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Dear Friends, 

My word to you this season is simple. Slow down and breathe in the joy 
of life and the presence of loved ones.  Stop and recall those saints who 
have gone on before you and who made you better than you might have 
been.  

The calendar is speaking! December 1st is upon us and before long Ad-
vent will give way to Christmas and then 2019. Time moves forward. 
Sometimes when we are in the middle of things, time moves slowly.  
Then there are times that we look back and say WOW;  that happened so 
quickly.  Yes, perception has much to say about the way we observe 
time.   

You see, during our journey, we have the unique opportunity to make 
this world a better place. As we do this, peopleôs lives are usually en-
hanced.  The bottom line is that we have great worth in being Godôs 
hands and presence in other peoplesô lives.  

I thank God for you!                                         

Pastor Jim 

December 2018 and January 2019 Probable Sermon Topics  
with Scriptures and Pastoral Prayer Focus 
All Sunday services are at 9:00 and 11:15 A.M. 

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols is at 5:30 and 7:00 P.M.  
 
December 2 ï We light the first Advent Candle: Hope 

Sermon is ñôSymbolingô faithò based on Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke    
 21:25-36                                                                                  

December 9 ï We light the second Advent Candle: Love 
Sermon is ñOverflowing Attributesò based on Luke 3:1-6 and  
Philippians 1:3-11 

December 16 ï We light the third Advent Candle: Joy  
With the hopeful prayer that one day Presbyterian denominations will merge, 
todayôs sermon will be a sermon first delivered by the Reverend Dr. D. 
James Kennedy based on 2 Corinthians 9:15.  The sermon title is ñMerry 
Tifton.ò  Come and hear this story of Christmas salvation. You will thank 
Jamie Guy and John Gardner for their help during worship this day. 

December 23 ï We light the fourth Advent Candle: Peace 
 Sermon is ñBirthday Joyò based on Luke 1:39-45-55 

December 24 - Monday is Christmas Eve ï We light the Christ Candle at both ser-
vices and embed ourselves in the scriptural stories of Christmas traditionally 
referred to as Lessons and Carols. The services start at 5:30 and 7:00pm. 

December 30 ï Sermon is ñThe Spiritual Journeyò based on Psalm 148 and  
              Luke 2:41-52 
January 6 ï ñHoly Terrorò based on Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12. 

January 13 ï ñGodôs Personalityò based on Isaiah 43:1-7 and 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

January 20 ï ñSteadfast Loveò based on Psalm 36:5-10 

January 27 ï ñDisaster Reliefò based on Luke 4: 14-21 and I Corinthians 12: 12-31a 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

I hope you had a HAPPY THANKSGIVING!   
I wish you all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

 
I trust you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  Hopefully, we all took some time to give thanks to God for the many 
things God has blessed us withéFaith, Family, Friends, Fellowship, Festivities, Food, Funéand of course, Football 

(please excuse the alliteration).   
  
As we enter the Christmas season may we continue to have a spirit of joyfulness and thankfulness knowing that 
God has brought salvation to us through His Son, Jesus Christéa GIFT to enjoy from now through eternity!  As the 
Apostle Paul states in 2 Corinthians 9:15 ñThanks be to God for his indescribable gift!ò    If this ñindescribable 
giftò was all our loving God gave us, it would be more than we deserve.  However, God has blessed us in so many 
ways!  Speaking of blessings, one of our family traditions is to take time at the end of the year to remember and 
thank God for the specific ways He has blessed us that year.  I would like to take a moment to share with you and 
take time to remember some of the ñhighlightsò / blessings of 2018 in the life of Godôs Church, here at Bethesda.   
 
 

1) Vacation Bible School ï ñSHIPWRECKED ̧ RESCUED BY JESUS»  ï 184 children from Bethesda and our  
community participated!  Over 100 adults/youth volunteered in some capacity!  We raised $1,507 for our missions 
offering during the week that went to our Global & Local Mission Projects.  Our Global Mission Project was ñSeeds 
for Haitiò.  Our Local Mission Project ï provided snacks to local summer Christian childrenôs camp for a week. 
 
2) WinShape Summer Camp ï Our local summer camp for our childrenôs ministry where close to 300 children  
from Kershaw County, including 16 ñBethesda childrenò, participated in a wonderful week of summer camp  
where the children played and praised God together! 
 
3) MONTREAT High School Summer Camp - We had 23 Bethesda high school students (along with approx.  
1,000 other high school students) participate in this fun-filled, spiritual week of worshiping God and growing  
together in our faith. This week long camp helps build upon our studentsô spiritual foundation of their faith in  
God and helps us grow closer/stronger as a youth group. 
 
4) Pioneer Clubs/Choir Plus ï Every week (between these two programs) we have close to 50 children participat-          
ing AND approximately 17 adults volunteering in some capacity. 
 
5) Sunday School ï We had the highest attendance/participation (on average throughout the year) we have had in  
 years!   I am so encouraged by seeing our children, youth, and adults gather in their Sunday School classrooms     
 on a weekly basis as we seek to grow in our love of God, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the desire to   
 study/discuss/know/understand Godôs Word (the Bible)énot to mention the wonderful fellowship we have with  
 one another during that hour.   
 
6) EPIC Youth Group ï Every Sunday night from 5:30-7:30pm approximately 30-35 youth (average) gather  
 together for a time of recreation, dinner, fellowship, Bible study, and prayer.  I enjoy our Sunday nights as a  
 youth group and especially seeing our students play, pray, eat supper, study and discuss Godôs Word together. 
 
7) See You at the Pole ï Annual day set aside by the schools that allow the students to gather around the schoolôs                                                                                               
flagpole to pray before school.  Many of Bethesdaôs elementary, middle, and high school students participated. 

 

8) 5th Quarters ï Bethesda (and Lyttleton Street United Methodist Church) hosts around 70-90 middle and high       
school students in our community after Friday night high school football games.  The evening includes open gym, 
food, fellowship, games, and a short devotional. 

 
9) Fall Festival / Trunk or Treat ï Thank you to all the volunteers who donated candy, baked goods, and decorat-
ed their trunks in order to help make this event another HUGE SUCCESS!  We had great attendance and participa-

tion from our church and community!    



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CONTINUED  

10) Missions / Ministry Collections: 
 A) Dimes for Hunger ï Collected $1,707.  Half of the money was given to help support local feeding 
programs in Kershaw, Chester, Lancaster, Union, and York Counties of Providence Presbytery.  The other half 
went to support self-help and development programs in Honduras, Guatemala, and Malawi.   
 B) Thornwell Childrenôs Home - Collected $1,654.   We were able to give Thornwell 20 Welcome Bas-
kets, $400 worth of storage containers to help organize their donation room, over $100 of laundry detergent, and 
other items. Our youth (and several adults) took a one day mission trip to Thornwell Children's Home (Clinton, 
SC).  We delivered the 20 welcome baskets, all the supplies/items they requested, and the offering / money col-
lected.  We also helped organize their donation room, sort Box Tops (fundraising project), washed their bus, and 
provided dinner and fellowship with the children on campus.  
 C) Sacks of Love ï Collected $483.  Sacks of Love helps feed hungry children from local schools that do 
not have enough food. The schools help feed them breakfast and lunch on weekdays, but the children and their 
families do not have those resources on the weekend. Sacks of Love sends these children home on the weekend 
with a sack of food. Our church shops for food, packs the sacks, and delivers the sacks to the schools.  
 D) Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes ï Collected 89 shoeboxes (at the time I am writing thiséwe 
are expecting more to come in) to give to needy children in impoverished countries all over the world.  (Mission 
trip planned for Dec 11th to the Distribution Center in Charlotte, NC to pack up hundreds of thousands of shoe-
boxes to go all around the world is a great experience as well.) 
 E)  Angel Tree ï Adopting 30 ñangelsò (children) from the Angel Tree ministry so that needy children 
from right here in our community (Midway Elementary School) can have Christmas presents to open and enjoy 
on Christmas morning. 
 F) Souper Bowl of Caring - Collected  $1,433 for FOOD FOR THE SOUL & UNITED WAY. 
 G) Sunday School Offering - We have collected over $3,000 in our Sunday School Offerings this year to 
help support various mission / ministries projectsé. including supporting our three International ñadoptedò chil-
dren living in extreme poverty in other countries (Tao- China; Charib ï Thailand; and Fernando - Colombia).   
 
These are just a few of my favorite highlights from the year 2018 here at Bethesda Churché.this does not include 
our Palm & Easter Sunday worship services-including the annual Palm Sunday Parade and Easter Egg Hunt on 
the front lawn, the adult social - CRAZY QUAIL OYSTER ROAST, the YOUTH SKI RETREAT, the Coffee 
Fellowships, the PW Circle Bible Study GroupséI could go on and on.  What a WONDERFUL YEAR 2018 was 
for us, Bethesda Church!  
 
All these activities, programs, ministry/missions projects take time and money in order to ñfunction successfullyò 
or to come to fruition.  Amy Carmichael once said, ñYou can give without loving, but you cannot love without 
giving.ò  Thank you Bethesda Church for loving God and loving others (which Jesus said were the two greatest 
commandments)!  You have so graciously and generously given of your time, talents, and ñtreasuresò (money) 
help support these programs/activities/ministries.  Thank you! 
 
I thank God for placing me here at Bethesda Church with such a loving and giving church family.  I trust, by 
faith, God will continue to do great things in and through Bethesda Presbyterian Church in the year 2018!  Again, 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!     



Lisaõs Letter 

What a wonderful and busy fall semester this has been for the children (and parents) 

of Bethesdaé from Rally Day, Elementary Worship Classes, Pioneer Club, Choir Plus, 

Mission projects, See You at The Pole event, Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat, and to the up-

coming December events!  

 

Pioneer Clubs are wrapping up 2018 with a Badge Award Ceremony, Thanksgiving 

and Christmas celebrations. Below are some club pictures from the November Badge 

Award Ceremony where we take some time to acknowledge all the childrenõs accom-

plishments in club. Choir Plus is preparing for their annual Christmas program. Par-

ents Night Out with the Peanuts gang will be on December 14
th

. We will celebrate 

Christmas break with a special showing of Dr. Seussõ The Grinchõ at The Little Theatre 

on December 20
th

 after the half day of school. Stay tuned for more in 2019!!!! Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 

Celebrating our Saviorõs birth together,  

Lisa Davis, Director of Childrenõs Ministry 

 

LOOKING TO DECEMBER/JANUARY:  
Sundays: 9 AM & 11:15 AM Worship Services; 10:15 Sunday School for all ages  
December 5 th  = Choir Plus Christmas Pageant (rehearsals after school with regular bus pick 
up from CES, PTH, & CMS); Youth Mission Project afterschool (for non -choir youth)  
December 14 th  = Parentsõ Night Out with the Peanuts Gangé a Charlie Brown Christmas; 6-
10 PM  
December 20 th  = Dr. Seussõ The Grinch at Little Theatre (special showing for Bethesda); af-
ter school - bus pick up from CES, PTH, and CMS; if not riding church bus from school, meet 
at church at 12:15 in McArn Hall. (Also, Rake & Run for youth after the movieé see Youth 
calendar)  
December 23 rd  = Preschool and Elementary Sunday School classes combine for showing of 
the first half of the movie ôThe Starõ (animated First Christmas nativity story told from the 
animalsõ perspective) and a birthday party for Jesus. 
December 30 th  = Preschool and Elementary Sunday School classes combine for showing of 
the second half of the movie ôThe Starõ (animated First Christmas nativity story told from 
the animalsõ perspective) and a New Year celebration. 
January 9 th , 16th , 23rd , 30 th  = Choir Plus and Pioneer Clubs  

          PARENTS NIGHT OUT  
                                 Friday, December 14th  

        6 ð 10 PM  
             For children ages: Birth ð 5th  Grade  

                         Join us for PNO with the Peanuts gang!  
           6:00- 6:30pm: Dinner  

           6:30- 7:30pm: Games/Inflatables/Crafts/Desserts  
                8:30- 10pm: Peanuts Christmas movies  

 
 

               ** Call the church office at 432 -4593 to register your child.**  



                                                           PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

     !ǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƛŘ-bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŜŎπ
ƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗ  L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜǘƘŜǎπ
ŘŀΦ !ƴŘ Σ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ WŀƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘΣ WŀƴŜΗ 
 

     ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǎ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ /ƻũŜŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘΦ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ .ƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŀǎǘŜ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘΦ L ŀǇπ
ǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  
 

     bŜȄǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ммǘƘ ŀǘ /ŀƴŘȅΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŀǊȅ ŀǘ ммΥол ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀπ
Řƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀǘ .ŜǘƘŜǎŘŀΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘΦ  
 

     [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ t²/¢ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎ оǊŘ ŀƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ тǘƘΦ  hǳǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ уǘƘΣ нлмфΗ 
 

     L ǿƛǎƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅΩŀƭƭ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 
 

[ƛǎŀ ²ƻƻƭŀǊŘΣ aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ  

Resources Committee Report  
 

BETHESDA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 
 

The most recent monthly financial report from October isnôt good news. 
 

Offerings in October 2018 were down almost $11,000 from last year and $20,000 from two years ago.  Some allow-
ance can be made since there were four Sundays in October this year compared to the five Sundays in 2017 and 
2016.  Even so, the $33,000 offerings in October were well below the $44,000 a month needed for the operation of 
the church. 
 

Expenses in October 2018 were in line with last yearôs period. 
 

As a result, Bethesdaôs operating balance has declined to $42,623 which is $11,000 below last yearôs balance.  The 
churchôs operating balance hasnôt been this low since the summer of 2016, which was a period of financial crisis for 
Bethesda. 
 

Although November and especially December are historically good months for offerings, it appears we will only 
achieve our 2018 budget if offerings this year match last yearôs $52,000 in November and $75,300 in December and 
expenses are below those in 2017 for the remaining two months. 
 

For the first three weeks of November, offerings were $23,000. 
 

Bethesda is very grateful for the gifts received.  Your giving supports our worship services, our programs, our histor-
ic campus, and care for our members and for those beyond our church.  We pray that your offerings will allow the 
church to continue Godôs work here at Bethesda at least at the same level as in the past and even allow the church to 
grow His kingdom in future years. 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving through us; for the rendering of this 
ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God.   
       2 Corinthians 9:11-12  
 

as of November 19, 2018 
                              Pledges to date for 2019:   
                                   $341,784   from   78 pledges 
 

                              Total pledges for each year: 
                             2018             $373,124  from 101 pledges 394 members 
                             2017  $354,264  from 101 pledges 416 members 
                             2016  $291,314  from   88 pledges 416 members 
                             2015  $360,854  from   99 pledges 414 members 
                             2014  $330,336  from 110 pledges 448 members 
                             2013  $362,282  from 121 pledges  470 members 
                             2012  $392,260  from 120 pledges 489 members 
                             2011  $487,094  from 147 pledges 533 members 
                                         (membership figures from statistical report submitted to Presbytery) 



 

          COFFEE 

FELLOWSHIP  

 
    We will have a Christmas get together     
   on December 9 at 10:00 - in between services. We 
can all meet and greet and rejoice the birth of our       
  Savior.  Bo will lead us with a Carol Singðso come 
on over to Westminster Hall after first service and 
enjoy fellowship and a song and a morsel! 

 
 

January 13th will be the date for next yearôs Coffee 
Fellowship. 

       
      ACTIVITIES/ANNOUNCMENTS  

     THE HEALTH CABINET 
 

   Diabetic Awareness 

The Health Cabinet now offers blood sugar monitoring to promote wellness. 

Are you aware of the signs of prediabetes?  The signs and symptoms may not be 

evident at first.  Anytime there is a family history of diabetes, it is important to 

keep tabs on glucose readings of other immediate family members.  Careful 

watch can prevent serious complications. Free glucose checks are available for 

anyone who is interested.  Come by on a Monday morning for a quick check 

(finger stick.) We can also check blood glucose levels on Coffee Fellowship 

Sundays.   

When is the best time to check your blood sugar?  2-2 1/2 hours after eating a 

meal or before eating or drinking anything (except water) 

Some symptoms of diabetes are: 
urinating more often. 
feeling extremely thirsty. 
feeling very hungry despite eating enough. 
unexplained weight loss. 
extreme fatigue or tiredness. 
blurred vision. 
slow healing of cuts and bruises. 
 

Currently, there is no cure for this chronic disease.  Our hope is that any un-

known diabetic person will take advantage of our screening so that they can 

seek medical treatment before complications arise.  

Wishing healthy, happy holidays for all!           Joy Parrott, RN, Parish Nurse 

THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
 
     A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, 
the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special 
offerings designated by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Because Advent and 
Christmas shine a light not only on our worldôs greatest 
hope but also on our worldôs greatest need, the 
PC(USA) provides this timely opportunity for 

congregations to support causes specifically designed to 
bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in 
circumstance or spirit. Alongside the message of 

promise and fulfillment in Lukeôs Gospel, we also hear 
the clear call to Godôs people to respond in faith as 

Christ calls us: ñFrom everyone to whom much has been 
given, much will be required; and from the one to whom 
much has been entrusted, even more will be demandedò 

(Luke 12:48). 
     Undesignated gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will 
be distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions and to support student scholarships at 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

CHOIR+PLUS 
 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 
Wednesday, December 5th  

 

Chili Supper at 5:45 pm 
Pageant at 6:15 pm 

   BETHESDAôS LIVING 
HISTORY 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 
The Bethesda Transitional Committee 
(BTC) needs your help! We want to cre-
ate a living history of Bethesda so pro-
spective pastors can get to know the in-
ner soul of our congregation. This living 
history ultimately will set the founda-
tion for our pastor nominating commit-
tee to choose the best person to serve as 
our next pastor. If you have been in-
volved in Bethesda any time during the 
past 50+ years, we need your help. The 
BTC living history project will kick off 
on Wednesday, Dec. 5 before the chil-
drenôs choir Christmas program. Please 

join us to learn more. 


