The Day the
Revolution
Began

Part II

Mark’s story of the trial of Jesus before the temple
authorities comes in three stages:

1) Witnesses appear and give false and
contradictory testimony.
Mark 14:55-59 - The chief priests and the whole
Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus
so that they could put him to death, but they did not
find any. Many testified falsely against him, but their
statements did not agree. Then some stood up and
gave this false testimony against him: "We heard
him say, 'I will destroy this man-made temple and in
three days will build another, not made by man.'" Yet
even then their testimony did not agree.
Deuteronomy 19:15 One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or offense he
may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.

Deuteronomy 17:6 On the testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to death, but no one
shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.

Mark’s story of the trial of Jesus before the temple
authorities comes in three stages:
2) Jesus response.
Mark 14:60-62 - Then the high priest stood up
before them and asked Jesus, "Are you not going
to answer? What is this testimony that these men
are bringing against you?" But Jesus remained
silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest
asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed One?" "I am," said Jesus. "And you will
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."

Mark’s story of the trial of Jesus before the temple
authorities comes in three stages:
3)

The verdict and abuse.

Mark 14:63-65 - The high priest tore his clothes.
"Why do we need any more witnesses?" he
asked. "You have heard the blasphemy. What do
you think?" They all condemned him as worthy of
death. Then some began to spit at him; they
blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and
said, "Prophesy!" And the guards took him and
beat him.

Mark 14:62 - "I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One
and coming on the clouds of heaven.“
Jesus is alluding to Daniel 7:13-14 - "In my vision at
night I looked, and there before me was one like a
son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence. He was given authority, glory and
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of
every language worshiped him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”

It is quite a transition from “Son of the Blessed One”
to the “Son of Man.”
Recall Peter’s confession (Mk. 8:29) - "But what
about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter
answered, "You are the Christ." {or Messiah. "The
Christ" (Greek) and "the Messiah" (Hebrew) both
mean "the Anointed One."}
Jesus immediately reinterpreted that title with
another: Mk. 8:31 - He then began to teach them
that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of
the law, and that he must be killed and after three
days rise again.

It is quite possible that for Mark, Jesus needed to
quickly set the record straight concerning the
Messiah.
That was a title that came with a ton of baggage.
For many Jews ”Messiah” was the title for the long
awaited military leader who was to release them
from Roman dominance and reinstate the Jewish
kingdom.
This was NOT Jesus’ understanding. Thus the “Son
of Man” was his way of avoiding any ambiguity
between a violent leader and a non-violent messiah.

Mark’s use of Daniel 7 needs careful examination:
In 167BC the Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes
launched a persecution against any Jew who
refused to be Hellenized.
Some Jews (known as Maccabeans) refused.
They fought his empire on earth and won.
Others turned to visions of divine judgment against
all empires past, present and future.

Mark’s use of Daniel 7 needs careful examination:
The empires are connected to chaos, the sea and
beasts.
The transcendental judgment of God involves a
triumph over chaos, of sky over sea, and of human
over the bestial. 1
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The Dream (Daniel 7:1-14)
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a
dream, and visions passed through his mind as he was lying on
his bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream. Daniel
said: "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were
the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. Four great
beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.
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"After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast,
one that looked like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings
like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given
authority to rule.

The Dream (Daniel 7:1-14)
"After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me
was a fourth beast-- terrifying and frightening and very powerful.
It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and
trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the
former beasts, and it had ten horns. "While I was thinking about
the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which
came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted
before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth
that spoke boastfully.

The Dream (Daniel 7:1-14)
"As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days
took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his
head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and
its wheels were all ablaze. A river of fire was flowing, coming out
from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was
seated, and the books were opened. "Then I continued to watch
because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept
looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and
thrown into the blazing fire. (The other beasts had been stripped
of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)
"In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like
a SON OF MAN, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.
He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples,
nations and men of every language worshiped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and
his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Mark’s use of Daniel 7 needs careful examination:
Daniel 7 records one such image and its
interpretation.
Recall the giant statue in Daniel chapter 2.

Mark’s use of Daniel 7 needs careful examination:
Daniel 7 records one such image and its
interpretation.
Recall the giant statue in Daniel chapter 2.
You may recall from our study of Daniel several
years ago that each of the parts to the statue
represented different worldly kingdoms. This is the
most common understanding of this dream.

Mark’s use of Daniel 7 needs careful examination:
Daniel 7 records one such image and its
interpretation.
Recall the giant statue in Daniel chapter 2.
The four empires of the statue are replaced by four
creatures in the seventh chapter of Daniel. Each is
stronger and more terrifying than the one before.

Mark’s use of Daniel 7 needs careful examination:
The heavenly court is convened and the “books are
opened.” (Dan. 7:10b).
The fifth and final empire is given to one like a
human (Son of Man). All the other empires will
serve and obey this last one which will last forever.
Daniel 7 can be seen an anti-imperial text
containing an anti-imperial vision.
It is to Jesus that God’s kingdom on earth has been
given on behalf of God’s people.

Mark likes to tell stories with “bookends.
Jesus predicts
his passion
8:31 - 9:1 Jesus predicts
his passion
9:31-32
Jesus heals
blind man at
Bethsaida

Jesus predicts
his passion
10:32-34
Jesus heals
blind Bartimeus

Thursday ends with the scene shifting from
Caiaphas’ house to the courtyard below:
Mark 14:66-72 - While Peter was below in the courtyard,
one of the servant girls of the high priest came by. When
she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him.
"You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus," she said. But he
denied it. "I don't know or understand what you're talking
about," he said, and went out into the entryway. When the
servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing
around, "This fellow is one of them." Again he denied it. After
a little while, those standing near said to Peter, "Surely you
are one of them, for you are a Galilean." He began to call
down curses on himself, and he swore to them, "I don't know
this man you're talking about." Immediately the rooster
crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word
Jesus had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows twice
you will disown me three times." And he broke down and
wept.

This is the last of Mark’s “framed” events.

14:53-54 – Peter follows Jesus to Caiaphas’ house
and Warms himself by the fire (v. 54).
14:55-65 – Jesus is interrogated and confesses his
identity.
14:66-72 – Peter is interrogated as he warms
himself by the fire (v. 67) and denies Jesus.
Written to an audience that was facing severe
persecution during the Jewish War of 66-74AD,
Mark offers those who stand fast consolation.

Written to an audience that was facing severe
persecution during the Jewish War of 66-74AD,
Mark offers those who stand fast consolation.
Those who imitated Jesus are applauded for their
courage.
Those who imitated Peter are consoled by the hope
of repentance and forgiveness.

Neither denial or betrayal is the worst sin. The
worst sin is despair – loss of faith in repentance
which will always obtain forgiveness.

Many have questioned why Christians
call the day of their Savior’s death “Good”
Friday?
There are a number of adjectives which
have been used to describe this day
including, Holy, Black, Silent, Great and
Long.
The Oxford English Dictionary supports
the idea of “good” in the archaic sense of
“holy” or “pious.”
In spite of the horror of the events of the
day, it was on Good Friday that the
redemption of the world was
accomplished.

The most familiar understanding of Jesus’ death is
its substitutionary and sacrificial nature.
Jesus died for the sins of the world.
But we need to bear in mind that this statement is a
small part of a much larger package – namely that
we are all sinners and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23).

But we need to bear in mind that this statement is a
small part of a much larger package – namely that
we are all sinners and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23).
In order for God to forgive our sins a sacrifice must
be offered.
An ordinary human cannot be this sacrifice because
(s)he is tainted by sin.
This person would simply be dying for their own
sins.

But we need to bear in mind that this statement is a
small part of a much larger package – namely that
we are all sinners and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23).
Thus, God sent Jesus, the Son of God, into the
world.
Jesus was sinless, spotless, and without blemish.

Jesus became the “perfect” sacrifice and Good
Friday is the day which makes our forgiveness
possible.

For most of us, this understanding of the sacrifice of
Christ is rooted in our childhood and reinforced in
our liturgies.
Hymns like:
Beneath the Cross of Jesus
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?

For most of us, this understanding of the sacrifice of
Christ is rooted in our childhood and reinforced in
our liturgies.
Most Western and all Reformed Christian
understand this concept as the reason for Jesus
death on the cross.
If we are totally honest with ourselves, we see our
sin as part of the reason the Son of God had to
suffer and die.

6AM – 9AM

Jesus is handed over to Pontius Pilate
Pilate – “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus – “Yes, you say so.”
Pilate offers to release Jesus.
The “crowd” clamors for Barabbas.
Barabbas and Jesus
Both men were revolutionaries
Both defied the domination system of the time
Barabbas advocated violent revolution
Jesus advocated non-violence

6AM – 9AM

Jesus is tortured and humiliated.
He is dressed in purple like a king and given a
crown of thorns.
He is given is own clothes back.
He is lead out to be crucified.
Simon of Cyrene is impressed to carry his cross.

9AM – Noon

Jesus is crucified between two insurrectionists.

