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Leader 6s Gui de

How to use the fAWho | s CothriBblejudiastcomrer |y series by

Welcome to the CHRISTIANBIBLESTUDIEEOMq u ar t er | y seri es. Youdbve purchased an
resource that will help you think realistically and practically about who God is. It will help you

understand what the Scriptures have to say about him, a nd how to make him a part of your

daily experience.

In this quarterly pack, we look at the scriptural truth about God. These handouts can be used
for personal study, but can also be used in a Sunday school class or small group.

1. Selectastudy: Inthisquarterly pack of Bible studies, youol|l find

Understanding God Through the Trinity
Understanding God Through the Cross
Understanding God Through the Resurrection
Understanding God Through His Blessings
Understanding God Through Freedom and Grace
Understanding God Through His Love and Power
Understanding God Through His Anger
Understanding God Through His Mercy
Understanding God Through Our Pain
Understanding God Through His Protection
Understanding God Through His Choices
Understanding God Through Our Experiences

[ ent-R nt-I et ent ent- en-RN en-RN entB en-RN en- R entiN e

2. Photocopy the handout. Make up to 1,000 photocopies at no additional cost, as long as
you are using the material in a church or educational setting and are not charging for it.

3. Prepare for the discussion. As the leader, review the material supplied. We recommend
you read the Leaderés Guide and study carefully before | e

Interested in other Bible studies not included in this quarterly packet? Visit our website at
www.ChristianBibleStudies.com,

To contact the editors, please email CBS@christianitytoday.com.
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LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 1

Understanding God Through the Trinity

We better understand God when we better understand the Trinity.

At the very heart of Christian bel.i
central that one of the greatest theologians of the 20th century, Karl Barth,

said, ATrinity is t heod@haTrinityofthaeain ang m
co-equal and yet distinct, called the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This study will ask: What does it mean that God is a trinity? Why do we believe
it? Where do we find it in the Bible? Is this philosophical nonsense or vital to
our understanding of God? What difference can the doctrine of a triune God
make in our lives?

Lesson #1

Scripture:
John 10:22i 38; 13:311 32; 15:26; 17:1 1 5; Romans 5:5; 8:261 27; 11:331 36; Ephesians 1:17; Hebrews 7:24i 25; 1 John 2:5i 6; 4:16

Based on:
The sermon A6Trinityd: The Chr i $#rREACANGOMecone f or God, 0 by Matt
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

Note to | eader. Provide each perso Participantos
at the end of this stuay).
TheTrinity is not simple. But, if vy about it, most

simple. For instance, every one of the trillions of cells in your body is
incredibly complex. Even the proteins in your cells are complex. Family

relationships are complicated. Footba | | is complex. Mo candt figure
out our $20 digital alarm clock. And yet, for some reason, when it comes
to God, we want simple answers; we to think E

want a God who is less mysterious than an alarm clock?

The 19th-century philosopher Kant once said that the idea of the Trinity
fhas no practical rel evance at all é whether we are to w
Divinity makes no differenced in how we |live our |ife. | <
Understanding and experiencing d and please notice that word experiencingd the Trinity has
enormous implications for our everyday life.
Discussion starters:
Q| How would you explain the Trinity?
Q| What difference do you think it makes that God is triune?

Q| Why must we accept the truth of a triune God to understand God?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God is one.

The Trinity isndt just a concept. The triune God is prese
easy for us to ap pppoahinga ftdgfdr dissectiond somethidg we caa
pl ace on a table, cut apart, and explain with detached ol

alive and utterly wild 8 the most alive and wild being in the cosmos.

What do Christians mean when they talk about a triune God? First of all, we believe that God is
oned we are not bi-theists or tri -theists. Thus we can and should pray with our Jewish friends

the great prayer called the Shema: #AHear, O |Israel: The I
LordyourGod with all your heart and with all your soul and w
(Deuteronomy 6:47 5). And although every follower of Jesus breathed the air of radical

monotheism, they also met Jesus. And when Jesus said thir

(John 10:30), and when they saw Jesus do things that only God could d& forgive sins, control
the forces of natured they knew that they had met God in the flesh. And then, as Jesus had
promised over and over again, they also experienced the indwelling power of tie Holy Spirit.
Christians did not start talking about the Trinity because they liked the number three; they did
so to make sense out of the way God had come to them as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

\\M ':
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Read John 10:22 38.

Q| Why were the Jews so reluctant b believe that Jesus was the Christ (Messiah)?

Q| What proof did Jesus offer that he was the Christ (v. 25)?

Q What did Jesus mean when he said Al and t

believe he meant (v. 33)?

Q| Whatisthe proofofJesus 6 deiit38)? (v. 37

Teaching point two: God is three 0 diverse, yet unified.

God is not a solitary monarch but a community of three. The three are one, yet the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are eternally different from one another. Triune language is our fr ail but
necessary way of talking to and about God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are the names that God
has given us to describe the relationships between the three in one.

God is unityd three in one, three torches burning in one holy flame of love. The idea of the
Trinity is like a complex and elegant math equation that holds all of these truths in perfect
tension. All kinds of smart people have developed analogies to try to explain how God can be
three in one:

U God is like the spring that flows into the str eam that flows into the lake (according to
the church father Anselm).

U Godis like a plant, with the Father as the deep root, the Son as the shoot that breaks
into the earth, and the Spirit who flowers forth to spread beauty and fragrance
(according to the church father Tertullian).

U That God is a Trinity of love means that God is the lover, the beloved, and love itself
all at the same time (according to St. Augustine).

U The Trinity is like three torches in which the light of the first passes to the second
and then is relayed to the third, until they are all burning in one blaze of holy fire.

Yet al |
tried to
(Gregory the T
We canot

these p
h

The Trinity does not mean that God is like a pizzacut into three big slices. Nor is God like the
three parts of an egg. It does not mean that God has three modes or three disguise¥so God
puts on a Father hat and creates the world, and God puts on a Jesus hat and goes out to save
the world, andthenGodput s on a Holy Spirit hat é. No,
meet the Father, you meet Jesus and the Spirit.

They all come together. When God created the world, the Son and the Spirit were also
intimately involved in creation. When Jesus redeemed the world and saved us from sin, he was
resurrected by the Father, and we are born anew through the Holy Spirit. And when the Spirit
helps us grow spiritually, it is the very work of the Spirit of Jesus by the Father who sustains us.
When we come to faith in Christ, we experience the triune God coming to us: a loving Father
who embraces us, a Savior Son who died for us, and the Holy Spirit working in us to help us
grow and mature in our faith.
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They exist and work together in perfect unity and oneness. There is a perfect sense of giving
honor to one another. Jesus gives glory to the Father and the Father gives glory to Jesus. The
Spirit gives glory to Jesus. There is not a trace of jealousy, insecurity, hostility, or selfishness.

Q| Read John 13:31 32. How did Jesus give glory to the Father? How did the Father give
glory to Jesus?

Q| Read John 17:1 5. Jesus prayed for himself as he was soon to face death. How does this
passage show the distinctions, and the unity, between the Father and the Son?

Q| Read John 15:26.What does this tell us about all three persons of the Trinity?

Teaching point three: The doctrine of the Trinity is hecessary for us to move
ahead as Christians.

Letds fast frovmwdmnditgdhtl11:1@®s dark doddbdbgeijpegtstthe day is
finishing your book, reading a blog, listening to your children snore, or eating your last bowl of

Wheat Chex. For the past 16 hours as youbdbve I|ived your I
the Trinity made? There are at least five profound and practical ways that belief in the triune

God can change your life:

1. It will change the way you love others & your spouse, friends, neighbors, and fellow pilgrims
in Christ.

Q| Read 1 John 2:5 6. According to this verse, what is the test of knowing the triune God?

2. It will change the way you view God. The Trinity increases our sense of the depth and

mystery of Godés nature, which is full of beauty and wonc
bored. God is bursting with life, love, and activity. God is the most holy, loving, living, creative,

and fascinating being in the universe. God is a party or dance of love that has been going on for

all eternity.

Q| List the ways Paul viewed God in Romans 11:3B36.

3. It will change the way you worship. We think of worship in terms of a worship service, but

worship is the gift of participating in Jesus the Sonds ¢
Spirit. Or to use less precise language, God is a party of praise and honor and glory. God is a

worship service. Jesus offers his life to the Father. The Father gives glory to the Son. The Spirit

leads the Son and gives glory to the Son. So whenever we gather together in the name of the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we are invited into that eternal service of praise and

worship.

Q| Read Ephesians 1:17. How does this verse describe how all three persons of the Trinity
lead us into knowing and worshiping the true God?

4. 1t will change the way you pray. The Trinity is already praying for you.

Q| Read Hebrews 7:24i 25 and Romans 8:26i 27, and list the ways you are being prayed for
according to these verses.
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5. It will change the way you receive love. Because God is triune, followers of Jesus believe and
live their lives in the love of God.

Q| Read 1 John4:16 and Romans 5:5. What does it mean to you that God is love and has
enabled you to love?

L e ader 6 sThalTrinitg tells us that God was and is love from all eternity, because

God is a community of love. And then that love spills over into our heart s. At the end of

this day you may consider yourself broken and insignificant. You may be at the end of

your rope. You may feel small, dirty, and ashamed. You may feel lost and empty. But

you are loved by a three-fold cord of love. Jesus the Son left the gbry of heaven to come

toEarthol i vi ng, dying, and rising again for our sake. The
my only son to save my fallen and wayward people. o The
the Earth and into your heart. And you are invited into the presence of God.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

God is a party of |l ove, and youbre invited into the part.)
Father stands ready to embrace you, and the Spirit is there to guide you. Do you know yourself
as loved?

Action P oint: Consider how the Trinity can affect your prayers. As a group, lift your arms

toward heaven (and make the sign of the cross if you want
your presence over my house, over my marriage, over my life, over the lives of ny children,
over this neighborhood, and over this world. o Ask the | i\

his power and majesty and grace and love into your home.

d Study by Matt Woodley, with JoHannah Reardon

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-A Better Look at Gododés Face
-The Mission of the Trinity

& The Forgotten Trinity , James R. White (Bethany House Publishers, 1998; ISBN:
1556617259)

& God the Holy Trinity: Reflections on Christian Faith and Practice , Timothy George
(Baker, 2006; ISBN: 0801027659)

& Godos Li f enumerousEontributors fAugsburg / Fortress, 2006; ISBN:
0800638239)

&  The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology. and Worship _, Robert Letham P&
R Publishing, 2004; ISBN: 0875520006)
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http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product/702465810?item_no=17259&netp_id=135860&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=027659&netp_id=437374&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=38237&netp_id=423699&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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& Like Father, Like Son: The Trinity Imaged in Our Humanity , Tom Smail (Eerdmans,
2006; ISBN: 0802830668)

& The Message of the Trinity: Life in God , Brian Edgar (InterVarsity Press, 2005; ISBN:
083082409X)

& Participating in God: Creation and Trinity _, Samuel M. Powell (Augsburg / Fortress,
2003; ISBN: 0800636023)

& The Trinity: Biblical Truth Simply Explained Series , Jack Hayford (Baker, 2003;
ISBN: 0800793501)

\\M ':
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http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=36024&netp_id=295064&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
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PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDY 1

Understanding God Through the Trinity

We better understand God when we better understand the Trinity.

At the very heart of Christian bel.i
central that one of the greatest theologians of the 20th century, Karl Barth,
said, ATrinity is Giolle oClioidstisam Mam
co-equal and yet distinct, called the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This study will ask: What does it mean that God is a trinity? Why do we believe
it? Where do we find it in the Bible? Is this philosophical nonsense or vital to
our understanding of God? What difference can the doctrine of a triune God
make in our lives?

Lesson #1

Scripture:
John 10:22i 38; 13:311 32; 15:26; 17:1 1 5; Romans 5:5; 8:261 27; 11:331 36; Ephesians 1:17; Hebrews 7:24i 25; 1 John 2:51 6; 4:16

Based on:
The sermon A6Trinityd: The Chr i $#rREACANGOMecone f or God, 0 by Matt
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

The 19th-century philosopher Kant once said that the idea of the Trinity
Afhas no pracatcallrél ahanber we
persons in the Divinity makes no
true? Absolutely not. Understanding and experiencing the Trinity has
enormous implications for our everyday life.

bhip three or
0O in how we I

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God is one.

Teaching point two: God is three 0 diverse, yet unified.

Teaching point three: The doctrine of the Trinity is necessary for us to move
ahead as Christians.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Godi s a party of | ove, and youdre invited to the party. Je¢
Father stands ready to embrace you, and the Spirit is there to guide you. Do you know yourself
as loved?

0 Study by Matt Woodley, with JoHannah Reardon

sl
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Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-A Better Look at Godbs Face
-The Mission of the Trinity

& The Forgotten Trinity , James R. White (Bethany House Publishers, 1998; ISBN:
1556617259)

& God the Holy Trinity: Reflections on Christian Faith and Practice , Timothy George
(Baker, 2006; ISBN: 080102 7659)

& Godos Li f enumerousEontributors fAugsburg / Fortress, 2006; ISBN:
0800638239)

& The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology. and Worship _, Robert Letham (P &
R Publishing, 2004; ISBN: 0875520006)

& Like Father, Like Son: The Trinity Imaged in Our Humanity , Tom Smail (Eerdmans,
2006; ISBN: 0802830668)

& The Message of the Trinity: Life in God , Brian Edgar (InterVarsity Press, 2005; ISBN:
083082409X)

& Participating in God: Creation and Trinity _, Samuel M. Powell (Augsburg / Fortress,
2003; ISBN: 0800636023)

&  The Trinity: Biblical Truth Simply Explained Series , Jack Hayford (Baker, 2003;
ISBN: 0800793501)

\\M ':
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LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 2

Understanding God Throught  he Cross

The Cross is essential to understanding God.

Contrary to the popular adage, when it comes to the gospel of Christ, it is
just as blessed to receive as to ¢
gi ft of salvati onont htrhoeu gchr oJsess.u slot Oc
can truly understand who God is. But often we forget about the Cross in our
efforts to communicate the love of God and Christian values.

Lesson #2
Scripture:

Genesis 3:13 15; Psalm 107:10i 12, 171 18; Isaiah 53:27 12; 59:11 2; Matthew 18:117 14; 24:31 12; John 1:175, 14; Romans 3:1071 12, 201 28; 2
Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:13i 16; Philippians 2:51 8; 1 Peter 1:187119; 1 John 4:77 11
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

Note to leader: Pr ovi de each person with the |\pant s Guide (i
the end of this study). g

Greg Huffer shares this story:

On a recent road trip, | -thsutfoolpnpheAftera t alddéds drive

placing my order, | came to the drive -up window to pay. | not iced an

attractive, hand-c ar ved c¢cross hanging from th s neck, so |
commented, Al |like your cross. o

Her reply was a |l esson to me in howl"'%—.—n-.-p—.—b—"’it is to share
She said: AThank you. And | | i ke tlHosethlrer son who died on it

person who rose from the grave after having died on the cr

It is easy to focus on other parts of Ch&istbds ministry
that he came to die for us.

Discussion starters:

Q| Why is the Cross the focal pointof Christianity?

0@ I'n what ways do all events in the Gospels point towa
U Inwhat ways does the history of Israel, as presented in the Bible, point toward the
Cross?

Q| What misconceptions do people have about what Christianity really is, and about the
state of the human race? Why have these misconceptions occurred?

O Why do we tend to focus more on Christbés teachings a
ignore the pain and death he suffered on the cross?

U Howdoesthe Crossactuallyslow us Godédés | ove and care for us far m
than if sin never cost him anything?

Q| How did the different persons of the Godhead work together in the Atonement?

Q| God offers us salvation, not only because of his love for us, but because of thiaws we
have broken. Why are both aspects of the Atonement important?

0  What happens to our view of God when we emphasize his love over his justice, or
vice versa?

U What does the Cross tell us about the balance between the two?

Q| Was the Cross necessary? \As there no other way of salvation? Explain.

i Do you think people have an innate sense of justice, that wrongs must be made right?
Why or why not?

sl
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U Why did God bother to offer his Son as a oncefor-all sacrifice for our sins? Why not
keep things as they wee in the Old Testament, with the people offering sacrifices
when they did wrong?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: All of Scripture points to the Cross, showing us that God
had it in mind from the beginning.

The division between the Old Testament and the New Testament is not as great as it seems at
first. All of the Scriptures point to and build up to the Cross and tell us a great deal about who
God is. As Helen D. Sylvester put it:

My place was there upon the cross,

And minethesinner 6s endl ess | oss;
He took my place, the Crucified;

For me He died, the Savior died!

Read the following Scriptures in the order they are presented. Then describe the progression in
the Bible from Creation to the Cross.

U0 Genesis 3:13 15

0 Psalm107:10 12, 17 18
U Matthew 24:37 12

U Isaiah 59:1i 2

0 1John4:7 10

i John1l:115,14

U Philippians 2:57 8

QO How do these verses point to the need for Christos

Teaching point two: Christés atoning death shows
for us.

Q| Read Romans 3241 26, Ephesians 2:13 16, and 1 Peter 1:1819. In what sense was
Christbés death a ransom payment ?

0O By who or what were we Aheld hostageo?
U From what were we released?

U  What would have been our fate if Christ had not suffered on the cross?

Q| Read 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 2:5i 8, and 1 John 4:7 11.

U What does it mean to you personally that the sinless Christ became sin on your
behalf?

E 200 8HRISTIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL
Visit SmallGroups.com and C hristianBibleStudies.com
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U How might we respond to God because of how he showed his love for us?

Teaching point three: The Cross reveals not only G o0dds | ove, but also his
justice.

Q| Read Isaiah 53:2 12, Galatians 2:20, and 1 John 4:10. In what sense was Jesus a
Substitute?

0  Who should have suffered punishment for our sins?

i Why was Jesus the only one who could satisfy Godbés d
Q| Read Romans 3:10 12, 20i 28, and Matthew 18:11i 14.
U What was the purpose of the law for Old Testament people?
U What is the purpose of the law for us?
U What can the sacrifice of Christ do that the law could never do?
PART 3
Apply Your Findings
Near the cross! O Lamb of God, | Bring its scenes before me;
Hel p me walk from day to day, | With its shadows ob6er
In the cross, in the cross, | Be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find | Rest beyond the river.
0 Fanny J. Croshy
Q| What does the Cross tell usabout who God is?
Action Point:  Read each of the following verses and reflect silently on how the event applies
to the Atonement and to your personal salvation.
L eader 6 sAfitbrgiving everyone a few minutes to meditate on each passage, close with
the prayer that goes along with each one.
1. Matthew 27:11 26. Jesus, the innocent man, is condemned while a guilty man is set
free. fAThank You, Jesus, for accepting punishment
not hing wrong. 66
2. Mark 15:16i 22. Jesus submitstophy si cal and emotional torture. AForgi\
complaining about our minor discomforts. Help us to appreciate what you went
through for wus. o
3. Luke 23:32i 38. Jesus forgives a mob of people who behave as though they were
watching a circus insteadofac r uci fi xi on. ALord, thank you for foragiyv
foolishness and utter disregard for you.o
4. Luke?23:39143. A criminal under stands. AJesus, we often h
Help us to realize our sinfulness in contrast to your
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5. Matthew 27:45i 66. Jesus submits to the ultimate punishment 8 separation from his
Father. Alf not for You, Jesus, we would be the ones
taking on our deserved puni shment. 0

6. Luke?24:1i1 2. Jesus defeats

t he En eeney, LordiiThankvant to | ive wit
you for making it possible

through the Cross. Amen. 0

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Matthew: The Passion Week(6-session course)
-Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation(4-session course)
-The Passion of the Christ(movie discussion guide)
-No Wonder They Crucified Him (6-session course)

& Spurgeonds Ser nhandsResorrectibntokelesBseChdrles H. Spurgeon
(Hendrickson Publishers; ISBN -13: 9781565638051)

& Beneath the Cross: The Stories of Those Who Stood at the Cross of Jesusdited by
Patricia A. Pingry, Julie K. Hogan (Jbs Sales & Marketing, 2004; ISBN-13:
9780824958572)

& Blood of the Cross, Andrew Murray (Whitaker House Publishers, 1981; ISBN-13:
9780883681039)

& The Cross of Christ: 20th Anniversary Edition , John Stott (InterVarsity Press, 2006;
ISBN-13: 9780830833207)

& TheRadical Cross, A. W. Tozer (Wingspread Publishers; ISBN-13: 9781600661570)

& Thank God 1tés Fr i deavwnlasEWadsfiomthe Cross, Willianh e S
H. Willimon (Abingdon Press, 2006; ISBN -13: 9780687464906)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDY 2

Understanding God Through the Cross

The Cross is essential to understanding God.

Contrary to the popular adage, when it comes to the gospel of Christ, it is
just as blessed to receive as to ¢
gift of salvation through Jesuso ¢
can truly understand who God is. But often we forget about the Cross in out
efforts to communicate the love of God and Christian values.

Lesson #2
Scripture:

Genesis 3:13 15; Psalm 107:10i 12, 171 18; Isaiah 53:27 12; 59:11 2; Matthew 18:117 14; 24:31 12; John 1:1i 5, 14; Romans 3:1071 12, 201 28; 2
Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:13i 16; Philippians 2:51 8; 1 Peter 1:187119; 1 John 4:77 11
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue
Greg Huffer shares this story:

On a recent road tri p, ive-thsutfoolpnpheAfter placinpamyMc Donal ddés dr

order, | came to the drive -up window to pay. | noticed an attractive, hand -carved cross

hanging from the womandés neck, so | commented, Al | ike you
Her reply was a | esson t o metestimonhShesasli mpl e it is to share
AThank you. And | |l ike the person who died on it for my si
who rose from the grave after having died on the cross. o0
It is easy to focus on other parts of Ch&istbds ministry
that he came to die for us.

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: All of Scripture points to the Cross, showing us that God

had it in mind from the beginning.

Teaching point two: Christés atoningadeath shows God«

for us.

Teaching point three: The Cross reveals not only God:¢

justice.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Action Point:  Read each of the following verses and reflect silently on how the event applies
to the Atonement and to your personal salvation.

E
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Understanding God Throught  he Cross
Quarterly Bible Study Page3

1. Matthew 27:11 26. Jesus, the innocent man, is condemned while a guilty man is set
free. AThank You, Jesus, for accepting punishment on

nothing wrong. 6606

2. Mark 15:16i 22. Jesus submits to physical and emotionalt or t ur e. AForgive us, Lord,
for complaining about our minor discomforts. Help us to appreciate what you went
through for us. o

3. Luke 23:32i 38. Jesus forgives a mob of people who behave as though they were

watching a circus i nst laskdoudofforgivingouuci fi xi on. #ALord, t
foolishness and utter disregard for you. o

4, Luke?23:39143. A criminal under stands. AfJesus, we often th
Hel p us to realize our sinfulness in contrast to your

5. Matthew 27:457 66. Jesus submits to the ultimate punishment & separation from his
Fat her . Ailf not for You, Jesus, we would be the ones
for taking on our deserved punishment. 0o

6. Luke24:1i12. Jesus defeats the Enemy. Al want to | ive wit
you for making it possible through the Cross. Amen. o0

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Matthew: The Passion Week(6-session course)
-Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation(4-session course)
-The Passion of the Christ(movie discussion guide)
-No Wonder They Crucified Him (6-session course)

& Spurgeonds Sermons on t h eJesDseCharlés HaSputgedRe sur recti on of
(Hendrickson Publishers; ISBN -13: 9781565638051)

& Beneath the Cross: The Stories of Those Wi Stood at the Cross of Jesusedited by
Patricia A. Pingry, Julie K. Hogan (Jbs Sales & Marketing, 2004; ISBN-13:
9780824958572)

& Blood of the Cross, Andrew Murray (Whitaker House Publishers, 1981; ISBN-13:
9780883681039)

& The Cross of Chist: 20th Anniversary Edition _, John Stott (InterVarsity Press, 2006;
ISBN-13: 9780830833207)

& The Radical Cross, A. W. Tozer (Wingspread Publishers; ISBN-13: 9781600661570)

& Thank God 1tés Friday: EncounthecCrosgWiliamhe Seven Last Wo
H. Willimon (Abingdon Press, 2006; ISBN -13: 9780687464906)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 3

Understanding God Through the
Resurrection

Jesus encounters individuals in unigue ways that allow them to recognize
him as the risen Lord.

AHe has risenl! He is not here.o Tt
different ways, which demonstrated his care for their uniqueness. He
continues to meet people in distinctive ways today.

In what unique ways did Jesus meet his followers after his resurrection?
How did his appearances demonstrate his consideration of their life
experiences, emotional fragility, and individual personalities? How does
Jesus meet people today? How do we respond with grace to other belieers
who experience Christ in ways that are unfamiliar to us?

Lesson #3

Scripture:
Luke 24:36i 49; John 10:27 6; 20; 21
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Who Is God? LEADERDE G

Understanding God Through the Resurrection
Quarterly Bible Study Page2

PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

Note to | eader. Provide each perso
at the end of this study).

God formed each of us uniquely and meets each of us in ways that our
individual souls will best respond to him. He knows our every thought and
emotion and meets us where we are. Christ can be experienced in as many
ways as there arepeople. Each encounter with God is personal and
individually tailored for our good and his glory.

We will not experience God in exactly the same way as others. When we
recognize this truth, we better appreciate the diversity of ways in which TEE
Christmeetsus i ndividually and in the church.
creative nature and diverse methods, we are able to offer grace to each other to worship and
experience God in different ways. This allows us to focus on the fundamental unity of salvation
in Chri st while embracing the truth that God makes himself known in a variety of unique and
fascinating methods.

Discussion starters:
Q! In what ways does God meet you personally?
U How does God meet you in corporate worship?

Q| How do different denominations of Christianity express unique forms of worship?

U Are you uncomfortable with unfamiliar styles of worship? Why or why not?

Q| Why are we sometimes tempted to believe that the only legitimate encounters with Christ
are the ones we have personally experienced

0 How does this demonstrate our | imited understanding
creativity?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Jesus confronts our false assumptions, calls us by name,
and comforts us in our grief.

Read John 10:2 6 and 20:1i 18. Bewildered and terrified, Mary went quickly to tell Peter and

e Participantods

When we recoghni z

John that someone had taken Christds body out of the t omt
had put him. The apostles ran to the tomb, saw the evider

returned home. In their preoccupation, they left Mary weeping at the tomb. Feeling alone,
bereft, and confused, Mary could not shake her misconceptions and the preconceived idea that
someone had stolen Christés body.

But Mary was one of s.Ghewasshe firs of phis falawiers to whorh remb
appeared following his resurrection. At first she did not recognize him, but when he spoke her

sl
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Understanding God Through the Resurrection
Quarterly Bible Study Page3

name, she knew him. By calling her name, Jesus led her to the truth of his resurrection. Mary
cried out in insta ntaneous joy and overwhelming relief. She fell at the feet of her Savior and
worshiped.

Jesus desires to break down our misconceptions and false ideas so that we can know the truth,
just as he demonstrated the truth of his resurrection to Mary. When pain b linds us to his
presence, he calls us by name and tells us that we are his own. He longs to come to us when we
are weeping with sorrow and grief. His presence brings us comfort. By his Word, he

strengthens us to do his will, just as he strengthened Mary to fulfill his purpose in her life.

Q| Why do you think Jesus appeared to Mary before he appeared to any of his other
followers?

U  Why do you think Jesus met Mary alone instead of when Peter and John also were at
the tomb?

Q Mary believed attakeniaway.dHser miscmntgptiowkept her from

recognizing Jesus. How can preconceived ideas about God keep us from recognizing him
in our lives?

Q| Mary did not recognize Jesus, even when he spoke to her. Why do you think she knew
him when he called her by hame?

U How does God call us by name today?

Q What evidence in this passage suggests that Marydés gr.i

U How did Jesus help her?

U Share a time that God met you when you were paralyzed with grief.

Q How did Maryéds p h yoionat rasponsk eantespiritual well -being change
when she recognized her risen Lord?

U How did Jesus change her thinking and help her to understand the truth about his
resurrection?

Teaching point two: Jesus calms our fears and breathes his peace upon us.

ppearance of Ch
ed doors in fec
l'y appeared to

Read John 20:19 23 and Luke 24:36149.Conf used about the disa
the disciples huddled together behind bolt
be with you, 0 Jesus announced as dfirightesnaddrdup.n
Jesus assured them that he was not a ghost. He let them touch his hands and feet to prove that
he was flesh and bone. He further demonstrated that he was a resurrected body, not just a
spirit, by eating in their presence. Once the disciples were at peace, Jesus opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures. He then breathed on them, promising the coming of the Holy Spirit,
who would clothe them with power from on high.

Sometimes we are locked behind doors of fear that keep us from boldy accomplishing all that
God has for us. In our anxiety, Jesus meets us and breathes his peace upon us to calm our
thoughts and hearts. The reminder of the risen Christds \
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The barrier of locked doors did not stop Jesus from meeting the disciples. How did Jesus
also bypass the barrier of their fear?

it Why were his first words, fAPeace be with youo?
How did Jesus prove that he was not just a spirit?

U  Why was it important for the disciples to understand that Jesus had a resurrected
body and that he was not a ghost?

Leader 0 sltpbued ghat he had risen from the dead and that he had victory over
death.

How did Christds presence turn the disciplesd fear int

0 Share a time when Goaubdfsarwith pepaceanctjey. r epl aced vy

Why did Jesus first deal with the discipleso6 fear befo
them?

O How might fear keep us from understanding Godébés trut
How is the Holy Spirit related to peace?

U Is peace possible without the Holy Spirit? Why or why not?

Why do you think Jesus once again said, ifPeace be with
final instructions?

U How do we attain peace? Give practical steps.

Teaching point three: Jesus relieves our doubts and skepticism by a llowing us
to experience him in a personal way.

Read John 20:24i 31.fi We have seen the Lord! o The disciples shared t
Thomas, but Thomas would not believe them. Thomas refused to believe the resurrection

account until he could touch the wounds of Jesus caused by the crucifixion. Thomas needed to

see Jesus with his own eyes and touch him with his own hands.

Each of us must experience Jesus personally. Other peopl e
in their lives can encourage us, but not until we experience God for ourselves can we firmly and
truly believe. Jesus counters our doubts with his Word and his abiding presence.

Q| Jesus did not come to Thomas for an entire week after his strong statement of skepticism.

Why do you think Jesus waited a week?

0 What might Thomasés thoughts and emotions have been

U God does not always work according to our timetable. Share an example of when you
have had to wait for God to reveal himself to you.

E 200 8HRISTIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL
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Q| Jesus had already visited the disciples, but he visited them again in much the same way as

before. This time, however, Thomas was present. Jesus addressed him individually. What
does this tell you about how well Jesus knew Thomasds

U How did Jesus demonstrate compassionate care for Thomas?

U What does this tell us about Jesusd willingness to a

Q What was Jesusd attitude toward Thomasods disbelief? Ho
demand for proof? Why do you think he responded in this way?

Q| The Book of James says he who doubts is like a wave in the sea, blown and tossed by the

wind. Jesus assured and anchored Thomas. How has Jesus assured and anchored you
when you felt storm-tossed by doubts?

Teaching point four: Jesus strengthens our faith t hrough forgiveness,

miracles, and challenge.
Read John21Jesus stood on the shore, and the disciplesd net w
after a long, frustrating night of catching nothing. dalt

immediately jumped o ut of the boat and began to wade through the water toward Jesus, most

l'ikely thinking of his denial of Christ during Jesusd dar
ACome and have breakfast, o Jesus call ed.teréhen they had fi
his love and forgiveness. He also helped Peter deal with his own doubts about his love for

Christ in light of his previous denial. Three times Jesus asked Peter if he loved himd the same

number of times Peter had denied him. Possibly, Peter was moreresolved and convinced of his

love for Jesus each time he answered the Lord, though the questions hurt him.

Jesus told Peter to care for his sheep. Peter later told the elders of the church to shepherd the

flock (1 Peter 5:2), using the same analogy Jesubhad used with hi m. Peter took Jesus
command to heart and resolved to be courageous from then
guestions prodded Peter to unflinchingly proclaim his faith.

Q| Why do you think Jesus provided this miraculous catch of fish?

0 What was the significance of the net not being broken?

U  Why does God provide miracles?

L eader 6 sGoddoesaniraclesfor his own glory and to strengthen our faith

Q When Jesus initially called the di s @)iWhates, he said to
was the significance of Jesus once again telling Peter

Q| Why might Peter have doubted his love for Jesus? Why was it important for Peter to
remember that he loved Jesus?

Q| How did Jesus demonstrate his love and forgiveness to Pe¢r?

Q| How did Jesus challenge Peter to ministry?
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U Peter reiterated Jesusd command
el ders of the church. Wh a t does
the risen Lord had on his later mini stry?

t o or t
this say abou
U How has your encounter with the risen Lord affected the ways you minister to

others?

Optional Activities:

U List other ways God has revealed himself to people according to the Bible. Pay
special consideration to unique revelations such as Moses and the burning bush.

U Interview people from different churches to see how God meets them in ways that
are new or unfamiliar to you.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

God created us. He knows how each of us will best respond to him. Just as he met Mary in her
grief and despair, he will meet us as the comforter of our soul. As he met the frightened
disciples behind locked doors, he will breathe his peace on us, overcoming our barriers of fear.
When we are full of skepticism, he reveals himself to us in personal ways thatallay our doubts.
When we have denied our God, he extends forgiveness and offers restored fellowship. How
mighty and awesome is our God who meets us in unique and wonderful ways.

As the body of Christ, the chur ch sciedtivenatunecr ease i n joy ar
when we are open and accepting of the fact that he may meet others in ways that are different

from the ways he meets us. Goddés diversity allows for mul
allow each other the grace to experience God in wayshat are powerful and meaningful.

Q Consider how Christés followers responded to his resur
response to the resurrection of Christ?

Q| Why do you think God meets different people in different ways?

0  Why do you think he meets various congregations in different ways?
Q| How does diversity glorify God?

Q| Which of the accounts of the risen Lord meeting his people was most meaningful to you?
Why?

Action Point:  Spend some time remembering how God has worked in your life. As a group,
make a list of ways that God has met you personally and collectively in the body of Christ.
Spend time in prayer, praising God for his goodness in meeting each of us in ways that are
personally meaningful.

0 Study prepared by Julie Kloster, speak er, freelance writer, and regular
contributor to ChristianBibleStudies.com
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Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Church Unity Myths (single study)
-Matthew: The Passion Week(6-session course)
-Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation(4-session cairse)
-The Passion of the Christ(movie discussion guide)
-No Wonder They Crucified Him (6-session course)

& Diversity in Faith & Unity in Christ , Shirley Guthrie (Westminster/John Knox, 1986;
ISBN: 0664240135)

& Gods Mystery 8 Diversity , Gordon Kaufman (Augsburg/Fortress, 1996; ISBN:
0800629590)

& Living the Resurrection: The Risen Christ in Everyday Life Eugene H. Peterson
(NavPress, 2006; ISBN: 157683929x)

& The Resurrection of the Son of God N. T. Wright (Augsburg/Fortress, 2003; ISBN:
0800636155)

& Spurgeonds Sermons on the D eChadrlés HaSpuigedRe sur recti on of
(Hendrickson Publishers, 2005; ISBN: 1565638050)

\\M ':
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDY 3

Understanding God Through the
Resurrection

Jesus encounters individuals in unigue ways that allow them to recognize
him as the risen Lord.

AHe has risenl! He is not here.o Tt
different ways, which demonstrated his care for their uniqueness. He
continues to meet people in distinctive ways today.

In what unique ways did Jesus meet his followers after his resurrection?
How did his appearances demonstrate his consideration of their life
experiences, emotional fragility, and individual personalities? How does
Jesus meet people today? How do we respond with grace to other believers
who experience Christ in ways that are unfamiliar to us?

Lesson #3

Scripture:
Luke 24:36i 49; John 10:27 6; 20; 21
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PART 1
Ide ntify the Current Issue

God formed each of us uniquely and meets each of us in ways that our
individual souls will best respond to him. He knows our every thought and
emotion and meets us where we are. Christ can be experienced in as many
ways as there arepeople. Each encounter with God is personal and
individually tailored for our good and his glory.

We will not experience God in exactly the same way as others. When we
recognize this truth, we better appreciate the diversity of ways in which
Christmeetsus i ndividually and in the ¢
creative nature and diverse methods, we are able to offer grace to each
other to worship and experience God in different ways. This allows us to
focus on the fundamental unity of salvation in Chri st while embracing the truth that God makes
himself known in a variety of unique and fascinating methods.

en we recoghni z

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Jesus confronts our false assumptions, calls us by name,
and comforts us in our grief.

Teaching point two: Jesus calms our fears and breathes his peace upon us.

Teaching point three: Jesus relieves our doubts and skepticism by allowing us
to experience him in a personal way.

Teaching point four: Jesus strengthens our faith through forgiveness ,
miracles, and challenge.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

God created us. He knows how each of us will best respond to him. Just as he met Mary in her
grief and despair, he will meet us as the comforter of our soul. As he met the frightened
disciples behind locked doors, he will breathe his peace on us, overcoming our barriers of fear.
When we are full of skepticism, he reveals himself to us in personal ways that allay our doubts.
When we have denied our God, he extends forgiveness and offers restored fellowsip. How
mighty and awesome is our God who meets us in unique and wonderful ways.

As the body of Christ, the church wil!/l increase in joy ar
when we are open and accepting of the fact that he may meet others in ways thaare different
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from the ways he meets us. Goddéds diversity allows for mul
allow each other the grace to experience God in ways that are powerful and meaningful.

0 Study prepared by Julie Kloster, speaker, freelance writer, an d regular
contributor to ChristianBibleStudies.com

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com f{fixed link}
-Church Unity Myths (single study)
-Matthew: The Passion Week(6-session course)
-Easter Week: Sacrifice and Salvation(4-session course)
-The Passion of the Christ(movie discussion guide)
-No Wonder They Crucified Him (6-session course)

& Diversity in Faith & Unity in Christ , Shirley Guthrie (Westminster/John Knox, 1986;
ISBN: 0664240135)

& Godsd Mystery & Diversity , Gordon Kaufman (Augsburg/Fortress, 1996; ISBN:
0800629590)

& Living the Resurrection: The Risen Christ in Everyday Life Eugene H. Peterson
(NavPress, 2006; ISBN: 157683929x)

& The Resurrection of the Son of God N. T. Wright (Augsburg/Fortress, 2003; ISBN:
0800636155)

& Spurgeonés Sermons on the D eChdrlés HaSpuigedRe sur recti on of J
(Hendrickson Publishers, 2005; ISBN: 1565638050)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 4
Understanding God Through
His Bles sings

Does God always bless believers?

Most religions judge their god and his or her pleasure in them by how
much they are blessed materially. Is that what God is like? Does he bless u:
i f we do the right thing and puni s

Wecertai nl'y candét deny that the Scri
I n this study, we will c¢on3SihawveGod t t
blesses the people he uses.

Lesson #4

Scripture:
1 Chronicles 4:9i 10; Joshua 1:8; Matthew 6:197 24; Luke 18:187 24
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PART 1

Identify the Issue

Note to | eader. Provide each person
at the end of this stuay).

Participantos

The story of Joseph, recorded in Genesis 3¥ 50, describes the elevation of
a relatively unknown person to prominence and wealth to accomplish
Godds purposes. Certainly we woul d
does blessing always come in the way we expect?

t hat God bl e

‘N

The great missionary explorer, David Livingstone, served in Africa from
1840 until his death in 1873. Pastors Robert Lewis and Wayne Cordeiro tell
of an incident from Livingstoneds |

David Livingstone was eager to travel into the uncharted lands of Central Africa to preach the

gospel. On one occasion, the famous nineteenthcentury missionary and explorer arrived at the

edge of a large territory that was ruled by a tribal chieftain. According to tradition, the chief

would come out to meet him there; Livingstone could go forward only after an exchange was

made. The chief would choose any itemofLiM ngst oneds personal property that cal
and keep it for himself, while giving the missionary something of his own in return.

Livingstone had few possessions with him, but at their encounter he obediently spread them all
out on the groundd his clothes, his books, his watch, and even the goat that provided him with
milk (since chronic stomach problems kept him from drinking the local water). To his dismay,

the chief took this goat. In return, the chief gave him a carved stick, shaped like a walking stick.

Livingstone was most disappointed. He began to gripe to God about what he viewed as a stupid

walking cane. What could it do for him compared to the goat that kept him well? Then one of

the | ocal men explained, ATmMytdds veaoty @ wwalslciempd ecana.ndl twd s
you wi || find entrance to every village in our country. T

The man was right. God opened Central Africa to Livingstone, and as successive evangelists
followed him wave after wave of converdons occurred.

Someti mes, in our disappointment over what we dondét have,
significance of what God has given us:

Discussion starters:

Q| How can we determine what is a blessing in our everyday lives? Can you give an example
ofsomet hing that you didndét think would be a blessing, I

Q| How do we know if God is pleased with us? Do you think it depends on the blessings he
provides, or is there another gauge?

Q| Greg Ligon of Leadership Training Network draw s a distinction between the church as
fispad and the church as fAtraining center.o At the spa,

1 Robert Lewis and Wayne Cordeiro, The Culture Shift (Jossey-Bass, 2005), pp. 1 2.

\\M ':
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center, we learn to meet the needs of others. Which term would you choose to describe
the average church today?

U Per hap dlend of thes twaa Can you offer some reasons or examples?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God blesses whom he chooses.

The Prayer of Jabez topped the bestseller lists several years ago and sold more than 5 million

copies. Thelitt | e book prompted a | ot of discussion of
author Bruce Wilkinson of Walk Thru the Bible Ministries explains the heretofore obscure

prayer of a little known Old Testament character and how that prayer has affected Wilkins o n 6 s

life and ministry.

LEADERSHIP journal, a sister publication of CHRISTIANITY TODAY that addresses pastors and
church leaders, surveyed visitors to its website (vww.LeadershipJournal.net) on the subject of

LEADERSS GUI
Understanding God Through His Bles sings

Page3

Godbés bl e

Jabez. Taken at the height of the Jabez book sales, the
and your congregation responded to the Jabez phenomenon?_

had read the book; 18 percent considered it encouragement to pray 13 percent said they were
praying the Jabez prayer often, and 9 percent said Jabez had changed their thinking on prayer.
Only 5 percent said the Jabez phenomenon is fia

The book raised our awareness of one concept in particular: that believers should be bold in

their prayers for Godés blessing. Much was made

recall it and the man who prayed it. Tucked away in a genealogy, 1 Chronicles 4:010 tells us
several important things.

1) Jabez was more honaable than his brothers. God blesses whomever he chooses for his
own reasons. He chose Israel, for example, not because it was great; it was the smallest
among the nations (Deut. 7:7). But often, when choosing to bless individuals, God
chooses and respondgo the righteous. Noah is one example (Gen. 6:9). James tells us
the prayer of a righteous person is effective (5:16), and Elijah is offered as an example
of someone whose prayer God favorably responded to. Those who are bold enough to
ask f or @gshdukl assdsstteis standing before God prior to praying.

bunch of I

of this ¢

2) Bl essing was evidence of Godés hand. Materi al bl essin
favor (remember, the rain falls on the just and the u
asked for histerr i t ory to be enlarged and for Godés hand to be
linked. Anyone who saw the territory of Jabez would see that God was at work. And if
Jabez was bold enough to ask for this blessing, he would likely be bold enough to testify
of its source.

3) God responded t o Jab e zdbedpmyen lyievolved nateiias was a f ul |
blessing (land), physical and emotional blessing (freedom from harm and pain), and
spiritual bl essing (Goddéds hand). That eeod chose to re

ways is exhortation for us to pray, but it should not be taken as a guarantee of blessing.

Q| What kinds of blessings should Christians pray for?

0 What i f God doesné6t bless us in the way we
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Q| Do you think righteousness is a prerequisite to blessing?
Q| How has God blessed you in material, physical, and spiritual ways?

Teaching point two: God has expectations of those he blesses.

In Joshua 1:8, God reiterates his agreement with Israel as the people prepare to enter the
Promised Land. In his salvation history, God intends for Israel to be a light to all the peoples of
the world. He is giving his chosen people a home to call their own. He has promised

abundance. With his promises comes the easpectation of |s
Joshua to meditate on the Law and keep it central to his teaching and governance. As result,

God says he will prosper the people. They wil/l have figoo
renders it.

Many interpret this phrase as: be good, have successWhile exegetes must be careful that we do

not turn the behavior -blessing connection into a formula (it would be an insult to Job and

suffering Christians all over the world), there is certainly a relationship between the two. Some

might be more comfortabl e talking in spiritual terms, saying godly behavior results in spiritual

blessing. But some Christians apply this concept to material blessingd with a caveatd that when

God blesses us ités for his purposes, that his blessings

Q| What is your reaction to this concept?

Q| Do you think if Christians had more wealth there would be fewer needs in our society
because they would use it to take care of others? Why or why not?

Teaching point three: Those God blesses he also warns.

J e s u shing is ep@Eete with warnings about materialism. Read Matthew 6:19 71 24 and Luke

18:18 24.

To the masses on the hillside, he preaches, iDo not stor
serve God and money. 0 To the r i chuhaeamgiveroan, he says, i S
the poor é It is easier for a camel to go through the e
the kingdom of God. o

Q| How can we balance these teachings with the encouragement to ask for blessing?
Q| What do these passages teaclus about what is important to God?
Q

Do you feel that you would be as faithful to Christ if you had more wealth? Why or why
not?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Rich Hansen, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Visalia, California says:

Godds r e awoildtisyike gemtly falling rain. We each have a bowl in our hearts
and minds in which we c &ifwedustholditpeforeaus. Butit Godds real ity
|
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makes all the difference in the world whether our bowl is turned upwards & or
downwards.

A person without guile will turn their bowl upwards 6 ready to receive the truth about
God if God really exists.

Q| How might the blessings God gives us help us see evidence of his existence?

U What danger is there in depending on his blessings to prove his existene?

The excesses represented by those preaching a fAhealth anc
cautious about asking for blessing. Yet Scripture frequer
people. Meditate on the following verse, then answer the quesions that follow.
AFor | know the plans | have for youodo declares the Lord,
you, plans to give you hope and a futureo (Jeremiah 29: 1]
Q| Towhom was this verse written? When and why?
If this verse was written to a nation, how does it apply to individuals?
Q| What does this verse teach us about the character of God?
Q| What does this verse teach us about the trustworthiness of God?
Q' I'n this verse, what is Gododés per spogtingtoir ve in relation t
challenging?
Q Does this verse represent Godés plan for all peopl e of
exceptions, when Goddéds plan was for people to suffer?
Q How do we understand this verse in relation to Jesus®d

discipleship is the taking up of the cross, a life of selfdenial and even suffering at times?

Action Point:  Make a list of recent blessings. Who is responsible for them? Pick one that is
obviously a blessing from God, for which no human could claim credit. How di d that blessing
also bless others? Close by thanking God for his blessings in your life.
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Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Are We Guaranteed Health and Wealth?
-Prosperity and Faith
-Keeping Money in Perspective
-A Biblical Perspective on Money

& The Power of a Blessing: Words to Speak and Pray from The Message, Eugene H.
Peterson (NavPress, 2004; ISBN-13: 9781576835210)

& Living Abundantly Through Go d 6 s B lim Gysbalta ginspirio, 2004; ISBN -13:
9780310989035)

& When Mothers Pray: Bri nginmgg t®o dvéosu rP oCvinea rl da nech 6Bl e.s svie s
Cheri Fuller (Multhomah, 1997; ISBN -13: 9781576739358)

& Lord. | Need Your Blessing-Seeking. Fi nding. and Appreciatin g Godbdés Goo
Anita Corrine Donihue (Barbour Publishing, 2007; ISBN -13: 9781597892469)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDY 4
Understanding God Through
His Blessings

Does God always bless believers?

Most religions judge their god and his or her pleasure in them by how
much they are blessed materially. Is that what God is like? Does he bless u:
i f we do the right thing and puni s

We certainly canodot dé&nwyw tloat ablbet <
I n this study, we will c¢on3SihawveGod t t

blesses the people he uses.

Lesson #4

Scripture:
1 Chronicles 4:9i 10; Joshua 1:8; Matthew 6:19 1 24; Luke 18:187 24
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PART 1
Identify the Issue

The story of Joseph, recorded in Genesis 37 50, describes the elevation of
a relatively unknown person to prominence and wealth to accomplish
Godds purposes. Certainly we would
does blessing always come inlhe way we expect?

God bl ec

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: God blesses whom he chooses.
Teaching point two: God has expectations of those he blesses.

Teaching point three: Those God blesses he also warns.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Rich Hansen, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Visalia, California says:

Godobs reality in our world is |ike gently fal
and minds in which we c¢ &ifwedustholditypeforeaus. ButitGod 6 s
makes all the difference in the world whether our bowl is turned upwards & or

downwards.

A person without guile will turn their bowl upwards & ready to receive the truth about
God if God really exists.

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Are We Guaranteed Health and Wealth?
-Prosperity and Faith
-Keeping Money in Perspective
-A Biblical Perspective on Money
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& The Power of a Blessing: Words to Speak and Pray from The Message, Eugene H.
Peterson (NavPress, 2004; ISBN-13: 9781576835210)

& Living Abundant |y ThdinoCymbala (spiio, 2008 ISBNs-33i n g
9780310989035)

& When Mothers Pray: Bringing Godés Power and Blessing
Cheri Fuller (Multhomah, 1997; ISBN -13: 9781576739358)

& Lord. 1 Need YourBlessing-Seeking., Finding., and Appreciating Godods
Anita Corrine Donihue (Barbour Publishing, 2007; ISBN -13: 9781597892469)

\\M' :

E 200 8HRISTIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL
Visit SmallGroups.com and ChristianBibleStudies.com


http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=835219&netp_id=320287&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=89035&netp_id=334350&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=73935&netp_id=275548&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=892467&netp_id=464192&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&view=details

Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY S

Understanding God Through
Freedom and Grace

Why did an omniscient God create humankind knowing that so many
would reject him?

We think that an all -knowing God should have given us the ability to
always do right. But from the beginning, humans have disobeyed God and
chosen to sin instead.

Why did God give us the freedom to walk away from his perfect will? And
why does he offer abounding grace to us when we have made such a mess
of the world? What does that tell us about him?

Lesson #5

Scripture:
Deuteronomy 29:24i 29; Joshua 1:6i 8; Psalm 139:1i 3; Matthew 5:17 1 20; Romans 3:21i 26; 2 Corinthians 5:187 21; Ephesians 2:5i 9
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PART 1

Identify the Issue

Note to leader: Provide each person with the Particip ant 6 s Gui d
at the end of this stuay).

In Institutes of the Christian Religion , Reformation leader John Calvin
says there is a key contrast between Almighty God and the human being.
AContrasting our conduct wi t tseethdwe
very far it is from being in accor
secondly, taking a survey of our powers, we see that they are not only
unequal to fulfill the Law, but ar

The question before us is profound: Why did an omniscient God create
humankind knowing that people, in every generation, would reject him?
As Calvin also observed in his writings, God is holy and glorious, and we never can measure up
in our brokenness and fallenness. God created human beings in his image, wittout sin and
death. It seems like a waste of creative power, then, for God to create human beings with the
ability to turn away 0 and not just Adam and Eve in the beginning, but every generation since.

Discussion starters:
Q| Describe a relationship in which you have struggled to meet expectations. What happened

when you disappointed the other party? How could you make things right with that
persond or was that even possible?

Page 2

Q Calvin says that all human beings Hldawldo f ar short
you know youdve fallen short of the glory of God?

Q| Why are we completely unable to be righteous on our own? Why do you think God
created us this way?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Through his omnis cience and foreknowledge, God knew
human beings would not measure up to holy standards, but he chose to create

us anyway.
Read Deuteronomy 29:24i 29.

The people of Israel knew what God required of them, and they had been warned countless
times before. God made clear that they should be obedient and faithful, but they failed

throughout | sraeldés history. God knew what his pe
bear the consequences. Yet fialorRpdonetistothislandhs wi | |
Why this fierce, burning anger?60 God answered, i
bowed down to them, gods they did not know, gods

Israel had violated the first commandment. God knew that they would be di sobedient.

Read Psalm 139:1 3.

- ~
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Because God created us in his image, he can see into every human being and realizes that we
cannot measure up. He is familiar with all our ways, which means he knows our best intentions
as well as our failings. In the best o circumstances, parents know in many ways how their
children will measure up and how they will fail to be obedient. Yet in the midst of disobedience,
they love their children 6 although there may be times when they must allow their children to
learn hard lessons from their disobedience.

Q| What can be difficult about continuing to love a family member or friend who is
disobedient? Can we really love that person when he or she turns away and reveals other
loyalties?

In creation, human beings are free moral agents. God knew that they would be disobedient, yet
he still gave them freedom to act and to choos@ even if their choices would be sinful.

Q| Why do you think God let people have the freedom to choose to sin?

Q| Do people really believe that God knows hem inside and out? Why, then, do they act as if
he doesnodt ?

Q| How does this attitude resemble that of children and teens who try to get things past
parents, teachers, and others in authority?

Q| What do people say and do to minimize the wrong they do?How do people try to ignore
their sin? What are the consequences?

Teaching pointtwo:  Through the work of Jesus Christ, human beings are made
right with God and benefit from the grace of salvation.

Read Joshua 1:6 8.

God is clear that he willgiveusstt ngt h and courage in all of |ifeds situat:i
understand that he wants us to be obedient and not to turn from the law. The call to obedience
demonstrates Goddés expectation of obedience in human beir

have courage shows that God, in his grace, makes us able to obey. God has made us right with
him, but not of our own doing or pleasure.

God holds two perspectives on human beings at the same time: hell and judgment against
rebellious sinners, and the blessings ofheaven and salvation in Christ. God is both loving and
holy, and these two attributes work together rather than compete with each other.

Read Matthew 5:17 20.

Jesus says that he has not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it. Disobedience does not bar
humans forever from the presence of God. Indeed, we must be more righteous than the
Pharisees, but we cannot make that happen on our own. Jesus Christ makes us right with God,
and we are given power to be obedient servants.

Q| Does obedience to God comeny easier for us as a result of the free grace and mercy that
we are given through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? Why or why not?
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L eader 0 sltidstiitastruggle to be obedient, but we have the power of the Holy
Spiritlivinginusas result of receiving Christds grace and mercy,
motivation in gratefulness to him.

Q| What is the difference between being obedient in order to be saved and being obedient
out of love and gratefulness for our salvation?

Q| What is the danger in becoming too legalistic in our desire to please a holy God? What is
the danger in becoming too casual as we embrace grace through faith?

Optional Activity

Ask for four volunteers to defend different statements or
should try to argue for the value of their approach. Think about similarities and differences
between the different approaches.

1 The Perfectionistt. Al beli eve that | have al/l I need to do all t
am a good person and can make goodded si ons. 0O

1 TheHedonist Al feel that someonedés idea about God is fine f
have a good time no matter what the future may hol d. o

1 ThePragmatist. fl think there are many different ways to beli
God wants. Weneedtot ake t he most practical approach. o

i The Searcher, Al wonder what it means not to measure up to Go
need to know more about what God wants in someone who

How can such people be reached with the good news of God in Chiist? What do they need to
hear about Godés righteousness and mercy?

Teaching point three:  Jesus made it possible for human beings to reconcile
with God and once again enjoy his fellowship.

Read Romans 3:21 26.

In one of the most famous passages Paulwrot¢, he says that fAa righteousness fr ol
from the law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This

righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Chri c
grace, Jesus Christ can regéem fallen humanity through his death and resurrection. All have

sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, Paul says, f
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 0 Chri st

human beings could not do for themselves. People cannotbe righteousd but they can be made
righteous.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:18i 21.

Paul notes that God was reconciling the world to himself through Jesus Christ. No longer does

God count pe o ptkthemd imstead he recognigea ithenrsconciling work of Christ that

makes us righteous. Itds an amazing truth that Jesus toolk
be made righteous, as we were designed to be in the first place. We might prove in any

generation that we reject God and fall short of his glory, but through Jesus Christ, God shows

us righteous grace.
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Q| Name some ways in which God is unspeakably generous.

Q| What is generosity, in human terms? How can human beings be generous in any
meaningfulway ? How does that reflect Godébés character?

One of the most famous passages of Scripture is Paulds cl
short of the glory of God, yet God redeems us through the work of Jesus Christ.

Q| Whatdoesitmeantosaythatwerave #ffallen shorto of Godds glory? What
be redeemed in Christ?

Q| What does Paul mean when he says that God accomplished his saving work in Christ in

part through his forbearance in | eaving sins unpuni she
character?

Q! Inwhat way do we now share in the ministry of reconciliation? How can we help others to
understand and believe in what God has done for them in Christ?

Q What are some of the barriers we encounter as we try t
grace? What were some steps in your understanding of grace through faith?

Teaching point four:  When we commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, we
find mercy and grace along with righteousness and holiness.

Read Ephesians 2:5 9.

Paul tells the Ephesiansthat God made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in

transgressions. People often dondét recognize that they ar
speaking. The word transgression means an act violating a law or a code, or commission of

wrongs, or overstepping limits. So we can transgress and not know what we have done, since

we were never taught that certain things are wrong. Or we can be quite blatant about the law or

code or limits we violate. So righteousness helps us to understand what it takes to be godly and

pure, and mercy helps us to understand what it takesto be made godly and pure. Salvation

helps us to live both law and grace.

Finally, the salvation we have received is by grace throlt
onecanboastd I n the end, Paul stresses, we may have rejected
God has not rejected us, and he has demonstrated his faithfulness to us in sending Jesus Christ

to be among us, to die for us, and to be raised from the dead so that we also cafind new life.

God has demonstrated to us that we are saved by grace through faith in Christ; now we need to

respond with a real sense of gratitude and a commitment to follow Christ in the challenges and

circumstances of life.

Q| How do people demonstrate that they are dead in transgressions? Do they even know
they have no life? How can they find out?

Q| Transgression is an ancient theological term that we rarely hear in conversation. What

are some other terms that we can use to underscore the power of imful behavior and
attitude?
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Q People sometimes say, Al am not rejecting you. Il si mpl
difference between outright rejection and failure to follow commands or directions?
Explain.

Q| Why is it sometimes difficult for pe ople to accept that salvation is fully and ultimately the
work of God? They may think their acceptance of salvation is part of the deal. Is there
something wrong in this opinion? What might that be?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

J. I. Packer, in his enduring and noble book Knowing God (InterVarsity Press, 1973), says that

God does not owe it to anyone to stop righteousness and justice from taking their course with

human beings. After all, through every generation people have turned away from him and

sinned.But , he says, fAGrace i s -origieated, andof proceezlingsense of being se
from the One who was free not to be gracious. o0 But he doe
particular kind of divine outreach to humankind: sovereign love. God has elected to be

merciful, and he pours out his mercy.

This idea was poignantly expressed by Frederick William Faber, a 19thcentury Anglican
clergyman, in his famous hymn of salvation:

Thereds a wideness in Godbdés mercy
like the wideness of the sea;

t h e ra&iddsess in his justice,

which is more than liberty.

There is welcome for the sinner,

and more graces for the good;

there is mercy with the Savior;

there is healing in his blood.

Q! J.1. Packer says that God was free not to be gracious, especially imiew of human

sinfulness and rebellion. So why do you think he chose to be gracious to fallen humanity?
How does that help you to deal with people who are stuck in their sinfulness today?

Q| How can the sovereign grace and love of God be communicated in a age when, maybe
more than ever, people are unadnything? o accept Godbés sove

Q I'f you were to witness t o s@eragdbvedowacouidgaus | ove, but al s
get the message across so that people would listeé and even undergand?

Action Point:  Brainstorm some ways you can approach your secular colleagues at work, in
social gatherings, and in community life and present the dual message of the righteousness and
mercy of God. What are some approaches you could take that would nbstress one over the
other? Are there some people who are more open to a word about righteousness, and others
who can hear words of mercy? Why? What does it take to present a balanced message of
salvation?
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d Study by John Throop, a writer on theology, eth ics, and church ministry, and
the executive director of the Association for Volunteer Administration.

Recommended Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Nature of God course
-A Better Look at Godobés Face
-Does God Know Your Next Move?
-Our Merciful Judge
-Knowing God Through His Names

& The Bondage of the Will, Martin Luther (Revell, 1990; ISBN: 0800753429)

& Chosen but Free: A Balanced View of Divine Election, Norman L. Geisler (Bethany
House Publishers, 2001; ISBN: 0764225219)

& Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God, J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1991; ISBN:
083081339X)

& TheHoliness of God, R. C. Sproul (Tyndale House, 1998; ISBN: 0842314989)

& Institutes of the Christian Religion , John Calvin, tr. Henry Beveridge (William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1990; ISBN: 0802881661)

& Knowing God, J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1973; ISBN: 0877847703)

& More Than Meets the Evye: Fascinati nRjcha®l i mpses of Godd
A. Swenson, M.D. (NavPress, 2000; ISBN: 1576830691)

& Your God Is Too Small, J. B. Phillips (Touchstone, 1997; ISBN: 0684846969)

& The Trivialization of God: The Dangerous lllusion of a Manageable Deity , Donald W.
McCullough (NavPress, 1995; ISBN:0891099093)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDYS

Understanding God Through
Freedom and Grace

Why did an omn iscient God create humankind knowing that so many
would reject him?

We think that an all -knowing God should have given us the ability to
always do right. But from the beginning, humans have disobeyed God and
chosen to sin instead.

Why did God give us the freedom to walk away from his perfect will? And
why does he offer abounding grace to us when we have made such a mess
of the world? What does that tell us about him?

Lesson #5

Scripture:
Deuteronomy 29:24i 29; Joshua 1:6i 8; Psalm 139:1i 3; Matthew 5:17 1 20; Romans 3:21i 26; 2 Corinthians 5:187 21; Ephesians 2:5i 9
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PART 1

Identify the Issue

In Institutes of the Christian Religion , Reformation leader John Calvin
says there is a key contrast between Almighty God and the human being

AContrasting our conduct with the L &
very far it is from being in accor of
secondly, taking a survey of our powers, we see that they are not only
unequal to fulfill the Law, but are altogether nul I . 0
The guestion before us is profound: Why did an omniscient God create
humankind knowing that people, in every generation, would reject him?
As Calvin also observed in his writings, God is holy and glorious, and we
never can measure up in our brokenness and fallenness. God created
human beings in his image, without sin and death. It seems like a waste of creative power, then,
for God to create human beings with the ability to turn away & and not just Adam and Eve in the
beginning, but every generation since.
PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles
Teaching point one: Through his omniscience and foreknowledge, God knew
human beings would not measure up to holy standards, but he chose to create
us anyway.
Teaching point two:  Through the work of Jesus Chr ist, human beings are made
right with God and benefit from the grace of salvation.
Teaching point three:  Jesus made it possible for human beings to reconcile
with God and once again enjoy his fellowship.
Teaching point four:  When we commit ourselves to fol low Jesus Christ, we
find mercy and grace along with righteousness and holiness.
PART 3
Apply Your Findings
J. I. Packer, in his enduring and noble book Knowing God (InterVarsity Press, 1973), says that
God does not owe it to anyone to stop righteousnessand justice from taking their course with
human beings. After all, through every generation people have turned away from him and
sinned. But, he says, fGr acweignated, dndda grqceeding t he sense of bei
from the One who was free nottobe gr aci ous. 0 But he does elect to show it

particular kind of divine outreach to humankind: sovereign love. God has elected to be
merciful, and he pours out his mercy.

This idea was poignantly expressed by Frederick William Faber, a19th-century Anglican
clergyman, in his famous hymn of salvation:

- ~
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Thereds a wideness in Godds mercy
like the wideness of the sea;
thereds a kindness in his justice,

which is more than liberty.
There is welcome for the sinner,
and more graces for the good;
there is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in his blood.

8 Study by John Throop, a writer on theology, ethics, and church ministry, and
the executive director of the Association for Volunteer Administration.

Recommended Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Nature of God course
-A Better L Fack a't Godos
-Does God Know Your Next Move?
-Our Merciful Judge
-Knowing God Through His Names

& The Bondage of the Will, Martin Luther (Revell, 1990; ISBN: 080075342 9)

& Chosen but Free: A Balanced View of Divine Election, Norman L. Geisler (Bethany
House Publishers, 2001; ISBN: 0764225219)

& Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God, J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1991; ISBN:
083081339X)

& The Holiness of God R. C. Sproul (Tyndale House, 1998; ISBN: 0842314989)

& Institutes of the Christian Religion , John Calvin, tr. Henry Beveridge (William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1990; ISBN: 0802881661)

& Knowing God, J. I. Packer (InterVarsity Press, 1973; ISBN: 0877847703)

& More Than Meets the Eye: Fascinati nRchadl i mpses of Godad
A. Swenson, M.D. (NavPress, 2000; ISBN:1576830691)

& Your God Is Too Small, J. B. Phillips (Touchstone, 1997; ISBN: 0684846969)

&  The Trivialization of God: The Dangerous lllusion of a Manageable Deity , Donald W.
McCullough (NavPress, 1995; ISBN:0891099093)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 6
Understanding God Through
His Love and Power

The Scriptures demand that we both love and fear God.

It is unfashionable to fear God in a literal sense. Love is in; fear is out. Yet

thosewhohae never trembled from head
perfect love. What is the fear of the Lord? Are we missing something
without it? What does it have to ¢

Lesson #6

Scripture References:
Psdm 19:9; 111:10; Isaiah 8:12 i 13; Matthew 10:28; Romans 11:2017 22; 1 Corinthians 10:117 12; Hebrews 10:31; 1 John 4:18
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PART 1

Identify the Issue

Note to | eader. Provide each perso
at the end of this stuay).

Participantos

JeffreyKluger wrote in his article AWhy|
Shoul dndt o:

About the Th

As human beings, we pride ourselves on being the only species that
understands the concept of risk. Yet we have a confounding habit of
worrying about mere possibilities while ignoring probabilitiesd of building
barricades against perceived dangers while leaving ourselves exposed to
real ones.

For example, we agonize over the avian flu, which [as of December 2006] had killed
precisely no one in the U.S., but have to be cajoled into gettin g vaccinated for the
common flu, which contributes to the deaths of 36,000 Americans each year. White -
knuckle flyers routinely choose the car when traveling long distances, heedless of the
fact that, at most, a few hundred people die in U.S. commercial air line crashes in a
year, compared with 44,000 killed in motor -vehicle wrecks.

We wring our hands over the mad cow pathogen that might be (but almost certainly

isnbét) in our hamburger, yet worry far | ess about the chol
heart disease that kills 700,000 of us annually. Shoppers still look askance at a bag of

spinach for fear of E. coli bacteria while filling their carts with fat -sodden French fries

and salt-crusted nachos.

We put filters on faucets, install air ionizers in our hom es, and lather ourselves with

antibacterial soap. At the same time, 20 percent of all adults still smoke; nearly 20

percent of drivers and more than 30 percent of backseat pa
seatbelts; and two-thirds of us are overweight or obese.

Inshort, shadowed by peril as we are, you would think web6d g
distinguishing the risks likeliest to do us in from the ones that are statistical long shots.
But you would be wrong. [ 7/ime magazine (12-4-06), p. 657 67]

We could make a similar casefor the way we fear the world more than we fear God. We are

often told that respect and reverence are closer to the biblical concept of fear. Yet translators
keep using that word. Maybe fear really means fear after all.

Discussion starters:
Q| What do you think it means to fear God?
Q| What are some reasons we might shy away from this kind of definition today?
U  Are these valid reasons?

Q| How does it make you feel to think of God as someone to be feared?
U How does the fact that God is good temper our fearof him?

\\M' :
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PART 2

U How is our fear of God different than our fear of humans?

Can we love and fear God at the same time? If so, how?

U Martin Luther had an interesting solution to this problem. He spoke of loving and
fearing Godd and left it at that. No embarrassment. No explanation. What do you
think of his answer?

Why should we fear God?

What is it about God that fills you with awe, reverence, a sense of mystery, and fear?

U When have you experienced this? Does this experience of awe happen frequently?
U0 Whataspects of Godédés character inspire these reaction:

U  Which of his acts (in history or in your life) induce the same reactions?

Is it possible to scare someone into the kingdom of God? Explain your answer.

Despite the unpopularity of believing in a God who is to be feared above all else, we get
our doctrine from the Bible, not from our neighbors. Why is this statement significant?

U Why is it so difficult to hold to this?

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Fear of God removes o ur other fears.

Ri chard Halverson said, fAMen who fear God face |life fear/|l
up fearing everything.o0o And John Newton famously recordec
AAmazing Graceo: fAdTwas gr ace gtadeanyfearsadlieyddt/ my heart to f ec
How precious did that grace appear [/ The hour | first bel
Read Isaiah 8:12 13.

Q| What is wrong with fearing the world or what is in the world?

Q| What is wrong with seeing the world as our ultimate threat?

Q! Whatar e we to Adreado (NIV), according to Isaiah?

Q| Why does Isaiah say we should fear God?

Q Note the reference to Godo6és holiness. What does this h

Teaching point two: Fear of God leads to wisdom in life.

Read Psalm 111:10.
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Q| How is the fear of the Lord the beginning of wisdom?

U What does this fear involve practically?
U If fear is the beginning of wisdom, what place does love have?

U Is fear just an initial phase, or must we keep coming back to it? Explain your answer.

Q| What do the following passages teach us about the meaning of fearing God?

U Romans 11:2Q0 22: What attribute or aspect of God does Paul indicate should cause
us to fear the Lord?

U 1 Corinthians 10:11 12: How does this passage warn us to fear God? What has God
done to deserve this fear?

U Hebrews 10:31: Why is this a dreadful thing?

Teaching point three: Fear of God leads to confidence.

Q| Read 1 John 4:18. How do we reconcile this verse with the idea that we must fear God to
know his perfect love?

Q| Read Psalm B:9. What two qualities does the psalmist say belong to fear of the Lord?

U Would you say the psalmist sees this fear as good or bad? Explain.
U Based on this verse, is fear of the Lord something we grow out of, or something that
stays with us? Explain.

Q| Read Matthew 10:28. What is the point of this verse?

U What does it encourage?
U0 What does it discourage?

U How does this verse illustrate the point that we should not see the world as our
ultimate threat?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Ail't is only tthhaet fceaanr doefl iGoed us from the fear of man. 606
0 John Witherspoon

Action Points:  One reason many people are uncomfortable with the idea of fearing God is
because of the general attitude of our culture, as well as our human nature. How true is this of
you personally? Do you feel you need a change in attitude? In what way?

U What does your pride have to do with it? What about your need for security? How
have these affected your ability to appreciate God or to obey him?
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U Would you describe your heart as united? What are some practical steps you might
take to accomplish this?

U0  What factors work against us in this respect? What factors may help?
U How can we, as fellow Christians, help one another to obtain a united heart?

U  What role does fear play in your obedience to Gd? What role should it play? What
are some other reasons to obey him?

U What are some things your church might do in its worship services to convey the
awesome majesty of God? What can you do personally to prepare your own heart?

U How can we encourage othersto fear God?

U Spend some time praying about these things. Bring up specific areas where you need
to fear the world less and God more.

Recommended Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Eear and Friendship: Two Sides to Worship
-Ortberg on Understanding God
-Our Powerful Helper: Knowing God Course

&  The Joy of Fearing God, Jerry Bridges (Random House, Inc, 1999; ISBN-13:
9781400070640)

& Before His Throne: Discovering the Wonder of Intimacy with a Holy God _, Kathy
Howard (New Hope Publishers, 2008; ISBN -13: 9781596692015)

& The Fear of the Lord, John Bevere (Strang Communications, 1997; ISBN-13:
9780884194866)

& When People Are Big and God Is Small: Overcoming Peer Pressure, Codependency,
and the Fear of Man, Edward T. Welch (P & R Publishing, 1997; ISBN-13:
9780875526003)

& Fear of God, John Bunyan (Ligonier Ministries, 1999; ISBN -13:9781573580847)

& Intimate Friendship with God Through Understanding the Fear of the Lord , Joy
Dawson (Baker, 1986; ISBN-13: 9780800790844)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDY 6
Understanding God Through
His Love and Power

The Scriptures demand that we both love and fear God.

It is unfashionable to fear God in a literal sense. Love s in; fear is out. Yet
those who have never trembled fror
perfect love. What is the fear of the Lord? Are we missing something
without it? What does it have to ¢

Lesson #6

Scripture References:
Psalm 19:9; 111:10; Isaiah 8:12 i 13; Matthew 10:28; Romans 11:2017 22; 1 Corinthians 10:117 12; Hebrews 10:31; 1 John 4:18
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PART 1

Identify the Issue

Jeffrey Kluger wrote in his article &6&GtWhy We Worry About t

As human beings, we pride ourselves on being the only species that understands the
concept of risk. Yet we have a confounding habit of worrying about mere possibilities
while ignoring probabilitiesd of building barricades against perceived dangers while
leaving ourselves exposed to real ones.

For example, we agonize over the avian flu, which [as of December 2006] had killed
precisely no one in the U.S., but have to be cajoled into getting vaccinated for the
common flu, which contributes to the deaths of 36,000 Americans each year. White-
knuckle flyers routinely choose the car when traveling long distances, heedless of the
fact that, at most, a few hundred people die in U.S. commercial airline crashes in a
year, compared with 44,000 killed in motor -vehicle wrecks.

We wring our hands over the mad cow pathogen that might be (but almost certainly

isnbét) in our hamburger, yet worry far | ess about the chol
heart disease that kills 700,000 of us annually. Shoppers still look askance at a bag of

spinach for fear of E. coli bacteria while filling their carts with fat -sodden French fries

and salt-crusted nachos.

We put filters on faucets, install air ionizers in our homes, and lather ourselves with

antibacterial soap. At the same time, 20 percent of all adults still smoke; nearly 20

percent of drivers and more than 30 percent of backseat pa
seatbelts; and two-thirds of us are overweight or obese.

In short, shadowed by peril as weodar e, you would think webo
distinguishing the risks likeliest to do us in from the ones that are statistical long shots.
But you would be wrong. [ 7/ime magazine (12-4-06), p. 657 67]

We could make a similar case for the way we fear the world more than we fear God. We are
often told that respect and reverence are closer to the biblical concept of fear. Yet translators
keep using that word. Maybe fear really means fear after all.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Fear of God removes our other fears.

Teach ing point two: Fear of God leads to wisdom in life.

Teaching point three: Fear of God leads to confidence.
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PART 3

Apply Your Findings

it

is only the fear of God that can deliver

0 John Witherspoon

Recommended Resources

&

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Fear and Friendship: Two Sides to Worship
-Ortberg on Understanding God
-Our Powerful Helper: Knowing God Course

The Joy of Fearing God, Jerry Bridges (Random House, Inc, 1999; ISBN-13:
9781400070640)

Before His Throne: Discovering the Wonder of Intimacy with a Holy God _, Kathy
Howard (New Hope Publishers, 2008; ISBN -13: 9781596692015)

The Fear of the Lord, John Bevere (Strang Communications, 1997; ISBN-13:
9780884194866)

When People Are Big and God Is Small: Overcoming Peer Pressure, Codependency,
and the Fear of Man, Edward T. Welch (P & R Publishing, 1997; ISBN-13:
9780875526003)

Fear of God, John Bunyan (Ligonier Ministries, 1999; ISBN -13: 9781573580847)

Intima te Friendship with God Through Understanding the Fear of the Lord , Joy
Dawson (Baker, 1986; ISBN-13: 9780800790844)
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 7

Understanding God Through His Anger

We learn a lot about God through what makes him angry.

Control your temper, now. Count to
Take an anger management class, you hothead! Obviously, anger is the black
sheep in the family of emotions. How many books, seminars, and sermons
teach ways toclamp down on anger? What if anger was intended to be a
positive thing?

But sometimes we need to be angry with the kind of anger God stirs um
righteous angerd so that we will defy evil. How does this emotion reflect the
heart of God? How could it effect sacial change? And what keeps it from going
overboard? This study will discuss these questions.

Lesson #7

Scripture:
Exodus 22:21i 24; Deuteronomy 6:1371 15; 2 Samuel 6:17 11; Psalm 4; John 2:13i 22; Ephesians 4:26i 27
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PART 1
Identify th e Current Issue

Note to | eader. Provide each perso
at the end of this stuay).

Several books lately have lamented the contemporary Christian value of
Aniceness. 0 They suggest thatfor unf
Christians today is simply to be nice. When was the last time you heard a
sermon on the virtues of righteous anger?

Pastor and author Garret Keizer sa
cleansing the temple and whasisdure i
model for righteous anger. Love-induced anger can help us jump into the
fray of hard hearts and broken people around us, and, as a result, effect
change.

Discussion starters:

Q| When you think of the word anger what comes to mind?

Q! In what situations has anger been a positive resource for you?

Q Why do you think the church doesnét talk much about ri
Q| When have you seen righteous anger in someone?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one:  Righteous anger refl ects the heart of a loving God.

AfAnger i s evidence that we are made in Godbés image; it de
concern for justice and righteousness in spite of our fal
evidence of our nobility, notourde pr avi ty, 0 counsel orThe®@therpidedhapman writes (
Love, Moody, 1999). It sounds odd, but our anger can be a godly response to the world around

us.

Q Wwhat do you think of Chapmands quote above?

Garret Keizer says, A(TIelatdanratgryndbpd, &3ovellasadovieg j eal ous
God and a merciful God. | am unable to imagine one without the other. | am unable to commit
to any Messiah who doesnét knock over tables. o

Q| How can a loving God also be an angry God? Can there be one without thether?

Q what are some examples of Goddés anger in Scripture?

Read Deuteronomy 6:13 15, where Moses relays the commands of God to Israel.

sl
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Q| What does this passage tell you about God?

Q| From what you read here, is God an arrogant hothead? Why or whynot?

Q! What do you think God means when he commands Israel to fear him (v. 13)?

Q| Why do you think God is a jealous God (v. 15)? Is it for our ultimate good? Why or why

not?
Q Why is destruction fAfrom the f acpeonosfe,t hoen |Gonddéos ( v . 15)

part, to idolatry?

Leader 6sGiNdotaeescri bed LbRobjneal f Gad, iwhe i s among you.

had shown himself as real, relational, compassionate, rescuing, and all -powerful. There
was no question of his holiness. God must be worshiped as he describes himself. We
must relate to him on his terms, as he deserves.

Read 2 Samuel 6:1 11.
Q| Is God fair in this passage? Why or why not? Should we be scared of him?

Leader 0sExbdbdast26:14i 15 describes the correct method of moving theark.
Uzzah acted without reverence and treated this holy object as common.

Q| What was God angry about here? What does this event tell you about God? His holiness?
His commands?

Q' I'n what ways does the church not wddwetryGodods
tame him?

Q| What should reverence toward God look like?

o

H

righteous

Q'I'f this is how God reveals himself, how do we reflect
world?

Teaching point two: Righteous anger confronts evil.

In the 1976 film Network , television broadcaster Howard Beale rants about the state of the

worl d and encourages Viewer s: Al want you to get up right
open them and stick your head out and yell 61 &dm as mad as:s
anymoriehdés Thave got to change. But first, youbve gotta (ge
form of love. I f we truly |l ove Godbés world, we will stanc
were meant to be, and, by God, theycewmiel | change! d Per hap:e
sometimes just complacency and fear in disguise.

Q| What makes you angry?

Q was there ever a time when you were so angry about som

keep quiet? If so, tell us about it.
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Read Exodus 22:21 24.
Q| Whatdoesthispassage el | you about Goddés heart?

Q| What does it tell you about the value he places on peoplé especially the hurting and
oppressed?

Q Does Godoés punishment fit the crimes (v. 24)? Why or w

Read John 2:13 22.

Q Garret Keizer wr ictoensmi tiilt oa na nuyn avbelses itacth who doesndt Kknooc

tables. o Is this true for you? Why or why not?

Q| Does this account make you uncomfortable? If so, how?

Q| What specific actions and words did Jesus utilize? What does this tell you about Jesus?

Q| Why did he take this sort of action? What was being devalued?

Q How did Jesusod actions affect the merchants? The disci

Q Again, Keizer writes, fAAnger is grace both when Chri st
he is cleansing the | epers. o How so?

Q| Inwhat instances of injustice does zeal for God consume you and move you toward

action?

Q| What situations (in your church, your community, your world) should cause righteous

anger in you? In |light of Jesus o0 ingthese |, how could you a
situations? What prevents you from doing so?

Optional Activity: Distribute a newspaper or weekly news magazine to each member. Scan

through the pages together and point out stories that might arouse godly anger. Maybe there

are reports of white -collar crime that affect employees, or systemic injustice that oppresses

the poor, or actions that devalue life, etc. Pray as a group for these situations and people.

Pray that your hearts would reflect Godobésorheart of righte
churchd or certain individuals & need to speak out or take action?

Teaching point three: Righteous anger recognizes God as judge.

Righteous anger reflects Godds heart, and it can moti vat e
But, we have all seen Chrstiansd or been Christiansd who take this as license to be judge, jury,
and executioner. We can rest in the fact that God is the just and ultimate Judge.

Q! In your opinion, when have Christians taken righteous anger too far?

Read Ephesians 4:26 27.
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Q! Paul referred to Psalm 4:4 when he wrote, Aln your ange
would not cross the line into sin?

Q! What would it look like to not let the sun go down while you are angry?
L e ader 6 sThiHocommand suggests the good practiceofk ee pi ng fishort accountso

with those we are angry with. But it is also a directive to lay even our righteous anger
before God the just Judge.

Q| How could our anger, specifically righteous anger, lead to a foothold for Satan if we are
not careful?

Read Psalm 4.

Q| What comfort comes from knowing that God is a righteous God (v. 1), especially in light
of injustice?

Q| What is the distress from which David is seeking relief (vv. 21 3)?
L eader 0 sltsHams that David had been falsely accused or slandered by idolaters.

Q Theologian and teacher Bob Deffinbaugh suggests that
kind of O6self talk.d® Here David addresses himself é.0

himself to do regarding his righteous anger?

Q| As David turns over his righteous anger and distress to God in the face of injustice, what
are the results (vv. 6 8)?

Q| What instances of righteous anger do you need to trust God for (v. 5)?

Q| How would trust in a righteous God allow you to rest peacefully despite the injustice
around you (v. 8)?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Only a Lover can confront corruption, injustice, and deadened souls. We can be thankful that
our Holy God is a righteous, loving God who is angry over sin and injustice. From that
understanding we can and must confront evil with word and deed. We are compelled by Christ
to be Afurious with |l ove. o0

Q| How have you or your church acted upon righteous anger? What more might you need to
say or do?

Q| What in your life has served to deaden your sen® of indignation? What has stirred it?

Q| Who do you know that has modeled true righteous anger?
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Q Where do you need to feel the weight of Godds righteou
unjust or disobedient lately?

Action plan:  Take time to repent of instances where righteous anger was not acted upon
because of fear or indifference, or where righteous anger turned into sin.

Commit to taking the next step in a situation where you have experienced righteous anger.
Maybe it means writing a letter, confronting someone, or volunteering with a relief agency, but
take the next step.

Invite some people who have acted upon righteous anger to address your small group maybe a
missionary, an activist, or a visionary high school student. Invite them to share their heart s
with your group.

Study by Kyle White, director of Neig
a ministry to at -risk kids in DeKalb, lllinois

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-What és Fueling Your Anger?

& Let Justice Roll Down, John Perkins (Regal Books, 2006; ISBN: 0830743073)

& The Enigma of Anger: E ssays on a Sometimes Deadly Sin Garret Keizer (Jossey
Bass, 2002; ISBN: 0787957283)

& The Other Side of Love: Handling Anger in a Godly Way , Gary Chapman (Moody
Press, 1999; ISBN: 0802467776)

& A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches of Martin Luther King,
Jr., Martin Luther King, James M. Washington, Ed. (HarperSanFrancisco, 1990;
ISBN: 0060646918)
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Understanding God Through His Anger

We learn a lot about God through what makes h im angry.

Control your temper, now. Count to
Take an anger management class, you hothead! Obviously, anger is the black
sheep in the family of emotions. How many books, seminars, and sermons
teach ways to damp down on anger? What if anger was intended to be a
positive thing?

But sometimes we need to be angry with the kind of anger God stirs um
righteous angerd so that we will defy evil. How does this emotion reflect the
heart of God? How could it effect sodal change? And what keeps it from going
overboard? This study will discuss these questions.

Lesson #7

Scripture:
Exodus 22:21i 24; Deuteronomy 6:1371 15; 2 Samuel 6:17 11; Psalm 4; John 2:13i 22; Ephesians 4:26i 27
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PART 1
Identify the  Current Issue

Several books lately have lamented the contemporary Christian value of
Aniceness. 0 They suggest that, unf
Christians today is simply to be nice. When was the last time you heard a
sermon on the virtues of righteous anger?

Pastor and author Garret Keizer sa
cleansing the temple and when he i
model for righteous anger. Love-induced anger can help us jump into the
fray of hard hearts and broken people around us, and, as a result, effect
change.

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one:  Righteous anger reflects the heart of a loving God.

Teaching point two: Righteous anger confronts evil.

Teaching point three: Rig  hteous anger recognizes God as judge.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Only a Lover can confront corruption, injustice, and deadened souls. We can be thankful that
our Holy God is a righteous, loving God who is angry over sin and injustice. From that
understanding we can and must confront evil with word and deed. We are compelled by Christ
to be Afurious with |l ove. o0

Study by Kyle White, director erigkkilkdn ghbor sé House,
DeKalb, lllinois

sl

E 200 8HRISTIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL
Visit SmallGroups.com and ChristianBibleStudies.com



Who Is God? PARTI CI PANTOS G

Understanding God Through His Anger
Quarterly Bible Study Page3

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-What és Fueling Your Anger?

& Let Justice Roll Down, John Perkins (Regal Books, 2006; ISBN: 0830743073)

& The Enigma of Anger: Essays on a Sometimes Deadly Sin, Garret Keizer (Jossey
Bass, 2002; ISBN: 0787957283)

& The Other Side of Love: Handling Anger in a Godly Way , Gary Chapman (Moody
Press 1999; ISBN: 0802467776)

& A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches of Martin Luther King,
Jr., Martin Luther King, James M. Washington, Ed. (HarperSanFrancisco, 1990;
ISBN: 0060646918)

sl
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Understanding God Through His Mercy

Godods mercy tells us a grea

Mercy has been defined as fAkindne
fairness. o | f God had been only f
webe?Buts t here a harshmés&eima Godds
di agnosis that precedes healing? /
mercy? Why do so many people refuse it? What happens to a person who
truly receives the mercy of God?

a (N

Lesson #8
Scripture:
Exodus 8:1i 15; Psalm 51:1i 2, 101 13; 119:21, 24; Proverbs 16:2, 25; Jeremiah 17:9 i 10; Daniel 2:17 23; Matthew 5:11 12; Mark 5:17 20; Luke 6:271 36;
John 3:19i1 21; Acts 9:11 22; Ephesians 4:21i 32; 1 Timothy 1:127 17; 2 Timothy 3:16 i 17; Titus 3:31 8; Hebrews 4:1271 13; James 1:21i 25; 2:121 26; 1
Peter 1:31 5; Jude 1:207 23; Revelation 3:171 20
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

Note to | eader. Provide each perso Participantos
at the end of this stuay).
Miguel de Cervantessai d, fAAmong the attribut although the
all equal, mercy shines with even iancy than |
Q| If God were only just and not merciful, what could each of us
reasonably expect from him?
Q| Have you ever experienced the harshaspct s of Godods s o,
tell us about it.
In a CHRISTIANITY ToDAYar ti cl e called fAWhen Mercy Hurts,o Clifford Wi
are three firequirementso for receiving Godds mercy: (1) ¢
Giving up our effort s to justify ourselves; and (3) Being willing to abandon the activities and

attitudes that need forgiving.

Q| Inwhich of these three areas do you have the greatest personal struggle? WHy
Q| What word other than requirements do you feel expressesourpat i n receiving Godo6s
mercy?

L eader 0 sSoMepossibilities are: process of, conditions for, steps in.

Q| What are some of the defense mechanisms many of us use to deal with guilt and avoid
direct confrontation with God?

L eader 6 sAvblding keein g alone with God; refusing to believe the truth about
ourselves; pride; self -flattery; busyness with many activities that bring self -esteem;
comparison with others.

Q| How do you distinguish between a healthy involvement in life and a self-deluding over-
involvement in activities?

PART 2

Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one:  Until we understand our own unworthiness, we will never
understand Goddés mercy

Lfemagazine once did an issue titled AWho oms God?0 which &
all over the world. One interview was with ADavid B, 0 ide
French tobacconist, [who] began to steal when he was 13 and [was then] in the fourth year of a

2lyear sentence for murdering asstai@ament daptureadthg an ar med hol du

power of guilt and grace:
\\M;
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I didndét set out & andikdéoldblooddiwhen it deemed necessaryd s o
I didndét give it another thought at the ti
| had successfully ignored all my other crimes.

me . I thought th

But | soon discovered that a man who commits murder sets himself apart from all

other human beings for the rest of his life. One day | woke and felt that | had been

permanently stained by my act. The feeling grew so strong that | was a Imost relieved

to be caught. The feeling of horror, of disgust, of shame grew. | consulted a priest in

prison. He gave me a Bible and, as | began to read, | was somewhat comforted, not

initially by a sense of Godo6s fwaspgéeseneThess but by the convi
sense of separation | felt suggested the existence of a Being who was offended, who

cared.

What most impresses me now is the mercy of God, his refusal to be shocked by

anything | could do. The God | know is a knowing but forgiving God. He can forgive all

the more because he is nobodyds fool . I still feel gui | ty,
about my guilt. | can face it because | know that | am not alone in the universe. ?

Q| Why is it so difficult for us to gain a true picture of ourse Ives from introspection alone?

U Proverbs 16:2, 25
U0 Jeremiah 17:9' 10
U John 3:19i 21

U Revelation 3:17 20

Leader 6 sThélBikleaescribes the human condition and our bent toward self -
deception.

Q| How does the Bible enable us to see ourselves as we really ape
0 Psalm 119:21, 24
0 2 Timothy 3:167 17
U Hebrews 4:12' 13
U James 1:21 25

Q| Share an instance in which the Bible played a key role in changing your view of yourself.

L eader 6 sKebpantmend that while the Bible alters our self -image by exposing our
sin, it also encourages those who are burdened by false guilt to see themselves as they

are in Christ.
Teaching pointtwo: Godés mercy enables us to start a new |ife
In the article AWho |Is God?06 David continued: Al am convi

guilt to teach me. But it is hard. | feel newborn before this religion and defenseless before the

2"Who Is God?" Life (December 1990), p. 52.
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intensity of my feelings. | have always been violent. | am hoping that God may help me to have
alittteself-control . God, | et me | earn to be reasonable. 0

Q Howis receiving Godos mercy |linked with the power to |i

0 Psalm51:1 2,100 13
U Titus 3:37 8

0 1Peterl:35

i Jude 1:20i 23

Q| How did each of the following people respond to the mercy of God?

i Pharaohd Exodus 8:1i 15

U Danield Daniel 2:1i 23

i The demon-possesed mand Mark 5:11 20
0 Pauld Acts 9:11 22; 1 Timothy 1:12 17

Teaching pointthree: Godés mercy makes us compassionate toward

On the morning of October 2, 2006, a troubled milkman named Charles Carl Roberts
barricaded himself inside the West Nickel Mine Amish School, ultimately murdering five young
girls and wounding six others. Roberts committed suicide when police arrived on the scene. It
was a dark day for the Amish community of West Nickel Mines, but it was also a dark day for
Marie Robertsd the wife of the gunmand and her two young children.

But on the following Saturday, Marie experienced something truly countercultural while

attending her husbandés funeral. That day, she and her cl
about half of the 75 mourners presentd came and stood alongside them in the midst of their

own blinding grief. Despite the crime the man had perpetrated, the Amish came to mourn

Charles Carl Robertsd a husband and father.

Bruce Porter, a fire department chaplain who attended the service, described what moved him

most about the gesture: Altbds the | ove, the forgiveness,
toward the family. I broke down and cried seeing it displ
was also touched. fiShe wysthkrsobdblowtrelshowhedply moved b

Q| What practical expressions of mercy toward others should characterize our lives as
Christians?

0 Matthew 5:17 12

0 Luke 6:277 36

U Ephesians 4:21 32
0 James 2:12 26

3AAmi sh Mour nS6hb o mbh n R &BpTodpe(1067-06).
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PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Frederick William Faberi ns &iod,6 sfi Tmeercegdd i kewitcheenevisdeness o
Therebs a kindness in His justice which is more than | ibe
AHIi s thoughts said, O6There are some things that | <cannot

humbling memory will help thee to walk softy wthMea nd tenderly with others. 60

& Amy Carmichael

Q| What message does the Christian faith hold for a person who:

U Is overwhelmed by a sense of guilt? How would you respond to a person who said,
il ve gone too far and done tooy mafmyGdada?t hings. I 6 m

U Has no feeling of guilt or remorse at all?
Leader 6sTrnNmthink of someone in the Bible who came to Jesus inquiring about

eternal life, who had no apparent sense of guilt or personal failure. What did Jesus tell
that person? How did that person respond?

Q What personal experience stands out to you as a very m
mercy?

Q| What do you feel are the keys to our having a greater awareness and experience of the
mercy of God?

Q| Asyou grow older in your Christian fait h, i s your sense of Godo6s mercy grow
Why?

Q Where does Christdés death on the cross fit into the bi

Q How does our awareness of the cross and its meaning af

mercy in our lives?

Action Point: Cl ose b i

y sin hymn that expresses the mercy
a Wideness in Godo6s

g a (
cyo; fiGod |Is Love; Hi s Mercy Brigt

g
r

® >

i
M

0 Study Guide by David C. McCasland
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Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-The Beatitudes: Happiness Is a Serious Business
-Justice for All, One at a Time

& The Wisdom of Tenderness: What Happens When Godds Fie
Our Lives, Brennan Manning (HarperSanFran cisco, 2004; ISBN-13: 9780060724467)

& All of Grace, Charles H. Spurgeon (Whitaker House Publishers; ISBN-13:
9780883688 571)

& The Knowledge of the Holy, A. W. Tozer (HarperSanFrancisco, 1978; ISBN-13:
9780060684129)

\\M ':
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Understanding God Through His Mercy

Godods mercy tells us a grea

Mercy has been defined as fAkindne
fairness. o | f God had lkohefus, wharé would
we be? But is there adlhiakres han edsosc tio
di agnosis that precedes healing?
mercy? Why do so many people refuse it? What happens to a person who
truly receives the mercy of God?

N~ TS M (n

Lesson #8
Scripture:
Exodus 8:1i 15; Psalm 51:1i 2, 101 13; 119:21, 24; Proverbs 16:2, 25; Jeremiah 17:9 i 10; Daniel 2:17 23; Matthew 5:11 12; Mark 5:17 20; Luke 6:271 36;
John 3:19i 21; Acts 9:11 22; Ephesians 4:21i 32; 1 Timothy 1:127 17; 2 Timothy 3:16 i 17; Titus 3:31 8; Hebrews 4:1271 13; James 1:21i 25; 2:121 26; 1
Peter 1:31 5; Jude 1:207 23; Revelation 3:171 20
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

of God, F:
justice. o

Mi guel de Cervantes said, AAmMong
allequal,mer cy shines with even more

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one:  Until we understand our own unworthiness, we will never
understand Gododos mercy

Teaching pointtwo: Godo6és mercy enables iles to start a new |

Teaching pointthree: Godés mercy makes us compassionate toward

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

Frederick Wi lliam Faber said, fAThereds a wideness in God:¢
Thereds a kindness in &mnsl|lijhestt xedowhich is more th

AHIi s thoughts said, 6There are some things that | <cannot
humbl i ng memory wil/| help thee to walk softly with Me anc

8 Amy Carmichael

0 Study Guide by David C. McCasland
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Additional Resourc es

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-The Beatitudes: Happiness Is a Serious Business
-Justice for All, One at a Time

& The Wisdom of Tenderness: What Hapsgoemss When Godds Fie
Our Lives, Brennan Manning (HarperSanFrancisco, 2004; ISBN -13: 9780060724467)

& All of Grace, Charles H. Spurgea (Whitaker House Publishers; ISBN-13:
9780883688571)

& The Knowledge of the Holy, A. W. Tozer (HarperSanFrancisco, 1978;1SBN-13:
9780060684129)

\\M ':
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 9

Understanding God Through Our Pain

Learning from Job what God is like.

Whether it is lost possessions, family problems, poor health, a career
failure, orsomeother per sonal struggle, we ¢
plight. Why do Christians experience hardship? Why does God permitd
even encourage® Job-like tests of faith? Do our responses to these tests
make a difference? What do they tell us about God?

Lesson #9

Scripture References:
Job 1:6i 12; 13:15; 42:1 1 3; Daniel 10:21 5, 117 14; Romans 8:19; Ephesians 3:7i 12; Philippians 1:20; Hebrews 12:47 13
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

Note to | eader. Provide eache/(madudes atn
the end of this study).

What happens to our prayers after we send them out? For 300 people who
were living in the New Jersey area, the answer to that question is not very
encouraging.

Bill Lacovara was fishing on the coast of Atlantic City, New Jersey, when he
spotted a plastic bag floating in the water. Inside, he found about 300
prayers that had been mailed to a local pasto® most of which were
unopened. The pastor had died two years earlier, and authorities speculated
that the letters had been dumped as garbage when his house was cleaned out.

Some of the prayers were rather frivolous. For example, one man asked that God help him win
the lottery é twice. Al O&m still praying a@ao hit the Io
then, aftersome changes have taken pl ace, l et me hit the mil

But many of the letters were heartbreaking. They came from anguished spouses, children, and
widows, all crying out to God. Some prayed for relatives who were using drugs, gambling, or
cheating on them. One man wrote from prison, saying that he was innocent and wanted to be
back home with his family. A teenager poured out her heart on yellow-lined paper in the
curlicue handwriting of a schoolgirl, begging God to forgive her and asking for a second chance.

AiLord, | know t hat | have had an abortion, and | kil |l
not a day that goes by that | dondt think about the m
Lacovara was saddened that so many prayers had been t
l etters | ike this all over the world arené6ét being ope
hundreds of | ives here, a | ots+sof struggle, washed up

Discussion starters:
Q| When was the last time you felt betrayed by God? How did you resdve your hurt?

Q| If you are facing hardship now, what did you find especially discouraging in this story of
the New Jersey prayers?

Q| What do you think is the real question and point of the Book of Job?

U  Why do we tend to put God on trial when we read Job? Who is really on trial?

Q| Job and his friends agreed that a just, loving, and powerful God ought to follow certain
rules on earth. Do you agree or disagree with them? Why?

4Wayne Perry, AfLetters to God End Up306)n Ocean, Unread, 0 Associated
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PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles
Teaching point one:  God knows more than  we do.
AThe school of faith teaches us to trust God to solve our
course, it teaches us to trust God when He chooses not t ¢
o Stephen Board
Read Job 1:6 12.
Q' I's Satands chal | eageréorspont, oGonsdmethingngreater at atake®
Explain.
Q| What accusation does Satan make against Job?
Q' I'f Satandés accusation is correct, how does this reflec

Q| Why do you love God?
U If Satan made the same accusation against youwould it stick? Explain.

Read Job 13:15.

Q| What claims did Job make?

U Did he live up to those claims?
U Does Jobds first claim entitle him to the second? Wh

0 Does God ever owe uS anh opportunity to fAargue our wa
have a chance to do this?

Leader 6 sRehdoRbreans 14:10 12.

0 Which of these claims describes your attitude toward God?

0 Will some Christians have to live up to the first claim?

L eader 6sCohsaéerthe martyrs and apostles and modern prisoners in
oppressive nations.

Q| Does the fact that God was involved in this test make it difficult for you to trust and hope
in him? Why or why not?

Teaching point two:  We should translate our pain into faithfulness to God.

Q| Read Philippians 1:20. How is Paul willing to glorify God? What cost is he willing to pay?

U0 How is Paul 6s attitude | i ke Jobbdés attitude?

U  What priority should pleasure and physical comfort have in the Christian life? Why?
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Q| How do the following passages demonstrate that our choices of faith matter not just to us
and our own destiny but to God? Who depends on our most private faith decisions?
Consider:

i

Daniel 10:27 5, 11 14. How long did Daniel pray and act out his faith regarding his
need? How did this affect the heavenly messenger?

Romans 8:19
Ephesians 3:7 12

Q| Read Hebrews 12:4 13. Why does this writer say God disciplines or tests us?

How does this differ from the reason he tested Job?

How does Gododés discipline benefit wus
Did Job benefit in this way? Explain.

Why should verses 10 andl1 encourage us?

Q| Read Job 42:1 3. Why was Job able to challenge God, yet triumph in the end?

i

i

How does Job ultimately pass the test? What did Job cling to?
Why did this matter to God & and Satan?

If you are familiar with the Book of Job, how dothear gument s of Job

popular teachings on suffering and healing? How does the book refute these notions?

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

personally?

6s friends

i on

were not bolder to believe Christ and that you preferred all manner of evil. If | knew now the
great

Q

that Day [of Judgment] we shall spit

I n

Wh
i

i

upon ourselves

glory that is to foll ow, I would |l et everyone

o Martin Luther

Jobb6s boldness, he demanded an audience with
God vindicated Job. Is it okay to get mad at God? Why or why not?

y did God allow Jobds bold questions?

How did he respond?

Where is the line between honest, questioning anguish and irreverence?

If the way we respond to trials matters and has cosmic significance, what should we
remember when we face hardships? What is the most helpful principle you have gained
from this discussion?
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Q| How can you respond to well-meaning Christians who subscribe to the beliefs and
attitudes of Jobods friends?

Action Point : Are you or someone you know struggling with hardship? How can the
principles of this study help you or that person? Ask the others in your group to pray
concerning this.

Additional Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com
-Finding God in Our Pain
-Turning to God in Our Pain
-Psalms: Managing Our Emotions
-Godds Purposes in Our Suffering
-Perspectives on Suffering

& A Path Through Suffering: Di scovering the Relationshi
Our Pain, Elisabeth Elliot (Gospel Light; ISBN-13: 9780830734696)

& Your Scars Are Beautiful to God: Discovering the Purpose in the Pain of Your Past ,
Sharon Jaynes (Harvest House Publishers, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780736916103)

& When God Lets You Down: Trusting Again After Pain and Loss, Alex Gee (Inter-
varsity Press, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780830833979)

& Where Is God When it Hurts?, Philip Yancey (Zondervan, 1997; ISBN-13:
9780310214373)

& Disappointment with God: Three Questions No One Asks Aloud, Philip Yancey
(Zondervan, 1992; ISBN-13: 9780310517818)

& Can God Be Trusted in Our Trials? Tony Evans (Moody Publishers, 2004; ISBN-13:
9780802443793)

\\M ':
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Quarterly Bible Study

PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDY9

Understanding Go d Through Our Pain

Learning from Job what God is like.

Whether it is lost possessions, family problems, poor health, a career
failure, or some other personal st
plight. Why do Christians experience hardship? Why does God permitd
even encourage® Job-like tests of faith? Do our responses to these tests
make a difference? What do they tell us about God?

Lesson #9

Scripture References:
Job 1:6i 12; 13:15; 42:1 1 3; Daniel 10:21 5, 117 14; Romans 8:19; Ephesians 3:7i 12; Philippians 1:20; Hebrews 12:47 13
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

What happens to our prayers after we send them out? For 300 people who were living in the
New Jersey area, the answer to that question is not very encouraging.

Bill Lacovara was fishing on the coast of Atlantic City, New Jersey, when he spotted a plastic
bag floating in the water. Inside, he found about 300 prayers that had been mailed to a local

pastord most of which were unopened. The pastor had died two years ealier, and authorities
speculated that the letters had been dumped as garbage when his house was cleaned out.

Some of the prayers were rather frivolous. For example, one man asked that God help him win

the | ottery é twice. fkedm swill, pr agi wgotte. hiifFirise kot $!
then, after some changes have taken place, | et me hit the
But many of the letters were heartbreaking. They came from anguished spouses, children, and
widows, all crying out to God. Some prayed for relatives who were using drugs, gambling, or
cheating on them. One man wrote from prison, saying that he was innocent and wanted to be
back home with his family. A teenager poured out her heart on yellow-lined paper in the
curlicue handwriting of a schoolgirl, begging God to forgive her and asking for a second chance.
ALor d, I know that | have had an abortion, and | kil l ed ¢
not a day that goes by that I dondt think about the miste:
Lacovara was saddenedthatsasnany prayers had been tossed away, unheedec
l etters | ike this all over the world arenét being opened
hundreds of |lives here, a | otsof struggle, washed up on t
PART 2
Discover the Eternal Princip  les
Teaching point one:  God knows more than we do.
Teaching point two:  We should translate our pain into faithfulness to God.
PART 3
Apply Your Findings
AOn that Day [of Judgment] we shall spit upon ourselves ¢
were not bolder to believe Christ and that you preferred all manner of evil. If | knew now the
great glory that is to follow, I would |l et everyone wal k

SWayne Perry, AfLetters to God End Up306)n Ocean, Unread, 0 Associated Pres
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o Martin Luther

Additional Resources

ChristianBible Studies.com
-Finding God in Our Pain
-Turning to God in Our Pain
-Psalms: Managing Our Emotions
-Gododés Purposes in Our Suffering
-Perspectives on Suffering

& A Path Through Suffering: Di scovering the Relationshi
Our Pain, Elisabeth Elliot (Gospel Light; | SBN-13: 9780830734696)

& Your Scars Are Beautiful to God: Discovering the Purpose in the Pain of Your Past ,
Sharon Jaynes (Harvest House Publishers, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780736916103)

& When God Lets You Down: Trusting Again After Pain and Loss , Alex Gee (Inter-
varsity Press, 2006; ISBN-13: 9780830833979)

& Where Is God When it Hurts?, Philip Yancey (Zondervan, 1997; ISBN-13:
9780310214373)

& Disappointment with God: Three Questions No One Asks Aloud, Philip Yancey
(Zondervan, 1992; ISBN-13: 9780310517818)

& Can God Be Trusted in Our Trials? Tony Evans (Moody Publishers, 2004; ISBN-13:
9780802443793)

\\M ':
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Who Is God?

Quarterly Bible Study

LEADERS GUIDE FORSTUDY 10
Understanding God Through
His Protection

If God is faithful to protect his people, why is life still so hard?

ltés one of the ol dest and stronge
loving, all-powerful God: Bad things happen to good people. When we

experience pain and loss, we have to find a way to reconcile biblical words
of comfort with |ifebs episodes of

From what, and whom, does God pror
protection manifest itself? When can we expect it? What does that tell us
about him?

Lesson #10

Scripture:
Matthew 10; Romans 2:51 11; 1 Corinthians 15:1271 19; Ephesians 6:10i 18; Revelation 20:117 15
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PART 1
Identify the Current Issue

Note to | eader. Provide each perso e Participantods

at the end of this stuay).

Protection is big business in America these days. Advertisements for
medications, sunscreens, insurance, automobiles, credit cards, and many
more products all promise protection from one hazard or another.
According to a July 23, 2005, Washington Post article, nearly one-third of
American homes now have electronic security systems, up from just two
percent 25 years ago. The creation of the Department of Homeland
Security in 2002 has prompted increased spending on everything from
hidden cameras and metal detectors to large scale disaster drills.
Americans are scared, and theydre
away.

for something

A look at the television schedule underlines this point. Crime dramas continue to proliferate,
frightening vi ewers with packaged horrors and then soothing them with neat solutions.
Supernatural thrillers capitalize on the unsettled mood, while political shows offer fictional
heroes in high places. NBC Entertainment president Kevin Reilly summed up the creative

envi ronment : AThese are paranoid times. Whoo
in national security? That was definitely o

friend [ and]

BN

S
n our mind. o
Discussion starters:

Q| Do you enjoy scary movies and TV shows? Why or why not?

Q| Have you modified your life in response to September 11 or other recent tragedies? Do
you know people who have? If so, how?

Q| Do you think that Americans are more anxious today than during other eras, such as the
Cold War, World War Il, or the Great Depression? Why or why not ?

Q' Inyour opinion, are Christians any more or less paranoid than anyone else? To the extent
that Christians do seem paranoid, how does this harm their withess?

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Our eneménmges. mi ght not be Godds er
Refl ecting on the psalms, we note that | srael 6s enemies \
our apparent enemies are not. In her CHRISTIANITY ToDAYar t i cl e fiCan | Really Expect Go

Protect Me?0 Nancy Guthrie wr gtwethink@biitleosseswbo t hi nk about er
seem out to get us, former spouses who want to ruin us, rivals who want to defeat us, and

people who have hurt us. We think of those with ideologies and agendas at crosspurposes with

ours. The truth is, we are much more concemed about having God on our side to protect our

own interests and reputation than we are about being o
ultimate victory. o When an earthly enemy assails us, t

\\M' :
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protection but a misunderstanding of his promises. Read Ephesians 6:1G 18, which clarifies
the identity of our real enemy, details our defenses, and tells us how to call for help.

Q! Whom do you consider your enemy?

Q How can we tell

i f an ahp paanrde nbtl oeondedomyv airsi eotfy tohre afinf | aegse n t
ithe powers of thi

s dark worldo and Athe spiritual for

Q what is the difference between asking God to be on our
side? Give examples of a prayer of the first sort and a pragr of the second sort.

Q| This passage seems to define our struggles narrowly, emphasizing the spiritual dimension

far above all other aspects of our existence. Yet it e
Spirit on all occasions with all kindsofprayer s and requests. 0 Does verse 18 me
God is interested in our fiflesh and bloododo probl ems, t

possibly more pervasive than we realize?

U Is there anything Christians should never pray for?

Teaching point two: Our prioritie s might not be Godés priorities.
Read Matthew 10.

Jesusd commi ssioning speech to his disciples i
assurance of success in a mission that would b
defeat of the oppressive Romans. Instead, Jesus promised countless hardships on the road to a
victory so distant no one could name the date of its arrival. This is not exactly the assignment

the disciplesd or any of us, for that matter d signed up for.

s hardly a
ring about

Q| DoyouthinkJesusd® dire warnings of suffering and persecution
disciples, or do they apply to all Christians?

O How can we square this passage Ww

ith Jesus6 words at
yoke is easy and my burden is |ightd

0?

Q| In contempor ary America, hardly any Christians are arrested, flogged, or hated because
of Jesus. So what does it look like, here and now, to take up a cross and follow him?

0 Would American Christians be healthier, spiritually, if they faced more persecution?

Q Basedin part on this passage, Guthrie concluded in her a
our spiritual health than our physical health. Our bodies are going to die. Our souls are
going to |live forever. And Godés abilandty t o protect ou

eternal death is more significant than his ability to protect our bodies from disease or
death. o0 Do you agree with this assessment? Do you pray
find it reassuring or discouraging, and why?

Q| If physical health is a matter of relative indifference to God, why did Jesus perform so

many healings? On the other hand, if God is concerned with physical health, why do
Christians suffer and die at the same rate as everybody else?

E 20 0 GHRIATIANITY TODAY INTERNATIONAL
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U  What Scriptures or other sources of guidance might Christians draw upon to think
through this conundrum?

Optional activity: As a group, analyze and/or sing Martin Lutherds
Mi ghty Fortress I s Our God. o6 (For lyrics and musical acecoc
http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh110.sht __.) Note particularly the relative weight Luther

gives to physical and spiritual realities in verse 4, whi
mort al l'ife also; [/ thethodli déately gnaiyl |k;i 1/l ,hiGo dldisngdaum i s

Teaching point three: Our timing might not be Godds t

I f our prayers were filed by category, the biggest box wc
prayerso: fOhnow!lod dButhed s tnhee , Gbdis atenpgesseverried abaut n e d

the Anowo than we allel.CoriRtieiaangdl5:RdIand Reveratiod 20:11 15.

These passages allow us to glimpse the key events on God:¢

loom in our consciousness, the smalle our immediate problems will appear.

Q| How often do you think about things such as resurrection and judgment? What feelings
do such subjects evoké anxiety, confusion, elation, impatience, skepticism?

Q| Why does the Bible say as much as it does aboug¢vents that will occur at the end of time?
Why doesndt it give even more details? Would you rathe
resurrection and judgment? Why?

Q| Does the knowledge that God will defend you on Judgment Day sustain you through
earthly trials, or do the two situations seem completely disconnected? Are you ever
tempted to reverse 1 Cor inextlifeweshave hopeSnChrst, Al f only for t
we are to be pitied more than al/l meno?

Q| Wwalter Rauschenbusch, an architect of the early 20"-century social-gospel movement,
once wrote, AWhich wil/l do more to make our lives spir
tyranny of the world, the thought that we may at any moment enter into the presence of
the Lord, or the thought that every momentweareint he presence of the Lord?06 How
would you answer his question?

Optional activity: Recite as a group the first question and answer from the Heidelberg
Catechism, a statement of faith professed by Reformed churches from the 16" century to the
present:

Q| What is your only comfort in life and death?

A That | am not my own, but belong body and soul, both in life and in death, to my
faithful savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also preserves me in such a way
that without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all
things must work together for my salvation. Therefore by his Holy Spirit he also assures
me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for him.
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Visit SmallGroups.com and ChristianBibleStudies.com


http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh110.sht

9 LEADERSS GUI
Who Is God? Understanding God Through His Protection

Quarterly Bible Study Page5
PART 3
Apply Your Findings
In an address delivered January 6, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt listed four
Afessenti al human freedomso: freedom ofwansagm@éech, freedom of
freedom from fear. He wished to see these freedoms avail:
definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own
that world. Our world is both more terrible and more ho peful.
Q| What do you fear most? What would happen to your faith if that fear came true?
Action Points: Do you hold any grudges against God for not protecting you or a loved one
from an earthly tragedy? How can you let those grudges go? If you do not stuggle with such
feelings, what might you say to someone who does?
God has not promised us immediate freedom from want or fear. He has offered no guarantees
against pain, sickness, loneliness, or loss. Yet he has made some glorious promises. What is one
scri ptur al promise you can carry with you into the teeth c

0 Study prepared by Elesha Coffman, graduate student and former managing
editor of CHRISTIAN HISTORY & BIOGRAPHY.

Recommended Resources

ChristianBibleStudies.com

-A Better Look at Godbs Face
-Godds Purposes in Our Suffering
-When God Says No

-Finding God in Our Pain

& Fear Not: Facing Our FeCdswal Frégmangthgntas God6s Love
Nelson/W, 2005; ISBN: 1404185569)

& Holding On to Hope , Nancy Guthrie (Tyndale House, 2002; ISBN: 0842364188)

& How Can It Be Al Right When Everything Is All Wrong?, Lewis B. Smedes (Random
House, 1999; ISBN: 0877883580)

& A Mighty Fortress: Meditations on the Sufficiency of God , T. M. Moore (Christian
Focus Public, 2003; ISBN: 1857928687)

&  Spiritual Protection , Lance Lambert (Baker Book House, 2004; ISBN: 0800793668)

- ~
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Who Is God?
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PARTICIPANTS GUIDE FORSTUDY 10
Understand ing God Through
His Protection

If God is faithful to protect his people, why is life still so hard?

ltés one of the ol dest and stronge
loving, all-powerful God: Bad things happen to good people. When we

experience pain and loss, we have to find a way to reconcile biblical words
of comfort with |ifebs episodes of

From what, and whom, does God pror
protection manifest itself? When can we expect it? What doesthat tell us
about him?

Lesson #10

Scripture:
Matthew 10; Romans 2:51 11; 1 Corinthians 15:1271 19; Ephesians 6:10i 18; Revelation 20:117 15
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PART 1

Identify the Current Issue

Protection is big business in America these days. Advertisenents for
medications, sunscreens, insurance, automobiles, credit cards, and many
more products all promise protection from one hazard or another.
According to a July 23, 2005, Washington Post article, nearly one-third of
American homes now have electronicsecurity systems, up from just two
percent 25 years ago. The creation of the Department of Homeland
Security in 2002 has prompted increased spending on everything from
hidden cameras and metal detectors to large scale disaster drills.
Americansarescared and t heydre grasping f
away.

ng to take th

PART 2
Discover the Eternal Principles

Teaching point one: Our enemies might not be Godds er

Teaching point two: Our priorities might not be God?o:

Teaching point three: Our timing might not be Godds timing.

PART 3

Apply Your Findings

In an address delivered January 6, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt listed four

fessenti al human freedomso: freedom of speech, freedom of
freedom fromfea r . He wi shed to see these freedoms available to
definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own

that world. Our world is both more terrible and more hopeful.
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