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Leaderôs Guide 

How to use the ñWho Is God?ò quarterly series by ChristianBibleS tudies.com. 

Welcome to the CHRISTIANBIBLESTUDIES.COM quarterly series. Youôve purchased an innovative 
resource that will help you think realistically and practically about who God is. It will help you 
understand what the Scriptures have to say about him, a nd how to make him a part of your 
daily experience. 

In this quarterly pack, we look at the scriptural truth about God. These handouts can be used 
for personal study, but can also be used in a Sunday school class or small group. 

1. Select a study:  In this quarterly pack of Bible studies, youôll find the following titles:  

 ü Understanding God Through the Trinity   
 ü Understanding God Through t he Cross  
 ü Understanding God Through the Resurrection  
 ü Understanding God Through His Blessings  
 ü Understanding God Through Freedom and Grace  
 ü Understanding God Through His Love and Power  
 ü Understanding God Through His Anger   
 ü Understanding God Through His Mercy   
 ü Understanding God Through Our Pain   
 ü Understanding God Through His Protection   
 ü Understanding God Through His Choices  
 ü Understanding God Through Our Experiences  

2. Photocopy the handout. Make up to 1,000 photocopies at no additional cost, as long as 
you are using the material in a church or educational setting and are not charging for it.  

3. Prepare for the discussion.  As the leader, review the material supplied. We recommend 
you read the Leaderôs Guide and study carefully before leading a discussion on it. 

Interested in other Bible studies not included in this quarterly packet? Visit our website at 
www.Christ ianBibleStudies.com, 

To contact the editors, please e-mail CBS@christianitytoday.com. 

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
mailto:CBS@christianitytoday.com
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 1 

Understanding God Through the Trinity  
We better understand God when we better understand the Trinity.  

  

     

  

At the very heart of Christian belief is a concept called the Trinity. Itôs so 
central that one of the greatest theologians of the 20th century, Karl Barth, 
said, ñTrinity is the Christian name for God.ò God is a Trinity of three in one, 
co-equal and yet distinct, called the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

This study will ask: What does it mean that God is a trinity? Why do we believe 
it? Where do we find it in the Bible? Is this philosophical nonsense or vital to 
our understanding of God? What difference can the doctrine of a triune God 
make in our lives? 

  

          
      

 
 

Lesson #1  
 

Scripture:  
John 10:22ï38; 13:31ï32; 15:26; 17:1 ï5; Romans 5:5; 8:26ï27; 11:33ï36; Ephesians 1:17; Hebrews 7:24ï25; 1 John 2:5ï6; 4:16  

 
Based on:  

The sermon ñóTrinityô: The Christian Name for God,ò by Matt Woodley, PREACHINGTODAY.COM 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

The Trinity is not simple. But, if you think about it, most of reality isnôt 
simple. For instance, every one of the trillions of cells in your body is 
incredibly complex. Even the proteins in your cells are complex. Family 
relationships are complicated. Football is complex. Most of us canôt figure 
out our $20 digital alarm clock. And yet, for some reason, when it comes 
to God, we want simple answers; we donôt want to think. But do we really 
want a God who is less mysterious than an alarm clock? 

The 19th-century philosopher Kant once said that the idea of the Trinity 
ñhas no practical relevance at all é whether we are to worship three or ten persons in the 
Divinity makes no differenceò in how we live our life. Is that true? Absolutely not. 
Understanding and experiencingðand please notice that word experiencingðthe Trinity has 
enormous implications for our everyday life.   

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  How would you explain the Trinity?  

[Q]  What difference do you think it makes that God is triune?  

[Q]  Why must we accept the truth of a triune God to understand God?  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: God is one.  

The Trinity isnôt just a concept. The triune God is present among us and ready to meet us. Itôs 
easy for us to approach God as if weôre approaching a frog for dissectionðsomething we can 
place on a table, cut apart, and explain with detached objectivity. God isnôt like that. God is 
alive and utterly wild ðthe most alive and wild being in the cosmos.  

What do Christians mean when they talk about a triune God? First of all, we believe that God is 
oneðwe are not bi-theists or tri -theists. Thus we can and should pray with our Jewish friends 
the great prayer called the Shema: ñHear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strengthò 
(Deuteronomy 6:4ï5). And although every follower of Jesus breathed the air of radical 
monotheism, they also met Jesus. And when Jesus said things like ñI and the Father are oneò 
(John 10:30), and when they saw Jesus do things that only God could doðforgive sins, control 
the forces of natureðthey knew that they had met God in the flesh. And then, as Jesus had 
promised over and over again, they also experienced the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. 
Christians did not start talking about the Trinity because they liked the number three; they did 
so to make sense out of the way God had come to them as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
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Read John 10:22ï38. 

[Q]  Why were the Jews so reluctant to believe that Jesus was the Christ (Messiah)? 

[Q]  What proof did Jesus offer that he was the Christ (v. 25)? 

[Q]  What did Jesus mean when he said ñI and the Father are oneò (v. 30)? What did the Jews 

believe he meant (v. 33)? 

[Q]  What is the proof of Jesusô deity (v. 37ï38)?  

Teaching point two: God is three ðdiverse, yet unified.  

God is not a solitary monarch but a community of three. The three are one, yet the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are eternally different from one another. Triune language is our fr ail but 
necessary way of talking to and about God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are the names that God 
has given us to describe the relationships between the three in one.  

God is unityðthree in one, three torches burning in one holy flame of love. The idea of the 
Trinity is like a complex and elegant math equation that holds all of these truths in perfect 
tension. All kinds of smart people have developed analogies to try to explain how God can be 
three in one: 

ü God is like the spring that flows into the str eam that flows into the lake (according to 
the church father Anselm).  

ü God is like a plant, with the Father as the deep root, the Son as the shoot that breaks 
into the earth, and the Spirit who flowers forth to spread beauty and fragrance 
(according to the church father Tertullian).  

ü That God is a Trinity of love means that God is the lover, the beloved, and love itself 
all at the same time (according to St. Augustine). 

ü The Trinity is like three torches in which the light of the first passes to the second 
and then is relayed to the third, until they are all burning in one blaze of holy fire.  

Yet all these pictures break down. Thatôs why Christian thinkers have always said that if we 
tried to grasp the Trinity, we would be ñfrenzy-stricken for prying into the m ystery of Godò 
(Gregory the Theologian). This is beyond rational thinking, but that doesnôt mean itôs irrational. 
We canôt fully understand the concept of the Trinity, but that doesnôt make it nonsensical. 

The Trinity does not mean that God is like a pizza cut into three big slices. Nor is God like the 
three parts of an egg. It does not mean that God has three modes or three disguisesðso God 
puts on a Father hat and creates the world, and God puts on a Jesus hat and goes out to save 
the world, and then God puts on a Holy Spirit hat é. No, they truly are three in one. When you 
meet the Father, you meet Jesus and the Spirit. 

They all come together. When God created the world, the Son and the Spirit were also 
intimately involved in creation. When Jesus redeemed the world and saved us from sin, he was 
resurrected by the Father, and we are born anew through the Holy Spirit. And when the Spirit 
helps us grow spiritually, it is the very work of the Spirit of Jesus by the Father who sustains us. 
When we come to faith in Christ, we experience the triune God coming to us: a loving Father 
who embraces us, a Savior Son who died for us, and the Holy Spirit working in us to help us 
grow and mature in our faith.  
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They exist and work together in perfect unity and oneness. There is a perfect sense of giving 
honor to one another. Jesus gives glory to the Father and the Father gives glory to Jesus. The 
Spirit gives glory to Jesus. There is not a trace of jealousy, insecurity, hostility, or selfishness.  

[Q]  Read John 13:31ï32. How did Jesus give glory to the Father? How did the Father give 

glory to Jesus? 

[Q]  Read John 17:1ï5. Jesus prayed for himself as he was soon to face death. How does this 

passage show the distinctions, and the unity, between the Father and the Son? 

[Q]  Read John 15:26.What does this tell us about all three persons of the Trinity? 

Teaching point three: The doctrine of the Trinity is necessary for us to move 
ahead as Christians.   

Letôs fast forward to 11:00 P.M. tonight. Itôs dark and quiet; the day is ending. Youôre just 
finishing your book, reading a blog, listening to your children snore, or eating your last bowl of 
Wheat Chex. For the past 16 hours as youôve lived your life, what difference has the doctrine of 
the Trinity made? There are at least five profound and practical ways that belief in the triune 
God can change your life:  

1. It will change the way you love othersðyour spouse, friends, neighbors, and fellow pilgrims 
in Christ.  

[Q]  Read 1 John 2:5ï6. According to this verse, what is the test of knowing the triune God? 

2. It will change the way you view God.  The Trinity increases our sense of the depth and 
mystery of Godôs nature, which is full of beauty and wonder. God is not boring, and he is not 
bored. God is bursting with life, love, and activity. God is the most holy, loving, living, creative, 
and fascinating being in the universe. God is a party or dance of love that has been going on for 
all eternity.  

[Q]  List the ways Paul viewed God in Romans 11:33ï36.   

3. It will change the way you worship.  We think of worship in terms of a worship service, but 
worship is the gift of participating in Jesus the Sonôs offering to the Father in the power of the 
Spirit. Or to use less precise language, God is a party of praise and honor and glory. God is a 
worship service. Jesus offers his life to the Father. The Father gives glory to the Son. The Spirit 
leads the Son and gives glory to the Son. So whenever we gather together in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we are invited into that eternal service of praise and 
worship.  

[Q]  Read Ephesians 1:17. How does this verse describe how all three persons of the Trinity 

lead us into knowing and worshiping the true God? 

4. It will change the way you pray.  The Trinity is already praying for you.  

[Q]  Read Hebrews 7:24ï25 and Romans 8:26ï27, and list the ways you are being prayed for 

according to these verses.  
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5. It will change the way you receive love.  Because God is triune, followers of Jesus believe and 
live their lives in the love of God. 

[Q]  Read 1 John 4:16 and Romans 5:5. What does it mean to you that God is love and has 

enabled you to love?  

 Leaderôs Note: The Trinity tells us that God was and is love from all eternity, because 
God is a community of love. And then that love spills over into our heart s. At the end of 
this day you may consider yourself broken and insignificant. You may be at the end of 
your rope. You may feel small, dirty, and ashamed. You may feel lost and empty. But 
you are loved by a three-fold cord of love. Jesus the Son left the glory of heaven to come 
to Earth ðliving, dying, and rising again for our sake. The Father has said, ñI will offer 
my only son to save my fallen and wayward people.ò The Spirit has been poured out on 
the Earth and into your heart. And you are invited into the  presence of God. 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

God is a party of love, and youôre invited into the party. Jesus the Son has opened the door, the 
Father stands ready to embrace you, and the Spirit is there to guide you. Do you know yourself 
as loved? 

Action P oint: Consider how the Trinity can affect your prayers. As a group, lift your arms 
toward heaven (and make the sign of the cross if you want to) and say, ñTriune God, I invoke 
your presence over my house, over my marriage, over my life, over the lives of my children, 
over this neighborhood, and over this world.ò Ask the living God, the triune God, to come in all 
his power and majesty and grace and love into your home. 

ðStudy by Matt Woodley, with JoHannah Reardon  

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -A Better Look at Godôs Face 

-The Mission of the Trinity  

&  The Forgotten Trinity , James R. White (Bethany House Publishers, 1998; ISBN: 
1556617259) 

&  God the Holy Trinity: Reflections on Christian Faith and Practice , Timothy George 
(Baker, 2006; ISBN: 0801027659)  

&  Godôs Life in Trinity, numerous contributors  (Augsburg / Fortress, 2006; ISBN: 
0800638239)  

&  The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology, and Worship , Robert Letham (P & 
R Publishing, 2004; ISBN: 0875520006)  

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/betlookatgod.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/mioftr.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product/702465810?item_no=17259&netp_id=135860&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=027659&netp_id=437374&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=38237&netp_id=423699&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=520006&netp_id=338638&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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&  Like Father, Like Son: The Trinity Imaged in Our Humanity , Tom Smail (Eerdmans, 
2006; ISBN: 0802830668)  

&  The Message of the Trinity: Life in God , Brian Edgar (InterVarsity Press, 2005; ISBN: 
083082409X)  

&  Participating in God: Creation and Trinity , Samuel M. Powell (Augsburg / Fortress, 
2003; ISBN: 0800636023)  

&  The Trinity: Biblical Truth Simply Explained Series , Jack Hayford (Baker, 2003; 
ISBN: 0800793501)  

 

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=830668&netp_id=428738&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=82409X&netp_id=354853&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=36024&netp_id=295064&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=93502&netp_id=310264&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 1 

Understanding God Through the Trinity  
We better understand God when we better understand the Trinity.  

  

     

  

At the very heart of Christian belief is a concept called the Trinity. Itôs so 
central that one of the greatest theologians of the 20th century, Karl Barth, 
said, ñTrinity is the Christian name for God.ò God is a Trinity of three in one, 
co-equal and yet distinct, called the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

This study will ask: What does it mean that God is a trinity? Why do we believe 
it? Where do we find it in the Bible? Is this philosophical nonsens e or vital to 
our understanding of God? What difference can the doctrine of a triune God 
make in our lives? 

  

          
      

 
 

Lesson #1  
 

Scripture:  
John 10:22ï38; 13:31ï32; 15:26; 17:1 ï5; Romans 5:5; 8:26ï27; 11:33ï36; Ephesians 1:17; Hebrews 7:24ï25; 1 John 2:5ï6; 4:16  

 
Based on:  

The sermon ñóTrinityô: The Christian Name for God,ò by Matt Woodley, PREACHINGTODAY.COM 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

The 19th-century philosopher Kant once said that the idea of the Trinity 
ñhas no practical relevance at all é whether we are to worship three or ten 
persons in the Divinity makes no differenceò in how we live our life. Is that 
true? Absolutely not. Understanding and experiencing the Trinity has 
enormous implications for our everyday life.   

 

 

 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: God is one.  
 
 
 
Teaching point two: God is three ðdiverse, yet unified.  
 
 
 
Teaching point three: The doctrine of the Trinity is necessary for us to move 
ahead as Christians.   
 
 
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

God is a party of love, and youôre invited to the party. Jesus the Son has opened the door, the 
Father stands ready to embrace you, and the Spirit is there to guide you. Do you know yourself 
as loved? 

ðStudy by Matt Woodley, with JoHannah Reardon  
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Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -A Better Look at Godôs Face 

-The Mission of the Trinity  

&  The Forgotten Trinity , James R. White (Bethany House Publishers, 1998; ISBN: 
1556617259) 

&  God the Holy Trinity: Reflections on Christian Faith and Practice , Timothy George 
(Baker, 2006; ISBN: 080102 7659) 

&  Godôs Life in Trinity, numerous contributors  (Augsburg / Fortress, 2006; ISBN: 
0800638239)  

&  The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology, and Worship , Robert Letham (P & 
R Publishing, 2004; ISBN: 0875520006)  

&  Like Father, Like Son: The Trinity Imaged in Our Humanity , Tom Smail (Eerdmans, 
2006; ISBN: 0802830668)  

&  The Message of the Trinity: Life in God , Brian Edgar (InterVarsity Press, 2005; ISBN: 
083082409X)  

&  Participating in God: Creation and Trinity , Samuel M. Powell (Augsburg / Fortress, 
2003; ISBN: 0800636023)  

&  The Trinity: Biblical Truth Simply Explained Series , Jack Hayford (Baker, 2003; 
ISBN: 0800793501)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/betlookatgod.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/mioftr.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product/702465810?item_no=17259&netp_id=135860&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=027659&netp_id=437374&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=38237&netp_id=423699&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=520006&netp_id=338638&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=830668&netp_id=428738&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=82409X&netp_id=354853&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=36024&netp_id=295064&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=93502&netp_id=310264&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 2 

Understanding God Through t he Cross  
The Cross is essential to understanding God. 

  

     

  

Contrary to the popular adage, when it comes to the gospel of Christ, it is 
just as blessed to receive as to give. We are saved by accepting Godôs free 
gift of salvation through Jesusô death on the cross. Itôs also the only way we 
can truly understand who God is. But often we forget about the Cross in our 
efforts to communicate the love of God and Christian values.  

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #2  
 

Scripture:  
Genesis 3:13ï15; Psalm 107:10ï12, 17ï18; Isaiah 53:2ï12; 59:1ï2; Matthew 18:11ï14; 24:3ï12; John 1:1ï5, 14; Romans 3:10ï12, 20ï28; 2 

Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:13ï16; Philippians 2:5ï8; 1 Peter 1:18ï19; 1 John 4:7ï11  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included at 
the end of this study).  

Greg Huffer shares this story:  

On a recent road trip, I stopped at a McDonaldôs drive-thru for lunch. After 
placing my order, I came to the drive -up window to pay. I not iced an 

attractive, hand-carved cross hanging from the womanôs neck, so I 
commented, ñI like your cross.ò 

Her reply was a lesson to me in how simple it is to share oneôs testimony. 
She said: ñThank you. And I like the person who died on it for my sins. And I love the 

person who rose from the grave after having died on the cross.ò 

It is easy to focus on other parts of Christôs ministry rather than on the most essential partð
that he came to die for us. 

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  Why is the Cross the focal point of Christianity?  

ü In what ways do all events in the Gospels point toward Christôs death on the cross? 

ü In what ways does the history of Israel, as presented in the Bible, point toward the 
Cross? 

[Q]  What misconceptions do people have about what Christianity really is, and about the 

state of the human race? Why have these misconceptions occurred? 

ü Why do we tend to focus more on Christôs teachings about love and brotherhood and 
ignore the pain and death he suffered on the cross?  

ü How does the Cross actually show us Godôs love and care for us far more powerfully 
than if sin never cost him anything?  

[Q]  How did the different persons of the Godhead work together in the Atonement?  

[Q]  God offers us salvation, not only because of his love for us, but because of the laws we 

have broken. Why are both aspects of the Atonement important? 

ü What happens to our view of God when we emphasize his love over his justice, or 
vice versa?  

ü What does the Cross tell us about the balance between the two? 

[Q]  Was the Cross necessary? Was there no other way of salvation? Explain.  

ü Do you think people have an innate sense of justice, that wrongs must be made right? 
Why or why not? 
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ü Why did God bother to offer his Son as a once-for-all sacrifice for our sins? Why not 
keep things as they were in the Old Testament, with the people offering sacrifices 
when they did wrong? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: All of Scripture points to the Cross, showing us that God 
had it in mind from the beginning.  

The division between the Old Testament and the New Testament is not as great as it seems at 
first. All of the Scriptures point to and build up to the Cross and tell us a great deal about who 
God is. As Helen D. Sylvester put it: 

My place was there upon the cross, 

And mine the sinnerôs endless loss; 
He took my place, the Crucified; 

For me He died, the Savior died! 

Read the following Scriptures in the order they are presented. Then describe the progression in 
the Bible from Creation to the Cross. 

ü Genesis 3:13ï15 

ü Psalm 107:10ï12, 17ï18 

ü Matthew 24:3ï12 

ü Isaiah 59:1ï2 

ü 1 John 4:7ï10 

ü John 1:1ï5, 14 

ü Philippians 2:5ï8 

[Q]  How do these verses point to the need for Christôs death on the cross? 

Teaching point two: Christôs atoning death shows Godôs great love and care 
for us.  

[Q]  Read Romans 3:24ï26, Ephesians 2:13ï16, and 1 Peter 1:18ï19. In what sense was 

Christôs death a ransom payment? 

ü By who or what were we ñheld hostageò? 

ü From what were we released? 

ü What would have been our fate if Christ had not suffered on the cross? 

[Q]  Read 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 2:5ï8, and 1 John 4:7ï11.  

ü What does it mean to you personally that the sinless Christ became sin on your 
behalf? 
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ü How might we respond to God because of how he showed his love for us? 

Teaching point three: The Cross reveals not only G odôs love, but also his 
justice.  

[Q]  Read Isaiah 53:2ï12, Galatians 2:20, and 1 John 4:10. In what sense was Jesus a 

substitute? 

ü Who should have suffered punishment for our sins? 

ü Why was Jesus the only one who could satisfy Godôs desire for justice? 

[Q]  Read Romans 3:10ï12, 20ï28, and Matthew 18:11ï14. 

ü What was the purpose of the law for Old Testament people? 

ü What is the purpose of the law for us? 

ü What can the sacrifice of Christ do that the law could never do? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, | Bring its scenes before me; 
Help me walk from day to day, | With its shadows oôer me.  
In the cross, in the cross, | Be my glory ever;  
Till my raptured soul shall find | Rest beyond the river.  

ðFanny J. Crosby 

[Q]  What does the Cross tell us about who God is? 

Action Point: Read each of the following verses and reflect silently on how the event applies 
to the Atonement and to your personal salvation.  

Leaderôs Note: After giving everyone a few minutes to meditate on each passage, close with 
the prayer that goes along with each one.  

1. Matthew 27:11ï26. Jesus, the innocent man, is condemned while a guilty man is set 
free. ñThank You, Jesus, for accepting punishment on our behalf, even though you did 
nothing wrong.ôô 

2. Mark 15:16ï22. Jesus submits to physical and emotional torture. ñForgive us, Lord, for 
complaining about our minor discomforts. Help us to appreciate what you went 
through for us.ò 

3. Luke 23:32ï38. Jesus forgives a mob of people who behave as though they were 
watching a circus instead of a crucifixion. ñLord, thank you for forgiving our 
foolishness and utter disregard for you.ò 

4. Luke 23:39ï43. A criminal understands. ñJesus, we often think weôre pretty righteous. 
Help us to realize our sinfulness in contrast to your perfection.ôô 
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5. Matthew 27:45ï66. Jesus submits to the ultimate punishmentðseparation from his 
Father. ñIf not for You, Jesus, we would be the ones separated from God. Thank you for 
taking on our deserved punishment.ò 

6. Luke 24:1ï12. Jesus defeats the Enemy. ñI want to live with you forever, Lord. Thank 
you for making it possible through the Cross. Amen.ò 

 

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -Matthew: The Passion Week (6-session course) 
 -Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation (4-session course) 
 -The Passion of the Christ (movie discussion guide) 
 -No Wonder They Crucified Him  (6-session course) 

&  Spurgeonôs Sermons on the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, Charles H. Spurgeon 
(Hendrickson Publishers; ISBN -13: 9781565638051) 

&  Beneath the Cross: The Stories of Those Who Stood at the Cross of Jesus, edited by 
Patricia A. Pingry, Julie K. Hogan (Jbs Sales & Marketing, 2004; ISBN-13: 
9780824958572) 

&  Blood of the Cross, Andrew Murray (Whitaker House Publishers, 1981; ISBN-13: 
9780883681039)  

&  The Cross of Christ: 20th Anniversary Edition , John Stott (InterVarsity  Press, 2006; 
ISBN-13: 9780830833207)  

&  The Radical Cross, A. W. Tozer (Wingspread Publishers; ISBN-13: 9781600661570)   

&  Thank God Itôs Friday: Encountering the Seven Last Words from the Cross, William 
H. Willimon (Abingdon Press, 2006; ISBN -13: 9780687464906) 

http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/mapawe.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/eawesasa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/paofchne.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/nowothcrhim.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=636104&netp_id=322858&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=58578&netp_id=334058&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=83240&netp_id=101643&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=83320X&netp_id=442452&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=61574&netp_id=446902&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=64906&netp_id=446421&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 2 

Understanding God Through the Cross  
The Cross is essential to understanding God. 

  

     

  

Contrary to the popular adage, when it comes to the gospel of Christ, it is 
just as blessed to receive as to give. We are saved by accepting Godôs free 
gift of salvation through Jesusô death on the cross. Itôs also the only way we 
can truly understand who God is. But often we forget about the Cross in our 
efforts to communicate the love of God and Christian values.  

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #2  
 

Scripture:  
Genesis 3:13ï15; Psalm 107:10ï12, 17ï18; Isaiah 53:2ï12; 59:1ï2; Matthew 18:11ï14; 24:3ï12; John 1:1ï5, 14; Romans 3:10ï12, 20ï28; 2 

Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:13ï16; Philippians 2:5ï8; 1 Peter 1:18ï19; 1 John 4:7ï11  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Greg Huffer shares this story:  

On a recent road trip, I stopped at a McDonaldôs drive-thru for lunch. After placing my 

order, I came to the drive -up window to pay. I noticed an attractive, hand -carved cross 
hanging from the womanôs neck, so I commented, ñI like your cross.ò 

Her reply was a lesson to me in how simple it is to share oneôs testimony. She said: 
ñThank you. And I like the person who died on it for my sins. And I love the person 

who rose from the grave after having died on the cross.ò 

It is easy to focus on other parts of Christôs ministry rather than on the most essential partð
that he came to die for us. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: All of Scripture points to the Cross, showing us that God 
had it in mind from the beginning.  
 
 
 

Teaching point two: Christôs atoning death shows Godôs great love and care 
for us.  
 
 
 

Teaching point three: The Cross reveals not only Godôs love, but also his 
justice.  
 
 
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Action Point: Read each of the following verses and reflect silently on how the event applies 
to the Atonement and to your personal salvation.  
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1. Matthew 27:11ï26. Jesus, the innocent man, is condemned while a guilty man is set 
free. ñThank You, Jesus, for accepting punishment on our behalf, even though you did 
nothing wrong.ôô 

2. Mark 15:16ï22. Jesus submits to physical and emotional torture. ñForgive us, Lord, 
for complaining about our minor discomforts. Help us to appreciate what you went 
through for us.ò 

3. Luke 23:32ï38. Jesus forgives a mob of people who behave as though they were 
watching a circus instead of a crucifixion. ñLord, thank you for forgiving our 
foolishness and utter disregard for you.ò 

4. Luke 23:39ï43. A criminal understands. ñJesus, we often think weôre pretty righteous. 
Help us to realize our sinfulness in contrast to your perfection.ôô 

5. Matthew 27:45ï66. Jesus submits to the ultimate punishment ðseparation from his 
Father. ñIf not for You, Jesus, we would be the ones separated from God. Thank you 
for taking on our deserved punishment.ò 

6. Luke 24:1ï12. Jesus defeats the Enemy. ñI want to live with you forever, Lord. Thank 
you for making it possible through the Cross. Amen.ò 

 

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -Matthew: The Passion Week (6-session course) 
 -Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation (4-session course) 
 -The Passion of the Christ (movie discussion guide) 
 -No Wonder They Crucified Him  (6-session course) 

&  Spurgeonôs Sermons on the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, Charles H. Spurgeon 
(Hendrickson Publishers; ISBN -13: 9781565638051) 

&  Beneath the Cross: The Stories of Those Who Stood at the Cross of Jesus, edited by 
Patricia A. Pingry, Julie K. Hogan (Jbs Sales & Marketing, 2004; ISBN-13: 
9780824958572) 

&  Blood of the Cross, Andrew Murray (Whitaker House Publishers, 1981; ISBN-13: 
9780883681039)  

&  The Cross of Christ: 20th Anniversary Edition , John Stott (InterVarsity Press, 2006; 
ISBN-13: 9780830833207)  

&  The Radical Cross, A. W. Tozer (Wingspread Publishers; ISBN-13: 9781600661570)   

&  Thank God Itôs Friday: Encountering the Seven Last Words from the Cross, William 
H. Willimon (Abingdon Press, 2006; ISBN -13: 9780687464906) 

 

http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/mapawe.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/eawesasa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/paofchne.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/nowothcrhim.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=636104&netp_id=322858&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=58578&netp_id=334058&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=83240&netp_id=101643&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=83320X&netp_id=442452&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=61574&netp_id=446902&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=64906&netp_id=446421&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 3 

Understanding God Through the 
Resurrection  

Jesus encounters individuals in unique ways that allow them to recognize 
him as the risen Lord. 

  

     

  

ñHe has risen! He is not here.ò The risen Christ appeared to his followers in 
different ways, which demonstrated his care for their uniqueness. He 
continues to meet people in distinctive ways today.  

In what unique ways did Jesus meet his followers after his resurrection? 
How did his appearances demonstrate his consideration of their life 
experiences, emotional fragility, and individual personalities? How does 
Jesus meet people today? How do we respond with grace to other believers 
who experience Christ in ways that are unfamiliar to us? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #3  

 
Scripture:  

Luke 24:36ï49; John 10:2ï6; 20; 21  
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

God formed each of us uniquely and meets each of us in ways that our 
individual souls will best respond to him. He knows our every thought and 
emotion and meets us where we are. Christ can be experienced in as many 
ways as there are people. Each encounter with God is personal and 
individually tailored for our good and his glory.  

We will not experience God in exactly the same way as others. When we 
recognize this truth, we better appreciate the diversity of ways in which 
Christ meets us individually and in the church. When we recognize Godôs 
creative nature and diverse methods, we are able to offer grace to each other to worship and 
experience God in different ways. This allows us to focus on the fundamental unity of salvation 
in Chri st while embracing the truth that God makes himself known in a variety of unique and 
fascinating methods. 

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  In what ways does God meet you personally?  

ü How does God meet you in corporate worship? 

[Q]  How do different denominations of  Christianity express unique forms of worship?  

ü Are you uncomfortable with unfamiliar styles of worship? Why or why not?  

[Q]  Why are we sometimes tempted to believe that the only legitimate encounters with Christ 

are the ones we have personally experienced?  

ü How does this demonstrate our limited understanding of Godôs greatness and 
creativity?  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Jesus confronts our false assumptions, calls us by name, 
and comforts us in our grief.  

Read John 10:2ï6 and 20:1ï18. Bewildered and terrified, Mary went quickly to tell Peter and 
John that someone had taken Christôs body out of the tomb, and she didnôt know where they 
had put him. The apostles ran to the tomb, saw the evidence to support Maryôs claims, and 
returned home. In their preoccupation, they left Mary weeping at the tomb. Feeling alone, 
bereft, and confused, Mary could not shake her misconceptions and the preconceived idea that 
someone had stolen Christôs body. 

But Mary was one of Christôs precious lambs. She was the first of his followers to whom he 
appeared following his resurrection. At first she did not recognize him, but when he spoke her 
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name, she knew him. By calling her name, Jesus led her to the truth of his resurrection. Mary 
cried out in insta ntaneous joy and overwhelming relief. She fell at the feet of her Savior and 
worshiped. 

Jesus desires to break down our misconceptions and false ideas so that we can know the truth, 
just as he demonstrated the truth of his resurrection to Mary. When pain b linds us to his 
presence, he calls us by name and tells us that we are his own. He longs to come to us when we 
are weeping with sorrow and grief. His presence brings us comfort. By his Word, he 
strengthens us to do his will, just as he strengthened Mary to fulfill his purpose in her life.  

[Q]  Why do you think Jesus appeared to Mary before he appeared to any of his other 

followers?  

ü Why do you think Jesus met Mary alone instead of when Peter and John also were at 
the tomb?  

[Q]  Mary believed Christôs body was taken away. Her misconception kept her from 

recognizing Jesus. How can preconceived ideas about God keep us from recognizing him 
in our lives?  

[Q]  Mary did not recognize Jesus, even when he spoke to her. Why do you think she knew 

him when he called her by name?  

ü How does God call us by name today?  

[Q]  What evidence in this passage suggests that Maryôs grief paralyzed her?  

ü How did Jesus help her?  

ü Share a time that God met you when you were paralyzed with grief. 

[Q]  How did Maryôs physical demeanor, emotional response, and spiritual well -being change 

when she recognized her risen Lord?  

ü How did Jesus change her thinking and help her to understand the truth about his 
resurrection?  

Teaching point two: Jesus calms our fears and breathes his peace upon us.  

Read John 20:19ï23 and Luke 24:36ï49. Confused about the disappearance of Christôs body, 
the disciples huddled together behind bolted doors in fear of the Jews and the Romans. ñPeace 
be with you,ò Jesus announced as he suddenly appeared to the startled and frightened group. 
Jesus assured them that he was not a ghost. He let them touch his hands and feet to prove that 
he was flesh and bone. He further demonstrated that he was a resurrected body, not just a 
spirit, by eating in their presence. Once the disciples were at peace, Jesus opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures. He then breathed on them, promising the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
who would clothe them with power from on high.  

Sometimes we are locked behind doors of fear that keep us from boldly accomplishing all that 
God has for us. In our anxiety, Jesus meets us and breathes his peace upon us to calm our 
thoughts and hearts. The reminder of the risen Christôs victory over death emboldens our faith. 
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[Q]  The barrier of locked doors did not stop Jesus from meeting the disciples. How did Jesus 

also bypass the barrier of their fear?  

ü Why were his first words, ñPeace be with youò?  

[Q]  How did Jesus prove that he was not just a spirit?  

ü Why was it important for the disciples to understand that Jesus  had a resurrected 
body and that he was not a ghost? 

 Leaderôs Note: It proved that he had risen from the dead and that he had victory over 
death. 

[Q]  How did Christôs presence turn the disciplesô fear into joy?  

ü Share a time when Godôs presence replaced your fear with peace and joy. 

[Q]  Why did Jesus first deal with the disciplesô fear before he explained the Scriptures to 

them?  

ü How might fear keep us from understanding Godôs truth? 

[Q]  How is the Holy Spirit related to peace?  

ü Is peace possible without the Holy Spirit? Why or why not?  

[Q]  Why do you think Jesus once again said, ñPeace be with you,ò as he gave the disciples 

final instructions?  

ü How do we attain peace? Give practical steps. 

Teaching point three: Jesus relieves our doubts and skepticism by a llowing us 
to experience him in a personal way.  

Read John 20:24ï31. ñWe have seen the Lord!ò The disciples shared this joyous news with 
Thomas, but Thomas would not believe them. Thomas refused to believe the resurrection 
account until he could touch the wounds of Jesus caused by the crucifixion. Thomas needed to 
see Jesus with his own eyes and touch him with his own hands. 

Each of us must experience Jesus personally. Other peopleôs stories of how God has appeared 
in their lives can encourage us, but not until we experience God for ourselves can we firmly and 
truly believe. Jesus counters our doubts with his Word and his abiding presence.  

[Q]  Jesus did not come to Thomas for an entire week after his strong statement of skepticism. 

Why do you think Jesus waited a week?  

ü What might Thomasôs thoughts and emotions have been during this waiting time? 

ü God does not always work according to our timetable. Share an example of when you 
have had to wait for God to reveal himself to you. 
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[Q]  Jesus had already visited the disciples, but he visited them again in much the same way as 

before. This time, however, Thomas was present. Jesus addressed him individually. What 
does this tell you about how well Jesus knew Thomasôs thoughts and emotions?  

ü How did Jesus demonstrate compassionate care for Thomas?  

ü What does this tell us about Jesusô willingness to allay our doubts? 

[Q]  What was Jesusô attitude toward Thomasôs disbelief? How did Jesus respond to Thomasôs 

demand for proof? Why do you think he responded in this way?  

[Q]  The Book of James says he who doubts is like a wave in the sea, blown and tossed by the 

wind. Jesus assured and anchored Thomas. How has Jesus assured and anchored you 
when you felt storm-tossed by doubts?  

Teaching point four: Jesus strengthens our faith t hrough forgiveness, 
miracles, and challenge.  

Read John 21. Jesus stood on the shore, and the disciplesô net was miraculously filled with fish 
after a long, frustrating night of catching nothing. ñIt is the Lord,ò John announced. Peter 
immediately jumped o ut of the boat and began to wade through the water toward Jesus, most 
likely thinking of his denial of Christ during Jesusô darkest hours and wanting to make it right. 
ñCome and have breakfast,ò Jesus called. When they had finished eating, Jesus assured Peter of 
his love and forgiveness. He also helped Peter deal with his own doubts about his love for 
Christ in light of his previous denial. Three times Jesus asked Peter if he loved himðthe same 
number of times Peter had denied him. Possibly, Peter was more resolved and convinced of his 
love for Jesus each time he answered the Lord, though the questions hurt him. 

Jesus told Peter to care for his sheep. Peter later told the elders of the church to shepherd the 
flock (1 Peter 5:2), using the same analogy Jesus had used with him. Peter took Jesusô 
command to heart and resolved to be courageous from then on. Jesusô gentle, yet persistent, 
questions prodded Peter to unflinchingly proclaim his faith.  

[Q]  Why do you think Jesus provided this miraculous catch of fish?  

ü What was the significance of the net not being broken?  

ü Why does God provide miracles?  

 Leaderôs Note: God does miracles for his own glory and to strengthen our faith . 

[Q]  When Jesus initially called the disciples, he said to them, ñFollow meò (John 1:43). What 

was the significance of Jesus once again telling Peter, ñFollow meò? 

[Q]  Why might Peter have doubted his love for Jesus? Why was it important for Peter to 

remember that he loved Jesus? 

[Q]  How did Jesus demonstrate his love and forgiveness to Peter? 

[Q]  How did Jesus challenge Peter to ministry?  
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ü Peter reiterated Jesusô command to care for the sheep when he later addressed the 
elders of the church. What does this say about the impact that Peterôs encounter with 
the risen Lord had on his later mini stry?  

ü How has your encounter with the risen Lord affected the ways you minister to 
others?  

Optional Activities:  

ü List other ways God has revealed himself to people according to the Bible. Pay 
special consideration to unique revelations such as Moses and the burning bush.  

ü Interview people from different churches to see how God meets them in ways that 
are new or unfamiliar to you.  

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

God created us. He knows how each of us will best respond to him. Just as he met Mary in her 
grief and despair, he will meet us as the comforter of our soul. As he met the frightened 
disciples behind locked doors, he will breathe his peace on us, overcoming our barriers of fear. 
When we are full of skepticism, he reveals himself to us in personal ways that allay our doubts. 
When we have denied our God, he extends forgiveness and offers restored fellowship. How 
mighty and awesome is our God who meets us in unique and wonderful ways. 

As the body of Christ, the church will increase in joy and amazement at Godôs creative nature 
when we are open and accepting of the fact that he may meet others in ways that are different 
from the ways he meets us. Godôs diversity allows for multiple forms of experience. We must 
allow each other the grace to experience God in ways that are powerful and meaningful.  

[Q]  Consider how Christôs followers responded to his resurrection. What should be our soulsô 

response to the resurrection of Christ? 

[Q]  Why do you think God meets different people in different ways?  

ü Why do you think he meets various congregations in different ways? 

[Q]  How does diversity glorify God?  

[Q]  Which of the accounts of the risen Lord meeting his people was most meaningful to you? 

Why? 

Action Point: Spend some time remembering how God has worked in your life. As a group, 
make a list of ways that God has met you personally and collectively in the body of Christ. 
Spend time in prayer, praising God for his goodness in meeting each of us in ways that are 
personally meaningful.  

ðStudy prepared by Julie Kloster, speak er, freelance writer, and regular 
contributor to ChristianBibleStudies.com  



LEADERôS GUIDE 

Understanding God Through the Resurrection  
Page 7 

 

É 2008 Å CH R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

Vis i t  Sma l lGroups.com and Chr is t ianB ib leStud ies.com  

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com  
 -Church Uni ty Myths  (single study) 

-Matthew: The Passion Week (6-session course) 
-Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation (4-session course) 
-The Passion of the Christ (movie discussion guide)  
-No Wonder They Crucified Him  (6-session course) 

&  Diversity in Faith ðUnity in Christ , Shirley Guthrie (Westminster/John Knox, 1986; 
ISBN: 0664240135) 

&  GodðMystery ðDiversity , Gordon Kaufman (Augsburg/Fortress, 1996; ISBN: 
0800629590)  

&  Living the Resurrection: The Risen Christ in Everyday Life , Eugene H. Peterson 
(NavPress, 2006; ISBN: 157683929x) 

&  The Resurrection of the Son of God, N. T. Wright (Augsburg/Fortress, 2003; ISBN: 
0800636155) 

&  Spurgeonôs Sermons on the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, Charles H. Spurgeon 
(Hendrickson Publishers, 2005; ISBN: 1565638050)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/churunmyt.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/mapawe.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/eawesasa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/paofchne.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/nowothcrhim.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=4240135&netp_id=121085&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=0629590&netp_id=130237&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=83929X&netp_id=419267&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=26794&netp_id=295036&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=636104&netp_id=322858&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 3 

Understanding God Through the 
Resurrection  

Jesus encounters individuals in unique ways that allow them to recognize 
him as the risen Lord.  

  

     

  

ñHe has risen! He is not here.ò The risen Christ appeared to his followers in 
different ways, which demonstrated his care for their uniqueness. He 
continues to meet people in distinctive ways today.  

In what unique ways did Jesus meet his followers after his resurrection? 
How did his appearances demonstrate his consideration of their life 
experiences, emotional fragility, and individual personalities? How does 
Jesus meet people today? How do we respond with grace to other believers 
who experience Christ in ways that are unfamiliar to us? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #3  

 
Scripture:  

Luke 24:36ï49; John 10:2ï6; 20; 21  
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PART 1 

Ide ntify the Current Issue  

God formed each of us uniquely and meets each of us in ways that our 
individual souls will best respond to him. He knows our every thought and 
emotion and meets us where we are. Christ can be experienced in as many 
ways as there are people. Each encounter with God is personal and 
individually tailored for our good and his glory.  

We will not experience God in exactly the same way as others. When we 
recognize this truth, we better appreciate the diversity of ways in which 
Christ meets us individually and in the church. When we recognize Godôs 
creative nature and diverse methods, we are able to offer grace to each 
other to worship and experience God in different ways. This allows us to 
focus on the fundamental unity of salvation in Chri st while embracing the truth that God makes 
himself known in a variety of unique and fascinating methods.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Jesus confronts our false assumptions, calls us by name, 
and comforts us in our grief.  
 

Teaching point two: Jesus calms our fears and breathes his peace upon us.  
 

Teaching point three: Jesus relieves our doubts and skepticism by allowing us 
to experience him in a personal way.  
 

Teaching point four: Jesus strengthens our faith through forgiveness , 
miracles, and challenge.  
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

God created us. He knows how each of us will best respond to him. Just as he met Mary in her 
grief and despair, he will meet us as the comforter of our soul. As he met the frightened 
disciples behind locked doors, he will breathe his peace on us, overcoming our barriers of fear. 
When we are full of skepticism, he reveals himself to us in personal ways that allay our doubts. 
When we have denied our God, he extends forgiveness and offers restored fellowship. How 
mighty and awesome is our God who meets us in unique and wonderful ways. 

As the body of Christ, the church will increase in joy and amazement at Godôs creative nature 
when we are open and accepting of the fact that he may meet others in ways that are different 
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from the ways he meets us. Godôs diversity allows for multiple forms of experience. We must 
allow each other the grace to experience God in ways that are powerful and meaningful. 

ðStudy prepared by Julie Kloster, speaker, freelance writer, an d regular 
contributor to ChristianBibleStudies.com  

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com {fixed link}  
 -Church Unity Myths  (single study) 

-Matthew: The Passion Week (6-session course) 
-Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation (4-session course) 
-The Passion of the Christ (movie discussion guide)  
-No Wonder They Crucified Him  (6-session course) 

&  Diversity in Faith ðUnity in Christ , Shirley Guthrie (Westminster/John Knox, 1986; 
ISBN: 0664240135) 

&  GodðMystery ðDiversity , Gordon Kaufman (Augsburg/Fortress, 1996; ISBN: 
0800629590)  

&  Living the Resurrection: The Risen Christ in Everyday Life , Eugene H. Peterson 
(NavPress, 2006; ISBN: 157683929x) 

&  The Resurrection of the Son of God, N. T. Wright (Augsburg/Fortress, 2003; ISBN: 
0800636155) 

&  Spurgeonôs Sermons on the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, Charles H. Spurgeon 
(Hendrickson Publishers, 2005; ISBN: 1565638050)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/churunmyt.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/mapawe.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/eawesasa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/paofchne.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/nowothcrhim.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=4240135&netp_id=121085&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=0629590&netp_id=130237&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=83929X&netp_id=419267&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=26794&netp_id=295036&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=636104&netp_id=322858&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 4 

Understanding God Through 
His Bles sings  

Does God always bless believers? 

  

     

  

Most religions judge their god and his or her pleasure in them by how 
much they are blessed materially. Is that what God is like? Does he bless us 
if we do the right thing and punish us if we donôt? 

We certainly canôt deny that the Scriptures talk a lot about Godôs blessings. 
In this study, we will consider the concept of ñgood successòðhow God 
blesses the people he uses. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #4  
 

Scripture:  
1 Chronicles 4:9ï10; Joshua 1:8; Matthew 6 :19ï24; Luke 18:18ï24 
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PART 1 

Identify the Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

The story of Joseph, recorded in Genesis 37ï50, describes the elevation of 
a relatively unknown person to prominence and wealth to accomplish 
Godôs purposes. Certainly we would conclude that God blessed Joseph. But 
does blessing always come in the way we expect? 

The great missionary explorer, David Livingstone, served in Africa from 
1840 until his death in 1873. Pastors Robert Lewis and Wayne Cordeiro tell 
of an incident from Livingstoneôs life: 

David Livingstone was eager to travel into the uncharted lands of Central Africa to preach the 
gospel. On one occasion, the famous nineteenth-century missionary and explorer arrived at the 
edge of a large territory that was ruled by a tribal chieftain. According to tradition, the chief 
would come out to meet him there; Livingstone could go forward only after an exchange was 
made. The chief would choose any item of Livingstoneôs personal property that caught his fancy 
and keep it for himself, while giving the missionary something of his own in return.  

Livingstone had few possessions with him, but at their encounter he obediently spread them all 
out on the groundðhis clothes, his books, his watch, and even the goat that provided him with 
milk (since chronic stomach problems kept him from drinking the local water). To his dismay, 
the chief took this goat. In return, the chief gave him a carved stick, shaped like a walking stick. 

Livingstone was most disappointed. He began to gripe to God about what he viewed as a stupid 
walking cane. What could it do for him compared to the goat that kept him well? Then one of 
the local men explained, ñThatôs not a walking cane. Itôs the kingôs very own scepter, and with it 
you will find entrance to every village in our country. The king has honored you greatly.ò 

The man was right. God opened Central Africa to Livingstone, and as successive evangelists 
followed him wave after wave of conversions occurred. 

Sometimes, in our disappointment over what we donôt have, we fail to appreciate the 
significance of what God has given us. 1 

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  How can we determine what is a blessing in our everyday lives? Can you give an example 

of something that you didnôt think would be a blessing, but turned out to be one?  

[Q]  How do we know if God is pleased with us? Do you think it depends on the blessings he 

provides, or is there another gauge? 

[Q]  Greg Ligon of Leadership Training Network draw s a distinction between the church as 

ñspaò and the church as ñtraining center.ò At the spa, our needs are met. At the training 

                                                        

1 Robert Lewis and Wayne Cordeiro, The Culture Shift  (Jossey-Bass, 2005), pp. 1ï2. 
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center, we learn to meet the needs of others. Which term would you choose to describe 
the average church today?  

ü Perhaps itôs a blend of the two. Can you offer some reasons or examples? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: God blesses whom he chooses.  

The Prayer of Jabez topped the bestseller lists several years ago and sold more than 5 million 
copies. The little book prompted a lot of discussion of Godôs blessing through prayer. In it, 
author Bruce Wilkinson of Walk Thru the Bible Ministries explains the heretofore obscure 
prayer of a little known Old Testament character and how that prayer has affected Wilkinsonôs 
life and ministry.  

LEADERSHIP journal, a sister publication of CHRISTIANITY TODAY that addresses pastors and 
church leaders, surveyed visitors to its website (www.LeadershipJournal.net ) on the subject of 
Jabez. Taken at the height of the Jabez book sales, the unscientific poll asked, ñHow have you 
and your congregation responded to the Jabez phenomenon?ò The results: 22 percent said they 
had read the book; 18 percent considered it encouragement to pray; 13 percent said they were 
praying the Jabez prayer often, and 9 percent said Jabez had changed their thinking on prayer. 
Only 5 percent said the Jabez phenomenon is ña bunch of hooey.ò 

The book raised our awareness of one concept in particular: that believers should be bold in 
their prayers for Godôs blessing. Much was made of this short prayer and the two verses that 
recall it and the man who prayed it. Tucked away in a genealogy, 1 Chronicles 4:9ï10 tells us 
several important things.  

1) Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. God blesses whomever he chooses for his 
own reasons. He chose Israel, for example, not because it was great; it was the smallest 
among the nations (Deut. 7:7). But often, when choosing to bless individuals, God 
chooses and responds to the righteous. Noah is one example (Gen. 6:9). James tells us 
the prayer of a righteous person is effective (5:16), and Elijah is offered as an example 
of someone whose prayer God favorably responded to. Those who are bold enough to 
ask for Godôs blessing should assess their standing before God prior to praying. 

2) Blessing was evidence of Godôs hand. Material blessing is not always evidence of Godôs 
favor (remember, the rain falls on the just and the unjust). In Jabezôs case, however, he 
asked for his territory to be enlarged and for Godôs hand to be with him. The two are 
linked. Anyone who saw the territory of Jabez would see that God was at work. And if 
Jabez was bold enough to ask for this blessing, he would likely be bold enough to testify 
of its source. 

3) God responded to Jabezôs prayer. This was a full-orbed prayer. It involved material 
blessing (land), physical and emotional blessing (freedom from harm and pain), and 
spiritual blessing (Godôs hand). That God chose to respond to Jabezôs prayer in all these 
ways is exhortation for us to pray, but it should not be taken as a guarantee of blessing.  

[Q]  What kinds of blessings should Christians pray for?  

ü What if God doesnôt bless us in the way we ask or expect? 

http://www.leadershipjournal.net/
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[Q]  Do you think righteousness is a prerequisite to blessing? 

[Q]  How has God blessed you in material, physical, and spiritual ways? 

Teaching point two: God has expectations of those he blesses.  

In Joshua 1:8, God reiterates his agreement with Israel as the people prepare to enter the 
Promised Land. In his salvation history, God intends for Israel to be a light to all the peoples of 
the world. He is giving his chosen people a home to call their own. He has promised 
abundance. With his promises comes the expectation of Israelôs faithfulness. He admonishes 
Joshua to meditate on the Law and keep it central to his teaching and governance. As result, 
God says he will prosper the people. They will have ñgood success,ò as the King James Version 
renders it.  

Many interpret this phrase as: be good, have success. While exegetes must be careful that we do 
not turn the behavior -blessing connection into a formula (it would be an insult to Job and 
suffering Christians all over the world), there is certainly a relationship between the two. Some 
might be more comfortabl e talking in spiritual terms, saying godly behavior results in spiritual 
blessing. But some Christians apply this concept to material blessingðwith a caveatðthat when 
God blesses us itôs for his purposes, that his blessings are to flow through us. 

[Q]  What is your reaction to this concept? 

[Q]  Do you think if Christians had more wealth there would be fewer needs in our society 

because they would use it to take care of others? Why or why not? 

Teaching point three: Those God blesses he also warns.  

Jesusô teaching is replete with warnings about materialism. Read Matthew 6:19ï24 and Luke 
18:18ï24.  

To the masses on the hillside, he preaches, ñDo not store up treasures on earth é. You cannot 
serve God and money.ò To the rich young man, he says, ñSell everything you have and give to 
the poor é. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God.ò 

[Q]  How can we balance these teachings with the encouragement to ask for blessing? 

[Q]  What do these passages teach us about what is important to God? 

[Q]  Do you feel that you would be as faithful to Christ if you had more wealth? Why or why 

not? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Rich Hansen, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Visalia, California says: 

Godôs reality in our world is like gently falling rain. We each have a bowl in our hearts 
and minds in which we can easily catch Godôs realityðif we just hold it before us. But it 
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makes all the difference in the world whether our bowl is turned upwards ðor 
downwards. 

A person without guile will turn their bowl upwards ðready to receive the truth about 
God if God really exists. 

[Q]  How might the blessings God gives us help us see evidence of his existence?  

ü What danger is there in depending on his blessings to prove his existence? 

The excesses represented by those preaching a ñhealth and wealthò gospel make many believers 
cautious about asking for blessing. Yet Scripture frequently attests to Godôs desire to bless his 
people. Meditate on the following verse, then answer the questions that follow.  

ñFor I know the plans I have for youò declares the Lord, ñplans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a futureò (Jeremiah 29:11). 

[Q]  To whom was this verse written? When and why? 

[Q]  If this verse was written to a nation, how does it apply to individuals?  

[Q]  What does this verse teach us about the character of God? 

[Q]  What does this verse teach us about the trustworthiness of God? 

[Q]  In this verse, what is Godôs perspective in relation to time? How is that comforting or 

challenging? 

[Q]  Does this verse represent Godôs plan for all people of all time? Can you think of 

exceptions, when Godôs plan was for people to suffer? 

[Q]  How do we understand this verse in relation to Jesusô statement that the life of 

discipleship is the taking up of the cross, a life of self-denial and even suffering at times? 

Action Point: Make a list of recent blessings. Who is responsible for them? Pick one that is 
obviously a blessing from God, for which no human could claim credit. How di d that blessing 
also bless others? Close by thanking God for his blessings in your life. 
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Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com  
 -Are We Guaranteed Health and Wealth? 
 -Prosperity and Faith  
 -Keeping Money in Perspective  
 -A Biblical Perspective on Money  

&  The Power of a Blessing: Words to Speak and Pray from The Message, Eugene H. 
Peterson (NavPress, 2004; ISBN-13: 9781576835210) 

&  Living Abundantly Through Godôs Blessing, Jim Cymbala (Inspirio, 2004; ISBN -13: 
9780310989035)  

&  When Mothers Pray: Bringing Godôs Power and Blessing to Your Childrenôs Lives, 
Cheri Fuller (Multnomah, 1997; ISBN -13: 9781576739358) 

&  Lord, I Need Your Blessing-Seeking, Finding, and Appreciating Godôs Goodness, 
Anita Corrine Donihue (Barbour Publishing, 2007; ISBN -13: 9781597892469) 

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/areweguheand.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/prandfa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/kemoinpen.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/bipeonmo.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=835219&netp_id=320287&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=89035&netp_id=334350&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=73935&netp_id=275548&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=892467&netp_id=464192&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 4 

Understanding God Through 
His Blessings  

Does God always bless believers? 

  

     

  

Most religions judge their god and his or her pleasure in them by how 
much they are blessed materially. Is that what God is like? Does he bless us 
if we do the right thing and punish us if we donôt? 

We certainly canôt deny that the Scriptures talk a lot about Godôs blessings. 
In this study, we will consider the concept of ñgood successòðhow God 
blesses the people he uses. 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #4  
 

Scripture:  
1 Chronicles 4:9ï10; Joshua 1:8; Matthew 6:19ï24; Luke 18:18ï24 
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PART 1 

Identify  the Issue  

The story of Joseph, recorded in Genesis 37ï50, describes the elevation of 
a relatively unknown person to prominence and wealth to accomplish 
Godôs purposes. Certainly we would conclude that God blessed Joseph. But 
does blessing always come in the way we expect? 

 

 

 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: God blesses whom he chooses.  
 

Teaching point two: God has expectations of those he blesses.  
 

Teaching point three: Those God blesses he also warns.  
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Rich Hansen, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Visalia, California says: 

Godôs reality in our world is like gently falling rain. We each have a bowl in our hearts 

and minds in which we can easily catch Godôs realityðif we just hold it before us. But i t 
makes all the difference in the world whether our bowl is turned upwards ðor 

downwards. 

A person without guile will turn their bowl upwards ðready to receive the truth about 

God if God really exists. 

 

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com  
 -Are We Guaranteed Health and Wealth? 
 -Prosperity and Faith  
 -Keeping Money in Perspective  
 -A Biblical Perspective on Money  

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/areweguheand.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/prandfa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/kemoinpen.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/bipeonmo.html
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&  The Power of a Blessing: Words to Speak and Pray from The Message, Eugene H. 
Peterson (NavPress, 2004; ISBN-13: 9781576835210) 

&  Living Abundantly Through Godôs Blessing, Jim Cymbala (Inspirio, 2004; ISBN -13: 
9780310989035)  

&  When Mothers Pray: Bringing Godôs Power and Blessing to Your Childrenôs Lives, 
Cheri Fuller (Multnomah, 1997; ISBN -13: 9781576739358) 

&  Lord, I Need Your Blessing-Seeking, Finding, and Appreciating Godôs Goodness, 
Anita Corrine Donihue (Barbour Publishing, 2007; ISBN -13: 9781597892469) 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=835219&netp_id=320287&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=89035&netp_id=334350&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=73935&netp_id=275548&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=892467&netp_id=464192&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 5 

Understanding God Through 
Freedom and Grace  

Why did an omniscient God create humankind knowing that so many 
would reject him?  

  

     

  

We think that an all -knowing God should have given us the ability to 
always do right. But from the beginning, humans have disobeyed God and 
chosen to sin instead. 

Why did God give us the freedom to walk away from his perfect will? And 
why does he offer abounding grace to us when we have made such a mess 
of the world? What does that tell us about him? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #5  

 
Scripture:  

Deuteronomy 29:24ï29; Joshua 1:6ï8; Psalm 139:1ï3; Matthew 5:17ï20; Romans 3:21ï26; 2 Corinthians 5:18ï21; Ephesians 2:5ï9 
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PART 1 

Identify the Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

In Institutes of the Christian Religion , Reformation leader John Calvin 
says there is a key contrast between Almighty God and the human being. 
ñContrasting our conduct with the righteousness of the Law, we see how 
very far it is from being in accordance with the will of God é and, 
secondly, taking a survey of our powers, we see that they are not only 
unequal to fulfill the Law, but are altogether null.ò 

The question before us is profound: Why did an omniscient God create 
humankind knowing that people, in every generation, would reject him? 
As Calvin also observed in his writings, God is holy and glorious, and we never can measure up 
in our brokenness and fallenness. God created human beings in his image, without sin and 
death. It seems like a waste of creative power, then, for God to create human beings with the 
ability to turn away ðand not just Adam and Eve in the beginning, but every generation since.  

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  Describe a relationship in which you have struggled to meet expectations. What happened 

when you disappointed the other party? How could you make things right with that 
personðor was that even possible? 

[Q]  Calvin says that all human beings fall far short of living in sync with Godôs will. How do 

you know youôve fallen short of the glory of God? Give evidence. 

[Q]  Why are we completely unable to be righteous on our own? Why do you think God 

created us this way?  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Through his omnis cience and foreknowledge, God knew 
human beings would not measure up to holy standards, but he chose to create 
us anyway.  

Read Deuteronomy 29:24ï29.  

The people of Israel knew what God required of them, and they had been warned countless 
times before. God made clear that they should be obedient and faithful, but they failed 
throughout Israelôs history. God knew what his people would and would not do, and he let them 
bear the consequences. Yet ñall the nations will ask, óWhy has the LORD done this to this land? 
Why this fierce, burning anger?ôò God answered, ñThey went off and worshiped other gods and 
bowed down to them, gods they did not know, gods he had not given them.ò The people of 
Israel had violated the first commandment. God knew that they would be di sobedient. 

Read Psalm 139:1ï3.  
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Because God created us in his image, he can see into every human being and realizes that we 
cannot measure up. He is familiar with all our ways, which means he knows our best intentions 
as well as our failings. In the best of circumstances, parents know in many ways how their 
children will measure up and how they will fail to be obedient. Yet in the midst of disobedience, 
they love their childrenðalthough there may be times when they must allow their children to 
learn hard lessons from their disobedience. 

[Q]  What can be difficult about continuing to love a family member or friend who is 

disobedient? Can we really love that person when he or she turns away and reveals other 
loyalties? 

In creation, human beings are free moral agents. God knew that they would be disobedient, yet 
he still gave them freedom to act and to chooseðeven if their choices would be sinful. 

[Q]  Why do you think God let people have the freedom to choose to sin?  

[Q]  Do people really believe that God knows them inside and out? Why, then, do they act as if 

he doesnôt?  

[Q]  How does this attitude resemble that of children and teens who try to get things past 

parents, teachers, and others in authority? 

[Q]  What do people say and do to minimize the wrong they do? How do people try to ignore 

their sin? What are the consequences? 

Teaching point two:  Through the work of Jesus Christ, human beings are made 
right with God and benefit from the grace of salvation.  

Read Joshua 1:6ï8.  

God is clear that he will give us strength and courage in all of lifeôs situations. But we also 
understand that he wants us to be obedient and not to turn from the law. The call to obedience 
demonstrates Godôs expectation of obedience in human beings, but the call to be strong and to 
have courage shows that God, in his grace, makes us able to obey. God has made us right with 
him, but not of our own doing or pleasure.  

God holds two perspectives on human beings at the same time: hell and judgment against 
rebellious sinners, and the blessings of heaven and salvation in Christ. God is both loving and 
holy, and these two attributes work together rather than compete with each other.  

Read Matthew 5:17ï20.  

Jesus says that he has not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it. Disobedience does not bar 
humans forever from the presence of God. Indeed, we must be more righteous than the 
Pharisees, but we cannot make that happen on our own. Jesus Christ makes us right with God, 
and we are given power to be obedient servants. 

[Q]  Does obedience to God come any easier for us as a result of the free grace and mercy that 

we are given through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? Why or why not? 
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 Leaderôs Note: It is still a struggle to be obedient, but we have the power of the Holy 
Spirit living in us as result of receiving Christôs grace and mercy, and we have great 
motivation in gratefulness to him.  

[Q]  What is the difference between being obedient in order to be saved and being obedient 

out of love and gratefulness for our salvation? 

[Q]  What is the danger in becoming too legalistic in our desire to please a holy God? What is 

the danger in becoming too casual as we embrace grace through faith? 

Optional Activity  

Ask for four volunteers to defend different statements on Godôs sovereign grace. Each person 
should try to argue for the value of their approach. Think about similarities and differences 
between the different approaches. 

¶ The Perfectionist.  ñI believe that I have all I need to do all that God wants. Basically I 
am a good person and can make good decisions.ò 

¶ The Hedonist.  ñI feel that someoneôs idea about God is fine for themselves. I want to 
have a good time no matter what the future may hold.ò 

¶ The Pragmatist.  ñI think there are many different ways to believe in God and do what 
God wants. We need to take the most practical approach.ò 

¶ The Searcher. ñI wonder what it means not to measure up to Godôs righteousness. I 
need to know more about what God wants in someone who canôt make the grade.ò 

How can such people be reached with the good news of God in Christ? What do they need to 
hear about Godôs righteousness and mercy? 

Teaching point three:  Jesus made it possible for human beings to reconcile 
with God and once again enjoy his fellowship.  

Read Romans 3:21ï26.  

In one of the most famous passages Paul wrote, he says that ña righteousness from God, apart 
from the law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ.ò It is clear that by Godôs sovereign 
grace, Jesus Christ can redeem fallen humanity through his death and resurrection. All have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, Paul says, ñand all are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.ò Christôs perfect action did something that 
human beings could not do for themselves. People cannot be righteousðbut they can be made 
righteous. 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:18ï21.  

Paul notes that God was reconciling the world to himself through Jesus Christ. No longer does 
God count peopleôs sins against them; instead he recognizes the reconciling work of Christ that 
makes us righteous. Itôs an amazing truth that Jesus took upon himself our sin so that we might 
be made righteous, as we were designed to be in the first place. We might prove in any 
generation that we reject God and fall short of his glory, but through Jesus Christ, God shows 
us righteous grace.  



LEADERôS GUIDE 

Understanding God Through Freedom and Grace  
Page 5 

 

É 2008 Å CH R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

Vis i t  Sma l lGroups.com and Chr is t ianB ib leStud ies.com  

[Q]  Name some ways in which God is unspeakably generous. 

[Q]  What is generosity, in human terms? How can human beings be generous in any 

meaningful  way? How does that reflect Godôs character? 

One of the most famous passages of Scripture is Paulôs claim that all have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God, yet God redeems us through the work of Jesus Christ. 

[Q]  What does it mean to say that we have ñfallen shortò of Godôs glory? What does it mean to 

be redeemed in Christ? 

[Q]  What does Paul mean when he says that God accomplished his saving work in Christ in 

part through his forbearance in leaving sins unpunished? What does that say about Godôs 
character? 

[Q]  In what way do we now share in the ministry of reconciliation? How can we help others to 

understand and believe in what God has done for them in Christ?  

[Q]  What are some of the barriers we encounter as we try to help people understand Godôs 

grace? What were some steps in your understanding of grace through faith? 

Teaching point four:  When we commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, we 
find mercy and grace along with righteousness and holiness.  

Read Ephesians 2:5ï9.  

Paul tells the Ephesians that God made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions. People often donôt recognize that they are among the walking dead, spiritually 
speaking. The word transgression means an act violating a law or a code, or commission of 
wrongs, or overstepping limits. So we can transgress and not know what we have done, since 
we were never taught that certain things are wrong. Or we can be quite blatant about the law or 
code or limits we violate. So righteousness helps us to understand what it takes to be godly and 
pure, and mercy helps us to understand what it takes to be made godly and pure. Salvation 
helps us to live both law and grace. 

Finally, the salvation we have received is by grace through faith, and ñnot by works, so that no 
one can boast.ò In the end, Paul stresses, we may have rejected God in every generation, but 
God has not rejected us, and he has demonstrated his faithfulness to us in sending Jesus Christ 
to be among us, to die for us, and to be raised from the dead so that we also can find new life. 
God has demonstrated to us that we are saved by grace through faith in Christ; now we need to 
respond with a real sense of gratitude and a commitment to follow Christ in the challenges and 
circumstances of life. 

[Q]  How do people demonstrate that they are dead in transgressions? Do they even know 

they have no life? How can they find out? 

[Q]  Transgression  is an ancient theological term that we rarely hear in conversation. What 

are some other terms that we can use to underscore the power of sinful behavior and 
attitude? 
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[Q]  People sometimes say, ñI am not rejecting you. I simply am not following you.ò Is there a 

difference between outright rejection and failure to follow commands or directions? 
Explain.  

[Q]  Why is it sometimes difficult for pe ople to accept that salvation is fully and ultimately the 

work of God? They may think their acceptance of salvation is part of the deal. Is there 
something wrong in this opinion? What might that be?  

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

J. I. Packer, in his enduring and noble book Knowing God (InterVarsity Press, 1973), says that 
God does not owe it to anyone to stop righteousness and justice from taking their course with 
human beings. After all, through every generation people have turned away from him and 
sinned. But, he says, ñGrace is free, in the sense of being self-originated, and of proceeding 
from the One who was free not to be gracious.ò But he does elect to show it freely. So there is a 
particular kind of divine outreach to humankind: sovereign love. God has elected to be 
merciful, and he pours out his mercy.  

This idea was poignantly expressed by Frederick William Faber, a 19th-century Anglican 
clergyman, in his famous hymn of salvation:  

Thereôs a wideness in Godôs mercy 
like the wideness of the sea; 

thereôs a kindness in his justice, 

which is more than liberty.  
There is welcome for the sinner, 

and more graces for the good;  
there is mercy with the Savior;  

there is healing in his blood. 

[Q]  J. I. Packer says that God was free not to be gracious, especially in view of human 

sinfulness and rebellion. So why do you think he chose to be gracious to fallen humanity? 
How does that help you to deal with people who are stuck in their sinfulness today? 

[Q]  How can the sovereign grace and love of God be communicated in an age when, maybe 

more than ever, people are unable to accept Godôs sovereignty over anything ?  

[Q]  If you were to witness to Godôs gracious love, but also his sovereign love, how could you 

get the message across so that people would listenðand even understand? 

Action Point:  Brainstorm some ways you can approach your secular colleagues at work, in 
social gatherings, and in community life and present the dual message of the righteousness and 
mercy of God. What are some approaches you could take that would not stress one over the 
other? Are there some people who are more open to a word about righteousness, and others 
who can hear words of mercy? Why? What does it take to present a balanced message of 
salvation? 
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ð Study by John Throop, a writer on theology, eth ics, and church ministry, and 
the executive director of the Association for Volunteer Administration.  

 

Recommended Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com  
 -Nature of God course 
 -A Better Look at Godôs Face 
 -Does God Know Your Next Move? 
 -Our Merciful Judge  
 -Knowing God Through His Names 

&  The Bondage of the Will, Martin Luther (Revell, 1990; ISBN: 0800753429)  

&  Chosen but Free: A Balanced View of Divine Election, Norman L. Geisler (Bethany 
House Publishers, 2001; ISBN: 0764225219) 

&  Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God , J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1991; ISBN: 
083081339X)  

&  The Holiness of God, R. C. Sproul (Tyndale House, 1998; ISBN: 0842314989) 

&  Institutes of the Christian Religion , John Calvin, tr. Henry Beveridge (William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1990; ISBN: 0802881661) 

&  Knowing God , J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1973; ISBN: 0877847703) 

&  More Than Meets the Eye: Fascinating Glimpses of Godôs Power and Design, Richard 
A. Swenson, M.D. (NavPress, 2000; ISBN: 1576830691) 

&  Your God Is Too Small, J. B. Phillips (Touchstone, 1997; ISBN: 0684846969) 

&  The Trivialization of God: The Dangerous Illusion of a Manageable Deity , Donald W. 
McCullough (NavPress, 1995; ISBN: 0891099093)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/natureofgodnew.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/betlookatgod.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/doesgodknowy.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/ourmejugodco.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/knowgodthrou.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=562804&netp_id=510998&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=25219&netp_id=254791&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=6804&netp_id=111899&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=39655&netp_id=207929&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=561685&netp_id=480151&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=1650X&netp_id=101130&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=30694&netp_id=213523&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=255097&netp_id=344167&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 5 

Understanding God Through 
Freedom and Grace  

Why did an omn iscient God create humankind knowing that so many 
would reject him?  

  

     

  

We think that an all -knowing God should have given us the ability to 
always do right. But from the beginning, humans have disobeyed God and 
chosen to sin instead. 

Why did God give us the freedom to walk away from his perfect will? And 
why does he offer abounding grace to us when we have made such a mess 
of the world? What does that tell us about him? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #5  

 
Scripture:  

Deuteronomy 29:24ï29; Joshua 1:6ï8; Psalm 139:1ï3; Matthew 5:17ï20; Romans 3:21ï26; 2 Corinthians 5:18ï21; Ephesians 2:5ï9 
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PART 1 

Identify the Issue  

In Institutes of the Christian Religion , Reformation leader John Calvin 
says there is a key contrast between Almighty God and the human being. 
ñContrasting our conduct with the righteousness of the Law, we see how 
very far it is from being in accordance with the will of God é and, 
secondly, taking a survey of our powers, we see that they are not only 
unequal to fulfill the Law, but are altogeth er null.ò 

The question before us is profound: Why did an omniscient God create 
humankind knowing that people, in every generation, would reject him? 
As Calvin also observed in his writings, God is holy and glorious, and we 
never can measure up in our brokenness and fallenness. God created 
human beings in his image, without sin and death. It seems like a waste of creative power, then, 
for God to create human beings with the ability to turn awayðand not just Adam and Eve in the 
beginning, but every generation since.  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Through his omniscience and foreknowledge, God knew 
human beings would not measure up to holy standards, but he chose to create 
us anyway.  

Teaching point two:  Through the work of Jesus Chr ist, human beings are made 
right with God and benefit from the grace of salvation.  

Teaching point three:  Jesus made it possible for human beings to reconcile 
with God and once again enjoy his fellowship.  

Teaching point four:  When we commit ourselves to fol low Jesus Christ, we 
find mercy and grace along with righteousness and holiness.  
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

J. I. Packer, in his enduring and noble book Knowing God (InterVarsity Press, 1973), says that 
God does not owe it to anyone to stop righteousness and justice from taking their course with 
human beings. After all, through every generation people have turned away from him and 
sinned. But, he says, ñGrace is free, in the sense of being self-originated, and of proceeding 
from the One who was free not to be gracious.ò But he does elect to show it freely. So there is a 
particular kind of divine outreach to humankind: sovereign love. God has elected to be 
merciful, and he pours out his mercy.  

This idea was poignantly expressed by Frederick William Faber, a 19th-century Anglican 
clergyman, in his famous hymn of salvation:  
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Thereôs a wideness in Godôs mercy 
like the wideness of the sea; 

thereôs a kindness in his justice, 

which is more than liberty.  
There is welcome for the sinner, 

and more graces for the good;  
there is mercy with the Savior;  

there is healing in his blood. 

ð Study by John Throop, a writer on theology, ethics, and church ministry, and 
the executive director of the Association for Volunteer Administration.  

 

Recommended Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com  
 -Nature of God course 
 -A Better Look at Godôs Face 
 -Does God Know Your Next Move? 
 -Our Merciful Judge  
 -Knowing God Through His Names 

&  The Bondage of the Will, Martin Luther (Revell, 1990; ISBN: 080075342 9) 

&  Chosen but Free: A Balanced View of Divine Election, Norman L. Geisler (Bethany 
House Publishers, 2001; ISBN: 0764225219) 

&  Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God , J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1991; ISBN: 
083081339X)  

&  The Holiness of God, R. C. Sproul (Tyndale House, 1998; ISBN: 0842314989) 

&  Institutes of the Christian Religion , John Calvin, tr. Henry Beveridge (William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1990; ISBN: 0802881661) 

&  Knowing God , J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1973; ISBN: 0877847703) 

&  More Than Meets the Eye: Fascinating Glimpses of Godôs Power and Design, Richard 
A. Swenson, M.D. (NavPress, 2000; ISBN: 1576830691) 

&  Your God Is Too Small, J. B. Phillips (Touchstone, 1997; ISBN: 0684846969)  

&  The Trivialization of God: The Dangerous Illusion of a Manageable Deity , Donald W. 
McCullough (NavPress, 1995; ISBN: 0891099093)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/natureofgodnew.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/betlookatgod.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/doesgodknowy.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/ourmejugodco.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/knowgodthrou.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=562804&netp_id=510998&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=25219&netp_id=254791&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=6804&netp_id=111899&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=39655&netp_id=207929&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=561685&netp_id=480151&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=1650X&netp_id=101130&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=30694&netp_id=213523&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=255097&netp_id=344167&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 6 

Understanding God Through 
His Love and Power  

The Scriptures demand that we both love and fear God.  

  

     

  

It is unfashionable to fear God in a literal sense. Love is in; fear is out. Yet 
those who have never trembled from head to toe will never know Godôs 
perfect love. What is the fear of the Lord? Are we missing something 
without it? What does it have to do with Godôs love or our spirituality? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #6  

 
Scripture References:  

Psalm 19:9; 111:10; Isaiah 8:12 ï13; Matthew 10:28; Romans 11:20ï22; 1 Corinthians 10:11ï12; Hebrews 10:31; 1 John 4:18  
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PART 1 

Identify the Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

Jeffrey Kluger wrote in his article ñWhy We Worry About the Things We 
Shouldnôtò: 

As human beings, we pride ourselves on being the only species that 

understands the concept of risk. Yet we have a confounding habit of 

worrying about mere possibilities while ignoring probabilitiesðof building 
barricades against perceived dangers while leaving ourselves exposed to 

real ones. 

For example, we agonize over the avian flu, which [as of December 2006] had killed 

precisely no one in the U.S., but have to be cajoled into gettin g vaccinated for the 
common flu, which contributes to the deaths of 36,000 Americans each year. White -

knuckle flyers routinely choose the car when traveling long distances, heedless of the 
fact that, at most, a few hundred people die in U.S. commercial air line crashes in a 

year, compared with 44,000 killed in motor -vehicle wrecks. 

We wring our hands over the mad cow pathogen that might be (but almost certainly 

isnôt) in our hamburger, yet worry far less about the cholesterol that contributes to the 
heart disease that kills 700,000 of us annually. Shoppers still look askance at a bag of 

spinach for fear of E. coli bacteria while filling their carts with fat -sodden French fries 
and salt-crusted nachos. 

We put filters on faucets, install air ionizers in our hom es, and lather ourselves with 
antibacterial soap. At the same time, 20 percent of all adults still smoke; nearly 20 

percent of drivers and more than 30 percent of backseat passengers donôt use 

seatbelts; and two-thirds of us are overweight or obese.  

In short, shadowed by peril as we are, you would think weôd get pretty good at 
distinguishing the risks likeliest to do us in from the ones that are statistical long shots. 

But you would be wrong. [ Time magazine (12-4-06), p. 65ï67] 

We could make a similar case for the way we fear the world more than we fear God. We are 
often told that respect and reverence are closer to the biblical concept of fear. Yet translators 
keep using that word. Maybe fear  really means fear after all. 

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  What do you think it means to fear God? 

[Q]  What are some reasons we might shy away from this kind of definition today?  

ü Are these valid reasons? 

[Q]  How does it make you feel to think of God as someone to be feared? 

ü How does the fact that God is good temper our fear of him? 
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ü How is our fear of God different than our fear of humans? 

[Q]  Can we love and fear God at the same time? If so, how? 

ü Martin Luther had an interesting solution to this problem. He spoke of loving and 
fearing Godðand left it at that. No embarrassment. No explanation. What do you 
think of his answer? 

[Q]  Why should we fear God? 

[Q]  What is it about God that fills you with awe, reverence, a sense of mystery, and fear?  

ü When have you experienced this? Does this experience of awe happen frequently? 

ü What aspects of Godôs character inspire these reactions?  

ü Which of his acts (in history or in your life) induce the same reactions?  

[Q]  Is it possible to scare someone into the kingdom of God? Explain your answer. 

[Q]  Despite the unpopularity of believing in a God who is to be feared above all else, we get 

our doctrine from the Bible, not from our neighbors. Why is this statement significant?  

ü Why is it so difficult to hold to this?  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Fear of God removes o ur other fears.  

Richard Halverson said, ñMen who fear God face life fearlessly. Men who do not fear God end 
up fearing everything.ò And John Newton famously recorded these words in his hymn 
ñAmazing Graceò: ñôTwas grace that taught my heart to fear, / And grace my fears relieved; / 
How precious did that grace appear / The hour I first believed.ò  

Read Isaiah 8:12ï13. 

[Q]  What is wrong with fearing the world or what is in the world?  

[Q]  What is wrong with seeing the world as our ultimate threat?   

[Q]  What are we to ñdreadò (NIV), according to Isaiah? 

[Q]  Why does Isaiah say we should fear God?  

[Q]  Note the reference to Godôs holiness. What does this have to do with our fear of God? 

Teaching point two: Fear of God leads to wisdom in life.  

Read Psalm 111:10. 
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[Q]  How is the fear of the Lord the beginning of wisdom?  

ü What does this fear involve practically? 

ü If fear is the beginning of wisdom, what place does love have? 

ü Is fear just an initial phase, or must we keep coming back to it? Explain your answer. 

[Q]  What do the following passages teach us about the meaning of fearing God? 

ü Romans 11:20ï22: What attribute or aspect of God does Paul indicate should cause 
us to fear the Lord? 

ü 1 Corinthians 10:11ï12: How does this passage warn us to fear God? What has God 
done to deserve this fear? 

ü Hebrews 10:31: Why is this a dreadful thing?  

Teaching point three: Fear of God leads to confidence.  

[Q]  Read 1 John 4:18. How do we reconcile this verse with the idea that we must fear God to 

know his perfect love? 

[Q]  Read Psalm 19:9. What two qualities does the psalmist say belong to fear of the Lord?  

ü Would you say the psalmist sees this fear as good or bad? Explain.  

ü Based on this verse, is fear of the Lord something we grow out of, or something that 
stays with us? Explain. 

[Q]  Read Matthew 10:28. What is the point of this verse? 

ü What does it encourage?  

ü What does it discourage? 

ü How does this verse illustrate the point that we should not see the world as our 
ultimate threat?  

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

ñIt is only the fear of God that can deliver us from the fear of man.ôô 
 ðJohn Witherspoon  

 

Action Points: One reason many people are uncomfortable with the idea of fearing God is 
because of the general attitude of our culture, as well as our human nature. How true is this of 
you personally? Do you feel you need a change in attitude? In what way? 

ü What does your pride have to do with it? What about your need for security? How 
have these affected your ability to appreciate God or to obey him? 
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ü Would you describe your heart as united? What are some practical steps you might 
take to accomplish this? 

ü What factors work against us in this respect? What factors may help? 

ü How can we, as fellow Christians, help one another to obtain a united heart? 

ü What role does fear play in your obedience to God? What role should it play? What 
are some other reasons to obey him? 

ü What are some things your church might do in its worship services to convey the 
awesome majesty of God? What can you do personally to prepare your own heart? 

ü How can we encourage others to fear God? 

ü Spend some time praying about these things. Bring up specific areas where you need 
to fear the world less and God more. 

 

Recommended Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com  
 -Fear and Friendship: Two Sides to Worship 
 -Ortberg on Understanding God 
 -Our Powerful Helper: Knowing God Course 

&   The Joy of Fearing God, Jerry Bridges (Random House, Inc, 1999; ISBN-13: 
9781400070640)    

&  Before His Throne: Discovering the Wonder of Intimacy with a Holy God , Kathy 
Howard (New Hope Publishers, 2008; ISBN -13: 9781596692015) 

&  The Fear of the Lord, John Bevere (Strang Communications, 1997; ISBN-13: 
9780884194866)  

&  When People Are Big and God Is Small: Overcoming Peer Pressure, Codependency, 
and the Fear of Man , Edward T. Welch (P & R Publishing, 1997; ISBN-13: 
9780875526003)  

&  Fear of God, John Bunyan (Ligonier Ministries, 1999; ISBN -13: 9781573580847)   

&  Intimate Friendship with God Through Understanding the Fear of the Lord , Joy 
Dawson (Baker, 1986; ISBN-13: 9780800790844)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/feandfrtwosi.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/oronungod.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/ourpohegodco.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=72546&netp_id=110968&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=692015&netp_id=503062&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=94868&netp_id=137451&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=26004&netp_id=164337&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=26004&netp_id=164337&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=580848&netp_id=227190&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=0790847&netp_id=162600&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 6 

Understanding God Through 
His Love and Power  

The Scriptures demand that we both love and fear God.  

  

     

  

It is unfashionable to fear God in a literal sense. Love is in; fear is out. Yet 
those who have never trembled from head to toe will never know Godôs 
perfect love. What is the fear of the Lord? Are we missing something 
without it? What does it have to do with Godôs love or our spirituality? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #6  

 
Scripture References:  

Psalm 19:9; 111:10; Isaiah 8:12 ï13; Matthew 10:28; Romans 11:20ï22; 1 Corinthians 10:11ï12; Hebrews 10:31; 1 John 4:18  
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PART 1 

Identify the Issue  

Jeffrey Kluger wrote in his article ñWhy We Worry About the Things We Shouldnôtò: 

As human beings, we pride ourselves on being the only species that understands the 

concept of risk. Yet we have a confounding habit of worrying about mere possibilities 
while ignoring probabilitiesðof building barricades against perceived dangers while 

leaving ourselves exposed to real ones. 

For example, we agonize over the avian flu, which [as of December 2006] had killed 

precisely no one in the U.S., but have to be cajoled into getting vaccinated for the 
common flu, which contributes to the deaths of  36,000 Americans each year. White-

knuckle flyers routinely choose the car when traveling long distances, heedless of the 
fact that, at most, a few hundred people die in U.S. commercial airline crashes in a 

year, compared with 44,000 killed in motor -vehicle wrecks. 

We wring our hands over the mad cow pathogen that might be (but almost certainly 

isnôt) in our hamburger, yet worry far less about the cholesterol that contributes to the 
heart disease that kills 700,000 of us annually. Shoppers still look askance at a bag of 

spinach for fear of E. coli bacteria while filling their carts with fat -sodden French fries 
and salt-crusted nachos. 

We put filters on faucets, install air ionizers in our homes, and lather ourselves with 
antibacterial soap. At the same time, 20 percent of all adults still smoke; nearly 20 

percent of drivers and more than 30 percent of backseat passengers donôt use 

seatbelts; and two-thirds of us are overweight or obese.  

In short, shadowed by peril as we are, you would think weôd get pretty good at 
distinguishing the risks likeliest to do us in from the ones that are statistical long shots. 

But you would be wrong. [ Time magazine (12-4-06), p. 65ï67] 

We could make a similar case for the way we fear the world more than we fear God. We are 
often told that respect and reverence are closer to the biblical concept of fear. Yet translators 
keep using that word. Maybe fear  really means fear after all. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Fear of God removes our other fears.  
 
 

Teach ing point two: Fear of God leads to wisdom in life.  
 

Teaching point three: Fear of God leads to confidence.  
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PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

ñIt is only the fear of God that can deliver us from the fear of man.ôô 
 ðJohn Witherspoon  

 

Recommended Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com  
 -Fear and Friendship: Two Sides to Worship 
 -Ortberg on Understanding God 
 -Our Powerful Helper: Knowing God Course 

&   The Joy of Fearing God, Jerry Bridges (Random House, Inc, 1999; ISBN-13: 
9781400070640)    

&  Before His Throne: Discovering the Wonder of Intimacy with a Holy God , Kathy 
Howard (New Hope Publishers, 2008; ISBN -13: 9781596692015) 

&  The Fear of the Lord, John Bevere (Strang Communications, 1997; ISBN-13: 
9780884194866)  

&  When People Are Big and God Is Small: Overcoming Peer Pressure, Codependency, 
and the Fear of Man , Edward T. Welch (P & R Publishing, 1997; ISBN-13: 
9780875526003)  

&  Fear of God, John Bunyan (Ligonier Ministries, 1999; ISBN -13: 9781573580847)   

&  Intima te Friendship with God Through Understanding the Fear of the Lord , Joy 
Dawson (Baker, 1986; ISBN-13: 9780800790844)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/feandfrtwosi.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/oronungod.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/ourpohegodco.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=72546&netp_id=110968&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=692015&netp_id=503062&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=94868&netp_id=137451&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=26004&netp_id=164337&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=26004&netp_id=164337&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=580848&netp_id=227190&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=0790847&netp_id=162600&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 7 

Understanding God Through His Anger  
We learn a lot about God through what makes him angry.  

  

     

  

Control your temper, now. Count to ten. Go cool off. Donôt blow a gasket. 
Take an anger management class, you hothead! Obviously, anger is the black 
sheep in the family of emotions. How many books, seminars, and sermons 
teach ways to clamp down on anger? What if anger was intended to be a 
positive thing?  

But sometimes we need to be angry with the kind of anger God stirs upð
righteous angerðso that we will defy evil. How does this emotion reflect the 
heart of God? How could it effect social change? And what keeps it from going 
overboard? This study will discuss these questions. 

  

          
      

 
 

Lesson #7  
 

Scripture:  
Exodus 22:21ï24; Deuteronomy 6:13ï15; 2 Samuel 6:1ï11; Psalm 4; John 2:13ï22; Ephesians 4:26ï27  
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PART 1 

Identify th e Current Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

Several books lately have lamented the contemporary Christian value of 
ñniceness.ò They suggest that, unfortunately, the highest calling for 
Christians today is simply to be nice. When was the last time you heard a 
sermon on the virtues of righteous anger? 

Pastor and author Garret Keizer says, ñAnger is grace both when Christ is 
cleansing the temple and when he is cleansing the lepers.ò Jesus is our 
model for righteous anger. Love-induced anger can help us jump into the 
fray of hard hearts and broken people around us, and, as a result, effect 
change. 

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  When you think of the word anger  what comes to mind? 

[Q]  In what si tuations has anger been a positive resource for you? 

[Q]  Why do you think the church doesnôt talk much about righteous anger? 

[Q]  When have you seen righteous anger in someone? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one:  Righteous anger refl ects the heart of a loving God.  

ñAnger is evidence that we are made in Godôs image; it demonstrates that we still have some 
concern for justice and righteousness in spite of our fallen estate é The experience of anger is 
evidence of our nobility, not our d epravity,ò counselor Gary Chapman writes (The Other Side of 
Love, Moody, 1999). It sounds odd, but our anger can be a godly response to the world around 
us.  

[Q]  What do you think of Chapmanôs quote above? 

Garret Keizer says, ñThe Lord my God is a jealous God and an angry God, as well as a loving 
God and a merciful God. I am unable to imagine one without the other. I am unable to commit 
to any Messiah who doesnôt knock over tables.ò 

[Q]  How can a loving God also be an angry God? Can there be one without the other? 

[Q]  What are some examples of Godôs anger in Scripture? 

Read Deuteronomy 6:13ï15, where Moses relays the commands of God to Israel. 
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[Q]  What does this passage tell you about God?  

[Q]  From what you read here, is God an arrogant hothead? Why or why not? 

[Q]  What do you think God means when he commands Israel to fear him (v. 13)? 

[Q]  Why do you think God is a jealous God (v. 15)? Is it for our ultimate good? Why or why 

not?  

[Q]  Why is destruction ñfrom the face of the landò (v. 15) an appropriate response, on Godôs 

part, to idolatry?  

 Leaderôs Note: God described himself as ñthe LORD your God, who is among you.ò He 
had shown himself as real, relational, compassionate, rescuing, and all -powerful. There 
was no question of his holiness. God must be worshiped as he describes himself. We 
must relate to him on his terms, as he deserves. 

Read 2 Samuel 6:1ï11. 

[Q]  Is God fair in this passage? Why or why not? Should we be scared of him? 

 Leaderôs Note: Exodus 25:14ï15 describes the correct method of moving the ark. 
Uzzah acted without reverence and treated this holy object as common.  

[Q]  What was God angry about here? What does this event tell you about God? His holiness? 

His commands? 

[Q]  In what ways does the church not take Godôs righteous anger seriously? How do we try to 

tame him? 

[Q]  What should reverence toward God look like? 

[Q]  If this is how God reveals himself, how do we reflect Godôs righteous anger in a sinful 

world? 

Teaching point two: Righteous anger confronts evil.  

In the 1976 film Network , television broadcaster Howard Beale rants about the state of the 
world and encourages viewers: ñI want you to get up right now; sit up; go to your windows; 
open them and stick your head out and yell óIôm as mad as hell and Iôm not going to take this 
anymore!ô Things have got to change. But first, youôve gotta get mad!ò Perhaps anger is simply a 
form of love. If we truly love Godôs world, we will stand up and say, ñThis is not how things 
were meant to be, and, by God, they will change!ò Perhaps courtesy and tolerance are 
sometimes just complacency and fear in disguise. 

[Q]  What makes you angry? 

[Q]  Was there ever a time when you were so angry about some injustice that you couldnôt 

keep quiet? If so, tell us about it. 
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Read Exodus 22:21ï24. 

[Q]  What does this passage tell you about Godôs heart?  

[Q]  What does it tell you about the value he places on peopleðespecially the hurting and 

oppressed? 

[Q]  Does Godôs punishment fit the crimes (v. 24)? Why or why not? 

Read John 2:13ï22. 

[Q]  Garret Keizer writes, ñI am unable to commit to any Messiah who doesnôt knock over 

tables.ò Is this true for you? Why or why not? 

[Q]  Does this account make you uncomfortable? If so, how? 

[Q]  What specific actions and words did Jesus utilize? What does this tell you about Jesus? 

[Q]  Why did he take this sort of action? What was being devalued?  

[Q]  How did Jesusô actions affect the merchants? The disciples? The Jews? 

[Q]  Again, Keizer writes, ñAnger is grace both when Christ is cleansing the temple and when 

he is cleansing the lepers.ò How so? 

[Q]  In what instances of injustice does zeal for God consume you and move you toward 

action? 

[Q]  What situations (in your church, your community, your world) should cause righteous 

anger in you? In light of Jesusô zeal, how could you act and speak out against these 
situations? What prevents you from doing so? 

Optional Activity: Distribute a newspaper or weekly news magazine to each member. Scan 
through the pages together and point out stories that might arouse godly anger. Maybe there 
are reports of white -collar crime that affect employees, or systemic injustice that oppresses 
the poor, or actions that devalue life, etc. Pray as a group for these situations and people. 
Pray that your hearts would reflect Godôs heart of righteous anger. Does your small group or 
churchðor certain individuals ðneed to speak out or take action? 

Teaching point three: Righteous anger recognizes God as judge.  

Righteous anger reflects Godôs heart, and it can motivate us to confront injustice like Jesus did. 
But, we have all seen Christiansðor been Christiansðwho take this as license to be judge, jury, 
and executioner. We can rest in the fact that God is the just and ultimate Judge. 

[Q]  In your opinion, when have Christians taken righteous anger too far?  

Read Ephesians 4:26ï27. 
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[Q]  Paul referred to Psalm 4:4 when he wrote, ñIn your anger do not sin.ò What kind of anger 

would not  cross the line into sin? 

[Q]  What would it look like to not let the sun go down while you are angry?  

 Leaderôs Note: This command suggests the good practice of keeping ñshort accountsò 
with those we are angry with. But it is also a directive to lay even our righteous anger 
before God the just Judge. 

[Q]  How could our anger, specifically righteous anger, lead to a foothold for Satan if we are 

not careful? 

Read Psalm 4. 

[Q]  What comfort comes from knowing that God is a righteous God (v. 1), especially in light 

of injustice? 

[Q]  What is the distress from which David is seeking relief (vv. 2ï3)? 

 Leaderôs Note: It seems that David had been falsely accused or slandered by idolaters.  

[Q]  Theologian and teacher Bob Deffinbaugh suggests that ñverses 4 and 5 seem é to be a 

kind of óself talk.ô Here David addresses himself é.ò If this is so, what was David urging 
himself to do regarding his righteous anger?  

[Q]  As David turns over his righteous anger and distress to God in the face of injustice, what 

are the results (vv. 6ï8)?  

[Q]  What instances of righteous anger do you need to trust God for (v. 5)? 

[Q]  How would trust in a righteous God allow you to rest peacefully despite the injustice 

around you (v. 8)? 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Only a Lover can confront corruption, injustice, and deadened souls. We can be thankful that 
our Holy God is a righteous, loving God who is angry over sin and injustice. From that 
understanding  we can and must confront evil with word and deed. We are compelled by Christ 
to be ñfurious with love.ò 

[Q]  How have you or your church acted upon righteous anger? What more might you need to 

say or do? 

[Q]  What in your life has served to deaden your sense of indignation? What has stirred it?  

[Q]  Who do you know that has modeled true righteous anger? 
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[Q]  Where do you need to feel the weight of Godôs righteous anger? Where have you been 

unjust or disobedient lately?  

Action plan: Take time to repent of instances where righteous anger was not acted upon 
because of fear or indifference, or where righteous anger turned into sin. 

Commit to taking the next step in a situation where you have experienced righteous anger. 
Maybe it means writing a letter, confronting  someone, or volunteering with a relief agency, but 
take the next step. 

Invite some people who have acted upon righteous anger to address your small groupðmaybe a 
missionary, an activist, or a visionary high school student. Invite them to share their heart s 
with your group.  

Study by Kyle White, director of Neighborsô House,  
a ministry to at -risk kids in DeKalb, Illinois  

 

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -Whatôs Fueling Your Anger? 

&  Let Justice Roll Down , John Perkins (Regal Books, 2006; ISBN: 0830743073)  

&  The Enigma of Anger: E ssays on a Sometimes Deadly Sin, Garret Keizer (Jossey-
Bass, 2002; ISBN: 0787957283) 

&  The Other Side of Love: Handling Anger in a Godly Way , Gary Chapman (Moody 
Press, 1999; ISBN: 0802467776) 

&  A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches of Mart in Luther King, 
Jr.,  Martin Luther King, James M. Washington, Ed. (HarperSanFrancisco, 1990; 
ISBN: 0060646918)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/whatfuelyour.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=743073&netp_id=457880&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?Ntk=keywords&Ntt=The+Enigma+of+Anger:+Essays+on+a+Sometimes+Deadly+Sin&action=Search&N=0&Ne=0&event=ESRCN&nav_search=1&cms=1&Go.x=25&Go.y=12
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 7 

Understanding God Through His Anger  
We learn a lot about God through what makes h im angry.  

  

     

  

Control your temper, now. Count to ten. Go cool off. Donôt blow a gasket. 
Take an anger management class, you hothead! Obviously, anger is the black 
sheep in the family of emotions. How many books, seminars, and sermons 
teach ways to clamp down on anger? What if anger was intended to be a 
positive thing?  

But sometimes we need to be angry with the kind of anger God stirs upð
righteous angerðso that we will defy evil. How does this emotion reflect the 
heart of God? How could it effect social change? And what keeps it from going 
overboard? This study will discuss these questions. 

  

          
      

 
 

Lesson #7  
 

Scripture:  
Exodus 22:21ï24; Deuteronomy 6:13ï15; 2 Samuel 6:1ï11; Psalm 4; John 2:13ï22; Ephesians 4:26ï27  
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PART 1 

Identify the  Current Issue  

Several books lately have lamented the contemporary Christian value of 
ñniceness.ò They suggest that, unfortunately, the highest calling for 
Christians today is simply to be nice. When was the last time you heard a 
sermon on the virtues of righteous anger? 

Pastor and author Garret Keizer says, ñAnger is grace both when Christ is 
cleansing the temple and when he is cleansing the lepers.ò Jesus is our 
model for righteous anger. Love-induced anger can help us jump into the 
fray of hard hearts and broken people around us, and, as a result, effect 
change. 

 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one:  Righteous anger reflects the heart of a loving God.  
 
 
 

Teaching point two: Righteous anger confronts evil.  
 
 
 

Teaching point three: Rig hteous anger recognizes God as judge.  
 
 
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Only a Lover can confront corruption, injustice, and deadened souls. We can be thankful that 
our Holy God is a righteous, loving God who is angry over sin and injustice. From that 
understanding we can and must confront evil with word and deed. We are compelled by Christ 
to be ñfurious with love.ò 

Study by Kyle White, director of Neighborsô House, a ministry to at-risk kids in 
DeKalb, Illinois  
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Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -Whatôs Fueling Your Anger? 

&  Let Justice Roll Down , John Perkins (Regal Books, 2006; ISBN: 0830743073) 

&  The Enigma of Anger: Essays on a Sometimes Deadly Sin, Garret Keizer (Jossey-
Bass, 2002; ISBN: 0787957283) 

&  The Other Side of Love: Handling Anger in a Godly Way , Gary Chapman (Moody 
Press, 1999; ISBN: 0802467776) 

&  A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.,  Martin Luther King, James M. Washington, Ed. (HarperSanFrancisco, 1990; 
ISBN: 0060646918)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/whatfuelyour.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=743073&netp_id=457880&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?Ntk=keywords&Ntt=The+Enigma+of+Anger:+Essays+on+a+Sometimes+Deadly+Sin&action=Search&N=0&Ne=0&event=ESRCN&nav_search=1&cms=1&Go.x=25&Go.y=12
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 8 

Understanding God Through His Mercy  
Godôs mercy tells us a great deal about him. 

  

     

  

Mercy has been defined as ñkindness in excess of what may be expected by 
fairness.ò If God had been only fair and just with each of us, where would 
we be? But is there a harshness in Godôs mercyðlike a doctorôs frank 
diagnosis that precedes healing? Are there ñconditionsò for receiving Godôs 
mercy? Why do so many people refuse it? What happens to a person who 
truly receives the mercy of God? 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #8  
 

Scripture:  
Exodus 8:1ï15; Psalm 51:1ï2, 10ï13; 119:21, 24; Proverbs 16:2, 25; Jeremiah 17:9 ï10; Daniel 2:1ï23; Matthew 5:1ï12; Mark 5:1ï20; Luke 6:27ï36; 
John 3:19ï21; Acts 9:1ï22; Ephesians 4:21ï32; 1 Timothy 1:12 ï17; 2 Timothy 3:16ï17; Titus 3:3ï8; Hebrews 4:12ï13; James 1:21ï25; 2:12ï26; 1 

Peter 1:3ï5; Jude 1:20ï23; Revelation 3:17ï20 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

Miguel de Cervantes said, ñAmong the attributes of God, although they are 
all equal, mercy shines with even more brilliancy than justice.ò  

[Q]  If God were only just and not merciful, what could each of us 

reasonably expect from him? 

[Q]  Have you ever experienced the harsh aspects of Godôs mercy? If so, 

tell us about it.  

In a CHRISTIANITY TODAY article called ñWhen Mercy Hurts,ò Clifford Williams writes that there 
are three ñrequirementsò for receiving Godôs mercy: (1) Seeing ourselves as we really are; (2) 
Giving up our effort s to justify ourselves; and (3) Being willing to abandon the activities and 
attitudes that need forgiving.  

[Q]  In which of these three areas do you have the greatest personal struggle? Why? 

[Q]  What word other than requirements  do you feel expresses our part in receiving Godôs 

mercy? 

 Leaderôs Note: Some possibilities are: process of, conditions for, steps in.  

[Q]  What are some of the defense mechanisms many of us use to deal with guilt and avoid 

direct confrontation with God?   

 Leaderôs Note: Avoiding bein g alone with God; refusing to believe the truth about 
ourselves; pride; self -flattery; busyness with many activities that bring self -esteem; 
comparison with others.  

[Q]  How do you distinguish between a healthy involvement in life and a self-deluding over-

involvement in activities?  

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one:  Until we understand our own unworthiness, we will never 
understand Godôs mercy. 

Life magazine once did an issue titled ñWho Is God?ò which asked that question of people from 
all over the world. One interview was with ñDavid B,ò identified as ñthe illegitimate son of a 
French tobacconist, [who] began to steal when he was 13 and [was then] in the fourth year of a 
21-year sentence for murdering a man during an armed holdup.ò His statement captured the 
power of guilt and grace: 
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I didnôt set out to kill him, but I did soðand in cold bloodðwhen it seemed necessary. 
I didnôt give it another thought at the time. I thought that I would shrug it off the way 

I had successfully ignored all my other crimes. 

But I soon discovered that a man who commits murder sets himself apart from all 

other human beings for the rest of his life. One day I woke and felt that I had been 
permanently stained by my act. The feeling grew so strong that I was a lmost relieved 

to be caught. The feeling of horror, of disgust, of shame grew. I consulted a priest in 

prison. He gave me a Bible and, as I began to read, I was somewhat comforted, not 
initially by a sense of Godôs forgiveness but by the conviction that He was present. The 

sense of separation I felt suggested the existence of a Being who was offended, who 
cared. 

What most impresses me now is the mercy of God, his refusal to be shocked by 
anything I could do. The God I know is a knowing but forgiving God. He  can forgive all 

the more because he is nobodyôs fool. I still feel guilty, but I can feel calm and serene 
about my guilt. I can face it because I know that I am not alone in the universe. 2 

[Q]  Why is it so difficult for us to gain a true picture of ourse lves from introspection alone? 

ü Proverbs 16:2, 25 

ü Jeremiah 17:9ï10 

ü John 3:19ï21 

ü Revelation 3:17ï20 

 Leaderôs Note: The Bible describes the human condition and our bent toward self -
deception. 

[Q]  How does the Bible enable us to see ourselves as we really are? 

ü Psalm 119:21, 24 

ü 2 Timothy 3:16ï17 

ü Hebrews 4:12ï13 

ü James 1:21ï25 

[Q]  Share an instance in which the Bible played a key role in changing your view of yourself. 

 Leaderôs Note: Keep in mind that while the Bible alters our self -image by exposing our 
sin, it  also encourages those who are burdened by false guilt to see themselves as they 
are in Christ.  

Teaching point two:  Godôs mercy enables us to start a new life. 

In the article ñWho Is God?ò David continued: ñI am convinced the Bible has a lot more than 
guil t to teach me. But it is hard. I feel newborn before this religion and defenseless before the 

                                                        

2 "Who Is God?" Life  (December 1990), p. 52. 
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intensity of my feelings. I have always been violent. I am hoping that God may help me to have 
a little self -control. God, let me learn to be reasonable.ò 

[Q]  How is receiving Godôs mercy linked with the power to live a new life? 

ü Psalm 51:1ï2, 10ï13 

ü Titus 3:3ï8 

ü 1 Peter 1:3ï5 

ü Jude 1:20ï23 

[Q]  How did each of the following people respond to the mercy of God? 

ü PharaohðExodus 8:1ï15 

ü DanielðDaniel 2:1ï23 

ü The demon-possessed manðMark 5:1ï20 

ü PaulðActs 9:1ï22; 1 Timothy 1:12ï17 

Teaching point three:  Godôs mercy makes us compassionate toward others. 

On the morning of October 2, 2006, a troubled milkman named Charles Carl Roberts 
barricaded himself inside the West Nickel Mine Amish School, ultimately murdering five young 
girls and wounding six others. Roberts committed suicide when police arrived on the scene. It 
was a dark day for the Amish community of West Nickel Mines, but it was also a dark day for 
Marie Robertsðthe wife of the gunmanðand her two young children.  

But on the following Saturday, Marie experienced something truly countercultural while 
attending her husbandôs funeral. That day, she and her children watched as Amish familiesð
about half of the 75 mourners presentðcame and stood alongside them in the midst of their 
own blinding grief. Despite the crime the man had perpetrated, the Amish came to mourn 
Charles Carl Robertsða husband and father. 

Bruce Porter, a fire department chaplain who attended the service, described what moved him 
most about the gesture: ñItôs the love, the forgiveness, the heartfelt forgiveness they have 
toward the family. I broke down and cried seeing it displayed.ò He added that Marie Roberts 
was also touched. ñShe was absolutely, deeply moved by the love shown.ò 3 

[Q]  What practical expressions of mercy toward others should characterize our lives as 

Christians? 

ü Matthew 5:1ï12 

ü Luke 6:27ï36 

ü Ephesians 4:21ï32 

ü James 2:12ï26 

                                                        
3 ñAmish Mourn Gunman in School Rampage,ò USA Today (10-7-06). 
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PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Frederick William Faber said, ñThereôs a wideness in Godôs mercy like the wideness of the sea; /  
Thereôs a kindness in His justice which is more than liberty.ò  

ñHis thoughts said, óThere are some things that I cannot forget.ô His Father said, óThe 
humbling memory will help thee to walk softly with Me a nd tenderly with others.ôò 

ðAmy Carmichael  

[Q]  What message does the Christian faith hold for a person who: 

ü Is overwhelmed by a sense of guilt? How would you respond to a person who said, 
ñIôve gone too far and done too many bad things. Iôm beyond the mercy of Godò? 

ü Has no feeling of guilt or remorse at all? 

 Leaderôs Note: Try to think of someone in the Bible who came to Jesus inquiring about 
eternal life, who had no apparent sense of guilt or personal failure. What did Jesus tell 
that person? How did that  person respond? 

[Q]  What personal experience stands out to you as a very meaningful example of Godôs 

mercy? 

[Q]  What do you feel are the keys to our having a greater awareness and experience of the 

mercy of God? 

[Q]  As you grow older in your Christian faith, is your sense of Godôs mercy growing or fading? 

Why? 

[Q]  Where does Christôs death on the cross fit into the big picture of Godôs mercy? 

[Q]  How does our awareness of the cross and its meaning affect our daily sense of Godôs 

mercy in our lives? 

Action Point:  Close by singing a hymn that expresses the mercy of God. Suggestions: ñThereôs 
a Wideness in Godôs Mercyò; ñGod Is Love; His Mercy Brightens.ò  

ð Study Guide by David C. McCasland 



LEADERôS GUIDE 

Understanding God Through His Mercy  
Page 6 

 

É 2008 Å CH R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

Vis i t  Sma l lGroups.com and Chr is t ianB ib leStud ies.com  

 

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -The Beatitudes: Happiness Is a Serious Business 

-Justice for All, One at a Time 

&  The Wisdom of Tenderness: What Happens When Godôs Fierce Mercy Transforms 
Our Lives, Brennan Manning (HarperSanFran cisco, 2004; ISBN-13: 9780060724467) 

&  All of Grace, Charles H. Spurgeon (Whitaker House Publishers; ISBN-13: 
9780883688 571) 

&  The Knowledge of the Holy , A. W. Tozer (HarperSanFrancisco, 1978; ISBN-13: 
9780060684129)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/behaissebu.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/juforaloneat.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=724463&netp_id=336478&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=724463&netp_id=336478&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=688573&netp_id=302893&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=7310&netp_id=136426&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 8 

Understanding God Through His Mercy  
Godôs mercy tells us a great deal about him. 

  

     

  

Mercy has been defined as ñkindness in excess of what may be expected by 
fairness.ò If God had been only fair and just with each of us, where would 
we be? But is there a harshness in Godôs mercyðlike a doctorôs frank 
diagnosis that precedes healing? Are there ñconditionsò for receiving Godôs 
mercy? Why do so many people refuse it? What happens to a person who 
truly receives the mercy of God? 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #8  
 

Scripture:  
Exodus 8:1ï15; Psalm 51:1ï2, 10ï13; 119:21, 24; Proverbs 16:2, 25; Jeremiah 17:9 ï10; Daniel 2:1ï23; Matthew 5:1ï12; Mark 5:1ï20; Luke 6:27ï36; 
John 3:19ï21; Acts 9:1ï22; Ephesians 4:21ï32; 1 Timoth y 1:12ï17; 2 Timothy 3:16ï17; Titus 3:3ï8; Hebrews 4:12ï13; James 1:21ï25; 2:12ï26; 1 

Peter 1:3ï5; Jude 1:20ï23; Revelation 3:17ï20 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

 

Miguel de Cervantes said, ñAmong the attributes of God, although they are 
all equal, mercy shines with even more brilliancy than justice.ò  

 

 

 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one:  Until we understand our own unworthiness, we will never 
understand Godôs mercy. 
 
 

Teaching point two:  Godôs mercy enables us to start a new life . 
 
 

Teaching point three:  Godôs mercy makes us compassionate toward others. 
 
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

Frederick William Faber said, ñThereôs a wideness in Godôs mercy like the wideness of the sea; /  
Thereôs a kindness in His justice which is more than liberty.ò  

ñHis thoughts said, óThere are some things that I cannot forget.ô His Father said, óThe 
humbling memory will help thee to walk softly with Me and tenderly with others.ôò 

ðAmy Carmichael  

ð Study Guide by David C. McCasland 
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Additional Resourc es 

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -The Beatitudes: Happiness Is a Serious Business 

-Justice for All, One at a Time 

&  The Wisdom of Tenderness: What Happens When Godôs Fierce Mercy Transforms 
Our Lives, Brennan Manning (HarperSanFrancisco, 2004; ISBN -13: 9780060724467) 

&  All of Grace, Charles H. Spurgeon (Whitaker House Publishers; ISBN -13: 
9780883688571) 

&  The Knowledge of the Holy , A. W. Tozer (HarperSanFrancisco, 1978; ISBN-13: 
9780060684129)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/behaissebu.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/juforaloneat.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=724463&netp_id=336478&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=724463&netp_id=336478&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=688573&netp_id=302893&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=7310&netp_id=136426&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 9 

Understanding God Through Our Pain  
Learning from Job what God is like.  

  

     

  

Whether it is lost possessions, family problems, poor health, a career 
failure, or some other personal struggle, we can all identify with Jobôs 
plight. Why do Christians experience hardship? Why does God permitð
even encourageðJob-like tests of faith? Do our responses to these tests 
make a difference? What do they tell us about God? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #9  

 
Scripture References:  

 Job 1:6ï12; 13:15; 42:1 ï3; Daniel 10:2ï5, 11ï14; Romans 8:19; Ephesians 3:7ï12; Philippians 1:20; Hebrews 12:4ï13 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included at 
the end of this study).  

What happens to our prayers after we send them out? For 300 people who 
were living in the New Jersey area, the answer to that question is not very 
encouraging. 

Bill Lacovara was fishing on the coast of Atlantic City, New Jersey, when he 
spotted a plastic bag floating in the water. Inside, he found about 300 
prayers that had been mailed to a local pastorðmost of which were 
unopened. The pastor had died two years earlier, and authorities speculated 
that the letters had been dumped as garbage when his house was cleaned out. 

Some of the prayers were rather frivolous. For example, one man asked that God help him win 
the lottery é twice. ñIôm still praying to hit the lottery twice,ò he wrote. ñFirst the $50,000ð
then, after some changes have taken place, let me hit the millionaire.ò 

But many of the letters were heartbreaking. They came from anguished spouses, children, and 
widows, all crying out to God. Some prayed for relatives who were using drugs, gambling, or 
cheating on them. One man wrote from prison, saying that he was innocent and wanted to be 
back home with his family. A teenager poured out her heart on yellow-lined paper in the 
curlicue handwriting of a schoolgirl, begging God to forgive her and asking for a second chance. 
ñLord, I know that I have had an abortion, and I killed one of your angels,ò she wrote. ñThere is 
not a day that goes by that I donôt think about the mistake I made.ò 

Lacovara was saddened that so many prayers had been tossed away, unheeded. ñHow many 
letters like this all over the world arenôt being opened or answered?ò he wondered. ñThere are 
hundreds of lives here, a lot of struggle, washed up on the beach.ò 4 

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  When was the last time you felt betrayed by God? How did you resolve your hurt?  

[Q]  If you are facing hardship now, what did you find especially discouraging in this story of 

the New Jersey prayers? 

[Q]  What do you think is the real question and point of the Book of Job? 

ü Why do we tend to put God on trial when we read Job? Who is really on trial? 

[Q]  Job and his friends agreed that a just, loving, and powerful God ought to follow certain 

rules on earth. Do you agree or disagree with them? Why? 

                                                        

4 Wayne Perry, ñLetters to God End Up in Ocean, Unread,ò Associated Press (11-3-06) 
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PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one:  God knows more than  we do.  

ñThe school of faith teaches us to trust God to solve our problems. And then, for a graduate 
course, it teaches us to trust God when He chooses not to solve our problems.ôô 

 ðStephen Board 

Read Job 1:6ï12. 

[Q]  Is Satanôs challenge to God simply a wager for sport, or is something greater at stake? 

Explain.  

[Q]  What accusation does Satan make against Job?  

[Q]  If Satanôs accusation is correct, how does this reflect poorly on God? 

[Q]  Why do you love God?  

ü If Satan made the same accusation against you, would it stick? Explain.  

Read Job 13:15. 

[Q]  What claims did Job make?  

ü Did he live up to those claims? 

ü Does Jobôs first claim entitle him to the second? Why or why not? 

ü Does God ever owe us an opportunity to ñargue our waysò before him? Will we all 
have a chance to do this?  

  Leaderôs Note: Read Romans 14:10ï12. 

ü Which of these claims describes your attitude toward God? 

ü Will some Christians have to live up to the first claim?  

Leaderôs Note: Consider the martyrs and apostles and modern prisoners in 
oppressive nations. 

[Q]  Does the fact that God was involved in this test make it difficult for you to trust and hope 

in him? Why or why not?  

Teaching point two:  We should translate our pain into faithfulness to God.  

[Q]  Read Philippians 1:20. How is Paul willing to glorify God? What cost is he willing to pay? 

ü How is Paulôs attitude like Jobôs attitude? 

ü What priority should pleasure and physical comfort have in the Christian life? Why?  
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[Q]  How do the following passages demonstrate that our choices of faith matter not just to us 

and our own destiny but to God? Who depends on our most private faith decisions? 
Consider: 

ü Daniel 10:2ï5, 11ï14. How long did Daniel pray and act out his faith regarding his 
need? How did this affect the heavenly messenger? 

ü Romans 8:19 

ü Ephesians 3:7ï12 

[Q]  Read Hebrews 12:4ï13. Why does this writer say God disciplines or tests us?  

ü How does this differ from the reason he tested Job? 

ü How does Godôs discipline benefit us personally? 

ü Did Job benefit in this way? Explain.  

ü Why should verses 10 and 11 encourage us? 

[Q]  Read Job 42:1ï3. Why was Job able to challenge God, yet triumph in the end?  

ü How does Job ultimately pass the test? What did Job cling to? 

ü Why did this matter to Godðand Satan? 

[Q]  If you are familiar with the Book of Job, how do the arguments of Jobôs friends resemble 

popular teachings on suffering and healing? How does the book refute these notions? 

 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

ñOn that Day [of Judgment] we shall spit upon ourselves and say: Shame on you that you 
were not bolder to bel ieve Christ and that you preferred all manner of evil. If I knew now the 
great glory that is to follow, I would let everyone walk over me.ò 

 ðMartin Luther  

[Q]  In Jobôs boldness, he demanded an audience with God and questioned Godôs justness, yet 

God vindicated Job. Is it okay to get mad at God? Why or why not? 

[Q]  Why did God allow Jobôs bold questions?  

ü How did he respond?  

ü Where is the line between honest, questioning anguish and irreverence? 

[Q]  If the way we respond to trials matters and has cosmic significance, what should we 

remember when we face hardships? What is the most helpful principle you have gained 
from this discussion? 
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[Q]  How can you respond to well-meaning Christians who subscribe to the beliefs and 

attitudes of Jobôs friends? 

Action Point : Are you or someone you know struggling with hardship? How can the 
principles of this study help you or that person? Ask the others in your group to pray 
concerning this. 

 

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
 -Finding God in Our Pain  

-Turning to God in Our Pain  
-Psalms: Managing Our Emotions 
-Godôs Purposes in Our Suffering 
-Perspectives on Suffering 

&  A Path Through Suffering: Discovering the Relationship Between Godôs Mercy and 
Our Pain , Elisabeth Elliot (Gospel Li ght; ISBN-13: 9780830734696) 

&  Your Scars Are Beautiful to God: Discovering the Purpose in the Pain of Your Past , 
Sharon Jaynes (Harvest House Publishers, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780736916103) 

&  When God Lets You Down: Trusting Again After Pain and Loss, Alex Gee (Inter-
varsity Press, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780830833979) 

&  Where Is God When it Hurts? , Philip Yancey (Zondervan, 1997; ISBN-13: 
9780310214373) 

&  Disappointment with God: Three Questions No One Asks Aloud , Philip Yancey 
(Zondervan, 1992; ISBN-13: 9780310517818) 

&  Can God Be Trusted in Our Trials? Tony Evans (Moody Publishers, 2004; ISBN-13: 
9780802443793)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/figodinourpa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/tutogodinour.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/psmaourem.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/gopuinoursu.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/peonsu.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=734694&netp_id=330041&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=734694&netp_id=330041&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=916105&netp_id=437706&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=833978&netp_id=460987&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=0214378&netp_id=125040&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=51781&event=CF
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=443796&event=CF
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 9 

Understanding Go d Through Our Pain  
Learning from Job what God is like.  

  

     

  

Whether it is lost possessions, family problems, poor health, a career 
failure, or some other personal struggle, we can all identify with Jobôs 
plight. Why do Christians experience hardship? Why does God permitð
even encourageðJob-like tests of faith? Do our responses to these tests 
make a difference? What do they tell us about God? 

  

          
     

 
Lesson #9  

 
Scripture References:  

 Job 1:6ï12; 13:15; 42:1 ï3; Daniel 10:2ï5, 11ï14; Romans 8:19; Ephesians 3:7ï12; Philippians 1:20; Hebrews 12:4ï13 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

What happens to our prayers after we send them out? For 300 people who were living in the 
New Jersey area, the answer to that question is not very encouraging. 

Bill Lacovara was fishing on the coast of Atlantic City, New Jersey, when he spotted a plastic 
bag floating in the water. Inside, he found about 300 prayers that had been mailed to a local 
pastorðmost of which were unopened. The pastor had died two years earlier, and authorities 
speculated that the letters had been dumped as garbage when his house was cleaned out. 

Some of the prayers were rather frivolous. For example, one man asked that God help him win 
the lottery é twice. ñIôm still praying to hit the lottery twice,ò he wrote. ñFirst the $50,000ð
then, after some changes have taken place, let me hit the millionaire.ò 

But many of the letters were heartbreaking. They came from anguished spouses, children, and 
widows, all crying out to God. Some prayed for relatives who were using drugs, gambling, or 
cheating on them. One man wrote from prison, saying that he was innocent and wanted to be 
back home with his family. A teenager poured out her heart on yellow-lined paper in the 
curlicue handwriting of a schoolgirl,  begging God to forgive her and asking for a second chance. 
ñLord, I know that I have had an abortion, and I killed one of your angels,ò she wrote. ñThere is 
not a day that goes by that I donôt think about the mistake I made.ò 

Lacovara was saddened that so many prayers had been tossed away, unheeded. ñHow many 
letters like this all over the world arenôt being opened or answered?ò he wondered. ñThere are 
hundreds of lives here, a lot of struggle, washed up on the beach.ò 5 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Princip les  

Teaching point one:  God knows more than we do.  
 
 

Teaching point two:  We should translate our pain into faithfulness to God.  
 
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

ñOn that Day [of Judgment] we shall spit upon ourselves and say: Shame on you that you 
were not bolder to believe Christ and that you preferred all manner of evil. If I knew now the 
great glory that is to follow, I would let everyone walk over me.ò 

                                                        

5 Wayne Perry, ñLetters to God End Up in Ocean, Unread,ò Associated Press (11-3-06). 
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 ðMartin Luther  

 

Additional Resources  

: ChristianBible Studies.com 
 -Finding God in Our Pain  

-Turning to God in Our Pain  
-Psalms: Managing Our Emotions 
-Godôs Purposes in Our Suffering 
-Perspectives on Suffering 

&  A Path Through Suffering: Discovering the Relationship Between Godôs Mercy and 
Our Pain , Elisabeth Elliot (Gospel Light; I SBN-13: 9780830734696) 

&  Your Scars Are Beautiful to God: Discovering the Purpose in the Pain of Your Past , 
Sharon Jaynes (Harvest House Publishers, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780736916103) 

&  When God Lets You Down: Trusting Again After Pain and Loss , Alex Gee (Inter-
varsity Press, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780830833979) 

&  Where Is God When it Hurts? , Philip Yancey (Zondervan, 1997; ISBN-13: 
9780310214373) 

&  Disappointment with God: Three Questions No One Asks Aloud , Philip Yancey 
(Zondervan, 1992; ISBN-13: 9780310517818) 

&  Can God Be Trusted in Our Trials? Tony Evans (Moody Publishers, 2004; ISBN-13: 
9780802443793)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/figodinourpa.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/tutogodinour.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/psmaourem.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/gopuinoursu.html
http://biblestudies.stores.yahoo.net/peonsu.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=734694&netp_id=330041&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=734694&netp_id=330041&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=916105&netp_id=437706&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=833978&netp_id=460987&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=0214378&netp_id=125040&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=51781&event=CF
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=443796&event=CF
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LEADERôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 10 

Understanding God Through  
His Protection  

If God is faithful to protect his people, why is life still so hard?  

  

     

  

Itôs one of the oldest and strongest arguments against the existence of a 
loving, all -powerful God: Bad things happen to good people. When we 
experience pain and loss, we have to find a way to reconcile biblical words 
of comfort with lifeôs episodes of intense suffering. 

From what, and whom, does God promise to protect us? How does Godôs 
protection manifest itself? When can we expect it? What does that tell us 
about him? 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #10  
 

Scripture:  
Matthew 10; Romans 2:5ï11; 1 Corinthians 15:12ï19; Ephesians 6:10ï18; Revelation 20:11ï15 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Participantôs Guide (included 
at the end of this study).  

Protection is big business in America these days. Advertisements for 
medications, sunscreens, insurance, automobiles, credit cards, and many 
more products all promise protection from one hazard or another. 
According to a July 23, 2005, Washington Post  article, nearly one-third of 
American homes now have electronic security systems, up from just two 
percent 25 years ago. The creation of the Department of Homeland 
Security in 2002 has prompted increased spending on everything from 
hidden cameras and metal detectors to large-scale disaster drills. 
Americans are scared, and theyôre grasping for something to take the fear 
away. 

A look at the television schedule underlines this point. Crime dramas continue to proliferate, 
frightening vi ewers with packaged horrors and then soothing them with neat solutions. 
Supernatural thrillers capitalize on the unsettled mood, while political shows offer fictional 
heroes in high places. NBC Entertainment president Kevin Reilly summed up the creative 
environment: ñThese are paranoid times. Whoôs friend [and] whoôs foe? Whatôs in our interest 
in national security? That was definitely on our mind.ò 

Discussion starters:  

[Q]  Do you enjoy scary movies and TV shows? Why or why not?  

[Q]  Have you modified your life in response to September 11 or other recent tragedies? Do 

you know people who have? If so, how?  

[Q]  Do you think that Americans are more anxious today than during other eras, such as the 

Cold War, World War II, or the Great Depression? Why or why not ? 

[Q]  In your opinion, are Christians any more or less paranoid than anyone else? To the extent 

that Christians do seem paranoid, how does this harm their witness? 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Our enemies might not be Godôs enemies.  

Reflecting on the psalms, we note that Israelôs enemies were by definition Godôs enemies, while 
our apparent enemies are not. In her CHRISTIANITY TODAY article ñCan I Really Expect God to 
Protect Me?ò Nancy Guthrie wrote, ñWhen we think about enemies, we think about bosses who 
seem out to get us, former spouses who want to ruin us, rivals who want to defeat us, and 
people who have hurt us. We think of those with ideologies and agendas at cross-purposes with 
ours. The truth is, we are much more concerned about having God on our side to protect our 
own interests and reputation than we are about being on Godôs side, seeking after his glory and 
ultimate victory.ò When an earthly enemy assails us, then, the problem is not a flaw in Godôs 



LEADERôS GUIDE 

Understanding God Through  His Protection  
Page 3 

 

É 2006 Å CH R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

Vis i t  Sma l lGroups.com and Chr is t ianB ib leStud ies.com  

protection but a m isunderstanding of his promises. Read Ephesians 6:10ï18, which clarifies 
the identity of our real enemy, details our defenses, and tells us how to call for help. 

[Q]  Whom do you consider your enemy?  

[Q]  How can we tell if an apparent enemy is of the ñflesh and bloodò variety or an agent of 

ñthe powers of this dark worldò and ñthe spiritual forces of evilò?  

[Q]  What is the difference between asking God to be on our side and seeking to be on Godôs 

side? Give examples of a prayer of the first sort and a prayer of the second sort. 

[Q]  This passage seems to define our struggles narrowly, emphasizing the spiritual dimension 

far above all other aspects of our existence. Yet it ends with an exhortation to ñpray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.ò Does verse 18 mean that 
God is interested in our ñflesh and bloodò problems, too? Or are spiritual challenges 
possibly more pervasive than we realize?  

ü Is there anything Christians should never pray for?  

Teaching point two: Our prioritie s might not be Godôs priorities. 

Read Matthew 10.  

Jesusô commissioning speech to his disciples is hardly a pep talk. The twelve likely hoped for 
assurance of success in a mission that would bring about a recovery of Israelôs greatness and a 
defeat of the oppressive Romans. Instead, Jesus promised countless hardships on the road to a 
victory so distant no one could name the date of its arrival. This is not exactly the assignment 
the disciplesðor any of us, for that matterðsigned up for. 

[Q]  Do you think Jesusô dire warnings of suffering and persecution applied specifically to the 

disciples, or do they apply to all Christians?  

ü How can we square this passage with Jesusô words at the end of Matthew 11: ñMy 
yoke is easy and my burden is lightò? 

[Q]  In contempor ary America, hardly any Christians are arrested, flogged, or hated because 

of Jesus. So what does it look like, here and now, to take up a cross and follow him?  

ü Would American Christians be healthier, spiritually, if they faced more persecution?  

[Q]  Based in part on this passage, Guthrie concluded in her article, ñGod cares more about 

our spiritual health than our physical health. Our bodies are going to die. Our souls are 
going to live forever. And Godôs ability to protect our souls from eternal judgment and 
eternal death is more significant than his ability to protect our bodies from disease or 
death.ò Do you agree with this assessment? Do you pray as if you agree with it? Do you 
find it reassuring or discouraging, and why? 

[Q]  If physical health is a matter of relative indifference to God, why did Jesus perform so 

many healings? On the other hand, if God is concerned with physical health, why do 
Christians suffer and die at the same rate as everybody else?  
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ü What Scriptures or other sources of guidance might Christians draw upon to think 
through this conundrum?  

Optional activity:  As a group, analyze and/or sing Martin Lutherôs famous hymn ñA 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.ò (For lyrics and musical accompaniment, visit 
http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh110.sht .) Note particularly the relative weight Luther 
gives to physical and spiritual realities in verse 4, which ends: ñLet goods and kindred go, this 
mortal life also; / the body they may kill, Godôs truth abideth still; / his kingdom is forever.ò 

Teaching point three: Our timing might not be Godôs timing. 

If our prayers were filed by category, the biggest box would probably contain the ñarrow 
prayersò: ñOh Lord, help me now!ò But as the disciples learned, God is often less worried about 
the ñnowò than we are. Read Romans 2:5ï11, 1 Corinthians 15:12ï19, and Revelation 20:11ï15. 
These passages allow us to glimpse the key events on Godôs schedule. The larger these events 
loom in our consciousness, the smaller our immediate problems will appear.  

[Q]  How often do you think about things such as resurrection and judgment? What feelings 

do such subjects evokeðanxiety, confusion, elation, impatience, skepticism?  

[Q]  Why does the Bible say as much as it does about events that will occur at the end of time? 

Why doesnôt it give even more details? Would you rather know more or less about 
resurrection and judgment? Why? 

[Q]  Does the knowledge that God will defend you on Judgment Day sustain you through 

earthly trials, o r do the two situations seem completely disconnected? Are you ever 
tempted to reverse 1 Corinthians 15:19, ñIf only for the next life we have hope in Christ, 
we are to be pitied more than all menò?  

[Q]  Walter Rauschenbusch, an architect of the early 20th-century social-gospel movement, 

once wrote, ñWhich will do more to make our lives spiritual and release us from the 
tyranny of the world, the thought that we may at any moment enter into the presence of 
the Lord, or the thought that every moment we are in the presence of the Lord?ò How 
would you answer his question? 

Optional activity:  Recite as a group the first question and answer from the Heidelberg 
Catechism, a statement of faith professed by Reformed churches from the 16th century to the 
present:  

 [Q] What is your only comfort in life and death?  

 [A ]  That I am not my own, but belong body and soul, both in life and in death, to my 

faithful savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, 
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also preserves me in such a way 
that without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all 
things must work together for my salvation. Therefore by his Holy Spirit he also assures 
me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for him.  

http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh110.sht
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PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

In an address delivered January 6, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt listed four 
ñessential human freedomsò: freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and 
freedom from fear. He wished to see these freedoms available to all people and saw in them ña 
definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own time and generation.ò We do not live in 
that world. Our world is both more terrible and more ho peful.  

[Q]  What do you fear most? What would happen to your faith if that fear came true?  

Action Points:  Do you hold any grudges against God for not protecting you or a loved one 
from an earthly tragedy? How can you let those grudges go? If you do not struggle with such 
feelings, what might you say to someone who does? 

God has not promised us immediate freedom from want or fear. He has offered no guarantees 
against pain, sickness, loneliness, or loss. Yet he has made some glorious promises. What is one 
scriptural promise you can carry with you into the teeth of lifeôs storms? 

ðStudy prepared by Elesha Coffman, graduate student and former managing 
editor of CHRISTIAN H ISTORY & BIOGRAPHY. 

Recommended Resources  

: ChristianBibleStudies.com 
-A Better Look at Godôs Face 
-Godôs Purposes in Our Suffering 
-When God Says No 

 -Finding God in Our Pain  

&  Fear Not: Facing Our Fears Through Godôs Love, Criswell Freeman (Thomas 
Nelson/W, 2005; ISBN: 1404185569)  

&  Holding On to Hope , Nancy Guthrie (Tyndale House, 2002; ISBN: 0842364188)  

&  How Can It Be All Right When Everything Is All Wrong?,  Lewis B. Smedes (Random 
House, 1999; ISBN: 0877883580) 

&  A Mighty Fortress: Meditations on the Sufficiency of God , T. M. Moore (Christian 
Focus Public, 2003; ISBN: 1857928687) 

&  Spiritual Protection , Lance Lambert (Baker Book House, 2004; ISBN: 0800793668)  

 

http://www.christianbiblestudies.com/
http://store.yahoo.com/biblestudies/betlookatgod.html
http://store.yahoo.com/biblestudies/gopuinoursu.html
http://store.yahoo.com/biblestudies/whengodsaysno.html
http://store.yahoo.com/biblestudies/figodinourpa.html
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=85560&netp_id=365910&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=30126X&netp_id=339276&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=28684&netp_id=310153&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=793668&netp_id=332598&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTôS GUIDE FOR STUDY 10 

Understand ing God Through 
His Protection  

If God is faithful to protect his people, why is life still so hard?  

  

     

  

Itôs one of the oldest and strongest arguments against the existence of a 
loving, all -powerful God: Bad things happen to good people. When we 
experience pain and loss, we have to find a way to reconcile biblical words 
of comfort with lifeôs episodes of intense suffering. 

From what, and whom, does God promise to protect us? How does Godôs 
protection manifest itself? When can we expect it? What does that tell us 
about him? 

  

          
     

 
 

Lesson #10  
 

Scripture:  
Matthew 10; Romans 2:5ï11; 1 Corinthians 15:12ï19; Ephesians 6:10ï18; Revelation 20:11ï15 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue  

Protection is big business in America these days. Advertisements for 
medications, sunscreens, insurance, automobiles, credit cards, and many 
more products all promise protection from one hazard or another. 
According to a July 23, 2005, Washington Post  article, nearly one-third of 
American homes now have electronic security systems, up from just two 
percent 25 years ago. The creation of the Department of Homeland 
Security in 2002 has prompted increased spending on everything from 
hidden cameras and metal detectors to large-scale disaster drills. 
Americans are scared, and theyôre grasping for something to take the fear 
away. 

 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles  

Teaching point one: Our enemies might not be Godôs enemies. 
 
 

Teaching point two: Our priorities might not be Godôs priorities. 
 
 

Teaching point three: Our timing might not be Godôs timing. 
 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings  

In an address delivered January 6, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt listed four 
ñessential human freedomsò: freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and 
freedom from fear. He wished to see these freedoms available to all people and saw in them ña 
definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own time and generation.ò We do not live in 
that world. Our world is both more terrible and more hopeful.  

ðStudy prepared b y Elesha Coffman, graduate student and former managing 
editor of CHRISTIAN H ISTORY & BIOGRAPHY. 




