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Stephen's Window                
July 2009 

 
 
Dear Parish Family and Friends, 
 
 Ah summer!  ªNo more pencils, no more books¼º is the mantra many of us learned as 
children, and it is an attitude we never seem to get rid of entirely.  Summer is a time for relaxing, 
not learning, we seem to say not so much in words as by our actions.  Yet learning goes on all 
around us all the time and it doesn't have to require great effort.  As a matter of fact, some of the 
best learning is just plain fun ± just ask any of our preschool staff.  Summer may be a time for 
relaxed conversation over a pina colada or a glass of lemonade rather than a quick cup of coffee 
between other commitments, but it is no excuse for not thinking about things which make a  
difference. 
 
 While summer may be vacation time for many, St. Stephen's is planning for the new fall 
program year ± and things look very exciting!  Last month I described the four pillars which 
support our parish life:  Mission and Outreach, Music and the Arts, Education, and Hospitality.  
This month, I can report that some terrific opportunities beginning this fall which, while focused 
on education, also include some important new thinking about hospitality, the arts, and ministry 
beyond the parish community. 
 
 One idea generating some enthusiasm is to offer children's Sunday School at 10:30 AM.  
That way, children could go directly to their classroom for their Bible story and related craft, 
joining their parents at the Peace for communion in church together.  The pressures on young 
families today can make the ªeducation hourº between the services more of a burden than an 
opportunity, so a change like this may make St. Stephen's more welcoming to families with 
young children.  Sunday School will begin on September 20 this year, so please make a note and 
stay tuned for more information! 
 
 The chance to broaden our horizons on a variety of topics will continue at 9:15 AM, as 
well as occasionally on Sunday afternoons or weekday evenings.  Dr. Phyllis Leppert and her 
committee on Adult Education are working to bring a range of exciting speakers to St. 
Stephen's.  In addition, the Men's Club and the Young At Heart group will continue with their 
excellent monthly programs.  And for the summer only, don't forget the special Family Movie 
Night every other Saturday evening at 7:00 PM through the end of August.  There is no         
admission fee and it is a wonderful chance simply to be together, thanks to Megan Carlson. 
 
 Some of the most effective learning takes place when we reflect upon what we do or     
experience.  Our call as followers of Christ is, in part, a call to service in the Lord's name.  St. 
Stephen's partners with a variety of other cooperative church and agency ministries.  Reggie 
Simmons has been working with several of them this summer and I encourage you to chat with 
him.  Coming up on Friday, July 17 is the annual Housing for New Hope breakfast, to be held 
this year at the new Ivy Community Center near the corner of Martin Luther King Parkway and 
Fayetteville Street.  Several folks from St. Stephen's attended last year and we will again have a 
table at this inspiring event. 
 
 Whatever you choose, have fun, enjoy one another, and look forward to Start Up Sunday 
on September 13!  See you in church.  
  Faithfully, 
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THE FAMILIAR BECOMES NEW 
 

Music: A Pathway to Worship 
ªIf we have the ears to hear, music is a spiritual language of sounds that  

speak a range of human emotions and put us in touch with what  
makes us both human and divine.º 

                                                                       - Marian Tyson 
 

CASS, the familiar concert series offered at St. Stephen's, has a new name. 
 

ST. STEPHEN'S CONCERT SERIES 
 

Dorothy Kitchen and Marian Tyson are the new Interim Artistic Directors of St. Stephen's Concert 
Series. In the spirit of moving forward into the next Fifty Years at St. Stephen's, Dorothy and 
Marian have had discussions with Bob Kaynor, our rector, to create a new vision for this series.  
Musicians who are performing in the 2009-2010 series are familiar to you, especially if you have 
been coming to CASS concerts: 
 

Andrew Tyson, pianist:  October 18, 2009 
The Borromeo Quartet and Dr. Joe Kitchen:  November 22, 2009 

Dr. Dan Huff's UNC-CH Men's Chorale:  January 17, 2010 
Dr. Tim Olsen, organist:  February 21, 2010 

Nicholas Kitchen's Borromeo Quartet:  April 18, 2010 
 
What's new about ST. STEPHEN'S CONCERT SERIES?  
 

Music and Education Becoming Linked 
We are working with Dr. Phyllis Leppert, Adult Ed. Planner, to align the concert series with our 
adult education and speaker series. If you participate in adult education and hear the speakers, you 
will improve the quality of your experience at the concerts. 
 
We are working with Dr. Joe Kitchen to find ways to increase our congregants' ªmusic literacy.º  If 
we become more disciplined listeners of liturgical music and concert series music, all of us, children 
through adults, will have a more meaningful worship experience. 
 
Have you noticed children pausing to listen to the sounds of the harpsichord, a flute, or a violin  
being played in the choir loft during a worship service? Music speaks to all ages. 
No one is too young or too old to acquire a music vocabulary, understanding of liturgical music 
forms, and knowledge about the composers who have given us the gift of music for worship. 
 

                                (continued next page)   

MUSICAL NOTES... 
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MUSICAL NOTES... 

How do we enrich St. Stephen's legacy of music? 
Dr. Joe Kitchen, our organist, has begun writing a column for our Sunday Bulletins about the service 
music. Read, digest, and take advantage of this new feature on Sundays. 
We hope to enlist many of you St. Stephen's worshippers to become regular attendees of the concerts. 
If you attend St. Stephen's, this series can be a vital part of your music and worship experience. 
We have recruited some familiar musicians for the series because they have a long and vested interest 
in St. Stephen's music legacy. We hope to tune up our ears and listen for new insights.  
 
How can you participate in the Concert Series? 
Save the Dates.  Concerts will begin at 4 p.m. 
 

              October 18, 2009          November 22, 2009 
January 17, 2010          Feb. 21, 2010    April 18, 2010 

 
Subscribe to St. Stephen's Concert Series. 
Adults:  $50 for the 2009-2010 Season Subscription to all five concerts. 
Individual Concert Tickets:  $15 per concert. 
Free Admission for students/children 18 and younger. 
 

Volunteer to assist the Concert Series Board. 
Mary Clyde Bugg, Claire Doerschuk, and Martina Woods, vestry liaison, will be serving with Bob, 
Dorothy, and me on the Series Board. We invite you to volunteer and learn more about how you can 
help with the concert series. 
 

Become a Friend of St. Stephen's Concert Series.  
Make a donation of $100 or more and become a Friend of St. Stephen's Concert Series. 
Your contribution will help to underwrite the guest musicians and the costs of running the series. Cur-
rently, four of the five concerts will be funded by anonymous donors. 
 
Begin praying now for the musicians who will come to St. Stephen's to present 
these concerts.  Robert Levin, a distinguished pianist and professor of music at Harvard, spoke at 
Curtis Institute of Music's 2009 graduation, telling musicians that theirs is a ªsacred calling.º  Pray for 
each of the musicians as he or she practices and studies the music to find and express those moments 
of transcendent beauty. 
 
Email marianmtyson@gmail.com to volunteer, submit questions, and leave comments. 
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The June 10 th Meeting , hosted by the Bill and Jean Losee, was very successful.  Over 20 men were in 
attendance for the meeting and presentation. 
 
Unfortunately the planned presentation had to be cancelled because the speaker Dr. Holly Latty-Mann 
Ph.D., suffered a back injury.  Information regarding !The Leadership Trust" is available at the office.  Dr. 
Latty-Mann will be scheduled for another time.  
 

  
 
In her place a guest speaker, Anthony Oakley , a Baptist minister, spoke to the group regarding his  
involvement with the prison hospice program.  Anthony served in the Federal Bureau of Prisons for 28 ½ 
years until his retirement last June.  He spoke of his long involvement in the prison system and how his 
involvement has brought about closure to prisoners and their family members during their time being 
cared for in the hospice environment.  Anthony is also asking for volunteers to get involved in this pro-
gram in many facets of the organization.  If anyone is interested in becoming involved in this endeavor 
please contact the office for further information.  Information on volunteering is available by contacting 
Kate Falcone, Volunteer Coordinator, at (919) 941-9325.  
 
There is NO JULY MEETING of the Men#s Club. 
 
The August 12 th meeting  will be hosted by Jack Pless and further information will be published prior to 
that meeting.  Please plan to attend, we need your support for all of our projects and endeavors.  
 
Volunteers are needed to help set up the Parish Hal l for the July 5th , 9:30 am, 50th Anniversary  
Service.  Our secretary, Joe Zglinicki, will be coordinating this effort and you may contact him by email 
 Zglinicki@aol.com , if you have time to help. 
 
FYI - The Men#s Club has agreed to fund a project to install glass panels in the office doors.  The work 
should be completed within the next few weeks.  Orlando Lomanto spearheaded this effort and our 
thanks go out to him for his time and effort in completing the project. 
 

GENERAL CONVENTION 
 

The Episcopal Church's General Convention will hold  its triennial meeting in Anaheim, CA from 
July 8 -17.  If you are interested in following eve nts, the Diocese of Virginia will have a web site 
which will give daily highlights as well as offer a rticles and comments from a "middle of the road" 
viewpoint. The address is www.centeraisle.net/  .  They have published a paper edition for the las t 
four General Conventions  and the web edition for t he last two or three and it has been regarded as 
very reliable.  Please keep the Bishops and Deputie s in your prayers during these days of  
Convention. 

 

         - Scott Hughes, former Deputy  

THE MEN'S CLUB... 
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MOVIE NIGHT 
Family Movie Night   Come enjoy popcorn and fun as we watch Second Hand  
Lions.  Following the movie there will be a short discussion period. All ages are     
invited to attend. You do not need a kid to get in the door!  If  you need a ride one 
can be provided.   
Saturday July llth  -  Movie Starts at 7:00 pm in the Davis Room. 
  
If  you are unable to make this movie, consider attending one or more of  the July or 
August Showings.   (Information to be found in upcoming newsletters and bulletins.) 
Contact Megan Carlson carlson.megan@unc.edu or (919) 815-1177. 

                 THANK YOU! 
 

A special thanks to Tim and Leigh Ballou, James Williams and Skip, 
Meredith and Carson Lee for preparing and serving a breakfast to 

about 200 people at Urban Ministries last month.  Great job! 

AROUND THE PARISH... 
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PARISH LIFE¼  

f àA f àxÑ{xÇËá  
Episcopal Church 

 
Over the last few months the church has been working on the Web-Site - http://www.ssecdurham.org/  
to keep information current and to make some enhancement .  In an effort to allow us all to be better stewards of our 
resources (reduce paper, mailing Cost, labor, etc.), we have added the following new pages: 

 ! Monthly "Newsletter "  is now available on our website  
"! You go to the Church!s home page (http://www.ssecdurham.org/) and select - the Connect  dropdown then 
Newsletter - The Window  or 
"! use the following link - http://www.ssecdurham.org/connect/newsletter 
 ! There is also a new sidebar link  to a Contributions  page 
"! Left side of the Home page, fifth link down  or 
use the following link - http://www.ssecdurham.org/contributions 
Weekly "Announcements and Parish Prayer List "  are also being updated on a regular basis . 
All feedback is welcomed, please send e-mails to norm_woods@hotmail.com 
Faithfully, 
Norm Woods, 

SSEC - Electronic Communications 
Norm Woods, 

SSEC - Electronic Communications 

 
Electronic Information 

Data Update * 
NAME _____________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________  HOME PHONE _______________ 
 
CITY _____________________  Zip ______________  WORK PHONE _______________ 
 
E-Mail Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
(Please indicate below your preferred method of receiving the newsletter or call the Church Office (919.493.5451).   
 

 Please send the NEWSLETTER by U.S. Mail  
 

 Please send the NEWSLETTER NOTICE by E-Mail  
 
* You may also send an E-Mail with this information to office@ssecdurham.org 

 

 

WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOUÐPLEASE RESPOND WITH YOUR PREFE RENCE! 
IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE A PAPER COPY OF THE NEWSLETTER  PLEASE LET 

US  KNOW; WE WANT TO BE GOOD STEWARDS  OF THE ENVIRONMENT! 
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HONDURAS HEALTH MISSION¼¼.  

 A GIFT TO THE LIBRARY FOR EVERYONE 
  
        The usual approach of a new reader to Books in the Hall at St. Stephen's is to 
view it as a collection of old and multi-translated Bibles, books on how to bring 
up one's children in the church, or how to face divorce or death.  Those who 
spend more time there know it is many-sided and will not be surprised at our  
latest gift, a wonderful collection of BEST CHOICES FROM THE PEOPLE'S 
PHARMACY by Durham's own Joe Graedon, M.S., and Teresa Graedon, Ph.D.  What better way of  
showing our appreciation for God's gift of life to mankind than to learn how to make that life healthy 
and beautiful in His sight? 
         BEST CHOICES  and two  smaller paper books: THE PEOPLE'S PHARMACY: GUIDE TO HOME 
AND HERBAL REMEDIES and one entitled DANGEROUS DRUG INTERACTIONS, both by Joe and 
Teresa Graedon (who are also well-known as TV programmers), are  gifts to our library from "Jean" 
Poplin, our St. Stephen's longtime member who joined the publishing program of the Graedons after 
she retired from her career at the University of North Carolina.  
         So many of the prescriptions are simple, natural ones that will appeal to many gardeners and  
remind some of the older folks of "things my grandma taught me."  If you have a yearning to read 
things newly-discovered in medicine also,  just walk down the hall and look for BEST CHOICES and 
two other gifts: GUIDE TO HOME AND HERBAL REMEDIES  and DANGEROUS DRUG  
INTERACTIONS.  The last-named introduces itself by urging us to "protect yourelf from harmful drug 
food and vitamin combinations."  
            This group of the Graedons' insight and work can truly help us to care for God's children in His 
Garden, our earth. Consult these books and thank Jean! 
  
                                                                                            
           - Marion the Librarian  

 THE BOOK NOOK¼¼. 

 
The next Honduras Health Mission will be January 8- 17, 2010.  We need medical 

personnel (doctors, nurses, physician assistants, n urse practitioners),  
interpreters, and •go-fers.• A non-refundable down payment of $100 is needed 
by September 1, 2009; it is non-refundable because that is the fee charged by 
the airline should we have to cancel a ticket.  The  organizational meeting will 

take place August 2, 2009 at 2 pm in the Davis Room  at  
St. Stephen•s Episcopal Church in Durham. If you ar e interested,  

contact Priscilla Shows at priscillashows@nc.rr.com   or  
visit St. Stephen•s website - www.ssecdurham.org fo r more information.   

All are welcome! 



 

FOYER GROUPS 
 

 The English word ªfoyerº is derived from foier, the French term for hearthside. For generations it 
has been customary for Americans to welcome friends, family members and newcomers into our homes by 
gathering at the central hearthside to enjoy times of fellowship.  The idea of foyer groups originated at the 
Cathedral of St. Michael, in the Diocese of Coventry, England following the massive devastation of their 
place of worship during the many air raids during World War II.  The staff of Coventry Cathedral began 
meeting in small informal groups as a way to ªbridge the divisions which subtly separate us from one an-
otherº.  
 

 Foyer Groups are a fun and easy way for parishioners to gather  together on a regular but informal 
basis for purely social reasons in order to strengthen the bonds of community and meet others with whom 
we might not otherwise interact.  The groups consist of 6 to 8 individuals (both couples and singles) who 
meet on a regular and informal basis for a meal and conversation over the course of about 6 months.  After 
the first rotation, sign up starts again and new groups are formed.  The couples or individuals can take turns 
hosting and the meals can be potluck, host provided or at a restaurant.  The choice of available options is 
by the collective imagination of the group with the idea of focusing on Christian fellowship.   
 

 If you are interested in participating in a foyer group, please see the sign up sheet in the narthex be-
ginning on Sunday, July 12th.  Sign ups will continue through Sunday, July 26th. Groups will be formed 
and the lists will be available to pick up beginning on Sunday, August 2nd.  
 

 If you have any questions, please contact Scott Hughes 489-2721 or Lisa Lee 465-7420.   
 

 

St. Stephen•s Episcopal Church Stewardship update 
 
All of our parishioners received a letter a few weeks ago regarding our financial status as we 
move towards the summer months. I want to express my appreciation to those who have re-
sponded. Many of you have made an effort to bring your contributions up to date through June. 
 
Burke will be sending out the semi-annual contribution statements and the end of June. Those 
statements will not only itemize your gifts to St. Stephen!s, but will also reflect your individual 
pledge status through June 30, 2009. I encourage you to review your statements carefully. If you 
are up to date with your pledge we are sending you our thanks and appreciation. If you are be-
hind, we encourage you to catch up. Our contributions through our pledges, tithes, and offerings 
are what keep the finances of the church in good status. And as you well know, summer usually 
puts us in a cash flow slump, but with our individual faithfulness in stewardship, we can come 
through without a problem. 
 
The Vestry has looked once again at our annual budget. We have tried to make our financial plan 
for the church be consistent with our anticipated income, which is based largely on your pledge 
commitments. Your support, encouragement, and commitment will help fulfill our mission as a 
church in the Hope Valley neighborhood and Durham community. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Charles A. Anderson 
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GENERAL NEWS... 

 
WEB-SITE Changes are coming  - We are in the process of making changes to 

St. Stephen's Web-Site (www.ssecdurham.org).   
The purposes of these changes are to give us a Fresh New  Look,  

provide simpler navigation, make the site easier to main tain and most impor-
tantly, save the parish a little money ($$).  Over the summer,  

we will be working on the changes, so that in the fall  
we will be ready for a fresh start! 

 
Emergency Phone for SSEC:  We now have a special phone number for pastoral  
emergencies.  In the event you need to reach us outside of normal office hours, please call  
(919) 323-7908.  Please limit use of this number for emergencies only.  Thank you.  

 
 

What Episcopalians Believe !  
 

Episcopalians occasionally believe in miracles and sometimes even expect them, particularly during  
stewardship canvasses or when electing bishops or vicars, or recruiting church school teachers. 

 
Episcopalians believe in ecumenical dialogue because they are certain that after all is said and done,  

everyone else is bound to become Episcopalian. 
 

Episcopalians strongly believe in Scripture, tradition and reason. While they aren•t sure what they believe  
about these three things, there is almost universal agreement that that is hardly the point. 

 
Episcopalians believe that everything in their life and faith is improved by the presence of good food  
and drink, not including lime-carrot Jello, tropical punch Koolaid, or canned tuna fish in any form. 

 
Episcopalians believe that anything worth doing is especially worth doing if it has an obscure title  

attached to it (e.g., sexton, thurifer, suffragan, canon, dean.) 
 

Likewise, Episcopalians believe that any place worth visiting is greatly enhanced by a name that only  
obliquely describes it (e.g., nave, narthex, sacristy, undercroft, church school supply room). 

 
Episcopalians firmly believe that coffee hour is the eighth sacrament, but only if the coffee is caffeinated. 

 
Episcopalians believe that anthems are most efficacious if sung in Latin or German,  

especially during Lent. 
 

Episcopalians generally believe that they are the only people God  
trusts enough to take the summers off from Church. 

 
Some Episcopalians believe Rite I is the best expression of the liturgy.  Some believe Rite II is better.  

Most Episcopalians haven•t noticed the difference; they just hope the whole thing gets over before noon. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. STEPHEN!S 
 

Friday, July 3, 2009 
Church Office closed for July 4th holiday 
 
Sunday July 5, 2009 
Parish Anniversary Eucharist 
One service beginning at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall  
Reception immediately following service 
 
Saturday, July 11, 2009 
Family Movie Night - 7 pm in the Davis Room 
 
Saturday, July 25, 2009 
Family Movie Night - 7 pm in the Davis Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The Sunday morning scripture and sermon reflection 
meetings continue in the Davis Room at 9:15 am each 
week throughout the summer, as does Bible Study on 
Wednesday afternoons at 2:30 pm in the Davis Room. 
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