on empty and when the ones we love most are the ones we see the least. When we lie 
down to sleep at night, we offer our full appointment calendars to God in lieu of prayer, 
believing that Godðwho is as busy as we areðwill surely understand.ò (Barbara Brown Taylor, 
explaining why she took a year of Jubilee in 2000, not accepting any out-of-town speaking 
engagements.) 

Read Matthew 11:28ï30.  

[Q]  What is a yoke in this passage? What could it mean for you to take Jesusô yoke upon 

yourself? 

 Leaderôs Note: A yoke was a wooden harness that often joined two oxen together and 
was also attached to a chain, plow, or wagon. The yoke allowed the oxen to pull 
together. 

[Q]  What are some other yokes that we can be harnessed to?  

[Q]  What kind of rest can be found by assuming Christôs yoke and burden instead of keeping 

our shoulders pushing against other yokes or trying to pull our own burdens? 

[Q]  How often does Jesus want us to look to him for rest? 

 Leaderôs Note: We are to always be looking to Christ for rest. See Philippians 4:6 ï 7. 
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PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Lectio Divina  is an ancient Benedictine practice that has four parts to it. You can read more 
about this in the book Read, Think, Pray, Live,  by Tony Jones. 

Lectio:  pick a short Bible passage (3 to 12 verses) and read it 5 to 15 times slowly for about 10 
minutes. You could look to a lectionary like the Book of Common Prayer  for passage 
suggestions. 

Meditatio:  meditate on your passage, focusing on one word or phrase. Let your mind free 
associate, constantly bringing your thoughts back to the one word or phrase.  

Oratio:  pray silently or aloud, asking God, ñWhy did this word or phrase stand out to me 
today?ò or ñWhat do you want me to do with this word?ò etc. 

Contemplatio:  contemplation, inner quietness, resting in Godôs love, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
listening, journaling insights or thoughts. 

Where and when in your life are you currently experiencing a Sabbath rest? 

Action Point: Practice Lectio Divina . Write out Matthew 11:28ï30 or type it and place it on 
your bathroom mirror or on your refrigerator. Underline it in your Bible. Enter it in your Palm 
Pilot, spiritual journal, screensaver, or Day Timer. Read it aloud ten times in a row, slowly, 
phrase by phrase. What word(s) stand out to you or speak to you? Meditate on these words for 
five minutes; really chew them over. What insights flood your thoughts? What is Godôs Word 
saying to you? Journal your reflections. Pray this passage, asking God to draw you into his rest. 
Memorize it. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 4 

Keep the Sabbath Holy 
God can be trusted and enjoyed. 

  

     

  

When God commands that we cease working and focus on him regularly, he is 
telling us that he can be trusted, and that he is worth contemplating because 
he can be enjoyed for who he is. This study emphasizes that we donôt always 
have to work in a frenzied panic to make ends meet or to accomplish the many 
things we feel we have to get done, and that enjoyment in life is found through 
God. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #4 

 
Scripture: 

Exodus 20:8ï11; Matthew 11:28ï30; Colossians 2:16ï17  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Godôs Sabbath rest is not about recharging your batteries so you can hit the ground running the 
next day; thatôs what sleep is for. Sabbath is about centering regular portions of your time on 
God instead of working to make a living or to get ahead. Itôs understanding that God matters 
more.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: God has designed us for a Sabbath. 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching point two: We need to understand the spirit of the Sabbath rather 
than rigidly obey a law. 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching point three: Jesus offers rest. 
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PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Lectio Divina  is an ancient Benedictine practice that has four parts to it. You can read more 
about this in the book Read, Think, Pray, Live,  by Tony Jones. 

Lectio:  pick a short Bible passage (3 to 12 verses), and read it 5 to 15 times slowly for about 10 
minutes. You could look to a lectionary like the Book of Common Prayer  for passage 
suggestions. 

Meditatio:  meditate on your passage, focusing on one word or phrase. Let your mind free 
associate, constantly bringing your thoughts back to the one word or phrase.  

Oratio:  pray silently or aloud, asking God, ñWhy did this word or phrase stand out to me 
today?ò or ñWhat do you want me to do with this word?ò etc. 

Contemplatio:  contemplation, inner quietness, resting in Godôs love, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
listening, journaling insights or thoughts. 

Action Point: Practice Lectio Divina.  Write out Matthew 11:28ï30 or type it and place it on 
your bathroom mirror or on your refrigerator. Underline it in your Bible. Enter it in your Palm 
Pilot, spiritual journal, screensaver, or Day Timer. Read it aloud ten times in a row, slowly, 
phrase by phrase. What word(s) stand out to you or speak to you? Meditate on these words for 
five minutes; really chew them over. What insights flood your thoughts? What is Godôs Word 
saying to you? Journal your reflections. Pray this passage, asking God to draw you into his rest. 
Memorize it. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 5 

Honor Your Father and Mother 
God cares about your parents.  

  

     

  

God cares about our parents enough to insist we treat them well, whether 
they deserve it or not. This study examines the fifth commandment, which 
tells us that God cares about our parents, regardless of their worthiness or 
unworthiness. God knows all that our parents have done and not done for 
us, and he wants us to honor them for how they have succeeded and despite 
how they have failed. This commandment is a crash course in Godôs school 
of grace, one that for many people has included many painful hard knocks. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #5 
 

Scripture: 
Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4ï 9; Matthew 22:36ï40; Ephesians 6:1ï4   
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

Although the Bible provides moral ideals, it does not provide parents with situation-based 
instructions for parenting. It offers clues to child training, but not a detailed blueprint that 
speaks to every action. The Bible is sufficient and authoritative, but not comprehensive. That is, 
it does not speak to every situation parents face when raising children. The Bible does provide 
many moral principles governing godly living. The Old Testament encourages parents to talk to 
their children about God and what he has done for his people. 

Discussion starters: 

[Q]  Was the family you grew up in more like the Simpsons, the Brady Bunch, the Waltons, the 

Cleavers, the Munsters, or  ? 

[Q]  Name one thing you admire about your parents. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: We are commanded to honor our parents. 

Curtis Lundgren said in MARRIAGE PARTNERSHIP, ñFirst the Ten Commandments, then Jesus, 
make it very clear that there are two kinds of important relationships for human beings. One is 
a relationship between human beings and God, and the other is a relationship between human 
beings. The way we treat each other is a reflection of what we think of him.ò 

Read Exodus 20:12.  

[Q]  How would you honor your mother and father: 

a. As a child? 
b. As a young adult? 
c. In your middle age and their retirement years? 
d. In their old age? 

[Q]  Should we honor our parents out of duty or devotion? 

[Q]  There are a lot of respect-oriented relationships that God could have addressed 

specifically in the Ten Commandments (siblings, parental obligation to children, spouse 
to spouse, slave to owner, governed to those who govern, grandparents, teachers, priests, 
etc.). Why do you think he chose how children should treat their parents? 
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 Leaderôs Note: The child-to-parent relationship is the foundation for respect in every 
other human relationship. It has the greatest impact on socialization. It shapes the 
trajectory of most lives. How we were p arented and how we submitted to our parentsô 
authority as children reveals a lot about our predisposition toward submitting to Godôs, 
the Scriptureôs, or the churchôs authority in our lives. 

Teaching point two: God commands us to honor our parents for our own good. 

Troy Dean has this to offer: 

Until a few years ago, there were no laws about child safety seats and automobile 
restraint systems. Tragically, many young children were not safely belted in their seats, 

and they died in car accidents. Today, though, laws prohibit children from riding in a 
car without a child seat facing the right direction and properly installed. Even new 

mothers need to have the seat installed before taking a child home from the hospital.  

Of all the expressions of human love, there is probably no more pure and beautiful 

love than that of a parent for a child. Yet, when a childôs safety is at stake, it seems a 

parentôs love is not always enough. Parents did not always do what was best for their 
children. Many parents needed a law or boundary to ensure that their love for their 

children did not fall short of perfect love.  

God knows the same is true of our love and devotion toward him and other people. He 

knows our feelings are not enough. We needed laws and boundaries in the form of 
commands to aid us in loving him and other people fully.  

Read Ephesians 6:1ï4. 

[Q]  What would it be like to live in a family where the children and parents consistently 

applied Ephesians 6:1ï4? 

 Leaderôs Note: There would be respect, honor, genuine care, and concern.  

[Q]  What are the four reasons Paul gives for children to obey their parents? 

 Leaderôs Note: 1. It is right. 2. It comes with a promise. 3. Your life will be prosperous. 
4. You will live a long life.  

[Q]  What is the difference between obeying and honoring your parents? How are they the 

same? 

 Leaderôs Note: Obedience is concerned with actions. Honoring is concerned with 
respect for God-given authority and motives. A child needs to obey and respect. An adult 
needs to honor, but does not need to obey their parents.  

[Q]  What does it mean to exasperate a child? How did your parents exasperate you as a child? 

 Leaderôs Note: Exasperation is a state of non-learning. Youôve pushed too far or too 
hard if your children no longer listen to your wisdom or  accept your discipline. The 
quality and quantity of trust our children have in us is the only legitimate benchmark 
for measuring our relationship with them. Parents will have to give an account to God 
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for how they cared for and taught their children. Pare nts should never discipline out of 
malice. The purpose of parental discipline is to help children grow ðnot to exasperate 
and provoke them to anger or discouragement.  

Teaching point three: God wants parents to teach their children about him. 

Read Deuteronomy 6:4ï9. Harold Korver says, ñIf you donôt make a habit out of going to 
church each Sunday, you shoot yourself in the foot, your children in the leg, and your 
grandchildren in the heart.ò As parents we are to look for ways to teach our children about God. 
Who knows how many generations we are influencing? 

[Q]  If all parents lived out verse 5, how would their children be influenced? 

 Leaderôs Note: Children are more influenced by what we do than by what we say. 
Children can see our priorities by the way we spend our money and our time. Children 
see the lack of importance of rules that apply to them but not to us as parents or adults. 
How we relate to God will impress upon them whether he is worth seeking.  

[Q]  Whose responsibility is it for teaching Godôs commandments and principles to children?  

 Leaderôs Note: It is primarily the parentsô responsibility, not the priestôs, pastorôs, or 
Sunday school teacherôs. 

[Q]  How would you modernize verses 7ï9 in your own words? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Jesus summed up all the commandments with two, in Matthew 22:36ï40: 

ñTeacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?ò Jesus replied: ñóLove the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.ô This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: óLove your neighbor as yourself.ô All the Law 
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.ò 

[Q]  There are a lot of rules, stories, and principles for living a life that is pleasing to God. How 

would you summarize for your children the Bible-based rules that make your top ten list? 

[Q]  How would you summarize the first five commandments in your own words? 

Action Point: Create a ñfamily rulesò or ñhouse rulesò statement of biblical principles that you 
endeavor to live byða mission statement or guiding principles document. Put it on your 
refrigerator. Read it and talk about it together. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 5 

Honor Your Father and Mother 
God cares about your parents.  

  

     

  

God cares about our parents enough to insist we treat them well, whether they 
deserve it or not. This study examines the fifth commandment, which tells us 
that God cares about our parents, regardless of their worthiness or 
unworthiness. God knows all that our parents have done and not done for us, 
and he wants us to honor them for how they have succeeded and despite how 
they have failed. This commandment is a crash course in Godôs school of grace, 
one that for many people has included many painful hard knocks. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #5 

 
Scripture: 

Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4ï 9; Matthew 22:36ï40; Ephesians 6:1ï4   
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Although the Bible provides moral ideals, it does not provide parents with situation-based 
instructions for parenting. It offers clues to child training, but not a detailed blueprint that 
speaks to every action. The Bible is sufficient and authoritative, but not comprehensive. That is, 
it does not speak to every situation parents face when raising children. The Bible does provide 
many moral principles governing godly living. The Old Testament encourages parents to talk to 
their children about God and what he has done for his people.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: We are commanded to honor our parents. 

 

 

 

Teaching point two: God commands us to honor our parents for our own good. 

 

 

 

Teaching point three: God wants parents to teach their children about him. 

 

 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Action Point: Create a ñfamily rulesò or ñhouse rulesò statement of biblical principles that you 
endeavor to live byða mission statement or guiding principles document. Put it on your 
refrigerator. Read it and talk about it together. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 6 

You Shall Not Murder 
God places great value on human beings. 

  

     

  

The value God places on human beings is so great that he refuses to allow us to 
treat people as less valuable than they truly are. This study looks at Jesus, who 
goes one step further, telling us that murder begins in our hearts and that we 
shouldnôt feed our anger. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #6 

 
Scripture: 

Genesis 4:1ï16; Matthew 5:21ï24  



 

LEADERôS GUIDE 

You Shall Not Murder 
Page 8 

 

                   

É 2005 Å C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A N D  N E W T H I N G  

Vis i t  Sma l lGroups.com and Chr is t ianB ib leStud ies.com  

PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

Imagine having a dispute with a neighbor, and your neighbor decides to settle it by simply 
killing youðno argument. Or imagine having a quarrel with an unreasonable customer who 
wonôt budge, so you kill her. Or think of having an argument that turns into a fistfight, and you 
kill the other person or vice versa. 

Exodus 20:13 says, ñYou shall not murder.ò The commandment not to murder seems almost 
unnecessary, since we assume taking another human beingôs life to be the worst, most 
detestable thing you can do. But this commandment is not just about how awful a thing it is to 
kill another person. Itôs also about how much human beings matter to God. The main reason 
we should not murder is not because of the pain and suffering it causes to people, but because 
the life of every person belongs to God and is precious to him. We may not take human life 
away because it belongs to God, not to us.  

Note the rationale given in Genesis for why it is wrong to harm others: ñWhoever sheds the 
blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made manò 
(Genesis 9:6). Humans are image bearers; Godôs own being is reflected in us. God is the reason 
we should not murder. As one author put it, ñEvery murder is an attack on God.ò 

Murder is not just about taking someoneôs life because you are angry with the person. Itôs about 
taking someoneôs life because it benefits you to do so. Murder reduces another human being to 
an object to be done away with for personal gain or advantage. 

Jesus unpacked that thought even further (Matthew 5:21ï24) when he explained that we 
shouldnôt feel too proud of ourselves for not murdering people physically, because we can do 
something similar by treating them like they are nothing more than what offends us. Again, this 
is an affront to the God who loves people and values everyone. Jesus warned us to never think 
of other image bearers as only objects of our own wrath or resentment. It is an offense to God, 
because this commandment tells us ñI prize my ultimate creation.ò This is the truth about God. 

Discussion starters: 

[Q]  Have you ever read a novel or watched a movie that made you want to see an evil 

character murdered? Explain why.  

[Q]  Why does everyone need this commandment, even if we never murder anyone? 
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PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: God values human life. 

Professor and journalist Terry Mattingly writes: 

[In his talks, author Phillip J ohnson quotes] the Gospel of John, which states: ñIn the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not 

anything made that was made.ò 

After reading this, Johnson asks: ñIs that true or false?ò 

Then he turns this Scripture inside out and creates a credo for use in sanctuaries 
aligned with the National Center for Science Education. It sounds like this: ñIn the 

beginning were the particles and the particles somehow became complex, living stuff. 
And the stuff imagined God.ò 

After reading this, Johnson again asks: ñIs that true or false?ò 

Johnson argues that todayôs debates over science, creation, and morality are, literally, 

clashes between people who believe there is scientific evidence that God created man 
and those who believe there is scientific evidence that man created God. 

ñIf there is no Creator who has a purpose for your life, then there is no such thing as 
sin,ò he said. ñSin would mean that you are in a wrong relationship to your Creator. 

Well, you canôt be in the wrong relationship with the particles. They donôt care. So you 
donôt need a Savior to save you from the consequences of your wrong relationship with 

the particles.  

ñWhen you give away creation, you have given away everything.ò 

Read Genesis 4:1ï16.  

[Q]  What help do you suppose Eve credits to God in verse 1? Why? 

 Leaderôs Note: Eve credited God with giving life itself. She had a front -row seat to the 
first human birth, an amazi ng experience of wonder and awe that most women who 
give birth feel.  

[Q]  How does Eveôs acknowledgement of Godôs role in human reproduction influence, 

change, or confirm your understanding of Godôs relationship to:  
 a) every person in the world 
 b) the person in your life that annoys you 
 c) the person in your life that betrayed you 
 d) you 

 Leaderôs Note: Hopefully Eveôs acknowledgement will influence us to view every 
person in the world, especially those that annoy us or have betrayed us, as a 
child/crea tion of God and not simply their biological parents. God loves each one of us.  
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[Q]  Prior to these verses, there is no definitive instruction to Adam, Eve, Cain, or Abel to 

present God with offerings. Why do you suppose Cain and Abel do so? What does this 
suggest to you about their understanding of Godôs role in their life?   

 Leaderôs Note: Cain and Abel are in a close relationship with God. From Scripture we 
can be certain that they had direct conversation with him. Cain and Abel understood 
that their exis tence was a direct result of Godôs power and work in their livesðGod was 
their Creator and they his ultimate creation. Cain and Abel also recognized that 
everything they had came from God and to give him an offering was an act of 
celebrating his role in th eir lives. 

[Q]  Why do you suppose God looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his 

offering he did not look with favor? What was the right thing Cain needed to do (v.7)?  

 Leaderôs Note: Cain gave ñsome of the fruits of the soilò while Abel gave ñfat portions 
from some of the firstborn.ò Abel gave the best portions. Cain may have given leftovers. 
In any case, his attitude was not right toward God. Cain needed to put aside his jealousy 
towards Abel and his anger towards God, and to give Go d what he deserves. Doing the 
right thing would remedy Cainôs relationships with Abel and with God. It would also 
prevent his anger from turning into sin.  

[Q]  What situation that you are facing is similar? Are you angry or jealous? What can you do 

to remedy the situation? 

[Q]  What does the Lord hear that Cain and others could not (v.10)? What does this suggest to 

you about Godôs relationship with: 
 a) Abel 
 b) the person in your life that annoys you 
 c) the person in your life that betrayed you 
 d) you 

Teaching point two: God wants us to rid ourselves of the attitudes that lead to 
murder. 

J. I. Packer said in ñI Want to Be a Christian,ò which appeared in CHRISTIANITY TODAY: 

As murder story writers assume, and as most of us learn in experience, we have in us 
capacities for fury, fear, envy, greed, conceit, callousness, and hate which, given the 

right provocation, could make killers out of us all ðbaby-batterers or Bluebeards, 
professional thugs or amateur hit men.  

G. K. Chestertonôs Father Brown explained his method of detection by saying, ñYou 
see, it was I who killed all those peopleòðin the sense that he looked within himself to 

find the mentality that would produce the crime he was investigating, and did in fact 
discover it there. Chesterton lets him moralize: ñNo manôs really any good till he knows 

how bad he is, or might be; till heôs realized exactly how much right he has to all this 
snobbery, and sneering, and talking about ócriminals,ô as if they were apes in a forest 

ten thousand miles away ... till heôs squeezed out of his soul the last drop of the oil of 
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the Pharisees; till his only hope is somehow or other to have captured one criminal, 

and kept him safe and sane under his own hat.ò 

Brown, though fictitious, states fact. When the fathomless wells of r age and hatred in 

the normal human heart are tapped, the results are fearful. ñThere but for the grace of 
God go I.ò Only restraining and renewing grace enables anyone to keep the sixth 

commandment. 

Read Matthew 5:21ï24. 

[Q]  Having just heard from Jesus himself, to what extent do his words, ñanyone who is angry 

with his brother will be subject to judgmentò and the command, ñyou shall not murderò 
apply to you? Explain. 

 Leaderôs Note: It should be clear that the command ñyou shall not murderò applies to 
all of us who harbor feelings of anger and jealousy towards others.  

[Q]  What might the judgment be that Jesus referred to in this passage?  

 Leaderôs Note: Unresolved anger and jealousy have a compounding effect. One 
unresolved bout of anger or jealousy may le ad us to respond again in a similar fashion, 
and before long all our relationships are laid with these traps. It is likely that the 
compounding effect is in itself a judgment ðit robs us of the joy that God desires us to 
experience. 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Mike Conklin of the Chicago Tribune  says: 

Anger seems to be epidemic these daysé. Dr. Emil Coccaro, a researcher and 

professor of psychiatry at the University of Chicago Hospitals, has been studying anger 
for several decades. He says that many hotheads suffer from Intermittent Explosive 

Disorder (IED). Dr. Coccaro is championing a new drug called Depakote, introduced by 

Abbott Laboratories in 1995. Interestingly, an effort to find volunteers with volatile 
tempers for the clinical studies has been unproductive. Apparently, few people see 

their anger as a problem. 

ñThe other day I got into a friendôs car and I noticed the visor on the passengerôs side 

was gone,ò reported Dr. Coccaro. ñI asked what happened, and the driver told me, 
óDonôt get me started on that. My wife ripped it off.ô I told him these things are hard to 

rip off, and he told me, óWell, she was really angry.ôò 

[Q]  Is there a person you are angry with? How can you let God diffuse that anger? Are you 

also angry with God? Why?  

Action Point: Pray silently that God will reveal to you anyone you need to learn to love and 
forgive. Ask him for the strength and ability to do so. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 6 

You Shall Not Murder 
God places great value on human beings. 

  

     

  

The value God places on human beings is so great that he refuses to allow us to 
treat people as less valuable than they truly are. This study looks at Jesus, who 
goes one step further, telling us that murder begins in our hearts and that we 
shouldnôt feed our anger. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #6 

 
Scripture: 

Genesis 4:1ï16; Matthew 5:21ï24  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Exodus 20:13 says, ñYou shall not murder.ò The main reason we should not murder is not 
because of the pain and suffering it causes to people, but because the life of every person 
belongs to God and is precious to him. We may not take human life away because it belongs to 
God, not to us.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: God values human life. 

 

 

 

Teaching point two: God wants us to rid ourselves of the attitudes that lead to 
murder. 

 

 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Action Point: Pray silently that God will reveal to you anyone you need to learn to love and 
forgive. Ask him for the strength and ability to do so. 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 7 

You Shall Not Commit Adultery 
Marriage is sacred to God.  

  

     

  

The value God places on marriage is so great that he calls us to be as 
faithful to our marriages as he has been to us. The prohibition against 
adultery is similar to the prohibition against murder: it is wrong not just 
because of what it does to another person, but because it is an affront to 
God. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #7 
 

Scripture: 
2 Samuel 11:1ï5, 14ï17, 12:1ï10  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

Note to leader: If your group is co -ed, you may want to break into separate groups of men and 
women. 

Marriage is precious to God, because in marriage God has created a new thingðone out of two, 
a new entity, a new creation called a marriage. Jesus gives this new creation (Godôs joining a 
man and a woman together) as the reason to not divorce. The reason is not primarily what it 
does to people, significant as that is; itôs what it does according to God. It ñtears asunderò 
something God has joined together and made sacred.  

Marriage simply is not sacred to most people, because marriage is seen like most other 
relationshipsða means to an end, my own fulfillment and pleasure. Adultery is saying, in effect, 
ñThis relationship is no longer serving as the means to the end that I want, so I am going to be 
with someone else to get what I want.ò In drastic opposition to this, God says that marriage is 
sacred to him.  

Why is it such a big deal to him? The apostle Paul and the prophet Hosea give us the best 
answers. In Ephesians, Paul cannot speak at length about how husbands and wives are to treat 
each other without launching off into the wonders of how Christ has given himself up for his 
Church, making it clear that no relationship is meant to embody and reflect Godôs undying, 
faithful covenant to his people more than marriage.  

In the life of Hosea, God goes so far as to tell his prophet to marry a woman who he knows in 
advance is going to be unfaithful, to mirror and illustrate how God feels about us. Clearly, Godôs 
intention for marriage, for all of us, is for this relationship to be the pinnacle opportunity to 
experience what it means to be faithful to someone who is not meeting your needs, or vice 
versa. Thatôs one of the many reasons marriage is so sacred to Godðbecause fidelity in 
marriage (including cognitive and emotional fidelity, which Jesus talks about) is as close as we 
often get to loving someone the way God loves us. 

Discussion starters: 

[Q]  What were some rules that you despised or disregarded as a child? What were the 

consequences for disobeying those rules? 

[Q]  Which word, despise or disregard,  best completes this question: ñWhy did you  

  the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes?ò Explain 
your choice. 

 Despise means: 
 a. To regard with contempt or scorn 
 b. To dislike intensely; loathe 
 c. To regard as unworthy of oneôs interest or concern 
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 Disregard means: 
 a. To pay no attention or heed to; ignore 
 b. To treat without proper respect or attentiveness 

 Leaderôs Note: The obvious word is ñdisregard.ò After all, ñdespiseò sounds a bit 
harshðmost would not admit to despising the word of the Lord. By definition, ñdespiseò 
is something much stronger than ñdisregard,ò and implies that the word of the Lord is 
not to be taken lightly. Second Samuel 12:9 uses the word ñdespiseò in this question. 

[Q]  What does Godôs use of the word despise suggest to you about the ñword of the Lordò? 

About God? About our actions when we despise his word? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: Marriage is sacred to God. 

The ñword of the Lordò for today is ñYou shall not commit adulteryò (Exodus 20:14). On the 
surface that may seem pretty black and white, but for those who would pat themselves on the 
back for never crossing sexual lines, Jesus tells us that fidelity and love are in the heart and the 
mind and not just in the bedroom. Here is how he said it, ñYou have heard that it was said, óDo 
not commit adultery.ô But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heartò (Matthew 5:27ï28). God told us the truth about 
himself in this commandmentðmarriage is sacred to him not because marriage is always a 
wonderful experience but because being faithful to another is nearest and dearest to the heart 
of God. 

Read 2 Samuel 11:1ï5.  

[Q]  At what point in this account do you think David despised the ñword of the Lordò?  

 Leaderôs Note: David certainly knew the word of the Lord. He may have begun to 
despise it much earlier and this was the culmination, or somewhere between gett ing out 
of bed to walk on the rooftop and sending a messenger to find out about Bathsheba, he 
despised the word of the Lord.  

[Q]  The one David sent to find out about Bathsheba seemed to know the ñword of the Lordò 

(Exodus 20:14). What is that word and how can you tell he knew it? 

 Leaderôs Note: In the report back to David, his messenger tried to find a 
polite/respectful way to say to his king, ñIsnôt this Bathsheba?ò He goes on to say, ñSheôs 
the wife of Uriah.ò In other words, ñDavid, sheôs married; forget about it. That would be 
a sin.ò 

[Q]  Who in your life is bold enough to speak the ñword of the Lordò to you? When the word is 

spoken are you: a) like David, likely to despise it and send messengers to get what you 
want? or b) unlike David, likely to respond to that person and honor the word of the 
Lord?  
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Teaching point two: If we ignore Godôs voice in one sin, it often leads to 
another. 

J. Douglas Burford shares about the danger of a seared conscience: 

During my college yearsðin my infinite wisdomðit occurred to me that it made no 
sense to stop at red traffic lights when there was clearly no traffic around. So I began 

to stop only brieflyðjust long enough to check for carsðand then proceed. My stops 
became shorter and shorter, and eventually I no longer st opped at all. I simply 

checked out the landscape well in advance andðif no cars were comingðproceeded 
full speed through the red light.  

One day something changed all of that, and Iôve never run a red light since. I was 
approaching an isolated light in an area where there was rarely traffic in the busiest of 

times. I had already checked out the landscape and was near the empty intersection 
when a car topped the hill to my left. It was too far away to pose any threat, but it did 

pose a problem: it was a poli ce car. But that is not what changed my ways, because I 

got the car stopped and received no more punishment than a dirty glance.  

What scared me enough to put an end to that practice was what occurred in the split 

seconds between spotting the patrol car and getting the car stopped. In that instant, 
my foot moved from the gas pedal to the brake pedal, and then back to the gas pedal! 

I did not will it to do that; my foot just did it. My foot did that because that is how I 
had trained my mind to respond. I had  continually ignored what had once been a clear 

signal to stopða red lightðand as a result that signal was no longer clear.  

The same occurs with sin. Our God-given conscience gives us warning signals, and we 

can heed those signals or ignore them. If we ig nore them often enough, we may 
eventually fail to recognize them as signals at all. 

Read 2 Samuel 11:14ï17. 

[Q]  What ñword of the Lordò did David despise in this passage? 

 Leaderôs Note: David despised ñYou shall not murderò(Exodus 20:13). 

[Q]  Share a time when you did something you were not supposed to do, and then tried to 

cover it up with another forbidden act or thought.  

Teaching point three: God holds us accountable for our actions. 

Winn Collier wrote of the foolishness of adultery: 

In Spanglish, Deborah Clasky (Tea Leoni) is the neurotic wife of John Clasky (Adam 
Sandler), a simple and carefree man who has become a highly acclaimed chef. 

Deborah is self-absorbed and small minded, a control freak who blames everyone but 
herself for her problems. Her selfish patterns have led her into an affair. Evelyn (Cloris 

Leachman), Deborahôs mother, decides to step in. 

Late one evening as Deborah gets into her SUV to slip away for a rendezvous, Evelyn 

comes out of the bushes where she had been waiting. Running up t o the vehicle, 
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Evelyn sticks her head in the rolled-down window, catching Deborah by surprise, and 

asks if she can ñsay just one thing.ò 

ñYes, Mother, one thing,ò Deborah says with annoyance. 

ñDeborah, you are going to lose your husband if you donôt stop what you are doing. 

And you will never find someone as good. There will only be men who you know are 
cheap and shallow and have no real warmth in their souls. You may have gotten by on 

those surfaces once, but now you have been spoiled by a good man.ò  

With fire in her eyes, Evelyn gruffly grabs Deborahôs shoulder and continues. ñIf you do 

not act quickly, you will soon cement an awful fate for yourself, a life with no hope of 

repair which has already begun to turn desperateéò she pauses, ñand dumb.ò 

Deborah is stunned. Then Evelyn smiles widely, her tone changes to a grandmotherly 
sweetness, as if she had just asked her daughter to run to the grocery rather than told 

her that her life was in jeopardy. ñThatôs it,ò she says, patting the side of the car. 

ñDrive carefully.ò 

As Evelyn walks away, Deborah yells, ñWell, youôve done it again, Motherémade me 

hate myselféone of the things I can count on.ò 

Evelyn turns around and says matter-of-factly, ñHoney, lately, your low self-esteem is 
just good common sense.ò 

Read 2 Samuel 12:1ï10.  

[Q]  How does the story told by Nathan illuminate for you the evil of adultery? 

 Leaderôs Note: Answers will vary, but the story is a great analogy for us to consider. 
It is such a great analogy that David himself becomes angry with th e fictitious rich man 
in the story. He says the punishment should be death for the one who committed the sin 
as well as four times the retribution for the one stolen. It is important to remember that 
God has given this story as an analogy for Nathan to use , and therefore God must view 
adultery to be like this.  

[Q]  In verses 7ï8, the Lord lists at least six things he has given to David. What are those 

things and which do you find to be the most significant?   

 Leaderôs Note: God has given David: kingship, pr otection, a palace, wives, nations, 
and even more if that was not enough. Godôs statement about giving David even more is 
especially significant ðalmost as if he were saying, ñWhat could possibly be given that is 
better or more?ò  

[Q]  In verse 9, David was rebuked for taking something that was not given to him. What did 

David take? In your opinion, how does the thing taken compare in significance to the 
things given to him? 

 Leaderôs Note: David took Uriahôs wife. From the worldôs perspective, kingship, 
nati ons, and multiple wives are of greater significance.  
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[Q]  Consider the Lordôs rebuke of David in verse 9. What does this suggest to you about the 

significance God places on marriage?  

 Leaderôs Note: God used the word ñdespise,ò which we already defined as more 
significant than ñdisregard.ò God called Davidôs action evil. God punished David by 
taking the life of the child conceived in sin. God clearly holds marriage in high regard ð 
in higher regard than kingdoms and kingships.  

[Q]  Based on this story, adultery could be further defined to include ñthe taking of anotherôs 

spouse.ò What does this expanded definition suggest to you about Godôs involvement in 
the selection and union of a husband and wife? What evidence do you see in your own 
marriage that points to Godôs involvement? 

 Leaderôs Note: In this story, we learn of the many significant things that were given 
to David by God. It is biblical to conclude that the things God holds to be of even greater 
significanceðlike a spouseðare given by him as well. Your spouse was given to you by 
God. It was no accident or coincidence that you are husband and wife.  

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Matthew 19:6 says, ñSo they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let man not separate.ò 

[Q]  What rooftop are you, like David, walking around on when you shouldnôt? How can this 

group keep you off that rooftop? 

[Q]  To whom do you need to speak the ñword of the Lordò concerning adultery (similar to the 

messenger David sent to find out about Bathsheba)? 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 7 

You Shall Not Commit Adultery 
Marriage is sacred to God. 

  

     

  

The value God places on marriage is so great that he calls us to be as faithful to 
our marriages as he has been to us. The prohibition against adultery is similar 
to the prohibition against murder: it is wrong not just because of what it does 
to another person, but because it is an affront to God. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #7 

 
Scripture: 

2 Samuel 11:1ï5, 14ï17, 12:1ï10  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Marriage is precious to God, because in marriage God has created a new thingðone out of two, 
a new entity, a new creation called a marriage. Jesus gives this new creation (Godôs joining a 
man and a woman together) as the reason to not divorce. The reason is not primarily what it 
does to people, significant as that is; itôs what it does according to God. It ñtears asunderò 
something God has joined together and made sacred.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: Marriage is sacred to God. 

 

 

 

Teaching point two: If we ignore Godôs voice in one sin, it often leads to 
another. 

 

 

 

Teaching point three: God holds us accountable for our actions. 

 

 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Matthew 19:6 says, ñSo they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let man not separate.ò 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 8 

You Shall Not Steal 
Everything belongs to Go d. 

  

     

  

When God commanded us not to steal, he told us that we donôt have to take 
advantage of others financially because he can be trusted to take care of us. 
This study looks at the fact that stealing is a form of greed, and greed is 
counting on moneyðinstead of Godðto make us secure. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #8 
 

Scripture: 
Psalm 50; Malachi 3:8ï10  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

Paul wrote the church at Ephesus, ñSteal no longerò (Ephesians 4:28). A church with thieves in 
it? Church is not where we would think to find thieves. Thieves are criminals who live in jails 
after they are caught, right? We donôt think of thieves being in church, because we donôt really 
understand what stealing is.  

Stealing is not just about taking someone elseôs property when theyôre not looking, or robbing 
them at gunpoint. Hot-wiring somebodyôs car or shoplifting are not the only things that qualify 
as stealing. Stealing is taking advantage of anyone financially for your own gain. This would 
include things like cheating on your taxes (stealing from Uncle Sam), not returning incorrect 
change when youôre given too much (stealing from a store), or taking advantage of someone in 
a business deal when you knew they didnôt know any better. God is not trying to define stealing 
so broadly that we can all feel guilty about it. God is trying to help us understand the 
connection between property and him. Stealing (if properly understood) includes even what we 
give to God: ñWill a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, óHow do we rob you?ô In tithes 
and offeringsò (Malachi 3:8). 

When God said, ñDo not steal,ò he was not just commanding that we respect other peopleôs 
property and not take what is not ours. He was also telling us the truth about himself: 
ñEverything belongs to me; everything is mine; so you donôt have to go around trying to get all 
you can so that you will have enough to live on or be happy.ò Stealing is sometimes done for 
other reasons, but most of the time it is a form of greed, where we take what does not belong to 
us for our own financial advantage.  

Think about the ñno big dealò example of taking office supplies from the office to use at home: 
we do it so we wonôt have to spend the money on stamps and staples ourselves, and at heart 
there is either a fear that we wonôt have enough money or an acquisitiveness that is never 
willing to say ñI have enough.ò So we steal from our employers. At heart, stealing is either a 
failure to trust God to take care of us financially, or the deification of material things, where 
things mean so much to us that we will wrong someone else to get more and more. Stealing is a 
lack of integrity, but it is even more a lack of spirituality. 

Discussion starter: 

[Q]  Without revealing names, what is the worst case of theft that someone you know 

personally has committed? 
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PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: We are accountable to God because he owns everything. 

Read Psalm 50:1ï7.  

[Q]  Summarize what God is doing in the first four verses. 

 Leaderôs Note: God is summoning everyone in heaven and on earth to appear before 
him in a court like setting. Heôs about to serve as judge.  

[Q]  What do the geographical boundaries in verses 1 and 4, coupled with the word summons, 

suggest to you about Godôs authority? 

 Leaderôs Note: Godôs about to call to account (testify against) two parties. He will call 
into question their approach and motivation toward s giving, and after he does, he will 
make a judgment. Both parties are defendants in this case, and God serves as both 
plaintiff and judge. Godôs authority encompasses the entire earth and the heavens 
aboveðnothing is outside of Godôs authority. By definition, a summons is a call by an 
authority to appear or do something. A summons is enforceable legally. You are not 
allowed to ignore a summons.  

[Q]  How does God describe the first party of defendants that he testifies against? What does 

Godôs description of this party suggest to you about their relationship with him and their 
conduct towards him? How might these descriptions apply to you as a Christ follower?  

 Leaderôs Note: God described the first party of defendants as:  

ü ñhis consecrated ones,ò which means to declare or set apart as sacred, as in 
consecrating a church  

ü ña people in covenant with him,ò which means a binding agreement 

ü ñmy peopleò 

ü ñI am your Godò 

 These descriptions suggest that the first party is in Godôs favor and in relationship with 
him.  

Teaching point two: We owe God everything. 

Read Psalm 50:8ï13. These verses talk about burnt offerings and thank offerings. A burnt 
offering was offered to restore the relationship between man and God and to atone for sin. A 
thank offering was given in gratitude for all God had done for the person. 

[Q]  How would you put these verses into words that would apply to your life? 
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 Leaderôs Note: One might have thought that because this party was ñin favorò with 
God, that they would have understood what God required  of them when it came to 
giving and therefore would have given accordingly. But God makes it clear that they did 
not understand. Yet God loves this party and so the only good thing he can say is not 
saying anything bad. He says ñI do not rebuke you for your sacrifices.ò 

[Q]  Based on Godôs testimony against this first party, how would you describe their approach 

and motivation towards giving? What do they not understand?  

 Leaderôs Note: The Israelites were offering plenty of sacrifices and burnt offerings t o 
the Lord, just like the people around them were sacrificing to their gods ðand that was 
the problem. Certainly it was no problem to bring sacrifices before the Lord; in fact, the 
Law required it. The problem is that the Israelites were thinking about thes e sacrifices 
in the same ways their neighbors did. In Ancient Near Eastern cultures, people thought 
about their sacrifices as something that they had to do for the gods so that the gods 
would do something for them ðand because the gods needed them as foodé The Lord, 
the Maker of the Universe, certainly does not need anything from anyone ðand yet the 
Israelites had fallen into the trap of thinking about their God in the same way those 
around them thought about their gods. The Lord wanted sacrifices and offerin gs from 
his people, but he wanted them for the right reasons. The sacrifices were meant to be an 
acknowledgement of him as Lord over everything in celebration of his covenant with 
them. God doesnôt need anything from his people (He is the Maker and Owner of all 
things), but he definitely wants his people to worship him in spirit and in truth. (John H. 
Walton, et al., The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament [Downers Grove: 
Intervarsity, 2000], 531.)  

[Q]  Almost like a schoolteacher writing in the margin of a homework assignment or test, God 

writes in verses 9ï13 an explanation for his testimonyðgiven in verse 8ðabout this 
partyôs approach and motivation towards giving. Based on this explanation, if you were to 
assign a letter grade (A, B, C, D, or F) to this party, which grade would you select and 
why? 

 Leaderôs Note: It is doubtful, based on Godôs testimony and explanation, that a letter 
grade above an ñFò would be given to this party. By definition, the best you can say is 
ñLacks both detailed knowledge and understanding of the subject.ò 

[Q]  As a follower of Christ, how might your motivation for giving back to God be similar? 

What letter grade would best describe your approach and motivation? 

 Leaderôs Note: Please remind your group members that thi s question is not 
necessarily about an amount given to God. Rather, the question is about oneôs approach 
and/or motivation for giving.  

Teaching point three: We should have an attitude of thankfulness to and trust 
in God. 

Read Psalm 50:14ï22.  
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[Q]  According to verse 14, what kind of offerings (giving) does God desire of us? How do the 

offerings desired by God differ from those previously given by the first party, in verse 8? 
How do the offerings desired by God influence your understanding of the material things 
in your possession? Of God? 

 Leaderôs Note: God desires offerings that are given out of thanksgiving, not out of 
obligation or for the atonement of sin ðJesus did that for us. Giving back to God is 
something we get to do, not have to do. Giving back to God is an act of celebrationða 
time for us to celebrate what God has done and is doing in our lives and in the life of the 
church. ñEach man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful  giverò (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

[Q]  God says, ñI will deliver you.ò What might this deliverance include, and how does it 

influence your understanding of the fact that everything belongs to God?  

 Leaderôs Note: Godôs deliverance might include a financial provision, a physical or 
emotional healing, relational reconciliation, etc. God tells us to call upon him for 
deliverance, which should suggest that God has at his disposal the resources and power 
to make good on his promise. 

[Q]  According to verses 14ï15, what does God require of us? 

 Leaderôs Note: God desires us to give to him out of thanksgiving, to keep our 
commitment to him, and to pray for him to deliver us.  

[Q]  How does God describe the second party of defendants that he testifies against (v.16)? 

What does Godôs description of this second party suggest to you about their relationship 
with him and their conduct towards him? 

 Leaderôs Note: God calls this party wicked (evil by nature and in practice).  

[Q]  How does God describe wickedness in verses 16ï22? 

Teaching point four: Failing to give to God is the same as robbing him. 

Read Malachi 3:8ï10.  

[Q]  According to Malachi, how might one steal from God? What does the one who steals from 

God miss out on? How does this passage influence your understanding that everything 
belongs to God and that we are forbidden to steal? 

 Leaderôs Note: Godôs people were withholding tithes and offerings from God. Their 
offense was much worse than simply giving with a wrong approach and motivation ð
they were not giving at all. To  withhold tithes and offerings is to miss out on Godôs 
blessing. 
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PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Psalm 50:23 says, ñHe who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so 
that I may show him the salvation of God.ò 

[Q]  Why do you think God repeats himself in this verse? What does this have to do with the 

eighth commandment, ñYou shall not stealò? 

Action Point: In what area of your life do you need to offer God a thank offering for his 
blessings? In what area do you need to trust God to take care of you? In what area do you need 
to make restitution for stealing? Make a list of each of these things and follow through with 
your commitment. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 8 

You Shall Not Steal 
Everything belongs to God. 

  

     

  

When God commanded us not to steal, he told us that we donôt have to take 
advantage of others financially because he can be trusted to take care of us. 
This study looks at the fact that stealing is a form of greed, and greed is 
counting on moneyðinstead of Godðto make us secure.  

  

          
      

 
Lesson #8 

 
Scripture: 

Psalm 50; Malachi 3:8ï10  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Stealing is not just about taking someone elseôs property when theyôre not looking, or robbing 
them at gunpoint. Hot-wiring somebodyôs car or shoplifting are not the only things that qualify 
as stealing. Stealing is taking advantage of anyone financially for your own gain. Stealing (if 
properly understood) includes even what we give to God: ñWill a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 
But you ask, óHow do we rob you?ô In tithes and offeringsò (Malachi 3:8). 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: We are accountable to God because he owns everything. 

 

 

Teaching point two: We owe God everything. 

 

 

Teaching point three: We should have an attitude of thankfulness to and trust 
in God. 

 

 

Teaching point four: Failing to give to God is the same as robbing him. 

 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Action Point: In what area of your life do you need to offer God a thank offering for his 
blessings? In what area do you need to trust God to take care of you? In what area do you need 
to make restitution for stealing? Make a list of each of these things and follow through with 
your commitment. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 9 

You Shall Not Give False Testimony 
Our relationships with others should be based on  

 truth, honesty, and trustworthiness.  

  

     

  

Most people would tell you that the one thing they hate more than anything 
else in their relationships is to be lied to. Few things anger and hurt 
parents, spouses, and children more than to find out someone they loved 
and trusted has lied to them. We are in good company: in the Book of 
Proverbs, God says there are seven things he hates and lying is two of them! 
This study examines how lying is an attack on the very heart of 
relationships: the ability to count on one another. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #9 
 

Scripture: 
Psalm 26:3, 31:5; Isaiah 65:16; John 8:31ï32; Ephesians 4:1ï3, 15  



 

LEADERôS GUIDE 

You Shall Not Give False Testimony 
Page 2 

 

                   

É 2005 Å C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A N D  N E W T H I N G  

Vis i t  Sma l lGroups.com and Chr is t ianB ib leStud ies.com  

PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

Think about why we lie: isnôt it almost always to protect or benefit ourselves somehow? We 
bend, stretch, or downright obliterate the truth to get ourselves out of trouble or to get 
something we want that we donôt have. So lying is one of the purest forms of selfishness: Iôm so 
concerned with how things are going to go with me that I will lead you to believe things that 
arenôt true. Like the anonymous saying goes, ñlies are an ever-present help in times of trouble.ò  

This commandment, ñYou shall not give false testimony against your neighbor,ò prohibits 
deceit and misleading others. We donôt have to tell a flat-out lie to go against this 
commandment. We can lie to others by failing to speak the truth to them in love. When we fail 
to tell someone a truth that is hard to tell, we care only about protecting ourselves from 
discomfort. Not speaking the truth is almost always about choosing me over you.  

Over and over again, God describes himself as the God of truth, the One who never lies, who 
will never lead anyone astray. In short, God can be trusted because he does not lie. What he 
says is always true. God wants us to understand this about him. Few people would ever say that 
God lies, but many people feel that God has somehow let them down or not done what he said 
he would do. Any time this is the case, it means that someone has believed a lie about God. 

Ultimately, there is always a link between truth and love (see Psalm 26:3). We cannot love if we 
do not speak the truth, and we cannot truly speak the truth unless we love. Community cannot 
be experienced apart from consistently speaking the truth. 

Discussion starters: 

[Q]  Share a time when you were tempted to tell a lie but did not. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: God defines himself by the word truth. 

Lyn Cryderman told this story in CHRISTIANITY TODAY: 

Kim Duk-Soo will never forget November 20, 1950. That was the day Communist 

troops found him hiding with his father in a root cellar.  

Kim, now the administrator of Presbyterian Hospital in Taegu, South Korea, has 

difficulty t elling his story. He is not alone. Hundreds of thousands of Christians made 
up the human wave escaping the North for the free South. And each has a similar 

story of deliverance from a regime opposed to religion.  
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ñWhen we heard the soldiers coming, I was sure we would be killed,ò says Kim, his 

eyes filling with tears. ñMy Daddy told me we could not tell a lie to save our lives.ò 

Kimôs father had pastored the same church for 42 years. He had helped his wife hide 

their children by covering them with rice bags and dirt. But after two days of hiding, 
Kim uncovered himself. Just then, Communist troops approached the house. Kim and 

his father ran to the back yard and hid in the root cellar.  

ñI told God I would serve him all my life if I got out of the root cellar alive.ò 

The soldiers found Kim and his father and took them off to a makeshift prison. They 

were to be executed the next morning. That evening, a captain approached Kim. ñAre 

you a Christian?ò he asked. For a fleeting moment, life for a lie seemed the only logical 
way to go. But the young boy remembered his fatherôs instruction. 

ñI am a Christian,ò Kim said. 

The captain drew closer, and whispered, ñI am a Christian too. I used to be a Sunday 
school teacher before the war. You must escape tonight. I will help  you.ò Kim fled that 

night, having to leave his father under heavy guard awaiting his eventual death.  

The young Kim reached an American army base, and while there discovered an organ 

and began teaching himself to play. An American he remembers only as Captain 
Shoemaker learned of his musical interests and ordered a spinet from the States. For 

the next ten years, Kim played that organ for chapel services at the base.  

It is Motherôs Day at First Presbyterian in Taegu. ñA Mighty Fortressò reverberates from 

2,000 Korean voices. As he has done for 30 years, Kim plays the organ. ñI should have 

been killed after the Communists found me, but God sent that Christian guard to help 
me escape. When I play the organ at church, I am doing it for God.ò 

[Q]  Read Psalm 26:3, 31:5, and Isaiah 65:16. After reading each of these, answer the question: 

Who is God? 

[Q]  How does the ninth commandment, ñYou shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor,ò reflect the answer you gave to the question above? 

 Leaderôs Note: Exampl es of false testimony include:  
 a) not telling the truth to someone  
 b) not telling the truth about someone  
 c) withholding the truth about someone  

Teaching point two: Truth and love are inseparable. 

John R. W. Stott said in LEADERSHIP, ñBalanced biblical Christianity is a rare phenomenon. It 
seems to be a characteristic of our fallen minds that we find it easier to grasp half-truths than to 
grasp the whole truth, and in consequence we become lopsided Christians.ò  

So it is when we try to separate truth from love. God prescribed a solution to giving false 
testimony against a neighbor. Read Ephesians 4:1ï3, 15. 
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[Q]  What might it look like for you to be ñcompletely humble and gentleò when you seek to 

reconcile with the one youôve lied to? 

[Q]  What might it look like for you to be ñpatientò when you seek to speak the truth to the one 

youôve withheld the truth from? 

[Q]  What might it look like for you to ñkeep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peaceò 

when you seek to reconcile with the one youôve lied about? 

Teaching point three: Truth leads to freedom. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon said in his autobiography, ñNothing makes a man so virtuous as 
belief of the truth. A lying doctrine will soon beget a lying practice. A man cannot have an 
erroneous belief without by-and-by having an erroneous life. I believe the one thing naturally 
begets the other.ò  

Read John 8:31ï32.  

[Q]  How does truth lead to freedom? What ultimate truth was Christ referring to in this 

verse? 

[Q]  How can you fill your life with truth so that you become truthful in all your ways? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Cartoonist Andy Robertson gives this humorous look at truth in LEADERSHIP: 

Itôs Hard to Be Honest When ...  

ü You have no plans for the weekend and your youth director asks if you 
would pleeease fill in for an absentee chaperone at the lock-in. 

ü Youôre twenty minutes late, and your wife asks, ñHow does my hair look, 
honey?ò  

ü Delbert Fleeble asks if youôve read his poems he gave you three months 
ago. 

We laugh at these situations because weôve all been there. Yet God demands that we be an 
honest people. We need to search our hearts to become just that. 

Action Point: Letôs tell the truth and write down some current examples where you have:  
a) lied to someone 
b) lied about someone 
c) withheld the truth about someone from that same someone (in other words, they need 
to hear from you that something in their life is not in alignment with Godôs commands, 
and you are the one who should tell them) 

Please donôt share names within the group, but look for an opportunity to tell the truth. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

  

PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 9 

You Shall Not Give False Testimony 
Our relationships with others should be based on  

 truth, honesty, and trustworthiness.  

  

     

  

Most people would tell you that the one thing they hate more than anything 
else in their relationships is to be lied to. Few things anger and hurt parents, 
spouses, and children more than to find out someone they loved and trusted 
has lied to them. We are in good company: in the Book of Proverbs, God says 
there are seven things he hates and lying is two of them! This study examines 
how lying is an attack on the very heart of relationships: the ability to count on 
one another. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #9 

 
Scripture: 

Psalm 26:3, 31:5; Isaiah 65:16; John 8:31 ï32; Ephesians 4:1ï3, 15  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

This commandment, ñYou shall not give false testimony against your neighbor,ò prohibits 
deceit and misleading others. We donôt have to tell a flat-out lie to go against this 
commandment. We can lie to others by failing to speak the truth to them in love. When we fail 
to tell someone a truth that is hard to tell, we care only about protecting ourselves from 
discomfort. Not speaking the truth is almost always about choosing me over you.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: God defines himself by the word truth. 

 

 

Teaching point two: Truth and love are inseparable. 

 

 

Teaching point three: Truth leads to freedom. 

 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Action Point: Letôs tell the truth and write down some current examples where you have:  
a) lied to someone 
b) lied about someone 
c) withheld the truth about someone from that same someone (in other words, they need 
to hear from you that something in their life is not in alignment with Godôs commands, 
and you are the one who should tell them) 

Please donôt share names within the group, but look for an opportunity to tell the truth. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  

LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 10 

You Shall Not Covet 
God alone is our satisfaction.  

  

     

  

When God commands us not to covet what we donôt have, he is telling us 
that what we truly need most is always him, and that nothing else can truly 
satisfy us, no matter how good someone elseôs things or life looks to us. 
This study encourages us to find our satisfaction in God. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #10 
 

Scripture: 
Exodus 20:17; 1 Kings 3:16ï28; Job 22:21ï30; James 4:1ï3, 6ï8 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

Note to leader: At the beginning of the class, provide each person with the ñParticipantôs Guideò 
included at the end of this study.  

To covet something means to long for it and want to possess it. Exodus 20:17 says, ñYou shall 
not covet your neighborôs house. You shall not covet your neighborôs wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.ò If God were 
speaking these words to us today, he might say, ñDonôt covet anybody elseôs house, anybody 
elseôs husband or wife, anybody elseôs ability to pay someone to do the yard work or clean their 
house, or anybody elseôs car.ò He knows it is hard for us not to covet othersô lifestyles and 
relationships, because we are all tempted to believe that what others have will satisfy us.  

This commandment is much like Godôs warnings against envy: we will always be tempted to 
believe that if only we could have what that person has, then life would be what we want it to 
be. We would be fulfilled and satisfied if we only had bigger and better houses, healthier 
marriages and families, more expendable income, the ability to take more vacations, better, 
cooler cars. The list of things we believe can satisfy us goes on and on. 

The truth about God, though, is that all of these things mean nothing without knowing him. 
Knowing God and loving him is what we all really need. All of our desires, even if they are 
desires for good things, can never truly satisfy us. Only God can. 

Loving God is always linked to loving each other. ñThe commandments, óDo not commit 
adultery,ô óDo not murder,ô óDo not steal,ô óDo not covet,ô and whatever other commandment 
there may be, are summed up in this one rule: óLove your neighbor as yourselfôò (Romans 13:9). 
In learning to find our satisfaction in and through God, we are better able to love others around 
us. 

Discussion starters: 

[Q]  What is something you coveted as a child or as an adult that brought you no satisfaction 

once you had it? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: One broken commandment leads to another. 

Read 1 Kings 3:16ï28.  

[Q]  This story found in 1 Kings contains at least five broken commandments of the Ten 

Commandments weôve discussed in the course. Which five of the Ten Commandments 
can you find here? 
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 Leaderôs Note:  You shall not commit adultery (v.16), because the two women were 
prostitutes. You shall not covet (v.20), because the second woman desired the child of 
the other. You shall not steal (v.20), because the second woman took the child from the 
other. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor (v.22), because the 
second woman lied to the king about which mother the child belonged to. You shall not 
murder (v.26), because the second mother desired to have the child cut in two. 

[Q]  From the story line, one could make the argument that the breaking of these five 

commandments was a chain reaction. List the five commandments in order of occurrence 
here: 

 First broken commandment:  . 

 Second broken commandment:  . 

 Third broken commandment:  . 

 Fourth broken commandment:  . 

 Fifth broken commandment:  . 

[Q]  Read Exodus 20:17. What about Godôs expanded definition of the tenth commandment, 

ñYou shall not covet,ò could be the root cause for the first of five broken commandments 
in the 1 Kings story?    

 Lead erôs Note: You shall not covet includes a neighborôs wife (or husband), which is 
the root cause to all adultery. Jesus said, ñBut I tell you that anyone who looks at a 
woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heartò (Matthew 5:28). 
Looking lustfully at another person and coveting that person for yourself are difficult, 
perhaps impossible, to separate. 

[Q]  Based on your answer to the question above, reorder the occurrence of the broken 

commandments here: 

 First broken commandment:  . 

 Second broken commandment:  . 

 Repeated broken commandment:  . 

 Third broken commandment:  . 

 Fourth broken commandment:  . 

 Fifth broken commandment:  . 

 Leaderôs Note: The first broken commandment was ñYou shall not covet,ò because 
prostitution is the res ult of men coveting women who are not their wives. The others 
follow the order above.  
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The Ten Commandments  

1. ñYou shall have no other gods before me.ò  

2. ñYou shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anythingéò 

3. ñYou shall not misuse the name of the LORD your Godéò 

4. ñRemember the Sabbath day by keeping it holyéò 

5. ñHonor your father and your motheréò 

6. ñYou shall not murder.ò  

7. ñYou shall not commit adultery.ò 

8. ñYou shall not steal.ò  

9. ñYou shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.ò  

10. ñYou shall not covetéò 

[Q]  Think about all of Godôs Ten Commandments. How might the tenth commandment, ñYou 

shall not covet,ò be a contributing or root cause to the breaking of all other nine 
commandments? 

 
 

Teaching point two: Coveting can lead to breaking many of the other 
commandments. 

Epictetus said, ñContentment comes not so much from great wealth as from few wants.ò 

Francis Schaeffer had this to say about coveting in LEADERSHIP: ñWhen does proper desire 
become coveting? I think we can put the answer down simply: desire becomes sin when it fails 
to include the love of God or men. Further, I think there are two practical tests as to when we 
are coveting against God or men: first, I am to love God enough to be contented; second, I am 
to love men enough not to envy.ò 

Read James 4:1ï3, 6ï8.  

[Q]  How might the words of James confirm your answer to the last question? 

[Q]  What prescription does James offer us in order to break the chain reaction of breaking 

commandments? 

 Leaderôs Note: James instructs us to ñsubmit ourselves to God.ò 

[Q]  What might it look like for you to submit yourself to God? 
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Teaching point three: Submission to God is the only way we can break the 
cycle that coveting starts. 

Read Job 22:21ï30. Eliphaz was rebuked by God for giving this counsel to Jobðnot because 
the counsel was unwise or even unbiblical, but rather, because Eliphaz falsely assumed that 1) 
Job was a wicked man, and 2) that Jobôs primary concern was the restoration of his prosperity. 
However, Job had already made clear in 19:25ï27 that he deeply yearned to see God and be his 
friend.  

[Q]  List the ways you find Job submitting to God. What might these look like for you today? 

 a)   

 b)   

 c)   

 d)   

 e)   

 f)   

 Leaderôs Note: Jobé 

 a) Accepts instruction from Godôs mouth (we can read our Bible). 

 b) Lays up his words in his heart (put it into practice).  

 c) Returns to the Almighty (repent, turn 180 degrees and start walking back towards 
God; make a private and public commitment to follow Jesus).  

 d) Removes wickedness from his tent (get rid of any sinful material or practices from 
your home and lifestyle).  

 e) Assigns his nuggets to the dust (take your focus off your moneyðitôs Godôs money 
anyway).  

 f) Prays to God (ask God for his help in each of these areas of your life). 

[Q]  In the act of submission to God, Job begins to experience many blessings. What are those 

blessings and how would they make you feel? 

 Leaderôs Note: Job received prosperity, restoration, Godôs economy and resources, 
delight in God, a lifted chin, answered prayer, and light on all his ways.  

[Q]  What connection does Job make between his own submission to God and helping other 

people find their way back to God?  

 Leaderôs Note:  Submission to God leads to him answering our prayers, which can 
result in changed lives for those we are praying for.  
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[Q]  How does this passage from the Book of Job keep us from coveting? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Jim Stochl observed this remark by Charlie Sheen in Parade:   

Actor Charlie Sheen, who starred in films like Platoon, Major League, and Wall Street, 
told Parade magazine that in spite of his success he felt like it was a sham and that if 
anyone found out he was done for.  

According to Sheen, his father, Martin Sheen, chose a spiritual path to handle life. 
Charlie chose alcohol and drugs, and it nearly killed him. He almost died from a 

cocaine overdose in 1998. Sheen says, ñIt was a slow suicide. I just didnôt know it at 
the time.ò 

Arrested in 1997 for assault on his girlfriend, Sheen went to court in 1998, sober since, 
and has reconciled with his father and his brother, Emilio.  

ñItôs exciting to have é health, work, and sobriety,ò he explained happily, ñand faith. I 
think I always did have fait h, but I never knew its true power until it was revealed in 

my darkest times. 

ñI had a hole in me that got bigger and bigger the more I tried to fill it with people and 

expensive things and drugs. Then it was all stripped away, and I learned you canôt fill 
the hole inside that way. It has to be filled with something else ðwith faith and love 

and humility.ò 

Augustine said it best: ñOur hearts are restless until they find their rest in 

Thee.ò 

[Q]  What steps will you take this week to submit to God and experience his satisfaction for 

your life? 

[Q]  As you begin to submit yourself to God, who will you ask God to ñlift up and saveò? 
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You Shall Not Covet 
God alone is our satisfaction.  

  

     

  

When God commands us not to covet what we donôt have, he is telling us that 
what we truly need most is always him, and that nothing else can truly satisfy 
us, no matter how good someone elseôs things or life looks to us. This study 
encourages us to find our satisfaction in God. 

  

          
      

 
Lesson #10 

 
Scripture: 

Exodus 20:17; 1 Kings 3:16ï28; Job 22:21ï30; James 4:1ï3, 6ï8 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 

To covet something means to long for it and want to possess it. Exodus 20:17 says, ñYou shall 
not covet your neighborôs house. You shall not covet your neighborôs wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.ò If God were 
speaking these words to us today, he might say, ñDonôt covet anybody elseôs house, anybody 
elseôs husband or wife, anybody elseôs ability to pay someone to do the yard work or clean their 
house, or anybody elseôs car.ò He knows it is hard for us not to covet othersô lifestyles and 
relationships, because we are all tempted to believe that what others have will satisfy us.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 

Teaching point one: One broken commandment leads to another. 

 

Teaching point two: Coveting can lead to breaking many of the other 
commandments. 

 

Teaching point three: Submission to God is the only way we can break the 
cycle that coveting starts. 

List the ways you find Job submitting to God. What might these look like for you today? 

a)  . 

b)  . 

c)  . 

d)  . 

e)  . 

f)  . 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 

Augustine said it best: ñOur hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee.ò 



 

 

 

 
 


